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To the READER, 



TH E multifarious objects to which the 
attention of the Committee must have been 
drawn, and the refult of their enquiries, is not 
matter of curiosity only to such who have 
leisure to read them, but of serious consider- 
ation to those immediately concerned, of which 
description there are a great number of persons. 
The originals, being confined in number (printed 
at the public expence upon a very expensive 
scale) and for a professed purpose, could not be 
obtained in the usual mode of publication. This 
induced the present undertaking. It can only 
be said in recommendation, that the greatest 
attention has been paid to. every part, either in 
point of figures, or selection for information. 

In addition to the Reports, a very voluminous 
Appendix was attached to each of them, which were 
published as authorities on which the Committee 
founded their representation to parliament. In 
those volumes, at the end of each Report, is 
subjoined a Supplement, containing every part 
of the Appendix that can convey to the public, 
information or gratification. 

The utility, and even necessity, of such in- 
vestigations being made public, are generally 

admitted, 
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admitted, and must be attended with the most 
beneficial consequences in many points of view : 
engaged as the country at this time is, in an 
expenditure far beyond any precedent, it is a 
gratification to be informed by what means, and 
for what purposes such large sums of money 
have been obtained. 

That the Executive Government favored the 
opinion, has been proved by the event, in for- 
warding the enquiry, and delegating the power 
necessary to a number of Gentlemen, whose 
abilities and attention can only be done justice 
to by those who make themselves informed with 
the result of their labours. 

The various and complicated matters for 
inquiry (imposed upon them as a duty) must 
have been found a difficulty in the extreme, as 
in their endeavours for the public service, they 
have been under the necessity of pointing out 
several abuses in public institutions, and many 
retrenchments necessary to be made in the public 
expenditure, which could not be prevented, or 
accomplished, without injuring the interests of 
many who now are benefited by their continuance. 
But in the zeal the committee have shewn for 
the public service, their liberality to deserving 
individuals is manifest, by recommending them 
to be provided for by some other means. 

In 
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In support of the general opinion, of the 
necessity of such investigations, it may only be 
necessary to observe upon one of the offices of 
public Revenue (the Tax Office) the large sums 
of public money that have been irretrievably lost 
by the insolvency of fome of the receivers ; and 
the large balances that still continue in the hands 
of others, which the Committee have thought 
proper to point out in very strong terms, observ- 
ing, " at a time when the public service has 
f l called for supplies, greater than at any former 
" period of our history, the government has a 
" right, and it is their duty to avail themselves, 
" without delay, of every farthing which is 
" taken out of the purse of the subject — liable to 
" such deductions only as are necessarily incurred 
*' in bringing forward the sums so raised, and 
" lodging them in the public Exchequer." 

In the Report of the War Office, and by the 
Appendix annexed, it will be seen to what an 
extent the public have been injured by the pecu- 
lations of individuals ; and in the subjoined 
Correspondence is exhibited, " a very full 
" description of the difficulties which have 
" occurred in retraining the expenditure in the 
*• Islands within reasonable bounds; and of the 
" continued exertions of the Executive Govern- 
" ment to effectthis very desirable object," which, 
after every remonstrance and censure upon their 
conduct, could only be effected by their removal. 



The 
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The Eftablishments of the different Offices, 
and the Duties, Salaries, Perquisites, &c. of 
each Officer, have been fully entered into, so far 
as the Committee have proceeded in their en- 
quiries ; and in many of them regular Tables of 
Fees to be paid by individuals (especially the 
Navy Office) as confirmed by authority, are ex- 
hibited to public view. 

As much attention has been paid to this under- 
taking, to bring it within the compass of a 
moderate expence, so it is hoped the execution 
of it will render it worthy of the design for 
which it was intended, to enable those gentlemen 
to be in possession of the Reports of the 
Committee on Finance in which every de- 
scription of Persons is interested, but more par- 
ticularly the public creditor, whose funded pro- 
perty has undergone so many fluctuations in a 
short space of time. 
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TAX OFFICE. 



OUR Committee, purfuing the fame Courfe of Examin 



ation in refpeft to this Office, which they have adopted 
as to the other Departments under their Confederation, have 
begun by referring, in the Firft Inflance, to the Report made 
thereon by the Commiffioners of Public Accounts in the 
Years 1780 and 1781. But for Reafons which will appear 
in the Courfe of this Report, as well as for the Sake of greater 
Perfpicuity, they have thought it right to take a feparate 
View of the Eftablifhment * and Conduct of this Office in 
England and Scotland, and of the Modes purfued by the 
Collectors, Receivers General, and other Officers, in tranf- 
mitting to the Exchequer the Taxes feverally intruded to 
their Care. 

There is one Point on which the Commiffioners of Public 
Accounts have fuggefted an Improvement, which, however 
fuited to fome of the Boards of inferior Receipt, is now (if 
ever intended to have been applied to the Office for the 
Affairs of Taxes) far lefs applicable to that Eftablifhment 
than at the Time of making thofe Reports. Your Com- 
mittee allude to a Proportion for confolidatirig feveral of the 
Public Offices into one ; and they are inclined to think, that, 
confidering the great Increafe of Revenue, arifing from the 
Affefled Taxes (the grofs Produce of which, including Land 
Tax, amounted, . in the Year 1778, to no more than 
£.2,603,713, and in the Year 1796 was advanced to the 
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Sum of £.4,101,869. 6s. fid.) it might be attended with 
fome Inconvenience to have this Office included in any fuch 
Plan of Conibhdation : at the fame Time Your Committee 
think it right to obferve, that, confidering the moderate 
Attendance* of the Commiffioners of Taxes, who are Seven in 
Number, and that, by the Practice of the Board, Three 
only are neceffary to conftitute a Quorum, the Bufinefs of 
this Office, executed as at prefent on the Part of the Com- 
miffioners, might allow Time for Attention to other Duties. 

With thefe few preliminary Obfervations, Your Commit- 
tee proceed to the Engliflh Branch of this Eitablifhment. 

§. 1. THE Objects of Colleftion are, Firft, the Land 
Tax ; Secondly, the AfTeiTed Taxes. The general Obferva- 
tions and Reaibning which apply to both, are the fame. 

The latter are divided under the feveral Heads of Win- 
dows j Ploufes (by the 19 Geo. III.) Houfes (by the 24 
Geo. HI. ufually called the Commutation Tax) ; Male 
Servants (with the additional Duty by an Act of the prefent 
Sellion) ; Horfes (with the additional Duties by the Acts of 
the prefent and former Seffionsj ; Horfes and Mules (with the 
additional Duty by an Act of the yrefent Seffion) ; Dogs ; 
Four-whee.ed Carriages (with the additional Duty thereon) ; 
Two-wheel Carriages, and the feveral Duties of Ten per 
Cent, from Time to Time impofed on fome or other of thefe 
Taxes, and now confolidated and extended to all. All thefe 
Articles, under the common Head of Afieffed Taxes, are 
charged, in the Firft Inftance, by the Parties themfelves, 
, who are feverally to pay them, on the Call of the Parochial 
AfTdibrs, and are checked afterwards by the Surveyors, who 
have the Power of Surcharge ; and Qucftions arifing upon 

t * Their official Attendance is, in genera], from Eleven till Three 
o'Clock, every Tuefday, Thurfday, and Saturday ; but their Attendance is 
longer or fhorter, as Bufinefs occur. They occafionally meet on other Days. 

Appeal 
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Appeal against either are heard and decided by the Commif- 
fioners of Land Tax, fubject in the laft Retort to a Re- 
ference to the Judges, whenever the Party charged with the 
Duty, or the Surveyor, (hall exprefs himfelf diflatisfied with 
iuch Decifion, and (hall require a fpecial Cafe to be ftated 
for that Purpofe. The Appointment of the Aflefibrs, as 
well as of the Collectors, is in the Commiffioners of Land 
Tax ; and that of the Surveyors and Receivers General in 
the Lords of the Treafury. The Taxes thus aliened pafs 
from the Collectors to the Receivers General, and are by 
them, at ftated Periods, paid into the Exchequer, agreeably 
to an Arrangement made by the Board of Taxes in the Year 
1 78 j, the Amount of the Commutation Tax being paid 
over, in the Firft Inftance, to the Cuftoms, and afterwards 
being divided, in certain Proportions, between that Depart- 
ment and the Excife, purfuant to the Provifions of the Act 
of the 24 Geo. III. c. 38. This Arrangement took its Rife 
from the Circumftances attending the original Impofition of 
the Tax itfelf ; but as it was calculated upon the fame Prin- 
ciples with the Window Tax, and is now, in common with 
the Afleiied Taxes, ftrictly fo called, made fubject to the 
Two Charges of Ten per Cent, (now confolidated ) there 
appears to your Committee no found Reafon for keeping up 
a Diftinction, which creates unneceflary Trouble to the 
Officers of the Revenue ; And when, in Addition to thefe 
Confiderations, it is recollected that the only Reafon for in- 
troducing this Diftinction originally (viz. the Neceflky of 
giving to the Public Creditor a feparate Security out of the 
new Duties for thofe on Tea which had been repealed) has 
ceafed, from the Moment when the Confolidat.on Act of the 
27 Geo. III. took place, Your Committee conceive, that it 
will hardly admit of a Doubt, whether this Duty may not 
in future, with more Propriety, be retained among the 
Aftefled Taxes, than paid over, in the Manner now practifed, 
to the Cuftoms and Excife. 

B 2 It 
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It is a Satisfaction, however, to Your Committee, here to 
oblerve, that as, both in the original ascertaining of thefe 
Taxes, the Eafe and Convenience of the Subject is confulted 
as much as is practicable, confidently with the Public Service, 
lb the Collection of this Part of the Revenue is conducted, 
upon the Whole, at a Rate considerably cheaper than any 
other. This will appear from a particular and elaborate 
Statement, in the Form of Tables *, made by a very intelli- 
gent and experienced Officer of the Public Revenue, as well 
as from other Papers referred to in the Supplement to this 
Report ; and this, notwithstanding it has been thought ne- 
ceflary of late Years, in confequence of the increafed Col- 
lection in this Department, to enlarge the Eftablifhment, 
and to add to the Number of Officers in lome Inftances, 
and to the Salaries received in others. In this Eftimate of 
Charges of Management Your Committee underftand to be 
included, not only the fcveral Rates of Poundage to the 
Collectors, to the Clerks acting under the Commiflioners of 
Land Tax, and to the Receivers General, but alfo the Ex- 
pences of the Eftablilhment upon its prefent extended Plan, 
the Quarterly Bills under the Denomination of Incidents, 
and, in Ihort, every Species of Charge which can be fairly 
brought to account, and applied to this Part of the Revenue. 

The comparatively cheap Rate at which this Part of the 
Public Revenue is managed, may be afcribed to theCircum- 
ftance of its being fubjeci to none of thole Intricacies and 
crofs Payments in the Nature of Drawbacks, Allowances, 
or Bounties, which take Place in fome of the other Branches 
of the Revenue ; to its puffing through fo few Hands in its 
Way to the Exchequer ; to the Nature of the Objects taxed ; 
and to the large Share which the Commiflioners of Land 
Tax take, gratuitously, in the local Adminiftration of the 
Laws by which thefe Taxes are impofed. 

' * Supplement (B. & C.) and fee the Table of Aflelfed Taxes, 
Report IV. p. 8. Vol. I. 

It 
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It is no lefs fatisfactory to Your Committee to remark, 
that, notwithftanding the very large Increafe in the Receipt 
of the Affefied Taxes of late Years, the Balances in the 
Hands of the Receivers General have been confidcrably lefs 
than heretofore. This may be attributed, in Part, to the 
falutary Regulation of obliging the Receivers General ta 
tranfmit, upon Oath, Quarterly, the Account of Balances 
remaining in their Hands ; and in confidering this Part of 
the Subject, it ought not to efcape Notice, that on a Com- 
parifon of the Arrears which had accrued in the Hands of 
defaulting Receivers General, within Twenty Years preced- 
ing the Year 1777, with thofe which have accrued during a 
Period of the like Extent to the Year 1797, it will appear 
that the Amount of the Sums returned against fuch De- 
faulters is lefs by One Half in this latter Period than in the 
former. This may fairly be confidered as the Effect of the 
fame Regulation. The Balances which had accrued in the \ 
one Inftance, amounted to the Sum of £.\ 13,161. 7s. i\d. 
and, in the other, to no more than £.52,489. \Zs. o\d. 
It appears further, that, in Reduction of the former State- 
ment of Balances, the Sum of £-57,022. 14s. ^\d. had 
been paid to the 5th of July 1797, and confequently that, 
at fo late a Period as the prefent, there full remains the Sum 
of £.56,138. 125. \.od. of the Recovery of which, at this 
Diftance of Time, very faint Hopes can be entertained. 

It alfo appears, that of the Sum of £.52,489. i8j. o\d. 
which had accrued as the Amount of Balances in the Hands 
of defaulting Receivers General within this latter Period, the 
Account ltands thus : 

Received by Compofition with the Defaulters - £.6,989 5 o 
By various Payments on Account, and not by Compofition 3,607 9 3 J 
By Sums wholly loft to the Public, on Compofition with the 

Defaulters, befides Intereft - - 12,708 7 oj 

By Sums outftanding on the ift January, 1797, for the Re- 
covery of which legal Proceedings had been inftituted, or 
other Steps had been taken, and of which fanguine Hopes 
are entertained « - - - 29,184 16 8 J 

£• 52,489 1 a o| 
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Your Committee have conceived it to be their Duty to 
draw the Attention of Parliament to this comparative State- 
ment of Arrears and Defaulters in England and Wales, no 
lefs with the View of (hewing that, notwithstanding the com- 
plicated Syftem of our Finances, as it is fuppofed, and the 
lar°;e Additions which have been made of late Years to the 
Public Burthens, and confequently to the Receipts of Mo- 
ney in the Hands of Revenue Officers of various Defcrip- 
tions (both creating a greater Degree of Jealoufy in the 
Public Mind, and of Refponfibility in thofe to whom the 
Details and Management of thefe Parts of the Public Ser- 
vice are confided) the Accumulation of Arrears in the 
Hands of thefe Officers has been confiiderably lefs of late 
Years than formerly, within a fimilar Period of Time, not- 
withftanding the increafed Receipt : The Profpect of reco- 
vering what ftill remains in Arrear is alfo more favourable, 
and confequently the Rifk of eventual Lofs to the Public is 
diminilhed in the fame Proportion. 

On the Subject of Balances now allowed to remain in the 
Hands of the Receivers General, Your Committee obferve, 
that there has been of late a Limitation * prefcribed, founded 
in good Senfe, and which, if ftriclly adhered to, cannot fail 
to produce beneficial Confequences. But upon a Principle 
of general Reafoning, Your Committee can never lofe Sight 
ot thofe unanfwerable Arguments in the Reports of the 
Commiflioners of Public Accounts, with a View to the 
keeping thofe Balances even lower if poflible than their prefent 
permitted Amount. At a Time when the Public Service has 
called for Supplies greater than at any former Period of 
our Hiftory, the Government has a Right, and it is 
their Duty, to avail themfelves, without Delay, of every 
Farthing which is taken out of the Purfe of the Subject, 
liable to fuch Deductions only as are necetiarily incurred in 
bringing forward the Sums fo raifed, and lodging them in the 

* Supplement (D.) 

Public 



COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 



7 



Public Exchequer ; and if by the Extenfion of the Militia 
Eftabliftiment, the actual Charge incurred in cloathing the 
Supplementary Men under the Aft of the prefent Seflion, 
the Neceflity of holding more frequent General and Subdivi- 
fion Meetings of Deputy Lieutenants, and the eventual Ex^ 
pence to be incurred in cafe the Supplementary Militia mould 
be ordered out into aftual Service ; and if, by the Regulations 
of a limilar Nature under the Aft for raifing a Provifional 
Cavalry, the Demands on the Receivers Generals of the fe- 
veral Counties have been, or are likely to be, greater than 
heretofore, Your Committee are of Opinion, that fuch in- 
creafed Demands, inafmuch as they may have tended to 
diminifh, from Time to Time, the Balances which might 
otherwile have refted in the Hands of fuch Receivers, have 
been more than compenfated by the Advantage which they 
have derived for fome Years antecedent to any fuch new 
Demands, and which they ftill continue to derive (with a 
Profpeft of ftill further Increafe) from the Poundage on the 
various new Taxes which have fallen within their Receipt ; 
their Trouble, as Your Committee conceive, not having 
augmented any Thing like in the fame Proportion. And 
confidering the increafing Facility with which the commercial 
Intercourfe of the Country, internally, has been carried on 
of late Years, the Plea of Difficulty in procuring Bills for 
Remittance (if it ever exifted at all in any great Degree, and 
if the fame had not been fufficiently obviated by the Evidence 
adduced before the Commiffioners of Public Accounts, on 
the Part of the principal Officers of Excife, as dated in the 
Reports above referred to) is now the lefs deferving Notice, 
and therefore by no Means to be admitted as a Reafon for 
Delay in tranfmitting the Colleftions to the Public Exchequer. 
Your Committee conceive alfo, that this Reafoning will be 
found to apply with greater Force in the Cafe of the Collec- 
tors, to whom the Increafe of Income, from the increafed 

Amount 
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Amount of Poundage, is abfolutely greater, and fubject to 
no Deductions whatever. 

Upon the Whole, Your Committee think it proper to 
obferve, that againft every Practice by which Payments can 
be delayed, and Temptations to default can be created, it 
becomes the executive Government to exert itfelf with the 
moft rigorous and unremitting Attention. 

Before Your Committee quit this Part of the Subject, they 
think it right to advert to the peculiar Terms on which Mr. 
Wilfonn * conducts the Receipt of Aflelled Taxes for the City 
of London and County of Middlefex, by which the uiual 
Poundage is faved to the Public. And there is another Cir- 
cumftance alfo ftated to Your Committee, to which it may 
be proper to attend, namely, that an Allowance of Poundage 
under the Title of Conduct: Money, is made to the Receivers 
of certain Counties to a larger Amount than is paid to the 
others, and this, " on Account of their great Expences in 
" travelling, and the fmaU Amount of their Receipts :" and 
a Return has been made to Your Committee from the Board 
of Taxes, confirming this Statement, and fpecifying the 
Counties in Favour of which this Practice prevails. It may 
perhaps be worth enquiring, whether a Change of Circum- 
ftances may not have rendered the fuperior Advantage given 
to thele Counties lefs neceiTary now than in former Times. 

In order to obtain a more complete View of the Subject, 
Your Committee were defirous of knowing the Amount of 
Balances in Arrear with the feveral Collectors ; but as upon 
Enquiry they found that this would be attended with infinite 
Difficulty, and there is Reafon to believe, from the Evidence 
adduced before them, that a very large Proportion of the 
Collectors keep no Balances in their Hands at all, Your Com- 
mittee have not thought it neccfiary to prefs this Part of 

• Supplement (D.) 
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their Enquiry, efpecially as it appears that there is a Power 
in the Commiflioners of Land Tax to compel the Collectors 
to a ready Account * j and that the Board of Taxes have been 
by no Means negligent in reprefenting to them, through the 
Receivers General, the State of Arrears in the Hands of the 
Collectors, with a View to this falutary End. 

§ 2. Having already adverted to the Increafe of the 
Eftablilhment of the Tax Office, as a Confequence of the 
greater Receipt of Taxes, Your Committee refer to the fe- 
veral Articles of which that Increafe confifts, as given in an 
official Return made to an Order of Your Committee. The 
total Increafe in the Number of Officers upon the Eftablilh- 
ment is Twelve, and the total Increafe in the Salaries, Fees, 
and Emoluments of the Officers in this Department, is 
£.4,806. 10s. The Explanations which accompany this 
Return, in moll: Cafes point out the Ground, if not the 
Propriety, of thefe Arrangements, in which Credit is taken 
for fome Diminution of Expence, as a Part of the general 
Regulation. 

No Holidays are kept in the Office for the Affairs of Taxes ; 
and lince the Year 1782 no Offices in that Department have 
been granted in Reverfion. 

SCOTLAND. 

THE general Reafoning which Your Committee have 
adopted in their Obfervations on the Conduct of this Office, 
in the Southern Part of the Kingdom, applies without 
Diftindtion to Scotland in all the Cafes where fimilar Circum- 
ftances prevail ; where thefe are different fome Latitute may 
be claimed, and reafonably allowed, in the Way of Expla- 
nation, as long as thofe Principles are facredly maintained, 
which cannot be departed from without great and imminent 

• Supplement (F.) 
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Lofs to the Public Revenue. The Confiderations which 
have chiefly attracted the Notice of Your Committee in this 
Part of their Inquiry are, i ft. the Rate of Expence at which 
thefe Taxes a.e collected in Scotland ; and 2dly, the Balances 
and Arrears of the Receivers General. 

i. With Reference to what Your Committee have ftated, 
refpecting the cheap Rate at which the Land Tax and Afietied 
Taxes in the Two Kingdoms collectively are brought to the 
Public Account, Your Committee think it right to remark, 
that the Rate at which the Collection is conducted in Scotland * 
is much higher than in England, as it appears that the 
Charges of Management on the grofs Produce of thefe 
Taxes in England are rather lets than £. 3. lis. per Cent, 
while the Charges of Management in Scotland amount to 
£. 6. 1 3J. per Cent, and this, notwithftanding the Land 
Tax in Scotland is not fubject to any Charge of Management 
at all, but is paid into the Exchequer, according to its full 
Amount, without any Deduction whatever. This Dilpro- 
portion of Charge is more particularly ftriking in the Article 
of the Duty on Windows, by the Act of the 19th Geo. III. 
the grofs Produce of which in England, for the Year ending 
the 5th January 1797, amounts to £. 379,196 os. \\d. and 
the Charges of Management are ftated to be £.44,582. ys. 8%d. 
which is at the Rate of £.11 . 15J. per Cent, and that in 
Scotland the grofs Produce of the fame Duty, for the fame 
Year, is £.12,978. 2s. \d. and the Charges of Management 
£. 3,851. Qj. gd. which is at the Rate nearly of £. 30 per 
Cent. This Difpropoi tion Your Committee are fenfible may 
arife in Part from the prefent local Circumftances of Scot- 
land, and from the Ncceflity of making larger Allowances 
on that Account to the Officers employed in the Collection 
and Receipt of thefe Taxes, upon the fame Principle of the 
Allowance long fince made, and ftill continued, to certain 
diftant Counties in England. It may reafonably be hoped, 

that 
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that the improving State of Scotland, and the Attention of 
the Executive Government to check unneceffary Charges, 
whenever any fuch {hall appear, will tend by Degrees to do 
away this Difproportion. 

2. The Two chief Circumftances in which the Eftablifh- 
ment for the Collection and Remittance of the Taxes of 
Scotland, under the Controul of the Tax Office, differs from 
that in England, are, that the Collectors are paid by a Salary *, 
under the Regulation of the Commiffioners of Supply, for 
their Trouble in collecting the Land Tax, although they 
are paid by a Poundage of 3^. as in England, on the AflelTed 
Taxes ; and that the Receiver General has no Poundage on 
his Remittance of the Land Tax ; but no Circumftances 
which have come to the Knowledge of Your Committee 
have explained, to their Satisfaction, how it has happened, 
that, without any Exception, for Thirty Years paft, the 
Receivers General in Scotland, upon their Death or quitting 
of the Office, have conftantly been in Arrear to a very large 
Amount, and in -j- Two particular Inftances far beyond the 
Sums which the Receiver General profeiles to keep in his 
Hands, as neceflary, according to his Statement, to reimburle 
him tor the Charge of executing the Office, and in lieu of that 
Poundage which in England is received on the Land Tax as 
well as on the Affefled Taxes, but which in Scotland is con- 
fined to the Aflefled Taxes alone. This Fact is fo ftriking, 
that Your Committee have no Scruple to fay, there appears 
to them to be fome radical Defect in the Syftem, which re- 
quires to be corrected. 

Mr. Fordyce filled the Office of Receiver General for 
Scotland from the Year 1766 to the Year 1783, when he was 
removed on Account of the Arrears outftanding againft him, 
which amounted at that Time to the Sum of £. 90,473. 
j 75. 6d. The Whole of this Arrear (except £. 600 paid in 
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on the 5th July 1797) has remained from the Time of his 
Removal to the prefent Moment, a Debt due from him to 
the Public, for which no Intereft whatever has been hitherto 
received, though in the Inftance of another Receiver it has 
been recently demanded ; and notwithftanding that large Se- 
curities, according to the Practice of the Tax Office, were 
originally taken, and that Mr. Fordyce, at the Time of his 
Removal, affigned the Whole of the Property, of which he 
was then pofleiTed, to Truftees approved by the Lords of the 
Treafury, and that he has fince made over a further Security 
to a large Amount, which has accrued to him in the Ealt 
Indies, to anfwer the Public Demand, yet the final Liquida-. 
tion of this large Debt appears ftill diftant. 

On the Removal of Mr. Fordyce, Mr. Keith Stewart fuc- 
ceeded, and, having held the Office for Twelve Years, died 
in 1795, with a Balance in his Hands, amounting to the 
Sum of £.75,594. 115. \o\d. over and above the Sum of 
£. 23,835, which was in charge againft him on another Ac- 
count, as ftated in the Report of the prefent Receiver General 
of the 1 6th June 1797. Of the former of thefe Sums, it 
appears, that £.34,133. 10s. lod. has been difcharged, 
leaving a Balance ftill due from the Executors to the Public, 
on the Firft Account, of £.41,461. is. of. The Arrange- 
ments which have taken place with the View of liquidating 
this Balance appear in the Obfervations made by the Tax; 
Office, in their Return to the Order of this Committee. 

On the Death of Mr. Stewart, and before the Pleafure of 
the Board of Treafury was known with refpidf. to a SuccelTor, 
the Barons of the Exchequer appointed Meilrs. Alexander 
and John Gordon, Receivers General ad interim. Thefe 
Gentlemen had been employed as the Agents of the preced- 
ing Receiver General, and between the Months of February 
and September 1795, when the prefent Receiver General 
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fucceeded to the Office, had received the Sum of £.49,010. 
19s. 5^. of which ^.19,774. 1 8i. gd. remains ftill unfatis- 
fied ; and tor the Recovery of this Sum it is underftood that 
Profecutions are going on in the Court of Exchequer in 
Scotland ; but there is reafon to hope that the Whole of this 
Balance will be fatisfied in the Courfe of the Month of July 
1797, according to an Afiurance given by thefe Gentlemen, 
and an Order on their Bankers for that Purpofe, on which the 
Commimoners of Taxes think they have every Reafon to 
rely. 

Upon this plain Statement of Facts, Your Committee are 
warranted in laying, that it becomes the executive Govern- 
ment, by an immediate Attention to this important Subject, 
to provide a radical Cure for fo great an Evil. For this Pur- 
pofe Your Committee are of Opinion, that it will be advifeable 
to aflimilate the Collection and Receipt of thefe Taxes in 
Scotland as much as poffible to the Mode purfued in 
England ; that in this Regulation fhould be included, if the 
fame is practicable, the making Real Eftates in Scotland 
fubject, as in England, to the Payment of Debts due to the 
Crown ; and that in Cales of Default, Profecutions asrainft 
the Securities, as well as again ft the immediate Defaulters, 
fhould be inftituted without Delay ; and that, above all, the 
Accumulation of Balances in the Hands of the Officer him- 
felf, or of thofe acting under him, fhould be ftrictly guarded 
againft. 

What Your Committee have ftated above, defcribes only 
a Part of the Evil. The Example of the Receiver, by re- 
taining Balances in his Hands, produces a fimilar Conduct in 
the Collector, and Arrears in every Stage of the Receipt be- 
come the unavoidable Confequence, or, for want of due Ex- 
ertion, the Taxes remain uncollected. Of this your Com- 
mittee have a Proof in the Report made from the prefent 

Receiver 
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Receiver General, by which it appears, that on the 5th of 
April laft there was an Arrear of Afl'efled Taxes and Land 
Tax due from Scotland, amounting under the former 

Head to £. 132,797 1 4 

and under the latter - - 57> 2 59 l 3 4 

and making together the Sum of - £.190,056 14 8 
a Sum exceeding the Annual Amount of the Aflefled Taxes 
and Land Tax due from Scotland, by more than £. 50,000. 
What Proportion of this Sum was uncollected, or, being col- 
lected, remained in the Hands of the Collectors, does not ap- 
pear to Your Committee ; but it is ftated, in Explanation of 
this Part of the Report, that of this Arrear the Sum of 
£.50,000 had pafled into the Hands of the Receiver General 
before the Time of making the Report itielf, on the 16th of 
June lafc. This Payment over, as it is a Diicharge of the 
Collectors to that Amount, increafes the Charge againft the 
Receiver in the fame Proportion, and accordingly this tem- 
porary Increale of the Balance in the Receiver's Hands is to 
be taken into the Account in Addition to the Sum ftated by 
Mr. Hamilton, in his Report. The Practice appears to be, 
to retain a conftant and permanent Balance in the Hands of 
the Receiver, at the End of each Quarter, equal to about 
£.30,000, without taking into the Account the Increale, 
frequently, and in moft Inftances, a large one, which that 
Balance receives, during the Currency of each Quarter, from 
the continual Remittances of the Collectors. It muft be ob- 
vious, that the Advantages thus derived to the Receiver 
cannot have been inconfiderable, and that they muft have 
increafed in Proportion to the Public Exigency, and the 
general Demand for Money. Your Committee conceive, 
that if the Office of Receiver General is put on the Footing 
before fuggefted, he would be iufficiently paid for his Trou- 
ble in the Execution of it, efpecially when it is confidered, 
that the Poundage on the Aflefled Taxes alone, as at prefer^ 
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received, amounts to near £-700 per Annum; and the 
prefent Receiver General, in like Manner as his Predeceffors, 
holds the Office of Receiver of Crown Rents and Cafualties *. 
When all this is fairly confidered, and that the Englilb Re- 
ceivers, having their Balances reftrained within moderate 
Bounds, do not in general receive the Advantage of other 
beneficial Places, and that, under thefe Circumftances, the 
Inftances of Default have been lefs frequent than in Scot- 
land, Your Committee conceive, that fufficient Reafons will 
appear for putting the Receivers General of both Countries 
on the fame Footing. In doing this, however, Your Com- 
mittee conceive it will be equally ncceflary to provide, by the 
moft unremitting Attention on the Part of the Treafury and 
of the Tax Office, againft the Evil of Balances remaining ' in 
the Hands of the Collectors, and for expediting the Collec- 
tion itfelf, keeping a watchful Eye over the Receivers, left, 
at the fame Time that they are deriving the additional Ad- 
vantage intended for them by Poundage on the Land Tax, 
the Balances mould be fuffered to increale beyond the Amount 
to which it may be thought proper to limit them. 
July 19th, 1797. 

* In the Second Report made to Your Committee by Mr. Hamilton, the 
prefent Receiver General for Scotland, Your Committee obferve, that Mr. 
Hamilton dates the Sum of £. 650 per Annum as a Salary accruing to him 
from the Office of Receiver General ; whereas, from his former Report, 
Your Committee collefr., that this Salary arifes from the Office of Receiver 
of Crown Rents and Cafualties. And Your Committee, referring alfo.to 
the faid Second Report of Mr. Hamilton, find the Amount of his Securities, 
given to the Treafury as Receiver General, is to the Extent of 144,500/. 
The Securities given by him to the Tax Office in England includes only 
107,500/. 
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Supplement (A.) 
TAX OFFICE. 



An Account of the prefent Establishm ents of the Office 
for the Affairs of TAXES. 



OFFICERS. 




John Trenchard 
Georce Blount 
Charles Dering 
John Farnaby - - ~Y 

BarneBarne 
Edward Medows, and 
Horace Haves, - - Efquires 
George Trenchard Goodenough, Efq. 
Edward Naifh, Efq. ... 
Nathaniel Dowding, Efq. 
Chriftopher Fowler - 
John Ruffel - 

Vacant - - - 

John Hunter, Efq. - 
Henry Parker - .- - 
Charles Hart .... 
Solomon Treafure - 
Philip Fitze - 
Henry Bromley - - - 

Jacob Knockey - - - - 
Martha Compton - 



Commiffioners. 



Secretary - - 
Affiftant Sec. - 
Solicitor 
Firft Clerk 
Second Clerk 
Third Clerk 
Examiner 
AIM. Examiner 
Firft Clerk 
Second Clerk 
Third Clerk - 
Fourth Clerk ■ 
MefTer.ger 1 - 
Houfekeeper 



Salary. 



£. 500 per Ann. 
each. 



£.300 per Ann. 
200 Do. 
150 Do. 
100 Do. 
85 Do. 
60 Do. 
300 Do. 
150 Do. 
100 Do. 
85 Do. 
60 Do. 
60 Do. 
100 Do. 
50 Do. 



The Commiflioners receive their Salaries clear of all Deductions, and 
the Senior Commilfioner has an additional Allowance of £-ioo per Annum, 
in Lieu of Apartments, Coals and Candles. The Secretary and Examiner 
have each Apartments in the Office, and an Allowance of Coals and Candles. 



John Moon 
John Jones 
William Rule 
William Burrow 
Gabriel Leekey 
John Burney 
John Hughes 
Yeates Birkit -. 
William Saunders 
Thomas Gale 



Infpeftor 
Ditto 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



£. 120 per Ann. 
120 
120 
120 
120 
120 
120 
120 
120 
120 



Thefe Officers infpeft the State of different Counties, and report annually 
the Conduct of the different Surveyors. 



William Lawfon 



Infpeftor of Carri- I . 
ages for Middlefcx. I £' 9° P« Ann. 
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COUNTIES. 


Receivers at 2 J. in the Pound 
on their Receipts. 


SURVEYORS. 

Salaries. 


Bedford - 


Jolin Miller - 


George Mai thy 
Arthur Murphy 


I- 
90 


Berks 


H. B. Deane 
Willam B. Simonds 


John Waugh 
James Hawkins 
William Tayor 


— 


Bucks 


G. R. Minfliull 
Philip Box 


John Seeley 
William Payne 
John Day 




Cambridge 


Chrift. Pemberton - 


Charles Day 
Benjamin Ward 
George Rowning 


— 


Chejler - 


H. C. Cotten 


Wefton Bailey- 
John Monk 
John Peirce 
Thomas Harding 


— 


Cornwall - 


Cha. Ralhleigh 


Thomas Symons 
Thomas Gilfon 
Nicholas Mitchell 




Cumberland 


Thomas Denton 


William Monkhoufe 
Jofeph Sanderfon 


80 


Derby 


John Crompton 


XT' IT" T"» 1 n_ _ 

Viceflimus Bradlnaw 
William Gibfon 
William Snibfon - 


90 


Devon 


Daniel Hamilton 
Richard Rofe Drew • 


Tohn Burch - 
John Foot 
Henry Whitchurch 
Philip Warren 
John Kinfinan 
John Heale 


— 


Dorfel . 


Francis Steward 


Benjamin Wife 
William Levi 
Richard Oakley «• 




Vol. XI. 


D 


De 


von 
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COUNTIES. 


Receivers of id. in the Pound 
on their Receipts. 


SURVEYORS. 

Salaries. 


Durham - 


William Surtees 


William Uftier - - 
Thompion Stevenfon 


£■ 
8o 


York t - 


Mnrmaduke Conftable 
George Cooke 


William Harrifon 
John Garforth 
John Bailey 
John Rowlandfon 
William Wardell 
Thomas Raine 
Richard Wilkinfon 
Thomas Binks 
Francis Fairbank 


9° 

, 


Effex - - 


Robert Andrews 
John Yeldham 


Charles Maiden 
William May 
Jonathan Bowtle - 
William Schuldham 
George Lamb 


— 


Gloucefler 


Rovnon Tones 


Jofeph Knight 
James Beale 
Thomas Harmar 
("Mil* ripe Piirinn^ — 


— 


Hereford 


John Cam 


Thomas Downe 
Timothy Jcnks 


— 


Hertford 


T. H. Byde - 


Thomas Simpfon - 
William Sedgwick 
John Walker 




Huntingdon 


Owfley Rowley 


T n n n iJp v t i**r 

f ■ Mill 1 J \- \ I 1 1 — 

John Horden 




Kent 


T. W. Payler 

1\ H_ 1 la I LI J riHlC!> - * 


Thomas Redford - 
Henry Rogers 
William Lacy 
Stephen Partridge 
Janies Boothe 
John Auftin 





Lancafter 
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COUNTIES. 


Receivers at tJ. in the Found 
on their Receipts. 


SURVEYORS. 






Salaries. 


Lancafltr 


John Gregfon 


Thomas Hall 
Adam Hall 
John Holt 
James Atkinfon 
Richard Radford - 
James Gildart 


£• 
90 


Leicejler - 


Edward Chefelden - 


George Davis 
Charles Stockdale 
Jefle Berridge 




Lincoln 


Bartholomew Clayton 
S. R. Fydell - 


Samuel Hughfon - 
William Fowler 
Richard Newcombe 
Joho Cheyney 
William Crcafy 


— 


London - - 

This Receiver has "J 
no Allowance of > 
Poundage - - J 


Richard Howard 
John Bourke - 
Hon. Henry Hood - 
C. R. Broughton 

Cha. Edw. Wilfonn 


Charles Bellingham 
Thomas Hughes 
Richard Graffwell 
George Haffell 

Henry Teed - 
Thomas Gill 
John Hodgkinfon 


- 
— 


Wejlminjier 




Thomas Jones 
Alexander Catmur 
Richard Holbrook 
W llham Knockey 
Thomas Wilkin fon 
Thomas Tawney 
John Lymer 




Middle/ex 




Oliver Allen 
Robert Golden 
Richard Hodgfon 
3enry Cridland 
Samuel Whitewell 
John Woodyer — 





Da 



Middle/ex 
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COUNTIES. 


Receivers at id. in the Pound 
on their Receipts. 


SURVEYORS. 

Sa 


aries. 


Middlesex, continued 




John Law 
Samuel Howis 
F. G. Marfhal! 
William Winch 
William Lewis 
John Allen 
Jofeph Wood 
Henry Feme 
William Howis 
Edmund James 


£• 

9° 
— 


Norfolk - 


Roger Kerrifon 
William Fifher 


George Wymer 
fames Cape - 
Charles Lay 
James Bowes Royal 
Jonathan Turner 


. — 
— 


Northampton ■ - 


Edward Boodle 
Chriftopher Smyth 


Spencer Hefketh - 
Thomas Capron - 
James Woolley 


— 


Northumberland 


William Surtees 


Robert Wood 
Launcelot Heron - 


8o 


Nottingham 


George Mafon - - 


William Sketchley 
Charles Smart 


99 


Oxford - 


Thomas Walker 


William Eeles 
Richard Smith 
Thomas Johnfon 
R. D. Gough 




Rutland 


Edward Boodle, & ) 
Chriftopher Smyth J 


William Townley 




Salop 


Thomas Eyton 


Robert Hill 
David Pritchard 
George Kerry • 





Scmerfet 
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COUNTIES. 


leceiveri at id. in the Pound 
on their Receipts. 


SURVEYORS. 

Salaries. 


Somtrfet 


James Coles 
Charles Hutchins 


James Buchanan - 
James Bryant 
William Sheppard 
Hugh Tilfley 
Ifaac Parfons 
Walter Stuckey 


£. 
9 o 


Southampton 


James Serle 
Tohn larob 

I \J l J * 4 1 CIV. \J V' 

Edward Stockton 


Thomas Brice 
Thomas Newlyn 
John Dean 
Thomas Turner 
John Grimes 
Thomas Cockerill 
John Chambers 
Charles Dixon 


— 
— 


Stafford 


Francis Cobb 


William Snape 
John Ward 
John Mafley 


— 


Suffolk - 


James Oakes 
D. E. Davey 


Robert Manning . 
James Apfey 
Daniel Penning 
George Suggate 




Surrey 


Jofeph Shaw . - 
William Haydon - 


Thomas Crawter - 
John Peche 
John Richardfon - 
Francis Searle 
Noah Slee 
Edmund Read 
William Meymot - 
Thomas Rowfell 




Suffex 


William Mitford 


Robert Watkins 
John Edwards 
John Edwards, Junior 
Richard Comber . 





Warwick 
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COUNTIES. 



Warxuick 



Weflmoreland 
Wilts 

Worcejler 
Wales 



Monmouth 



Receivers at zd. in the Pound 
on their Receipts. 



William Little 
Bryan Troughton 



Thomas Denton 



William Bowles 
Edmund Wilkins 



Anthony Lechmere 



John Williams 
5 eter Du BuifTon 
John Herbert 
Llewellin Traherne 



Kings Houfehold John Fanfhawe 



Edmund Eftcourt 



SURVEYORS. 

Salaries. 



John Ford Nairn 
William Evans 
Benjamin Shelton 
Charles Chandler 
John Cleeter 
Francis Highway 

John Parkin 
ienry Yarker 

James Davis 
William Boucher 
lichard Farmer 
William Kendall 

Walter Woodcock 
nomas Huxley 

William Price 
oflnia Jones 
ohn Hughes 
George Propert 
"homas Jones 

ohn Jones 
Godfrey Loyd 
ohn Gerrard 
Ldward Nicholl 
ivan Owen 

ames Bowen 

homas Pugh 
William Humphre 
Vlorgan Evans 



9 o 



So 
90 



80 
90 
80 



90 
80 



90 
80 
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An Account of the Balances in the Hands of the prefent Re- 
ceivers General of the Land Tax, &c. on the Day the faid Ba- 
lances were lafl ftated ; diftinguifhing the Counties, &c. for 
which due, the Names of the Receivers, and the Date of each 
Balance refpettively. 



Counties. 



Bedford 
Berks 

Bucks 



Cambridge and Ely - 
Chelter - - - - 
Cornwall 

Cumberland and ? 

Weftmorland - J 
Derby - - - 

Devon - - - 1 

Dorfet - - - 
Durham and Nor- 7 
thumberland - 5 

York 



-{ 



Effex 

Gloucefler 
Hereford 
Hertford 
Huntingdon 

Kent 

Lancafter 
Leicefter 

Lincoln 

London 

Middlefex & Weft 
mi niter - - 



Vol. II. 



\ 



Prefent Receiver. 



Balances in their 
Hands, April 5,1797. 



John Miller 
Henry Boyle Deane 
Wm. Blackall Simonds - 
George Rowland Minlhull 
Philip Box - . . 
Chrillopher Pemberton - 
Henry Calvely Cotton 
Charles Ralhleigh. 

Thomas Denton 

John Crompton - 
Daniel Hamilton 
Richard Rofe Drewe 
Francis Steward 

William Surtees 

Marmaduke Conllable 

George Cooke - 

Robert Andrews 

John Yeldham - - 

Roynon Jonss 

John Cam - 

Thomas Hope Byde - - 

Owfley Rowley 

Thomas Watkinfon Payler 

Richard James 

John Gregfon 

Edward Chefelden 

Bartholomew Claypon 

Samuel Richard Fydell - 

Richavd Howard 

John Bourke 

Charles Edward Wilfonn 

Henry Hood 

Ch. Rwington Broi^ghtcn 



■ J- 
6,376 

6,896 

6,427 

6,680 

6 >35 6 
9,178 
6,481 

6 .3i7 

6,120 

7-447 
7,686 
6,096 

12,794 

l6 .7'5 
5>3°8 
4,481 
6.350 
7,902 

10,589 

7.534 
. 8,21,5 

10,710 

5.978 
6,^06 
6,140 
6,128 
8,300 

4-973 
5. 2 ! 4 
6,464 

8,6^2 



s. d. 

8 4 i 

9 °? 
3 n£ 

14 ilf 
\'i 9 



16 

>9 
>5 



5 
o 

4 



14 10 

8 21 

° 3l 
3 2 

10 8 



2 
o 

4i 



3 
13 
17 
17 4 
16 io 

3 «f 



6* 



9 
6 

»4 

5 
10 

7 2 * 
5 'i 



7 

6 1 
4 



4| 
4i 



7 
16 

10 



*3 9 
6 8 

u Si 



Monmouth 
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Counties. 



Monmouth 
Norfolk • 



and 



Northampton 

Rutland 
Nottingham 
Oxford 
Salop 

Somerfet 

Southampton 

Ide of Wight 

Stafford 

Suffolk - 

Surrey 
Suffex 

"Warwick - 

Wilts 

Worcefter 

Wales, North 

Wales, South 
Glamorgan - 
King's Houfehold 
Scotland 



•{ 

■i 



Prefent Receivers. 



Edmund Eftcourt 
Roger Kerrifon 
William Filher 
Edward Boodle 
Chriftopher Smyth 
George Mafon 
Thomas Walker 
Thomas Eyton 
James Coles 
Charles Hutchings 
James Serle 
John Jacob 
Edward Stockton 
Francis Cobb 
James Oakes 
David Elifha Davy 
Jofeph Shaw 
William Haydon 
William Mitford 
William Little 
Bryan Troughton 
William Bowles 
Edmund Wilkins 
Anthony Lechmere 
John Williams 
John Herbert 
Peter Du Buiffon 
Llewellin Traherne 
John Fanfliawe 
John Hamilton 

It is to be obferved, that feveral of the Receivers have 
fince made Payments in Reduction of the Balances above 
ftated, anrf fome of them have been permitted to retain in 
their Han3s greater Balances than have been ufually al- 
lowed, on Account of Demands made for the Provifional 
Cava! rv. 





Balances 


in tr 


eir 




Hands, April 5,1 


797- 




£. 


S. 


■ 

d. 




6,128 


2 


of 


- 


8,88 <; 


l8 


9 

9! 


- 


6,499 


i <; 


- 


6 os8 




81 


- 


A 272 


1 1 




• 


6,02 Q 


1 s 


1 1 


■ 


t5>d4-> 


<2 


8| 


- 


6.480 


i 
t 


7* 

ol 


- 


6.428 


A 




0>9q° 


c 

0 




- 


11710 


0 


6| 




1,684 


C 

O 


4 


- 


9 OCA 

6.20 1 


IO 


5l 


- 


1 r 


5i 


- 


6 I7Q 


8 


3i 


- 


6482 


1 1 


9 


- 


6 zoa 


c 
0 


8 


- 


6 481 


1 c 


6i 


- 


K OO 1 


e 
j 


2i 


- 


6,1<U 

'yul 


I I 


5 


- 


6,464 


8 


1 


- 


6 ,344 


8 


7 

©i 




6,272 


*9 




6,046 


*9 


5 




4,4 2 5 


10 


*f 




3, 2 7* 


3 


6{ 




6,327 


2 


0 




3-579 


16 


»l 




4,446 


6 


6 




29,502 


8 


of 



Office for Taxe^ May 27, 1797. 
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EXAMINATION of George Trenchard GoocENOUflff, 
Efq. taken the nth Day of July 1797. 

CAN you lay before this Committee an Account of all Sums of 

Money arifing from the Land Tax, Commutation Tax, and Afle'fled 
Taxes, which remained in the Hands of each Colreftor in Eng- 
land and Wales, on the 5th Day of April 1797, of at the Period 
of the laft Return marie to the Tax Office, fpecifying the Name of 
each Collector, the Heads of Taxes for which fuch Sums bad been 
received, and the Years when they feverally became due, or had 
been fo collected ? 

It is impoffible. The Colleftors are in Number from 20 to 
30,000, and there are above 1000 Boards ot Afting Commiffion- 
ers. 1 believe Nine out of Ten of the Collectors keep no Money 
tn their Hands, and the Commiffioners in London have no Power 
over the Afting Commiffioners in the Count! y, and they only can 
call oh the Colleftors. In the Courfe of the laft Year, the Board 
adopted a Method of tranfmitting to the different Boards of Com- 
iriiflioners, through the Hands of the Receiver General, a precife 
Lift, upon a printed Form, of the Amount of the Arrears due frOm 
each Colleftor; but what Part of that he may have received, the 
Board have no Means of knowing. 



Supplement (G ) 

EXAMINATION of John Fordyce, Efqnire; taken the 
4th Day of July, 1797. 

Q. WERE you not Receiver General of the Taxes for Scotland 
from 1766 to 1783 ? — A. I was. 

Q. What Control has the Receiver General over the Colleftors, 
lo oblige them to collect more readily, or to remit with more Ex- 
pedition, the Sums which come inio their Hands ? — A. I do not 
recollect that the Receiver General has any abfolute Authority to 
oblige the Colleftors to remit ; 1 think the natural Courfe, if he 
found the Colleftor falling much in Arrear, would be to reprefent 
the Matter to the Barons of the Exchequer in Scotland. — During 
the Two hilt Years of iny holding the Office of Receiver General, 
Suits were raiftd before them againft many of the Colleftors of 
Window Duties, and the Arrears were much reduced. I fhould 
alfo mention, that there is a Power, if any County or Individual 
is in Ancar of Land Tax, to apply for a Party of Soldiers to 

quarter 
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quarter upon the Delinquents. The Procefs of the Exchequer in 
Scotland, is fimilar to that of the Englifh Exchequer, except that 
the Extent does not in Scotland reach Land or Heritable Property. 

Q. How often do the Collectors remit ? — A. They are In a con- 
tinued Courfe of Remittance, but at no fixed Annual Periods. If 
my Recollection be accurate, no material Part of the Taxes for the 
Year beginning on the 5th of April, nfed to be remitted to the 
Receiver General, until the April following ; fo that the Public 
Taxes tor Scotland were in Arrear neatly One Year, being either 
unpaid by the Individual, or unicmitted by the Collector to the 
Receiver General. 

Q. Is the principal Part of the Arrear owing to its being uncol- 
lected, or unremitted ? — -A. The Smallnefs of the Sums quarterly 
due by the County, and the great Extent of many of the Counties, 
probably induces the Collectors to go round only Once, or at moft 
Twice a Year ; and I fhould therefore fuppofe, that the moft con- 
fiderable Part may be uncollected. 

(?. Do not the Commiflioners of Supply apportion the Salaries 
to the Collectors according to the Extent of the Diflritt over which 
their Collection extends ? — A. 1 apprehend the Salaries are rather 
proportioned to the Amount of the Sums collected — the moll 
extenfive Counties being generally thofe which are the leaft cul- 
tivated, and the moft diftant from the Capital, where lefs is natu- 
rally allowed for Time and Labour ; but probably both the Extent 
of the County, and the Amount of the Sum to be collected, are 
confidered by the Commiflioners of Supply, who pay great Atten- 
tion to thofe Matters. 

Q. Would it not be better, for the Sake of expediting the Col- 
lection, to allow a Poundage on Remittance to the Collector ? — 
A. I think it could have no bad EiTeft, andpoflibly might expedite 
the Remittance from the Collector ; but there may be Objections 
to an equal Poundage over the whole Country, the Extent of fome 
Counties being great, and the Sum to be collected fmall. 

Q. Has not the improved State ot Scotland of late Years tended 
in a material Degree, by extending the general Commercial Inter- 
courfe, to facilitate the Means of Remittance by the Collectors to 
the Receiver General ? — A. I fhould think it has, and more parti- 
cularly by the Eftablifhment of Country Banks; but of this the 
prefent Receiver General can give more certain Information. 

Q Do you know what Intereft the Royal Bank of Scotland 
allow upon Money lodged in their Hands ? — A. I think I have 
known the Royal Bank of Scotland at fome Times allow no Inte- 
reft for Monies lodged in their Hands ; at other Times, £ 3 per 
Cent, on Money payable on Demand; and I think I have known 
/~4 per Cent, allowed on Money payable in Six or Twelve Months. 

(J. Do 
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Q. To what is that Variation owing ? — A. To Variations in the 
State of Money in the Country, or in the Affairs of the Bank, or 

in the Syflem of the Directors. 

O. What has been the Rate of Intereft for the laft Two Years ? 
A. I have not known, for feveral Years, what Rates ot Intereit 
have been allowed by that Bank. 

Q. Did thofe Agents which were firlt employed by you as Re- 
ceiver General, give you any Security ? — A- They did not, nor 
had they jnven a "V Security to my Predecellbr. 

0. Was it not your Praftice to require of your Agents to fend 
up to you, as their Voucher, and conlequently as your's, the Ex- 
chequer Receipt of every Sum of Money paid in by them ? — A. I 
was direfted, at the Time of my Appointment, to continue the 
fame Perfon as Deputy, who had for a great many Years managed 
the Bufinefs of that Office with great Approbation. It was his 
Practice to write to the Board of Taxes Quarterly, ftating the 
Sums which had been remitted to the Agents by him for the Re- 
ceiver General ; but it was not the Practice for the Agent in London 
to fend a Tally for each Payment, but to fend a Box filled with 
Tallies peihaps once a Year, or not fo often. 

0. Is it to be underflood, that the Receiver General had no 
other Evidence from his Agents of fuch Payments being made ? 

A. I had no other pofitive Evidence than thofe Tallies, although 
I had Reafon to believe, from Letiers written by thofe Agents to 
my Deputy, that regular Payments were made into the Exchequer. 

0. Did you confidcr the Balance which remained in the Hands 
of vour Agents, as a Balance which they could employ beneficially to 
their Ufe ? — A I did not confidcr them to be at Liberty to employ 
the Monev remitted to thein to their own Ufe ; nor did I know 
that thofe Agents had any Balance in their Hands, till I was in- 
formed by the Board of Taxes, that the Remittances made by my 
Deputy were not paid into the Exchequer; in Confequence of 
which Information, I took immediate Steps for the Security of the 
Public. 

0- Did your Second Set of Agents give you any Security ? — 
^~No. 

0. Do you not conceive, after the Experience you have had of 
the Failure of your Firft Set of Agents, that it you had taken 
Security from the Second Set, you would have rendered the Receipt 
of the Public Money more fecure ? — A. The Event proves that it 
would have been fo ; but my Opinion of the Situation of the new 
Agents, and my Confidence in the Men, made me at the Time 
think it unneceffary, and that I was fafe without fuch Security. 

Was you at Liberty to have removed the Firft or Second 
Set of Agents ? — A. I did not think myfelf at Liberty to remove 

the 
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ihe FirJl Set of Agents ; but the Second were entirely my own 
Choice, and I might have removed them at any Time. 

Q. Are the Sums of £".14,015, remaining due by your Firft 
Agents, and of £".29,744, due by the Second, as well as the Sum 
loit by the Third Agent, comprized in the Sum of £".90,473 lys. 6d. 
(fated as remaining in Charge againfl you in the Accounts fent to 
us from the Office of Taxes ; and was the Payment of £".3000, 
mentioned in your Letter to Mr. Long dated 27th May laft, made 
fince that Balance was Rated againfl: you or before ? — A. The Sum 
of £".90,473. 15s. 6d. mentioned in the Account already in the 
Polleffion of the Committee, comprifes the Two leveral Sums of 
£. 14,015, and ^.29,744 ; (for the Recovery of which the Effects 
of both thofe Agents were feized upon Extent, and are under the 
Management of Truflees named by the Treafury) as well as what 
remains due from me to the Public, in confequence of the Failure 
of the Third Agent, mentioned in my Letter to Mr. Long, dated 
37th May lafl, as flated by the Board of Taxes ; and that Sum of 
£ .90,473. l^.f. 6d. remains in Charge againfl me in the Books o£ 
that Office, after crediting my Account for the Sum of £".3,000, 
flated in my faid Letter to have been paid into the Exchequer on 
my Account, by the Confignees of the Eftate in Grenada, that 
Payment having been made of a prior Date to that Balance being 
flated by the Board of Taxes. 

Q. It is defned, that you would explain more fully that Part of 
your Letter to Mr. Long, in which you affign the Circumftances 
of your not having been appointed to any Office between 1783 and 
1786, nor having yet received any Compenfation for your Services 
as One of the Commiflioners of the Land Revenue, to be Reafons 
for fo little of the Balance due by you having been paid ? — A. The 
not having given me an Office at the Time it was promifcd, lef- 
fened my Power of paving my Debt to the Public to the Amount 
of the Salary, whatever it might have been, during the Delay ; 
and the Non-payment of the Salary which I expected as a Com- 
miffioner of the Land Revenue, being £".1,500 a Year, fuppofing 
us to be paid as other Commiflioners have been paid, leffened my 
Power of paying that Debt to the Amount of £^.8,250 more, 
having being about Five Years and a Half employed in that Office; 
but thefe are a Part only of the Claufes afligned for the Delay of 
Payment, mentioned in my Letter before referred to. 

0. What other Employments under Government have you held 
from which you have received Emolument, or from which you 
have received none ? — A. I am One of the Commiflioners for 
liquidating the Prince of Wales's Debts, from which I neither 
have received nor expect to receive any Emolument ; and I have 
held the Office for Three Years, of Surveyor General of Crown 
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Lands, for which I have received, for Salary and Emoluments 
£.671. 6s. lod. per Annum, as is mentioned in my Anfwcrs to 
the Queftions of the Committee, relative to the Fees, Perquifites, 
and Emoluments of that Office. 

0. Whether, in Right of that Property, or Securities in the 
Weft Indies, which you have afilgned to Truftees in Satisfaction 
of your Balances due to Government, you have received any, and 
what Sum, out of the Vote of Parliament for the Relief of thofe 
who fuffered in their Properties during the late War in the Weft 
Indies ? — I have received no Sum whatever of the Nature defcribed ; 
but MefTrs. Davidfon and Graham, who are the Confignees of the 
Eftate, anfwerable to me for the Debts referred to, have, I under- 
ftand, applied to the Cominifiioners for the Management ol the 
Money fo voted, and have received an Alfurance, of a Loan of 8 
or £.9,000, to enable them to reftore and new ftock that Eftate. 

Q. Within what Time have you a reafonable Profpeft of dif- 
charging the Debt due from you to the Public ? — A. I have come 
under an Engagement to the Treafury, to pay at leaft ^.4,000 
every Year in Difcharge of the Balance remaining due by me, 
over and above what {hall be recovered from the Effects of my late 
Agents, by the Truftees of the Treafury, in Difcharge of the Ba- 
lances of /\i4,oi t 5, and £.20.744, before mentioned ; and I have 
voluntarily aftigned, for the punctual Payment of that Engagement, 
the Debts mentioned in my faid Letter of 27th May, amounting 
to about £. 25,000, due to me in the Eaft Indies, and acquired 
fince the Date of my former AlTignment of Security tor the Pay- 
ment of my Arrears ; and from that Fund, with the Sum before 
mentioned due to me as a Commiffiouer of the Land Revenue, 
and the Obligation of the Confignees of the Eftate in Grenada, to 
pav the Value Annuallv to the Exchequer, independant 01 other 
valuable Securities, referred to in my Letter to Mr. Long, by 
which the final Pavment of thofc Arrears is made certain, I hope 
to accomplifh that Pavment much more fpcedily than I have en- 
gaged for. 
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EXAMINATION of George Trenchard Goodenough, Efquire, 
of the Tax Office ; taken the 5th Dav of July, 1797. 
Referred to in the Supplement (D.) 

I Have been Secretary to the Board Fifteen Years. 

0. Of what Particulars does the Quarterly Bill of Incidents, 
which is mentioned in the Account of lncreafe and Dimunition, &c. 
from the Tax Office, confift ? — A. Poftage of Letters, Com- 
miffioners and Officers Taxes that are allowed to them ; likewife 
Charges for Parcels, &c. are very heavy. 

0. Are the Salaries of Officers included in the Bill of Incidents ? 
— I will fend a Copy of the Bill of Incidents for 1796 to this 
Committee. 

Does the Sum of £.5,471. 13s. %\d. charged againft John 
Spink, late Receiver of Suffolk, make Part of the Sum of £.20, 138, 
charged againft Wallace and Spink, in the Year 1780 ? [See No. 14, 
Appendix to iff Report of Commifiioners of Accounts.] — A. No, 
a new Debt incurred within thefe laft Two Years 

0. Have all the Charges, which appeared in the Year 1780, 
againft the Names of the feveral Receivers General (as ftated in 
Appendix, No. 14, to ill Report of the Commiffioners of Enquiry, 
&c.) been liquidated fince that Time ? — A. I believe not. I beg to 
inclofe an Account of the Sums paid fince that Period, in Re- 
duction of thofe Charges. 

0. Does the Account now before this Committee contain folelv 
fuch as have become Defaulters within ; the laft Twenty Years ? 
— It does contain only fuch. 

Q. Have any Sums, which are charged againft any of the 
Receivers, as Defaulters, within the laft Twenty Years, been liqui- 
dated in any, and what Degree, fince the Account thereof was 
firft laid before the Committee ? — A. I will mark upon the Face of 
that Account the Dates and Sums which will convey this In- 
formation. (Vide Account returned*) Since I have been in the 
Office, there has been no Failure of Receivers, by which the Pub. 
lie has fuffered any Lofs ; for in the Cafe of Receivers having failed, 
fhe Debt due from each has either been actually recovered "by Pro- 
cefs, or fecured, to the Satisfaction of the Commifiioners. 

Q. In fuch Cafes, has the Defaulter been charged with the Prin- 
cipal only, oralfo with Intereft, and from what Time? — A. There 
is no Inftance, in my Recolleaion, where they have been charged, 
and have paid Intereft ; but in the Cafe of Mr. Keith Stewart's 
Executors, Intereft has been demanded, according to the Advice of 
the Attorney General, (and which, 1 believe, was firft pra&tifed in 
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Mr. Rigby's Cafe.) I have no Reafon to fuppofe this Demand has 
been abandoned, although I conceive enforcing it may be attended 
with Diffku'ty. 

Q. By whom is the Receiver General of the Taxes for Scotland 
appointed, in the Cafe of any Vacancy. — A. Until the Pleafure of 
the Lords of the Treafury is known, the Barons of the Exchequer 
appoint Interim Receivers. Thofe appointed upon the Death of 
Mr. Keith Sewart held the Office from February 1795 to September 
179,5 > an d at tne Time of their being fupei feded, by the Appoint- 
ment of the prefent Receiver General, they had in their Hands 
£.49,010, 19J. 5 cl. 

0. How foon after their going out of Office did they pay this 
Sum to the Public ? 



They paid \ 



15th February J 796, ^.18,500. 
2d April - - 6,oco. 
6th September - 5,000. 

£. 29,500. 



I 

and there fl ill remains about £. 19,774. i8.r. gd. 

0. Were they called upon to pay this Balance after they went 
out of Office ? — Repeatedly, bv Letter to themfelves in the fir 11 
Inftance, and afterwards by Application to the Lords of the 
Treafuay, who, I underlland, directed the Barons of the Exchequer 
to proceed againfl them ; and they have undertaken to pay it up 
within the prefent Month. 

Q. What Payments have been made fince the 10th of May, by 
the Receiver General of the Taxes for Scotland ? — A. /\ 13,000 on 
the 13th of June, 1797. 

Q. In what Mode does he receive and pay ? — A He collects all 
the Money that is paid by the Collectors, which comes into his 
Hands, Daily, in fmall Sums, during the Ouarter : as foon after 
the Ouarter expires, as he can make up his Account, he lends them 
upon Oath to the Tax Office, and remits, within a Month or Six 
Weeks, all above 59 or ^.30,000. 

Q. Why is the Remainder fuffered to continue in his Hands ? — 
A. In confideration of the great Expences of his, Office, and 
receiving no Poundage on the Land Tax. 

0. Has he any Salary ? — A. None. 

Q. Fas he any Poundage on the Affeffed Taxes ? — A. Yes, as 
other Receivers; and the Net Receipt upon Affelfed Taxes for the 
Year ending the 5th of January 1797, being about £. 83,000: his 
Poundage of courfe was about £. bbo a Year. 

0. How 
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0. How much was Mr. Keith Stewart permitted to retain as 
Balance in his Hands ? — A. Nearly the fame as the prcfent 
Receiver. 

0. Have any Meafures been taken, fince 1782, to reduce the 
Balances in the Hands of the feveral Receivers of England and 
Scotland? — A. In the Month of March 1783, the Board adopted the 
following Mode of regulating the Receivers to their Receipts and 
Payments for Engl <nd and Wales : The Firft Fortnight after each 
Quarter Day is allowed for the Collector to make his Collection ; 
the next Fortnight is allowed the Receiver to go his Circuit, to 
receive the fame : in the Third Fortnight, the Receiver makes up 
his Accounts, upon Oath, and tranfmits them to the Tax Office ; 
he then either propofes, gr the Tax Office direfts him, to make his 
Payments into the Exchequer and Cuftoms (the Commutation Tax 
being paid into the Cuftoms.) The Amount of the Balances which 
the Receiver is permitted to retain, is never to exceed ^.6,500.' and 
fuch Receivers as have Conduct Money, £.5,000. (N. B. The 
Two Receivers for the Ifle of Wight are allowed to retain only 
about £. 1,600 each, from the Smallnefs of their Receipt, and not 
being obliged to travel from Home as I conceive.) All the Re- 
ceivers have a Poundage of id. in the Pound, over and above the 
Benefit of thefe Balances. The Six Receivers, who have Conduct 
Money, receive under that Defcription another Allowance of 3d. 
in the Pound, which is paid by a Warrant, after the Year's Account 
is clofed and the Balance paid up. — I mould not omit to ftate, that 
Mr. Wilfonn, the Receiver of Affcfled Taxes for London and Mid- 
dlefex (Inhabited Houfe Tax excepted) takes no Poundage, and 
pays up the Balances Quarterly, within the limitted Sum : and 
fometimes he has paid up the Whole of what he has received, and 
more. — He keeps an open Office, Four Days in the Week, except 
Holydays and the Month of Auguft His Expences are between 
4 and £.500 a Year, for Office Rent, Clerks, &c. of which he is 
allowed £. 309. ioj. by a Treafury Warrant. (N. B. ^.2,000 per 
Ann. is faved to the Public by his taking no Poundage) He pays the 
Money, as he receives it, into the Hands of the different Bankers, 
who are his Securities, and they allow him a fmall Intereft for it, 
which, in the Year 1790, amounted to about £.500. His Col- 
lection has been £. 300,000. and will probably be more. — Amongfl 
the Charges of Management are to be reckoned 3^/. in the Pound 
to each Collector, id. to each Receiver, and \\d. in the Pound to 
the Diftritt Clerks of the Acting Commiffioners. 

Q. What is the Nature of thofe Fees, for which the Secretary 
is flated to have received ^"496. in the laft Year, and 3^0^ .494. 2.r. ? 

A. For 
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~—A. For foliating the Receivers Commiflions, paying their Fees, 
and carrying them through the different Offices. 

Q. Are thefe Fees neceffarily incident to the Office of Secretary? 
1 — A. I conceive that the Receivers are at liberty to employ any 
other Perfon to tranfaft this Bufmefs ; I only confider myfelf to be 
their private Agent. 
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SALT OFFICE. 



( Ordered to be printed igtb July, 1 797* ) 

r I TLE Management of the Duties upon Salt was originally 
under the Direction of the Board of Excife, and con- 
tinued fo till the Year 1702 ; when it was formed into a dif- 
tinct Eftablifhment by Stat. 1 Ann. fee. 1. c. i\. and the 
Crown was enabled to appoint particular Commiffioners, 
during Pleafure, for the exprefs Purpofe of tranfadting the 
Bufinefs of that Branch of the Revenue with the fame Powers 
as were exercifed by the Commiffioners of Excife, when it was 
under their Direction. 

§ t. The prefent Eftablilhment * of the Salt Office in Lon- 
don confifts of Five Commiffioners, a Secretary, an Affiftant 
Secretary, a Solicitor, a Comptroller, a Cafhier, an Account- 
ant General and one Clerk, a Chief Accountant and Clerk of 
the Securities, Two Accountants with Two Affiftant Clerks, 
a Clerk to the Correfpondent, and Clerk to the Affiftant Se- 
cretary, a Houfekeeper, a Storekeeper, Doorkeeper, Mef- 
fenger, Porter, and Two Watchmen. 

There are alio, for the Port of London, a Collector and 
Affiftant Searcher, with Two Surveyors, Two Affiftant Sur- 
veyors, and Two Boatmen ; a Clerk at Dublin ; Sixteen 
Officers for Wales ; and Three Hundred and Fifty-feven 
Officers diftributed throughout the Twenty-two Diftricts 
into which the Collection for England is divided, befides 
Fifty Affiftant Searchers and Boatmen, appointed to at tend 
the Importation and Exportation of Foreign Salt at Twenty- 
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nine different Ports in England ; making in the Whole Foui 
Hundred and Fifty-nine Officers employed in this De- 
partment. 

The Annual Expcnce of this Eflablifhment confifts of Salaries to 
the Officers in London, amounting to - £. 5,349 5 8£ 
Incidental Charges paid in D° - 2 >°57 6 4^ 

Taxes repaid to inferior Officers in Do - - 235 10 o 
Salaries to Officers in the Country - - 12,627 9 7! 

Incidental Charges to D c - - 4.673 7 j\ 

Taxes repaid to inferior Officers in the Country - 1,999 *3 7t 

Making the Total Charge of Management -£.26,942 12 ii£ 

In order, however, to eftimate correctly the Total Charge 
of this Eftablifliment to the Public, it would be neceflary to 
deduct from this Sum the Amount of the Taxes and Duties 
charged upon fuch of the Officers as do not afterwards re- 
ceive a Re-payment of them, as in fome of the preceding 
Inftances. 

No F^s arc allowed to be taken by any of the Officers. 
Tiie otner Emoluments received by them from Penfions, 
Places, or other Employments under Government, will ap- 
pear by an Account fubjoined to this Report. 

The Grofs Amount of the Duty from the 5th of April 
1795, to the 5th of April 1796, was £.2,262,795 ^ I0 * 
which, after deducting the Drawbacks, Difcount on prompt 
Payment, and for Wafte Salt carried Coaftways, Bounty 
on cured Fifh exported, and Charges of Management, was 
reduced to £.429,576 os. i\d. being the Whole Net Pro- 
duce paid into the Exchequer ; which, it is to be obierved, 
is not One Fifth Part of the Grofs Amount of the Duty that 
comes under the Management of the Office. The Nature 
and Rcafon of thefe Deductions is explained in the Evidence 
referred to. 

• The 
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The Grofs Receipt of the Salt Duty of Scotland, for the 
Year ending 5th January 1797, appears to have been 
j£. 22,300 o.f. ioid. of which, after deducting for Salaries, 
Incidents, Bounties, and Difcount, the Sum of ^7. 8,853- 
12s. i\d. there was paid in Scotland, upon Warrants from 
the Barons of the Exchequer, £. 12,694. 16s. %\d. towards 
Payment of the Equivalent, and Great and Privy Seals ; and 
no Remittance whatever, for the Salt Revenue in that Year, 
has been made to the Exchequer in England. 

Upon enquiring into the Appointment and Duties of the 
Principal Officers of this Department, and the Manner in 
which thofe Duties are executed, Your Committee find, that 
Six of the Principal Officers are appointed by Patent, during 
Pleafure ; Four by Treafury Warrant ; and the remaining 
Four Hundred and Forty-nine by the Board itfelf, ufually 
upon the Recommendations of the Lords of the Treafury. 
The Duties* of the Principal Officers are defcribed in the 
annexed Account. There are no Reverfionary Grants of any 
Office on this EftabliQiment. 

They further find, That the Commiflioners hold Two 
Boards regularly every Week, and an extra Board about 
Once in Three or Four Weeks -f- : That the Accountant Ge- 
neral never attends the Office in Perfon, the Whole of his 
Bufinefs being performed by his Clerk ; and that the Con- 
troller and Cafhier do not attend regularly, the Duty of their 
Office being chiefly performed by their Deputies and Clerks, 
who are paid by their Principals. The Holydays kept in this 
Office are Fifty-nine, in the Courfe of each Year, which, in 
the Opinion of the prefent Commiflioners would admit of 
Reduction. 

§ 2. The only Alteration which has been made in the 
Eftablifhment fince 1782, confifts in a Difference of Ar- 
• Supplement (A.) f Supplement (B.) 
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rangcment amongft fome of the inferior Officers, occafioning 
an increafed Charge to the Public of £. 108 per Annum. 

§ 3. Amongft the further Meafures which, in the Opinion 
of your Committee, it may be expedient to adopt for the 
Regulation of this Office, they beg Leave to remark in the 
firft Place, that if it is thought adviieablc to continue the 
Eftablifhment itfelf, the Sinecure Part of it will require a 
very material Reform. It appeals however to your Com- 
mittee, that there is very ftrong Reafon for recommending 
Meafures which are not limited merely to a Reform of the 
interior Conftitution of the Office, but luch as may tend in- 
tirely to abolifh it. 

The Expence of the Eftablilhment in London alone, 
amounts, for Salaries, to £. 5,949- and for Incidents, to 
£.1,993. The Bufincts of the Office is difcharged by the 
holding of a Board only Twice a Week, and feveral of its 
Chief Officers do not execute their Duties in Perfon ; and 
the Number of Country Officers, viz. Four Hundred and 
Twenty four, is above One-fourth of the Number of thole 
upon the Eftablilhment of the Excife, which yields a Net 
Revenue nearly Twenty Times larger in its Amount. 

Under thefe Circum'lancti, it has occurred to Your Com- 
mittee, that it may well deierve Conlideration, whether the 
Salt Duties fhould not be placed under the Management of 
the Excife Office, as they were originally in England ; or of 
the Board of Cuftoms, as they now are in Scotland ; or 
whether it might not be more convenient to divide the Ma- 
nagement of thefe Duties between the Two Boards, than to' 
make a Total Transfer to either of thefe Boards exclufively. 
The Inland Part would more naturally fall under the Excife ; 
and the Superintendance of the Exportation of Fifh, and 
the Importation and Exportation of Foreign Salt (which al- 
ready 
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ready exifts as a diftinft Eftablifhment) might be transferred 
to the Cuftoms. And Your Committee are led to think this 
latter Meafure the more practicable, as they obferve that, 
amongft thofe Officers of the Cuftoms at the Out Ports who 
hold other Employments under Government, more than 
Half are at prefent employed as Salt Officers. The Refult of 
this Meafure, in Point of Economy, would be the Saving Ot 
a confiderable Part of the London Eftablifhment, even fup- 
pofing that the Whole of the Country Eftablifhment muft 
{till fubfift , but it is not improbable that a further Saving 
might anfe by transferring the Duty of the Country Officers 
to thofe employed by the Excife and Cuftoms, allowing at 
the fame Time an Increafe of Income to thofe Officers re- 
fpedtively in Confideration of their increafed Employment. 

The Laws relative to the Salt Duties lie within a narrow 
Compafs, and they appear to Your Committee to have been 
carefully compiled, and conveniently abftradled and indexed 
for the Ufe of the Revenue Officer. This Compilation, 
however, being published at the Expence of the Revenue 
Board, and for the Ufe of the Revenue Officer only, is not 
allowed to be fold * ; and the fame Principles of Juftice and 
Policy, which in other Inftances have induced Your Com- 
mittee to difapprove of any Reftriction upon the unreferved 
Publication of the Revenue Laws, in the mod convenient 
Form, muft equally apply to the prefent. 

July 19th, 1797. 
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SALT OFFICE. 

An Account of the Establishment of the Salt Office 
of the Port of London. 



Defciiption and Names of the Officers employed. 
With the Duty of each. 



Salary and 
Allowances 
perAnnum. 



Commijftoners. 



Secretary 
AJJiJlant Secretary 
Solicitor 

Comptroller - - 
Cajliier 



Clerk to Ditto 



John Hillersdon, Efq. - 
Sir Richard Reynell, Bart. 
Edw. Francis Stanhope, Efq. - ► 
John Mortlock, Efq. 
Wm. Augustus Boscawen, Efq.- 

Thomas Matthews, Efq. 

William Riffban - 

Samuel Cooper - 

John Daniel, Efq. 

William Inglis, Efq. - * - 



£• ■ 

500 each 



Accomptant General Thomas Rider, Efq. 



William Riflban 



Chief Accomptant Xhriftophcr William Fifher 
Accomptants -{ 'Thomas Batfon Wells 



lioufekeeper 

Surveyors at the 
Port of London 

AJJiftant Survey- 
ors at Ditto - 

Collector at Ditto 



Archibald Stewart 

Sarah Baker 

Charles Smith 
Bono Anthony Suter 

George Sams 
Jofeph Lock 

Samuel Warren 



200 
160 
joo 

&5° 

43° 
200 

40 

180 

1 10 
110 

100 

60 
60 

40 
40 



70 

Collectors 
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■ Collectors. Their Duty is with the Supervifor, to take 
Care the Officers are properly ftationed,' and occafiorullv to furvev 
them, to fee that they are on Duty ; and to receive the Dutv of all 
Salt delivered from the refpefiive Salt Works, and remit the fame 
every Week to the Board, with an Account for that Time ; and at 
the End of every Month to fend a Monthly Account, with the fevc- 
ral Vouchers belonging thereto ; and alfo to* pay the feveral Officers 
their Salaries and Allowances. Where there is no Supervifor they 
aft as fuch. 

Supervisors. Their Duty is to furvev the Officers daily, to 
fee that they are regularly on their Duty ; to examine the Journals 
and Watch. Books kept at the feveral Watch Htmfcs, and from 
Time to Time, the Weights and Scales ufed in the Delivery of Salt 
from the Works, and occafionally to re-weigh the Salt delivered, 
that no over-weight may be given. At the End of the Week, 
make out an Abllraft from the Officer's Books of the Quantity of 
Salt delivered for the Collector to charge on the Proprietors, and at 
the End of the Month examine the Score Books, Officers and Cre- 
dit Vouchers with the Collectors Accounts, fi^n the fame, and fee 
the Bonds and Money in their Hands agree therewith, and tranf- 
mit a Diary of their Proceedings to the Board. 

Officers and Supernumeraries. Their Duty is to attend 
daily at the Works from Sun-rife to Sun-fet, to weigh and take an 
Account of all Salt delivered, bv fcoring the fame in Books tranf- 
mitted from this Office for that Purpofe, and to prevent or deteft 
any Fraud that may be attempted to be committed. 

WATCHMEN. Their Duty is to furvey the Works from Sun-fet 
to Sun-rife, to prevent any clandeftine Removal of the Salt from 
thence. 

Riding Officers. The Dutv of thofe on the Borders, is to 
prevent the bringing in of Salt from Scotland by Land ; and of 
thofe in Wales, to prevent the clandeftine landing of Salt from Ire- 
land or Foreign Parts. 

Assistant Searchers and Boatmen. Their Duty is to 
attend the Importation and Exportation" of Salt, to examine the 
Curing and Exportation of Fifh, or Entry of them for Home Con- 
fumption ; and 'at the End of the Year make out the Curers' Ac- 
counts, and fwear them thereto. 

The Collectors and Surveyors of the Customs are em- 
ployed by the Commiffioners of the Salt Duties for the collecting 
and accounting for the Duties on Foreign Salt imported, and are 
allowed for their Service Twelve Pence in the Pound for all Salt 
imported, for which the Duty is paid in Ready Money ; that is to 
fay, Six Pence to the Collector, and Six Pence to the Surveyor, 
but not to exceed £.^o per Annum each; and they are each of 

the in 
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them allowed Three Pence in the Pound of what the Duty amounts 
to at Ten Shillings per Bufhel for all Foreign Salt that is bonded 
or imported, Duty free, for the Fifhery, fo as the fame do not ex- 
ceed £. 20 to any one Collector or Surveyor ; nor are they to have 
more than/". 40 per Annum each, though the Poundage of what 
paid Duty, and what was bonded or imported, Duty free, fhould 
amount to more. 

The Officers mentioned in this Account to be appointed by the- 
Board, are generally recommended by the Lords Commifnoners 
of his Majefty's Treafury. 

From all the Salaries mentioned in the aforegoing Lift, above 
f 50 per Annum, there is a Deduction ot Six Pence in the Pound ; 
and from thofe above £ \oo per Annum, a Deduction of Eighteen 
Pence in the Pound. 

No Fees or Emoluments whatever are received by the Commif- 
fioners, or fuffered to be taken by any of the Officers employed un- 
der them in the Salt Revenue. 

Salt Office, April 29, 1797. 



An A c cou n t of the Emoluments received by each Officer employed in the 
Salt Revenue, from Fenfions or Places, or other Employments under 
Government; diftinguifhing what Part of the faid Emoluments are tem- 
porary, and when the fame may be e v-pedted to ceafe. 



Defcription and Name 
of the 
Of f iceks . 



Other Places, &c. held by fuch Officers. 



Salary 

A ^ 
Annum. 



Com m ission e R'i : 
Edwin Francis Stanhope, Efq. 
lohn Mortloclc, Efq. 

Assist a n tSecretary,&c. 
William Riflban 

Ac com ptakt General: 
Thomas Ryder, Efq. 

Chief Accomptant, &c. 
Chriftopher William Fifhcr 



Cot. L £ C TOR AT THE 

of Lon DON : 



Port 



Samuel Warren 



Equerry to her Majefty - - (J £. 220 
Receiver General of the Poll Office! 800 



One of His Majefty's Band of 1 
Gentlemen, Penfioners by Pur- > 
chafe, and executed by Deputy j 



Regifter Excife Officer 

Clerkinthe Lottery Office (while 1 
employed) - - -j 



75 



450 



57. per 
Day. 



70 



Chief Clerk in the Hawkers ") 
and Pedlars Office - - 5 
We 3 renot acquainted with any other Places, &c. than the above, held by any Perfor. 
tmployed in the Salt Revenue. 1 he above Places, Sec. are held during Pleafure. 

The Officers employed under u s in the Country are not permitted to hold any other 
Situation. 

Salt Office, May 5, 1797. 
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Examination of William Rissoan, Efq. Afliflant Secre- 
tary, &c. of the Salt Office ; taken the 3d of July, 1797. 

0. How long have you been employed in the Salt Office ?— 
A. About Eighteen Years, in different Situations. 

0. By what Mode is the Grofs Amount or Produce of the Duty 
on Salt computed ? — A. By the Grofs Duty of Five Shillings per 
Bufhel being charged on all Salt delivered from the Works, whether 
for Home Confumption, Exportation, or for the Fifheries, and 
alfo on the Rock Salt delivered from the Pits. 

0. Of the Grofs Amount fo computed, is the Whole, or any 
and what Part, actually received and accounted for to the Public 
Revenue ? — A. Only the Duty on the Quantity of Salt which is 
confumed in England and Wales. 

Q How is the Remainder of that Grofs Amount difcharged ? 
A. By Debentures to cancel the Bonds given tor the Salt that is 
exported, and alfo by the Fifhery Salt being accounted for as 11 fed 
in curing Filh, and by the Rock Salt being melted, and the Duty 
charged at the Pit being difcharged by Affidavit. 

0. How is the Amount of the Duty, which is received on the 
Salt entered for Home Confumption in England and Wales, ac- 
counted for ? — A. iff. By Payment for Difcount on prompt Pay- 
ment of the Duties. 2d. By Bounties on Beet and Pork exported. 
3d. By Bountv on Fifh exported. 4th. By Charges of Manage- 
ment. 5th. The Remainder is paid into the Exchequer. 

0. Is there any Part of the Charges of Management occafioned 
bv the Employment of Officers for other Purpofes than the acliul 
Collection of the Duties ? — A. There are many Officers employed 
under the Board on Account of the Fifhcri.es, who take Charge of 
the Salt which is delivered to the Fill) Curers Duty tree, and to 
whom the Fifh Curers account Annually for the Salt fo delivered 
to them. — The fame Officers alfo take an Account of the Fifh 
exported, on which a Bounty is paid. — The Expence of the Collec- 
tion of the Duty is alfo confiderably increafed by the Quantity of 
Salt delivered for Exportation and the Filheries, which produce no 
Revenue, but which it is equally neceflary to guard and account 
for, as for that Part delivered for Home Confumption. 

Q. How often do the Commifiioners attend in order to form a 
Board ? — A. Twice a Week regularly, Boards are held oftener 
when the Bufinefs requires it. 

0. How often is an Extra Board held 3 — A. About once in 
Three or Four Weeks. 

() How long do the Board ufually fit ? — A. The ufual Dura- 
tion of the Board fitting is from Eleven to Two o'Clock ; but the 
Time neceffarilv varies according to the Bufmefs to be dune. 

0. How 
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0. How manv Commiffioners make a Board ? — A. Three. 

0 . What Officers are required to attend every Board ? — A. The 
Secretary, or in his Abfence the Affiftant Secretary, and always 
the Correfpondent ; the Solicitor, the Chief Accountant, and the 
Deputy Cafhier, or Head Clerk. 

0. Does the Calhier ever attend the Board himfelf? — A. Never. 

0. Does the Accountant General ever attend the Office in 
PerTon ? — A. Never ; his Clerk does the Whole of the Bufinefs in 
that Office. 

Does the Comptroller attend the Bufinefs in the Office, oris 
it difcharged by Deputy ? — A. The Bufinefs is generally done by 
the Deputy ; but I believe he fometimes attends. 
(J. Did vou ever fee him attend ? — A. Yes. 

0. Does the Cafhier attend the Office in Perfon, or is the Bufi- 
nefs done by his Deputy or Clerk? — A. The Bufinefs is generally 
done by his Deputy or Clerk, hut I believe he fometimes attends. 

0. How often do the Collectors in the Country make up their 
Accounts of Duties received by them, and remit the Amount thereof 
to the Commiffioners ? — A. Weekly, on every Saturday ; when they 
remit their Balance to the Commiffioners generally in Bills at 
Thirty Days Date, retaining only a fmall Sum to defray the necef- 
farv Charges of the Collection. 

Q. Is the Money remitted by Bills of 30 Days from all the 
Collections, .without any Diflinttion as to the Diflance ? — A. They 
are from all the Collections, except One, viz. North and South 
Shields Collection, Forty Days being allowed there. 

p. How long has this Number of Days been allowed ? — A. The 
Whole of the Time I have been in Office, and many Years before. 

(J. Who tans the Rifk of thefc Remittances ? — A. The Collec- 
tor is anfwerable for the Whole of the Duties received by him, 
which he is obliged to pay into the Office within the Time menti- 
oned, by any Means he may think fit. 

0. How ottcn do the Commiffioners account for the Money 
received by them, and pay it into the Exchequer ? — A. The 
Account is made up Weekly on every Monday, and the Balance 
thereon paid into the Exchequer on the Wednefday following. 

p. Is there any Collection of the Statute now in Force relating 
to 1 he Duties on the Management of the Salt Office, printed and 
publilhed for Sale ? — A. I am not aware that there is. 

(K Has any fuch Collection been made and printed by the Di- 
rection of the Board ? — A. There is One, intituled, "A Collection. 
" of all the Statutes now in Force relating to the Duties upon 
" Salt, and other Duties under the Management of the Cominjf- 
" lionets of Salt Duties, with fo much of Excife and other Laws, 
" as are particularly relerred to in thofe Statutes, or have any 

" Relation 
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" Relation thereto ;"— which was made by the Solicitor of the 
Board, under their Direction. It contains the different Statutes, 
chronologically arranged, and brought down to 27th Geo, III, 
inclufive. The Contents of each Claufe are minutely, and appear 
to be correctly abstracted in the Margin, with Tables of the Grofs 
and Net Duties of Expife on Salt in England and Scotland, and of 
the Allowances of the Bounties upon the Exportation of Beef and 
Pork for Sale, and on feveral Kinds of Fifh, payable out of the 
Salt Duties in England and Scotland. There is annexed to this 
Collection a copious Index of the Contents, Alphabetically 
digefted. 

Q. To what Perfons, and in what Number, is this Book diftri- 
buted ? — A. Only to the Superior Officers and Perfons employed 
in collecting the Salt Duties. To the Interior Officers only an 
Abftract is given. 

Q. Is that Abftract printed and publifhed for Sale?— A. I am 
not aware that it is. 

Q. Are you apprized of any Order or Regulation of Office, 
which prevents thefe Collections and Abftratts from being publilhed ? 
A. No Copies are distributed but by Direction of the Board, and 
thofe Copies only to their own Officers ; and which are again uni- 
formly demanded to be delivered up on the Death or Difmiffal of 
fuch Officer. 

Q. Are you apprized of the Reafons which have occafioned this 
Practice, and how long fuch Practice has obtained ? — A- The 
Practice has obtained ever fince I have been in Office ; and the 
Book being compiled by the Solicitor, for the Ufe of the Board 
exclufively, it is confidered as their Property. 
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EXAMINATION of Samuel Cooper, Efq. Solicitor of 
the Salt Office ; taken the 4th Day of July, 1797. 

Mr. Riffoan's Examination of Yeflerday, refpedting the Salt 
Laws. read. 

0. Do you agree to the Truth, ftated as to the Particulars ?— 
A.^l do. 

Q. Do you know of any Objections to the Publication of this 
Collection of the Salt Laws ? — A. None. 

Q. How often do you attend the Salt Office ? — A. Every Board 
Day, and upon other Days in the Week, to advife the other 
Officers when required. 
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TENTH REPORT. 



HAWKERS & PEDLERS OFFICE. 



( Ordered to be printed i gtb July, 1 797.^ 

HHHE Bufmefs of this Office appears merely to confift in 
■*■ granting Licences, 1 receiving the Duty thereupon, and 
delivering them out to Perlbns applying for them. The 
Head Office iflues them to all iuch Perlbns within the Liberties 
of London and Weftminfter, and a Diftrict of Ten Miles 
round the fame ; and every Perfon who applies for a Licence 
at the Head Office is required to obtain a Certificate * of his 
good Behaviour from the Clergyman and Two Houfeholders 
in the Parifh where he ufually refides. Signed Licences, with 
Blanks for the Names of the Perfons to whom they may be 
granted, are alio tranfmitted. The Surveyors in the Country, 
who are impowered to grant the fame, are directed to demand 
Certificates in the Form already defcribed ; but as it is not 
required that fuch Certificates fhould be returned to the Office 
in London, they appear to be of little Ufe ; nor is there any 
Certainty of their being required by the diftributing Officers 
in the Country. 

§ 1. The Office confifts of Three Commiffioners^, a 
Comptroller, a Calbier appointed by Trealury Warrant, 
a Solicitor, Three Clerks in the Office, Four Surveyors, an 
Office Keeper, Two extra Town Surveyors, One Meflenger, 
One Storekeeper, One Stamper of Licences, and Twelve 
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Perfons, called Riding Surveyors, in the Country, whole 
Duty confifts in delivering out Licences and receiving the 
Money for the fame, for which they have an Allowance of id. 
in the Pound. The official Attendance of the Commiffioners 
is very inconfiderable. The Holidays kept in the Office are 
Fifty-two. 

2. The Expence to the Public in Salaries and Incidental 
Expences, in the Year ending 5th January, 1797, was 
£.2,805. l 4 5 - 1 Tnere are no tees re ceive(i m the O mce - 

3. The Grofs Produce of the Duty in the fame Year, was 
£.7,882. 9s. which, after deducting the Charge of Manage- 
ment, leaves a Net Payment of £.5,076. i^s. id. into 
the Exchequer. 

§ 2. There has been an Increafe in this Eftablifhment, 
fince 1782, of Six Officers, at an additional Charge to the 
Public of £.iSo ; there does not exift any reverfionary Grants 
upon this Eftablifhment. Seven of the Officers hold other 
Employments under Government. 

§ 3. This Office does not appear to have any Control 
over the Perfons following the Bulmefs of a Hawker and 
Pedlar, after they have obtained their Licences ; and it 
Perfons are charged with purfuing that Avocation without a 
Licence, on the Information of any Perion whomfoever, the 
Proceedings are carried before a Juftice of the Peace, without 
any Reference to the Office, except that Half the Fine, if 
any be impofed, is tranfmitted to the Board in London, the 
other Half being given by Law to the Informer. This Share 
of the Fine, it is conceived, may operate as a fufficient In- 
ducement to the Country Officers of other Revenue Efta- 
blilhments to enforce the Laws relative to Hawkers and 
Pedlars ; and if fuch Country Officers were fpecially inftructed 
for this Purpofe, it would wholly fuperfede the Neceffity of 

the 
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the prefent Eftablifhment of Riding Surveyors. It alfo 
appears to your Committee, that the Whole of the Bufinefs 
of the prefent Office might be tranfacled by the Commif- 
fioners of Stamps, with only the Addition of One or Two 
Clerks j and the Licences in the Country might be delivered 
out by the Diftributors of Stamps, with the fame Allowance 
of Poundage as is made to thofe Diftributors in other Cafes ; 
and thus the whole Expence of this Office might be laved, 
without any Detriment to the Public Service, 

July 19th, 1797. 
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HAWKERS and PEDLARS OFFICE. 

Examination of Charles Poolf., Efq. a CoinmifTioner of 
the Hankers and Pedlars Office; taken 24th of June, 1797. 

0. T TPON any Perfon applying for a Licence at the Office, what 
. is the Mode of proceeding on the Part of the Office ? — 

A. A printed Form is delivered to the Hawker, to be figned by the 
Clergyman and Two refpeclible Houfeholders of the Parifh where 
he ufuaily refides, hearing Teffimony of his Character; upon his 
returning with that Certificate, One of the Clerks delivers a Li- 
cence, figned by Two CommifTioners, for which he pays £. 4, for 
a Foot Licence, and £ . 8 for a Horfe Licence. 

0. Are all the Licences iffued from the Office in London ? — A. 
There are Perfons appointed by the Commiffioners, called Riding 
Surveyors, to whom Licences are fent, to be diflributed by them. 

(?. Do the Perfons who receive thefe Licences from the Riding 
Surveyors produce their Certificates to the Riding Surveyors, or 
fend them to London ? — A. To the Riding Surveyors, who are re- 
quired to take them, but they are not required to return them to 
the Office in London. 

Q. By whom are the Licences delivered at the Office, and by 
whom is the Money received ? — A. .The Licences, having been 
figned by Tw o of the CommifEoners, are ufuaily delivered by the 
Second Clerk, who receives the Money from the Hawker. 

Q What Number of Licences, from ,5th July 179,5, to 5th July 
1796, were delivered at the Office in London, and how many in 
the Country? — A. Three Hundred and Twenty-nine at the Office 
in London ; Eleven Hundred and Fifty-eight by the Riding Sur- 
veyors in the Country. 

0. Does the Office receive any Complaints refpefting the Con- 
duct of Perfons holding Licences ? — A. During the Ten Years that 
I have been in Office, One Inflance has occurred of a Perfon 
having been complained of as guilty of Theft, and in confequence 
thereof, his Licence was relufed to be renewed in the following Year. 

0. Are frequent Complaints made to the Office, of Perfons act ing 
as Hawkers and I'edlars, without having a Licence ? — A. Frequently. 

0. 'I hrough what Channel are thofe Complaints made ? — A. Any 
Perfon may apprehend a Hawker and Pedlar, travelling from 
Houfe to Houle, without a Licence, and carry him before a Ma- 
giftrate for Conviction. 

0. What is the Extent of the London Diftrift London, 
and Ten Miles adjacent. 
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An Account of the prefent Eftablifhment of the Hawkers and 
Pedlars Office, the Duty of each Officer, and their Salaries. 
Together with whatever other Emoluments they receive by 
Penfions, Places, &c. 



Officers. 



Humbo Rigby 
Charles Poole * 
Robert Coker - 

Stephen Spittigue - 



Francis Steward + 



John Rainc 



Samuel Warren + 
William Smith - 



Duty of each. 



Samuel Warren 



Mofcs Vernon || - 
Walter Williams* 
Thomas Bates - 



Commiffioners 

and 
Accountants. 

Comptroller, 

To keep and examine : 
Official Accounts and Paieis 



Caffiier, 

To receive and pay all 
keep all the Cam Accoun 
Receipts and Payments 



3 



Solicitor, 

To execute a 
and other Branch 
Department 



I 

"I 

Duties, f 
Lints ot ( 

11 Profecutions I 
lies of the Law f 



Clerks, 

Employed in granting Licen- 
ces, receiving the Duties, keep- 
ing the Accounts, and other 
Official Tranfa&ions in the 
Office ... 

Employed as Chief and AIM-" 
ant Clerk for the principal Ma- 
nagement and Care of all Official 
Bufinefs and Accounts - - - 

Town Surveyors, 

Employed in furveying Lon- 
don and Weftminfter, and Ten 
Miles adjacent, to examine Per- 
fons trading without Licences, 
&c. - - - - 



Salaries 

per 
Annum. 



£. ioo each. 



£,\oo 



£•5° 



£.50 each. 



£.20 



£.50 each. 



* Charles Poole — A Place in the India Office, £.500 per Annum, 
•f- Francis Steward — Receiver of Land Tax for the County of Do. (tU 
% Samuel Warren — A Place in the Salt Office, £.70 per Annum. 

1 V w"u n \ Pi*" 5 in Chancery, Salary not known. 

§ Walter Williams J " ' 

Jame-. 
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Officers. 


Duty of each. 


Salaries 

per 
Annum. 


James Raitt 




Ditto - 


£-5° 


Ann Lucas * 




Office Keeper, -% 

To take Care of the feveral 
Apaitnients, Office Books, Pa- _ 
pers, Letters, and other Official 
Concerns - 


£-2,° 








John Hewitt - 
Robert Alnwick - 
Robert Robertfon 
Robert Bint - 
Thomas Moore 
John Coupland 
Robert Lowrie 
William Allen 
William Tallack - 
Lanct. Morgan 
Oeorge Sams t 
William Fairchild _ 




Employed in furveying the fe-~ 
veral Count es of England, and 
iri incipaiity or waiea, unui 
Inning Licences, receiving the I 
Duties, &c. and examining j 
Hawkers and Pedlars trading 1 
without Licences, and offending J 
againft the Laws -J 


£. 100 each. 


Alexander Smillic ' 
Henry Ramfden 


\ 


Extra Town Surveyors, » 
Employed in aflifting the Town 1 
Surveyors in the Survey of Lon- f 
don, and Ten Miles adjacent - J 


'£. 40 each. 


William Burnett 




MefTenger, ") 
Employed in carrying Letters, ( 
Parcels, &c. and aflifting in the f 
Bufmei's of the Office - - J 


£- 3<> 


John Lucas \ 




Store Keeper and Stamper ol 
Licences 


£.10 



* Ann Lucas — has an additional Allowance of £.36 per Annum for Coals, 

Candles, &c. 

+ George Sams — A Place in the Salt Office, £.4.0 per Annum. 
J John Lucas — Ditto, in the Stamp Office, £.30 per Annum. 

Office for Licenfing Hawkers, Pedlars, &c. 
27th April, 1797. 
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HACKNEY COACH OFFICE. 



Ordered to be printed igtb July % 1797. 

T^HE Hackney Coach Office partakes both of the Nature 
A of a Revenue Office and an Office of Police ; Firfl, 
in granting Licences and receiving the Duties thereupon ; 
and Secondly, in regulating the Conduct of the Hackney 
Coachmen and Chairmen, and in hearing and determining any 
Complaint that may be made. 

§ I. The Office confifts of Five Commiffioners and a 
Receiver, appointed by Warrant from the Lords of the 
Treafury, a Registrar, Solicitor, Houfekeeper, Three Mef- 
fcngers, Two Street-keepers, a Surveyor or Meafurer, &c. 
at an Annual Charge, in Salaries, of 1,515, adding 
thereto the incidental Charges, which, in 1796, were 
£.741. 19s. 4\d. The total Expence amounted in that 
Year to £.2,256. \qs. 4jd.* 

There are no reverfionary Appointments in this Department. 

Your Committee have alfo annexed an Account of other 
Places and Emoluments holden under Government by any 
of the Officers in this Department. 

The Commiffioners reprefent their Duty to be, that they, 
or Three of them, attend One or Two Boards in a Week to 
licence and regulate Hackney Coaches and Chairs, and alfo 
to hear and determine Complaints, and on other occafional 
Days to examine Accounts, and fettle other Bufinefs of the 
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Office, They ftate it to be their Practice, whenever Licences 
are granted, to enquire into the Character and Situation of 
Life of the Perfons applying for them ; and that they are 
granted only to fuch as have been accuftomed to be employed 
as Coachmen, or to be the Keepers of Stables *. 

The Perfon who holds the Office of Receiver and Regiftrar, 
attends Daily at the Office on all Days except Holidays, and 
the Solicitor on every Board Day, when he conducts the 
Proceedings on the Complaints made, and on other Days 
enters the Convictions and Acquittals ; for all which Bufinefs 
his Bills ufually amount to about £. 150 per Annum ; and it 
is ftatcd that he has no other Emolument from this Office, 
except what may occafionally arife from Payments by Hackney 
Coach Owners and Drivers, for Warrants granted by the 
Commiffioners to enforce Payment of Rent, and Fines im- 
pofed and remaining unpaid. 

The Annual Grofs Receipt of this Revenue appears to be, 
for One Year ending the 5th January, 1797, ^.26,200 ; no 
other Fees are paid in the Office, except One Shilling for the 
regiftering the Number and Place of Abode of the Matter 
of every Cart, Car, or Dray, within the Bills of Mortality, 
as directed by the 1 8th Geo. U. which is diftributed equally 
between the Commiffioners and the Keeper and Regiftrar of 
fuch Entries, and, on an Average, is about equal to what 
each Commiffioner pays for Taxes, making his Salary a Net 
£. 200. a Year. 

§ 2. There has been no Increafe or Diminution in this 
Office fince 1782, except £.10. per Annum added to the 
Receiver's Salary, for the extra Trouble occafioned by the 
new Duty of £.13 on each Hackney Coach, by the Act of 
the 24th Year of 'His present Majefty. 

§ i: Jt has appeared to Your Committee to deferve Con- 
fiderat'ion, ill whether this Office might not be eafily confo- 

* Supplement (B,) 
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lidated with that of the Hawkers and Pedlars, if it fhould be 
thought proper to continue that Eftablifhment ; in which 
Cafe it might alfo be, perhaps, fufficient to employ Three 
Commiflioners for managing both Sorts of Duties ; or, 2dly, 
Whether (in cafe the Bufinefs of the Hawkers and Pedlars 
Office mould be transferred to the Stamp Office, the Licences 
might not in that Cafe be granted without Inconvenience by 
the Stamp Office, eipecially as the Number granted An- 
nually is not very confidsrable, there having been only 
Ninety-one granted in the Year 1796. 

The Neceflity of making Bye Laws does not appear to 
have exifted for many Years paft, the lateft bearing Date in 
1 77 1 ; and if a Neceflity mould arife for making any fuch in 
future, it may be eafily made the Subject of a fpecial Statute 
for the Purpofe. 

With Regard to the' Jurifdiction which the prefent Com- 
miflioners exercife, the Powers originally given them have 
been gradually extended by fucceflive Statutes to the Alder- 
men of London, the Juftices for Middlefex and Surrey, and 
afterwards to thofe of Kent and Eflex. Your Committee 
have annexed a detail Account of the Adjudications made 
by the Commiflioners in 1796 ; but they alfo find, upon En- 
quiry, that the feveral Public Offices recently eftabliflied are 
at prefent reforted to in thefe Cafes, and the Facility of 
fpeedy Redrefs there is obvioufly greater, inafmuch as the 
Board of Commiflioners meet only Once or Twice a Week, 
whereas thefe Magiihates are by Law obliged to a Daily and 
Hourly Attendance. 

In which ever Way the Wifdom of Parliament may 
ultimately think fit to reform this Department, the prefent 
Expence which it occafions to the Public feems to admit of 
material Retrenchment. , 

July 19th, 1797. 
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An Account of the prefent Eftabliffiment of the Office for re- 
gulating Hackney Coaches and Chairs. 

THE Eftabliffiment of the Office is by Commiflion under the 
Great Seal, made in purfuance of feveral AcLsof Parliament, 
whereby Five Commiffioners are appointed to regulate and licenfe 
Hackney Coaches and Chairs, within the Cities of London and 
Weftminfter. Suburbs of the fame, and the Parifhes comprized 
within the Weekly Bills of Mortality, with a Power to appoint 
fuch Officers under them as they fhail find necelfary for carrying 
on the fame. 

The Eftabliffiment of this Office is both of Revenue and Regu- 
lation, and conduced by the Commiffioners and a Receiver of the 
Revenue (which amounts to £. 26,000 per Annum from Coaches, 
and £.200 per Annum from Chairs ) The Receiver is appointed 
by Warrant under the Hands and Seals of the Lords Commiffioners 
of His Majefty's Treafury ; and there is alfo a Regiftrar, a Soli- 
citor, a Houfekeeper, Three Meflengers. Two Street-keepers, and 
a Surveyor or Mcafurer, appointed by the faid Commiffioners. 

The Duty of the faid Commiffioners is, that they, or Three of 
them, attend One or Two Board Days in the Week, from Ten to 
Three o'Clock, to licenfe and regulate Hackney Coaches and 
Chairs, and to hear and determine Complaints againfl Hackney 
Coachmen and Chairmen, and to enforce Payment of Rents and 
lines; and alfo on other occafional Days, to examine Accounts, 
and fettle other Bufinefs of the Office. ' The Salary of each Com- 
miffionef is £.200 per Annum, out of which he pays the Penfion 
Tax of is. per Lib. and Civil Lift Duty of 6cL per Lib. amounting 
together to £.15 per Annum. 

_ The Receiver's Duty is, to attend Daily at his Office, from Ten 
till Two o'Clock (Holidays excepted) to receive the Rents of the 
Hackney Coaches and Chairs (amounting to/'.26,20o per Annum, 
the Coaches payable Monthly, and the Chairs Quarterly) and to 
give Receipts for each Rent ; alio to keep regular Accounts of the 
faid Rents, and Hate Monthly Accounts of the feveral Revenues 
to the Commiffioners, and prove the Payment of the Money into 
the Exchequer ; and alfo to tranfmit 'Copies of fuch Accounts 
Monthly, certified by the Commiffioners to the Lords Commif- 
fioners of His Majefty's Treafury j alfo to pafs Annual Accounts 
of his general Receipts and Payments before the Commiffioners and 
the Auditors of the Public Accounts. — His Salary is £ 100 per 
Annum, out of which he pays the Taxes of £.5, and £. 2. 10s. 
per Annum. There are no Perqtiifites whatever attending the Re- 
ceipts or Payments of this Money, except that, on Payments made 
by him into the Exchequer (which is ufually Twelve in the Year) 
he pays on fuch PaymentsSixtpgji Shillings in Fees, for which it 

has 
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has been cuflomary to allow him, on each Payment, One Pound, 
whereupon he gains a Perquifite, amounting in the whole to about 
£ 4. i6j. per Annum ; there is alfo iifually allowed to the faid 
Receiver, on pafiing his Annual Accounts through all the Offices, 
a further Emolument of £.2 Annually bevond his aftual Expen- 
diture. The faid Receiver hath no oilier Emolument arifing from 
fuch his Office, fave that of his having a Refidence or Apartment 
in the Office, and Four Chaldron of Coals allowed him, and £ .5 
for Candles. 

We beg to obferve, that by the Aft of Parliament of the 241)1 of 
His prefent Majefty, an additional Duty of £.1% per Annum was 
laid on the whole Number of Hackney Coaches, the Receipt and 
Management of which additional Revenue created, much Trouble 
through the Office ; and the faid Aft not having provided any ad- 
ditional Salary, the Receiver's Clerk made Application for £ 20 
per Annum for his additional Trouble, which has been from Time 
to Time inferted in the Bill ot Incidents, and conftantly allowed 
to the faid Receiver's Clerk for his Trouble therein, and paid him 
Ouarterly. 

The Regiflrar's Duty is, to keep an exaft Regifler of Hackney 
Coaches and Chairs, the Names and Places of Abode of the 
Owners, and Numbers of each Coach and ( ?hair ; alfo to make out 
Summonfes on all Complaints to the Owners and Drivers of 
Hackney Coaches, and the Owners and Carriers of Hacknev 
Chairs ; alfo to enter the Complaints in a Book tor the Commif- 
fioners, and a Copy thereof in another Book lor their Solicitor ; 
alfo to attend the Board, enter the Minutes of their Proceedings, 
and to do all other Bufinefs of the Board as Regillrar ; alfo to 
make out all Hackney Coach and Chair Licences, and Counterpart 
thereof. For writing and ingroffing each Licence, and the Coun- 
terpart thereof, his Fee is 2s. 6c/. His Salary is^".ioo per Annum, 
out of which he pays the Taxes of £.5 and £.2. 10s. per Annum. 
The faid Regiftrar hath no other Emolument from fuch his Office, 
except Two Chaldron of Coals allowed him. 

The Duty of the Solicitor is, to attend the Board every Board 
Day, upon all Bufinefs before them, particularly in taking Infor- 
mations againft Hackney Coachmen and Chairmen, fwearing the 
Evidence, taking down the fame, and on other Days, entering all 
Conviftions and Acquittals in a legal Way ; for all which Bufinefs 
his Bills do ufually amount to about £.150 per Annum, fubjeft to 
the One Shilling Duty. And the faid Solicitor hath no other 
Emolument from fuch his Office, except what may occafionally 
aiife from Payments by Hackney Coach Owners and Drivers for 
the Expence of Warrants granted by the Commiffioners, againft the 
Goods or Body of fuch Owners or Drivers, in order to inforce 
Payment of Rent or Fines impofed and remaining unpaid. 
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The Houfekeeper's Duty is, to receive Complaints againft 
Coachmen and Chairmen every 1 Day, and to take Care of the 
Office. — The Salary is £.$o per Annum and Apartments. 

The Three Melfengers Duty is, to attend upon the Commif- 
fioners on the Board Days ; to execute all Rent and Prifon War- 
rants granted by them ; to infpeft and fee there are no falie Num- 
bers working, and affift in regulating the Standing of Hackney 
Coaches and Chairs in the Stieets. Their Salaries are £47 per 
Annum each. 

The Two Street-keepers Duty is, to funimon, by written Sum- 
mons, Hackney Coachmen and Chairmen, againft whom Com- 
plaints are made, in order for their Appearance before the Commif- 
fioners ; to attend the Board Days ; alfo to regulate all Hackney 
Coachmen and Chairmen ft. mding and plying improperly in the 
Streets; and likewife to a Hi il the Meffengers in executing the 
Commiflioners Warrants. Their Salaries are/*. 42 per Annum each. 

The Dutv of the Surveyor or Meafurer is to attend the Office 
almoft Daily, particularly on Board Days, for the Purpofe of 
afcertaining to the Commiffioners the Diftance, upon all Com- 
plaints for Exafftion before them ; at other Times to furvey and 
meafure all additional new Streets, Buildings, Roads and Avenues, 
within the Boards Jurifdi&ion, entering the fame in Books, for 
which his Salary or Allowance is/". 40 per Annum, 

There are no Emoluments -belonging to this Office, except that 
by an Act of the 18th Geo II. the Commiffioners are directed to 
enter the Names and Places of Abode of the Mafter or Owner of 
every Cart, Car, or Dray, and the Number of fuch Cart, 
Car,' or Dray, driven within the Bills of Mortality. For 
every fuch Entry (which Entry fuffices during the Owner's 
Life) One Shilling and no more is to be taken, compenfating for 
the Care and Trouble of making fuch Entry ; and the Grofs Sum 
arifing therefrom, being Quarterly divided (as is cuftomary) into 
fix Parts, and dillributed equally between \he Five Commiifioners, 
and the Keeper and Regiftrar, of fuch Entries, on an Average 
proves a Cutnpenlation to each Cominiflioner for the Taxes he 
pays, and makes his Salary Net £'200 a Year. There is alfo a 
further Fee ot Four Pence, directed by an Acl of the Seventh of 
His prefent Majefty to be paid to the Commiffioners Clerk for 
every Starch made by arty Pcrfon into the Book of Entries already 
mentioned, this has been accordingly received by the Clerk for his 
own Life ; but there is no Record kept of its Amount, and we 
hold it to be very inconfiderablc. 

We do not know of any Allowance made out of the Revenues 
collccled by us, or the Receiver of the faid Revenues, to any 
Perfon or Perlons whatever, belonging to the faid Office, except 
fuch Charges as arife under the Head of Stationary and other 

Incidents, which are confidcrcd as neceffary Expences, and charccd 

j: 1.. : -_. n-ii.ri . • 1 . iH . - . 0 
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An Account of Places, Penfions, and other Emplovments under 
Government, held by the Officers in this Department. 



Names. 


Situations in the Hackney 
Coach Office. 


Penfions, Places, or other 
Employments under Government. 


John Soley, Efq. 


- 




Nil 


R. Capper, Efq. 






Nil 


J.Rcynardfon,Efq. 
W.Dougla?,Efq. 




;>CoinmWfioners 


Is One of the Chrks of the Privy 
Seal, which Clerklhij> p educed, upon 
Avenge of the J ait Three Year*, about 
£■.186 per Annum (cur.lidtr.ibly in- 
crcafed from the Creation of Peerage* 
in 1 796 ) 

Nil • 


M. Morgann, Efq. 

■ 


_ 


1 


Holds the Plnce cf Weigher and 
Teller in the Mint, Salary £.82 per 
Annum, with a final! Place of Reli- 
dence there. 

A Pension under the Great Seal foe- 
Life, nominally £.3 ;o per Annum, but 
given to pioduce ,£.zjo per Annum 
Net; nffigned to him in confequene'e 
of a Compact negociated with Loul 
North, upon the Fa th of which he 
accepted the Office of Military Secre- 
tary to Lord Dorchdler in America. 


J.O'Byrne,Efq. 


Receiver and Rejifttar - 


Comptroller of the To Warehoufes 
under the Cultoms, Net £.57 per Ann. 


Matthew Cheffall 


Solicitor 


Nil 



An ACCOUNT of the Grofs Produce of the Duties on Hackney 
Coaches and Chairs, with the Deductions and Charges of Ma- 
nagement, for Three Years, ending 5th January, 1797. 







Grofs 
Amount. 


Charges of 
Management. 


For One Year, ending 5th January, 


*795 - 


£• 

26,200 


£. s. d. 
2,340 ij 0 


For One Year, ending 5th January, 


1796 - 


26,200 


2,295 >7 9 


For One Year, ending ,5th January, 


1797 - 


26,200 


2,256 19 41 


Total 


- £• 


78,600 


6,893 14 i| 
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Examination of Maurice Morgann, Efq. Fifteen Years a 
CommifTioner of the Hackney Coach Office, and William 
Douglas, Efq. a CommifTioner about Fourteen Years; taken 
the 8th Da)' of July 1797. 

Q. WHAT is the Practice of the Office in granting Licences to 
Hackney Coaches and Chairs ? — A. In the firft Place, we inform 
ourfelves w.hat has been their previous Situation in Life, and their 
Characters. We grant Licences to fuch Perfons as have been ac- 
cnflomed to be employed as Coachmen, or keep Livery Stables. — 
\( other Sorts of People, fuch as Shop-keepers, apply for Licences, 
they are retufed ; and if anv Perfons who have obtained Licences 
defert that Employment, the Licences in fuch Cafes are revoked. 

Q. In what Mode is Inch Examination made into the Situation 
and Characters of Perfons employed ? — A. By the Board. 

Q. Are Inch Licences granted moflly on the mere Application of 
the Individuals, or upon previous Recommendation to the Board ? 
— Thev are fometimes given by the Board ; in general to Perfons 
recommended by Minifters, and other Perfons of Rank and Con- 
fequence, or by individual Commiffioners in Turn, in confequence 
of private Applications. 

0. What Sort of Enquiry is made into the Situation and Cha- 
racter of Perfons defil ing Licences, befides that which takes Place 
on their perfonal Application, and their Account of themfelves ?— 

A. The Recommendations they bring give a general Account of 
them ; we make a more particular Enquiry when they appear before 
the Board. 

Q. In cafe Oueflions arife on the Dillance, by what Mode is this 
Difference fettled? — A. By the Entry of the Surveyor In the Books 
of the Office. 

0. Docs he always attend in Perfon ? — A. Yes, every Day in the 
Office, and attends on the Board always; the Complaint may be 
lodged any Day. The Surveyor computes the Diflance in difpute, 
and reports it to the next Board, when the Complaint is heard. If 
the Driver againfl whom the Board may have decided, infills on the 
Dillance being re-nieafured, it is done, and if he is found to be 
wrong, he is made to pay a double Penalty ; the Perfon who com- 
plains again ft the Driver mull abide by the Firft Adjudication of the 
Board. 

Q. When Complaints are made before Jufiices of the Peace at 

the Police Offices, orelfewhere, by what Mode do they proceed ? 

A. They are conllantly furnilhed, from the Coach Office, with the 
Refidence of every Coachman, and Copies of all the Regulations 
and Bye Laws. 
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TWELFTH REPORT. 



DUTIES ok PENSIONS, SALARIES, FEES, &c. 



( Ordered to be printed igtb July, 1797. ) 

r T*HESE Duties are of Two Sorts, namely, the Duty of 
A Six Pence in the Pound, impofed by Stat. 7 Geo. I. 
Cap. 27. Sec. 19. enabling his Majefty to caufe fuch a De- 
duction to be made from Penfions, and alfo from Salaries, 
Fees, and Wages payable for, or in refpedt of Offices of Pro- 
fit, granted or derived from the Crown ; and the Duty im- 
pofed by Stat. 31 Geo. II. Cap. 22. of One Shilling in the 
Pound upon the Yearly Value or Amount of all Salaries, 
Fees, and Perquifites, incident unto, or received for or in 
reipect of all Offices and Employments of Profit in Great 
Britain ; and the like upon all Penlions and other Gratuities 
exceeding the Value of £. 100 per Annum, payable out of 
any Revenue belonging to Flis Majefty, in Great Britain, 
computing the Profits of Offices as they were rated to the 
laft Land Tax. 

• The Commiffioners of Accounts, in their Enquiries into 
1 his Branch of the Revenue, proceeded with a View to the 
Balances of Public Money, which might appear to be in the 
Hands of Public Accountants, and advifed, that the Pay- 
ment of all Revenues into the Exchequer fhould be accele- 
rated. The following Statements will fhew in what Paiticu- 
lars the Collection of thefe Duties has undergone any Alter- 
ation fince the Period when thole Enquiries were made. 
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§ I. In the Second Report of the Commiffioners of Ac- 
counts, it appears, that the Receiver of the Six Penny Duty 
had in his Hands a Balance of £. 6,88 1. ys. nd. when he 
returned his Accounts upon the 8th of December 1780; in 
which Accounts the Receipt of that Year between the 5th 
January and ji 6th December was ftated to be £.45,646. 
45. Grofs Produce, lubject to a Deduction of Three 

Pence per Pound for his Salary, which for that Year amounted 
to £.571. 15. 6d. and £.ioo by a Warrant for the incidental 
Charges attending the Execution of his Office; and of £-^o 
for Fees to the Auditor of the Tmprefts ; and of the further 
Sum of £. 33 for other imaller Fees for Quietus on his An- 
nual Accounts. The Receiver of this Duty had then no 
ftated Times of Payment into the Exchequer, except that 
in March or April every Year he paid in the Balance then in 
his Hands of his laft Year's Collection: 

Upon the Return made to Your Committee by the prefent 
Receiver General^ it appears, that the Receipt of this Duty, 
from the 5th January 1796 to the 5th January 1797, a " 
mounted to £. 47*244. 1 if. -]\d *. and that he paid the prin- 
cipal Part of that Revenue into the Exchequer by Monthly 
Payments, between the 26th January and the 14th Decem- 
ber 1796; and that the Balance of his Account, amounting 
to I- I >5 2 5> was paid into the Exchequer on the 2d January 
laft ; and that on the Clofe of the Account on the 9th Janu- 
ary, there appeared to be clue to him from the Public the 
Sum of £.1. 11s. id. After this Period, and prior to the 
29th April laft, his Receipt was £.12,411. 8s. \\d. of 
which £. 12,000 has been paid into the Exchequer by 
Monthly Payments. 

The prefent Receiver further ftates, that he executes his 
Office in Perfon ; that he is allowed by a Treaiury Warrant 
£.100 per Annum for an Office, a Clerk, Stationary, and 

* Supplement (A.) 

incidental 
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incidental Expcnces, bcfides the, Three Pence per Pound on 
all Money paid into the Exchequer ; and that he has no 
other Fee or Allowance whatever j nor are there any other 
Expences incident to the Receipt of this Revenue. 

2. It appears from the lame Report of the Commiffioners 
of Accounts, that the Receiver of the One Shilling Duty 
had a Balance of £.2,050. 155. 7/ in his Hands on the 
20th October 1780 ; up to which Time, from the 5th of 
April, his Accounts were returned. In that Period the 
Grols Produce was ftated to be £.14,734. igs. 3d. out of 
which was to be deducted Three Pence per Pound Salary, 
and a Fee of £.$0 to the Auditor of the Imprefts. The 
Receiver of this Duty made his Payments every Quarter 
into the Exchequer, and paid in his Balance Once a Year. 

The prefent Receiver General of the One Shilling Duty 
ftates his Receipt of One Year, Irom the 5th January 1796 
to the 5th January 1797, to have been £. 26,748. 3*. %±d. 
which was paid by Quarterly Inftalments into the Exchequer} 
and that his Balance is always paid in previous to the 5th of 
January of each Year. Of the prefent Year's Receipt, the 
Sum of £. 3,500 was paid into the Exchequer on the 30th 
March ; feveral Sums have been fince received by him, and 
the Balance in his Hands, on the 29th of April, was 

£8,774. 7 s - 

It appears therefore to Your Committee, that the only 
Effect produced by the Obfervations of the Commiffioners of 
Accounts is this, that the Receiver General of the Six Penny 
Duty has regularly paid the Product of his Receipt, by 
Monthly inftead of irregular Inftalments, into the Exche- 
quer ; but that the Syftem of holding the Public Money 
in the Hands of the Receivers of both Sorts of Duties, 
within certain Limits of Time, continues to exift. 

K 3 § 2. Your 
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§ a. Your Committee have annexed Lifts of the Offices, 
&c. out cf which e.ich of thefe Duties is collected *. 

If the Collection of thefe Duties ought to be continued, 
to which the Commiffioners of Enquiry ftrongly object, Your 
Committee think that it would be proper in this, as in every 
other Inftance of the Receipt of Public Money where it is 
practicable, that it mould either be paid Weekly into the 
Exchequer, or that an Account fhould be kept by thefe 
Receivers at the Bank of England. For though the tempo- 
rary B.-'ances of thefe Accounts may be comparatively fmall, 
yet the Aggregate of fuch Balances is of fufficient Magni- 
tude to delerve Attention ; and it is dcfirable that one ftrict 
and uniform Principle of Economy and Security mould per- 
vade the whole Collection of the Revenue. There are, how- 
ever, fome Circumftances peculiar to each of thefe Duties, 
which require to be leparately noticed. The Six Penny 
Duty is not impofed abfolutely, but the Statute granting 
it operates only by enabling His Majefty to caufe this De- 
duction to be made ; and it appears to Your Committee, 
that a difcretionary Power has been exercifed accordingly, 
by difpenfing with this Deduction under the Authority of the 
Treafury-j-; and Your Committee refer to the feveral Inftances 
enumerated in the Appendix. There appear to be Six dif- 
ferent Sets of Penfions payable at the Exchequer, of which 
the total Amount, at July 1796, was £.79,715 %. 

The Appointment of the Receiver General of the One 
Shilling Duty alf-> ftands in fome Refpects upon a Ground 
peculiar to itfelf ; for his Office was eftablifhed under the 
Stat, 32 Geo. II. c. 33. chiefly to avoid the Expences of 
paffing a Multiplicity of Accounts before the Auditors of 
the Imprefts ; and as the Fees taken by the Auditors on fuch 
Accounts have been fince abolifhed by Stat. 23 Geo. III. 
c. 82. it appears to Your Committee, that the Caufe of the 

• Appendix Fol. Edit. + Supplement (C.) ; Supplement (B.) 

Appointment 
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Appointment of the Receiver having fo far ceafed, the 
Office ltfelf might probably be abolilhed hereafter, without 
Detriment to the Public Service ; and that the Amount of 
the Duty deducted might be ftopt or paid into the Exche- 
quer, in the Firft Inftance, according to the original Provi- 
fion made when this Duty was Firft granted. 

Upon thefe Duties, however, and alfo upon the Land 
Tax, as levied upon Offices paid by the Public, Your Com- 
mittee entirely concur in Opinion with the Commifiioners of 
Enquiry, " That they are very little calculated to anfwer the 
" Purpole of Revenue for which they were intended ; for in 
" thoie Cafes, where the Salaries are too high, the obvious 
** and fimple Mode of deriving an Aid from them to the 
" Revenue muft be by their Reduction 3 but the common 
" Mode of taxing them ferves unneceffarily to multiply the 
" Number of Receipts and Payments, by taking back with 
" one Ha;id what has juft been given with the other, dimi- 
" niilied too in its Progrefs by the Charge of Collection. In 
" other Cafes, where Salaries are avowedly no more than fuf- 
" ficient, fuch Reductions only lecoil upon the Public, by 
" creating new Claims to Confideration, which muft in Juf- 
" tice be fatisfied." 

July 19th, 1797. 
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State of the Accounts of Thomas Astle, Efq. Receiver General 
of the Deductions of 6J. in the Pound on Penfions, &c. 

IN obedience to your Order of the 26th Inftant, directing me 
to lav before you an Account of Monies received and paid 
into the Exchequer ; 1 have the Honour to acquaint, you, that the 
whole Sum received by me on Account of the faid Deductions, 
between January 5th, 1796, and January 5th, laft, amounted to 
the Sum of ^.47,244. 1 is. "j\d. ; and that the principal PaVt of 
the Revenue fo received was paid into the Exchequer by Monthly 
Payments, between the 26th of January and the 14th of December 
1796 ; and that the Balance of the faid Account, amounting to 
1,525, was paid into the Exchequer on the 2d of January lafl ; 
and on the final Clofe of the faid Account, which was delivered 
to the CommifTioncrs for Auditing the Public Accounts, on the gth 
of the fame Month, there appeared to be due from the Public to 
the faid Accountant, the Sum of £.1. us. id. 

Since the 8tli of January laft there has been received, on Ac- 
count of the faid Deductions, the Sum of ^.12,411. 8s. i$d. 
and there has been paid into the Exchequer fince that Time, by 
Monthly Payments, the Sum of /\i2,ooo, fo that there is at this 
Day remaining in the faid Receiver's Hands, the Sum of ^.411, 
8r. j \d, which, according to the ufual Mode of Payment, will be 
paid into the Exchequer, with other Monies to be by him received, 
in the Courfe of the next Month. 

All which is moil humbly fubmitted. 

Scotland Yard, 
April 29th, 1797. 
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EVIDENCE of James Fisher, Efq. in Anfwcr to Qucftions 
refpecting the Penfion Duties. 

0: iff. Upon what Offices or Penfions are the Shilling and Six 
Penny Duty paid or deducted at the Exchequer? — A. The Duty 
of Six Pe nee in the Pound is dedu&ed at the Exchequer upon all 
Payments from the Crown whatfoevcr, except in fuch Cafes as are 
exempt by Act of Parliament, or where it is difpenfed with under 
the Authority of the Commiflioners of the Treafury j and upon 
all Offices, Salaries, and Penfions, amounting to more than One 
Hundred Pounds per Annum, which are fubjeft to the Six Penny 
Duty, there is likewife deducted the Duty of One Shilling in the 
Found. 

0. 2. How 
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Q. 2d. How many Sets of Penfions are paid at the Exchequer, 
and of what Defcriptions ? — A. 1. Penfions formerly paid by the 
late Pavmafter of Penfions. ad. Penfions formerly paid by the 
Commiffioners of the Treafury. 3. Penfions payable to the Ser- 
vants of the late Queen Caroline, and Princefs Dowager of Wales. 
4. Penfions to the Minifters of the Vaudois Churches, and to 
fundry Perfons, in lieu of Tythes, Sec. 5. Penfions for Life, 
under His Majefty's Royal Letters Patent. 6. Penfions under His 
Majefty's Royal Sign Manual. 

0. 3. What is the preient total Amount of each Oafs ? 

Annual Amount 
, ^ at ]uly 1796. 

Penfions formerly paid by the Paymafter — ^".21,350 

Penfions formerly paid at the Treafury — 14,479 
Penfions to the late Queen Caroline's, and Princcfs 

Dowager of Wales's Servants — — 6,737 

Penfions to Minifters of the Vaudois Churches, &c. 1 ,388 

Penfions for Life by Patent — — 9>3% 

Penfions under His Majefty's Sign Manual — 26,372 

1 £-79>7 1 5 
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An Account of all Inftances in which the Six Penny Duty on 
Penfions and Offices has been dif'penfed with in 1796, and by- 
what Authority. ' 

By Parliamentary Authority. 
The Royal Family. 
The Paymafter of the Forces. 

Treafurer of the Navy. 

Treafurer of the Ordnance. 

Chief Cafhier of the Bank of England. 

Governor and Co. of the Bank, ol England. 

Commiffioners of the National Debt. 

Chief Calhier of the South Sea Company. 

Paymafters of Exchequer Bills 



c c 

O 3 
-3^ 



5 « < 
.s x 



fTo Lord Chatham 
Lord Rodney 
Lord Heathfield 
The Reprefentatives of 

Arthur Onflow 
Lord Bute 
Mr. Deare 
Mr. Wigglefworth 



To Mr. Hams 

Mr. J. & R. Perm 
Sir William Mulgrave 
Mr. Batt 

Mr. Chamberlayne 
Sir John Dick 
Mr. Leake 
Lady Dorchefter. 



The 
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The Right Honourable Henry Addington, Speaker of the Houfe 
of Commons, charged on the Confolidated Fund, to complete 
£. 6,000 per Annum. 

The Sheriffs of England and Wales. 

Mr. Marlham, Secretary to the Commiffioners for iffuing Com- 
mercial Exchequer Bills, charged on ditto. 

The Clerk of the Hanaper in the Court of Chancery, charged 
on ditto. 

Mr. Cobb, for Expences in the Office for Auditing the Public 
Accounts, charged on ditto. 

Lord Cholmondelev, for Repairs at Carleton Houfe. 

The Commiffioners for receiving an Annuity lor the Prince of 
Wales. 

The Judges of England and Wales. 
To Doftor Francis Willis, on his Penfion. 
Sir John Skynner, on ditto. 

Mr. Stevens, Receiver of Queen Anne's Bounty. 
Mr. Newland, for the Britifh Mufeum. 

By Treasury Letters. 

John Jackfon, et. al. for Salaries to the Clerks in the Auditors 
Tontine Office. 

Mr. Phipps, et. al. for D° to D°, in the Tontine Pell Office, 
charged on the Confolidated Fund. 

Mr. Reeves, Receiver for the Seven Public Offices, charged on 
ditto, 

Mr. Cotton, for American Sufferers. 
D° for Repairs of Douglas Harbour. 
Mr. Hamilton, for dreffuig Hemp and Flax in Scotland. 
John Wilmot, et. al. for the Support of the French Refugee 
Clergy and Laity. 

William Pollock, Efquire, for ditto. 

William Chinncry, Agent for New South Wales. 

Percival Lewis, D°, for New Brunfwick. 

Richard Cumberland, D°, for Nova Scotia. 

Charles Goddard, D°, for the Province of Upper Canada. 

Sir John Call, for Expences of the Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. Prefton, Surveyor of Roads in North Britain. 

Mr. Butt, for Expences of the Veterinary College. 

Exchequer, July 8th, 1797. 
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FIRST FRUITS. 



( Ordered to be printed, I gtb July, i "]gj.J 

r I TIE Firft Fruits is an appropriated Revenue for the 
Augmentation of Small Livings, under Stat, i and 3 
Ann. C. 11. and 1 Geo. I. 

§ 1. The prefent Eftablifhment confifts of, The Remem- 
brancer, the Comptroller, the Receiver, and Two Clerks *. 

The Remembrancer and Comptroller hold their Offices 
by Grant from the Crown ; and the Receiver is appointed 
by the Treafury upon the Nomination of the Archbimops 
and Bifhops. The Remembrancer has no Salary, but derives 
his Profits from ancient Fees, &c. The Comptroller, who 
a'ffs by Deputy, has a Salary of^.150 per Annum ; and the 
Receiver £.100 for himfelf, and £. 10 for a Clerk. 

This Revenue for 1795 and 1796 amounted in the Whole 
to £. 9,045. 14J. out of which Salaries, amounting for the 
Two Years, to £. 1,440, were paid ; and it is reprefented to 
Your Committee, that the Refidue of each Year's Receipt 
was Annually paid by the Receiver into the Exchequer, at 
the Difpofal of their Lordfhips the Bifhops, and the Truftees 
under the Adt, for the Purpoles of Queen Anne's Bounty. 

§ 2. No Increafe or Diminution has taken place, fince 
1782, in the Number or Amount of Salaries, Fees, and 

* Supplement (A.) 
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Emoluments in this Office, excepting a Grant of £. 150 a 
Year to the Receivers, payable, by virtue of a Warrant un- 
der the Sign Manual, July 30th 1791, over and above his 
Salary of £.100 per Annum, and in Addition to the Sum of 
£.150 per Annum granted to the fame Officer in 1782, as a 
Reward for the Publication of Liber Regis *. 

§ 2. Your Committee obferving, that upon this Eftablifli- 
ment there is One Patent Sinecure Office, viz. that of 
Comptroller ; are of Opinion, that upon a future Vacancy, 
fuch an Office upon fuch an Eftablilhment ought to be 
abolilhed. 

TENTHS. * 

THE Grofs Produce of the Tenths, after the Annual 
Payment of a Sum of £. 15. 165. 3d. to the Dean and 
Chapter of St. Paul's, ufually amounts to about £. 9,900 -f. 

§ 1. The Eftablilhment for the Collection of the Tenths, 
confifts of the Receiver, appointed during His Majefty's 
Plcafure, with a Salary of £.300 per Annum, by Patent, 
befides 6d. for every Acquittance ; as directed by Act of 
Parliament, amounting to about ^.120 per Annum. A 
further Sum, amounting upon an Average to £. 205 per 
Annum, is allowed for Office, Clerks, and Incidents, makin°- 
the Total Charge upon the Funds £. 505 per Annum. 

§ 2. No Increafe or Diminution has taken place, in the 
Number or Amount of the Salaries, Fees, or Emoluments 
belonging to this Eftablilhment, except that the Receiver, 
who was formerly permitted to keep the Balances in his 
Hands for a coniiderable Time after he had received the 
fame, was directed, in or about the Year 1788 or 1789, to 
pay his Balances into the Exchequer on or before the Month 
• Supplement (B.) f Supplement (C.) 
J [I. Of 
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of October in each Year. But ever fince the Appointment 
of the prefent Receiver in December J 791, the Amount of 
all thefe Sums, which are principally received between the 
Middle of April and the laft Day of May, has been paid into 
the Exchequer on or before the 10th or 1 ith of June in each 
Year, being the very Day, or the Day after, the Accounts 
are clofed *. 

§ 3. Your Committee obferving, that the Expence of col- 
lecting the Tenths does not much exceed One Twentieth of 
the Annual Receipt ; whereas the Expences of collecting the 
Firft Fruits (befides the Fees of Officers) amount nearly to 
One Sixth of the whole Receipt , are of Opinion, that the 
Royal Bounty directed to fo important an Object as the 
Augmentation of Small Livings, might be more (Econo- 
mically adminiftered, by reducing the Eftablifhment of the 
Office of Firft Fruits ; or perhaps, with ftill better Effect, 
by uniting in One Office the Management of both thele 
Funds, which are of a fimilar Nature, and are appropriated 
to the fame Purpofes, at the Difpofal of the fame Governor?. 

July 19th, 1797. 

* Supplement (D.) 
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Return for an Account of the prefent Eflablifhment of the 
First Fruits Office. 

IN obedience to the Requifition of the Lords Commiffioners of 
His Majeffy's Treafury, I beg leave, for their Lordfhips Infor- 
mation, to itate, that the prefent Eflablifhment of the Firfl Fruits 
Office continues exactly the fame it ever did, confiding of the 
Remembrancer, the Comptroller, the Receiver, and Two Clerks ; 
that the Office of Remembrancer is a Grant from the Cfown, and 
came into my Polfeffion by Purchafe, on the 27th of December 
17(56. As Remembrancer I was entitled to, and accordingly ap- 
pointed (or rather continued) under the Approbation of tbe Lord 
Chief Baron, the Two Clerks then in Pofieflion. The Crown 
appoints the Comptroller, and their Lordlliips the Bifhops nomi- 
nate to the Lords of the Treafury the Receiver. The Salaries 
paid out of the Revenue are, to the Comptroller £.150 per 
Anoum — to the Receiver £120 for him felt' and Cierk. The 
Remembrancer and his Clerks have no Salaries annexed to their 
Offices, the Profits thereof wholly arifing from very ancient Fees, 
and are the fame now as originally eflablifhed under the Sanction 
of the Court ot Exchequer, and are various and uncertain in their 
Annual Amount, arifing from Compofitions taken of Bonds on Pay- 
ment of Firfl Fruits, collecting Arrears, &c. The Names and Situ- 
ation of the Officers under this Branch of Bufinefs are as follows: 
George Barker Devon, Remembrarci , affefTed to the Land 
Tax at the Rate of £. 150 per Annum. He is likewife affefTed to 
the additional Tax ot One Shilling in the Found, by virtue of an 
Aft of Geo. II. of £. 150 per An mini ; and exclusively pays the 
Two Clerks out of his private Purfe. 

Lord Walfingham, Comptroller, affefTed to the Land Tax, and 
the One Shilling Duty, at the Rate of £.150 per Annum 

John Bacon, Receiver, afleffed at £.120, and the Firfl Duty, 
per Annum. 

William Shiigley, as Deputy Remembrancer, affefTed at the 
Rate of £. 30 per Annum. 

John Bacon, as Senior Clerk in the Tame Office, afTeffed at the 
R ue of £ . 60 per Annum. 

William Shrigley, as Junior Clerk, afiefTcd at £ ,^0 per Annum. 

The Duty and Attendance of the above Officers ate Daily, excepting the 
Comptioller, whole Biifmd'a is trani'afted by his Deputy. 

It is an appropriated Revenue for the Augmtnta'ion of fmall Livings, and 
paid Annually by the Receiver into the Court of Exchequer, at the Difpofal 
(for tlu Purpofe of Queen Anne's Bounty) of their Lore Jhips ih« Bilhops, and 
the Truftsei under that Aft. ' . 

Fi»;i Fruits Office, May 2, 1797. 

A 
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An Account of Money received by the Receiver of the Firft 
Fruits, on that Account, from the iff January 1795 to the ill 
January 1797, and of the Payments made thereout, and ot the 
Balance remaining in his Hands. 



RECEIPTS. 

To Calh received from the ift Day of january to the 31ft 
Day of December 1795 ... 

To Cafh received from the ill Day of January to the 31ft 
Day of December 1766 - 



£. s. d. 
4,491 11 5 
4.553 19 7z 



19 7l 



PAY M E N T S. 

By Payment into the Exchequer as per £. 

'Tally, for 179; - - - 3,771 
By Payment into the Exchequer as per 

'Tally, for 1796 _ 3,833 
By Account of Salaries, as (tated underneath, 

for 1795 anc * 1 79^ " " 1,440 c 

DISBURSEMENTS. 



By Two Years Salary to the Right Hon. Lord Walfingham, 
Comptroller, to the 3 1 It December, 1795 and 1796, 

By Two Years Annuity to Pendrell Rogers, (for the Pre- 
fervation of King Charles 11. in the Royal Oak) to the 
5th Julv 1795 and 1796 - - - 

By Two Years Annuity tv/ John Bacon, Efq. directing the 
faid Allowance out of this Revenue, as an Encourage- 
ment and Reward to him for the Publication of Liber 
Regis, to 3 ill December 1795 and 1796 - - - 

Bv Two Yearly Payments to George Barker Devon, Efq. 
being the Fee to the Lord Chief Baron, to the 31ft Dec. 
1795 and 1796 - 

By Two Yearly Payments to the faid George Barker Devon, 
Efq. his ufual Allowance for his Diligence in writing 
Procefs, &c. to 3 lit December 1795 and 1796 

By Two Years Salary to John Bacon, ^.100 and £.20 for 
a Clerk each Year, to 3 1 ft December 1795 and 1796 - 

By Two Years additional Salary to the Receiver, to 31ft 
December 1795 and 1796, - 



9,045 11 of 



9,045 
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RETURN for an Account of the prefent Eftablifhment of the 
Office of Receiver of the Tenths : Alfo, for an Account of the 
Tenths of the Clergy which have been received in the Three 
Years laft paft, ending Chriftmas 1796; and of the Payments 
.thereout, and of the Balance now in the Hands of the Receiver. 

SIR, 

IN Anfwer to your Letter, bearing Date the 27th Ultimo, 
defiring me, in purfuance of an Order of the Seleft Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons, to tranfmit to you an Account of the pre- 
fent Eftablifhment of the Office of Receiver of the Tenths, and to 
fpecify the feveral Officers employed under it, the Duty of each 
Officer, the Authority by which his Appointment is made,, and the 
Duration of his Intereft therein, and the Salaries, Fees, and other 
Emoluments refpe&ively belonging thereto; together with an Ac- 
count of what Increafe or Diminution has taken place, fince 1782, 
in the Number or Amount of the Salaries, Fees, and Emoluments 
of the faid Office, I have the Honour of informing you, that the 
Office of Receiver of the Tenths is created by the Statute of the 
3d Geo. I. Cap. to. and by virtue of that Aft, the Receiver of the 
Tenths is nominated and appointed by his Majefty's Letters Patent, 
under the Great Seal, and immediately after fuch Nomination and 
Appointment, and before he takes upon him the Execution of his 
Office, he takes an Oath for the due and faithful Execution of the 
fame, before Seven or more of the Governors of Queen Anne's 
Bounty, and gives Security to the Governors in their Corporate 
Capacity, or to fuch Perfon or Perfons as they in a General Court 
appoint, for his true and juft accounting for and Payment of all 
and every Sum and Sums of Money which he fhall receive by 
virtue of his faid Office, and for his due and faithful Execution 
a,nd Difcharge of his faid Office, as the Governors at a General 
Court, at any Time before his taking upon him the Execution of 
bis faid Office, order and diredf . 

The Receiver is appointed during His Majefty's Pleafure, and 
has a Salary of ^.300 per Annum granted him by the Letters Pa- 
tent, befides Six -pence for every Acquittance, as directed by the 
AEi of Parliament, which, communibus Annis, amounts to about 
£. 120 per Annum. 

The Governors alfo, until the laft Year, made an Annual Allow- 
ance to him oi£. 200 for the Expenfes of his Office, which he ap. 
plied under their Direction in the following Manner; viz. 



To 
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To Two Clerks in the Office, at £. 60 a Year each . £. 120 
To the Office Keeper, per Annum . . 25 

Rent of the Chambers where the Office is kept . 25 

Stationary Wares, Coals, Taxes, and other incidental ) 

Expenfes, on an Average, per Annyin . J ^° 

£. 200 

But in the Courfe of the laft Year the Rent of the Chambers has 
been raifed to £ . 30 a Year, and therefore the Governors allow 
£■205, inflead of the former Sum of £. 200 per Annum, for the 
Expences of the Cjffice. 

The Clerks are appointed by the Receiver, and fo is the Office 
Keeper, and they are removeable by him at his Pleafure. 

There are not to my Knowledge any other Salaries, Fees, or 
Emoluments belonging to the Office of Receiver of he Tenths, 
and there has not been any Increafe or Diminution in the Number 
or Amount of the Salaries, Fees, or Emoluments fince the Year 
1782, or fince the Efiablilhment of the Office in the Year 1716, 
except as I took the Liberty of ftating in a former Letter to Mr. 
Long, to which I beg leave to refer you. 

The Deputy of the Receiver and his Clerks is to receive and give 
Acquittances for the perpetual Yearly Tenths of Ecclefiaflical Be- 
nefices ; and the Duty of the Office Keeper is to clean and make 
Fires in, and generally to take Care of the Office. 

After the above was written, I received the Honour of another 
Letter from vou, dated the 28th Ultimo, requiring me, in purfuance 
of another Order of the Seleft. Committee, bearing date the 26th 
Ultimo, to ftate an Account of the Tenths of the Clergv, which 
have been received in the Three lail Years, ending Chriftmas 1796, 
and of the Payments thereout, and of the Balance now in the 

Hands of the Receiver. 1 take leave to inform you, that the 

Tenths begin, under the before-mentioned Aft, to be received at 
Chriftmas in each Year; but on Account of the Shortnefs of the 
Davs, and the general State of the Weather, the Payments are made 
very fiowly, until about the Middle of April. By the Aft of Par- 
liament, the Period of clofing .the Receipt is fixed for the iaff of 
April ; but, that having been found very inconvenient to thofe who 
pay, and who in Default of Payment are fubjefted to the Expence 
of Exchequer ProcefTes, the Time for receiving has, under the Di- 
rection of the Governors, been enlarged to the laft Day of May, on 
which Day the Receipt ends. And the Receiver, affifted by his 
Clerks, proceeds to make up the Accounts with all poffible Expe- 
dition, and the Amount of the Sums received, after dedufting 
£. 15. 16s. %d. due and paid to the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's, 
has, ever fince I had the Honour of being appointed Receiver, 
which was in December 1791, been paid into His Majefty's Exche- 
quer 
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quer qq or before the roth or nth Days of June in each Year; 
on the verv Day or the Day after the Accounts are made up. 

The Tenths received in the Year 1793, after deducing the Pay- 
ment abovementioned to the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's, 
amounted to/" 9,918. ys. nd. The Tenths received in the Year 
1794, alter the fame Deduclion, amounted to £ g,Q5g- 3-f. i\d. 
The Tenths received in 1795, after the fame Deduction, amounted 
to/ - . 9,938. 14J. Sid. 

There is no Payment made out of the Tenths, except the above- 
mentioned Sum to the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's. The Sala- 
ries, &c. to the Receiver, Clerks, &c. as I have before fpecified, 
are paid by the Governors out of the Funds entrufted to them. 

When the Money is thus paid into the Exchequer, it is delivered 
over to the Governors of Queen Anne's Bounty, and applied by 
them under the Authority of the Stat. 2d and 3d Anne, Cap. 11. 
for the Augmentation of Small Livings. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

R. Richards. 

Lincoln's Inn, 
24th May, 1797. 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from R. Richards, Efquire — refpecling 
the lncreafe or Diminution in the Tenths Office. 

THERE has not been in this Office fincc the Year 1782, or 
indeed fince the Eftablifhment of the Office in 1716, any lncreafe 
or Diminution in the Number or the Amount of the Salaries, Fees, 
or Emoluments, except that the Receiver was permitted to keep 
the Balances in his Hand for a confiderable Time after he had re- 
ceived the fame; but in or about 1788 or 1789, he was directed to 
pay his Balances into the Exchequer on or before the Month of! 
October in each Year, and the Receiver has ever fince paid in his 
Balances in the Beginning of the Month of June in each Year, 
on the FirftDay of which the Accounts are ciofed. 
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EXPENDITURE OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE. 



HE Civil and Military Eftablifhments, under which the 



Expenditure of the Public Revenue is adminiftered, 
are numerous and various. But Your Committee have pro- 
fefled to begin their Inquiries with fuch only as have been 
previoufly examined or noticed by the Commiflioners of Ac- 
counts, or of Enquiry. And of this Delcription, the Dura- 
tion of their Powers as a Committee has only enabled them 
to report upon the following ; — I. The Bank of England, 
and South Sea Company, fo far as they have the Ma- 
nagement of the Public Debt ; i. The Treasury; 3. The 
Offices of the Three Secretaries of State ; 4. The 
Admiralty, Naw Board, Navy Pay Office, and 
Marine Pay Office ; 5. The Transport Board; 6. 
The War Office, the Pay Office, and the Office of 
Comptroller of Army Accounts ; 7. The Barrack 
Office ; 8. The Ordnance : — In this Lift they have in- 
cluded the Departments for Barracks and Tranfports, as 
having recently branched off from fome of the others which 
have come under their Confideration : — But Time has been 
wanting to enable them to extend their Inquiries to the 
Dock Yards — the Office of Sick and Wounded Seamen — the 
Victualling Office — the Naval and Victualling Departments 
cftablifhed in Foreign and diftant Parts : — Or to enter upon 
the Examination of many other Public Departments, not 
reported upon by the Commiffioners of Accounts, or of 
Enquiry j namely— the Privy Council Office — the Stationary 
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Office — the Mint — the Crown Lands, W oods, and Forefts— 
Chelfeaand Greenwich Hoipitals — the Courts of Weftminfter 
Hall — and the Civil Government of Scotland, Sec. 



The BANK of ENGLAND, and SOUTH SEA 
C O M P A N Y. 

UNDER the Head of Public Expenditure, the firfl 
Object of Attention which prefents itfelf is the Management 
of the 'Public Debt. 

The Bank of England and the South Sea Company con- 
duct the Whole of this Bufmefs. Their Functions, and 
Courfe of Proceeding in executing this Duty, underwent the 
Examination of the Commiflioners of Accounts in 1783. 
And Your Committee have, in their accuftomed Manner, 
proceeded to inquire ; 1 ft. How far the Regulations pro- 
pofed by the Commiflioners have been fince adopted ; 2dly. 
Whether any lncreafe or Diminution has taken place, fince 
the Year 1782, in either of thefc Branches of Expenditure ; 
jdly. What further Meafures can be adopted for reducing 
this Part of the Public Expenditure, without Detriment to 
the Public Service. 

§ 1. The Commiflioners of Accounts propoled feveral 
Meafures upon this Subject, all of which have fince been 
carried into Effect, with great Benefit to the Public. 

They recommended, in the firft Place, that the Accounts 
of the Calhiers of the Bank and South Sea Company ihould 
no longer be examined in the Office of the Auditors of the 
Impreft, conceiving it to be a needlefs Expence, and this 
Regulation has been fubftantially adopted ; the Office of the 
Auditors of the Impreft having been fince abolifhed, and no 
Fees being paid to the Commiflioners for auditing the Public 
Accounts, who now difcharge the fame Duty. The Fees 

paid 
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paid to the Auditors of the Impreft in 1781, for parting the 
Bank Account only, amounted to £. 19,682 3J. %d. ; and 
in 17S4, to £.20,360. is. nd. ; an Article of Charge 
which, unlefs it had been reformed, would at this Time have 
amounted to the Double of that Sum *. 

The Commiffioners of Accounts alio recommended, that 
the Cafhier of each Company mould tranfmit Annually to 
the Treafury an Account of the Receipts and Payments of 
all Annuities under their Management, and of the Balance 
of unclaimed Stock and Dividends. And this Meafure has 
been alfo carried into Execution, with great practical Ad- 
vantage to the Public. The State of thefe Balances-^ was 
repiefented to the Treafury in 1786, by the Commiffioners for 
auditing the Public Accounts : And a Loan of Half a Mil- 
lion Sterling, without Intereft, was advanced to the Public 
out of the unclaimed Stock and Dividends appearing upon 
thefe Annual Accounts. 

The Commiffioners of Accounts further recommended the 
Adoption of fome effectual Plan for the Reduction of the 
Nati6nal Debt itielf ; and various Meafures have been taken 
accordingly towards accomplishing this mod important Pur- 
pofe. 

In the Firft Place, U Sinking Fund of One Million, pay- 
able at the Exchequer Quarterly in every Year, was created 
in the Year 1786 ; to which certain Annuities were directed 
to be added, upon the Expiration of the Terms for which 
they were reflectively granted, and the Whole was veiled in 
Commiffioners for Reduction of the National Debt : Thefe 
Sums were afterwards directed to be paid out of the Confoli- 
dated Fund, and fuch Annuities for Lives, as lhould remain 
unclaimed for Three Years, were added to the fame Sinking 
. Fund, which was neverthelefs to operate no longer as a Sinking 
Fund, at Compound Intereft, whenever the Monies Annually 
placed to the Account of the Commiffioners, including the 
» Supplement (A.) f Supplement (B.) 
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original Million, fhould amount to the Sum of Four Mil- 
lions. From this Period, the Annual Sum of Four Millions 
was ftill to be applied to the fame Purpofe ; but the Intereft 
of the Debt purchafed thereby, and the Annuities which 
might afterwards expire, were to remain at the Difpolition of 
Parliament. 

In the Year 1792, a further Pro virion was made by Law, 
that when the Intereft of any redeemable Stock is reduced, 
or the Capital paid off by Money railed at a lower Intereft, 
a Sum, equal to the Intereft lb faved, fhould be iffued Quar- 
terly from the Confolidated Fund, and placed to the Account 
of the Commiffioners ; the Operation of this Fund at Com- 
pound Intereft is to ceafe, whenever the Monies Annually 
paid to the Commiffioners on this Account, as well as on 
thofe above ftated, lhall amount to Three Millions, exclufive 
of the original Million, or of any Additions which Parliament 
may direct to be made thereto, or of any Sinking Fund 
which may be created in confequence of new Loans. From 
this Period the Annual Sum of Four Millions, fo conftituted 
is alfo to be applied as before directed. By the fame Law it 
was alfo enafled, " for the more effectually preventing the 
" inconvenient and dangerous Accumulation of Debt here- 
" after, in confequence of any further Loans," That an 
Annual Sum, equal to One Hundredth Part of the Capital 
Stock created by fuch Loans, fhould be paid to the Bank, 
and placed to the Account of the Commiffioners for the Re - 
duftion of the National Debt, without any Limits to its 
Operation fhort of extinguifhing the Whole of the Public 
Debt*. 

To accelerate the Effect of all the preceding Meafures, 
Parliament has additionally, in every Year fince 1792, uni- 
formly applied the Sum of £.200,000 ; purfuing the Principle 
laid down in Times of Peace, even through a Period of War, 

* A fimilar Plan has been fince adopted, upon full Confideraticn, by 
the United States of America. 

notwithftanding 



COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 



85 



notwithftanding the neceflary Incrcafe of Public Burthens ; 
and the practical Effect which has refulted from thefe various 
Meafures, has been already ftated by Your Committee at the 
Cloie of their Firtt Report. 

In order, however, that the Public may have a continual 
View of the State of the National Debt, and alio of its pro- 
greffive Reduction, Parliament has further provided that an 
Account of each lhall be laid before both Houfes Annually. 
It has directed, that there (hall be prefented, within Fourteen 
Days atter the Commencement of every Seffion, an Account 
of all Additions which fhall have been made to the Annual 
Charge of the Public Debt, by the Intereft or Annuities for 
or on Account of any Loan made after the palling of that 
Statute, and within Ten Years next preceding the Date of 
fuch Account, together with an Account of the Produce, 
within the Year next preceding, of any Duties which mall 
have been impofed, or of any Additions which fhall have 
been made to the Revenue for the Purpofe of defraying the 
increafed Charge occalioned by every fuch Loan refpectively : 
And for the Purpofe of mewing the progreffive Reduction of 
.the Public Debt, an Account muft alfo be prefented on the 
Fifteenth of February in every Year, or if Parliament be 
not then fitting, within Fourteen Days after the Commence- 
ment of the then next Seffion, dating the Sums applied by 
the Bank to the Purchafe of Stock for the Commiffioners, 
and the Amount of the Stock thereby purchafed, and of the 
Intereft thereon ; and ftating alio the Amount of Annuities 
which have expired within the Year ; and further Ihewing the 
Time of fuch Purchafes, and of the Prices paid, and of the 
whole Expence attending the Execution of the Powers veiled 
in the Commiffioners. 

Such were the feveral Meafures recommended upon this 
Subject by the Commiffioners of Accounts, and fuch is the 
Mode in which thofe Meafures have been executed. 
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§ 2. The Tncreafe or Diminution which lias taken place 
in this Branch of Expenditure fince the Year 1782, requires 
to be ftated under diftinA Heads, fo far as it regards the 
difcincl: Concerns of thefe Two Companies. 

BANK of ENGLAND. 

IN the Year 1783, the Bank of England received for 
managing the Public Debt, after the Rate of ^.562. 10/. 
per Million, £. 1 1 2,252. 4s. 

In the Year 1786, when this Sum amounted to £ .1 25,699. 
6s. 6{d. a Queftion arofe upon the Rate of this Allowance ; 
and in confequence of a Report made by the Commiffioners 
for auditing the Public Accounts, an Agreement was made 
with the Bank, for reducing the Allowance from ^.56 2. ioj. 
per Million, to ^.4.50 per Million on all the Annuities, ex- 
cept the One Million £.7, per Cent. Anno 1726, and a Part 
of the Confolidated ^.3 per Cent. Annuities, on which it 
Wds increafed from £.360 to 450 per Million. The Annual 
Saving made by that Tranfa&ion upon the Amount of the 
Public Debt, as it then flood, was £. 24,^53 4s. &\d. : 
And the total Saving which the Public has made by this 
Meafure, between 5th January 1786 and 5th July 1795, 
(being the laft Period to which this Account has been made 
up and audited) amounts to no lefs than £.233, 454. 

The Allowance to the Bank, upon the Public Debt, for the 
Year 1786, when thus reduced, amounted to 
the Sum of ... /\ioo,846 1 9! 

befides, for Houfe Expences, the further Sum ot 4,000 o o 

and for the Management of Four Millions pur- 
chafed from the South Sea Company, the 
further Sum of ... 1,898 3 4 

Total . /\io6,744 5 i| 



In 



COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, 8cc 87 



In the Year 1796, the Difburfements of the Public to the 
Bank of England, were compofed of various Articles : 

1. For the Management of the Public Debt alone, at £ 450 per 

Million, computing the Annuities * for Years, whether long 
or fliort, at 25 Years Purchafe, in order to flate a fnppofed 
Capital, upon which the Charges tor their Management are 
to be eftimated) - - £- t 37> l %9 4 * 

2. Add to this, the further Sum iflued Annually 

from the Exchequer, and Mated by the Bank 

to be " towards the Expences of the Houfe" 4,000 o o 

3. For the Management of Four Millions Capital, 

purchafed by the Bank from the South Sea 

Company - - - 1,898 3 4 

4. Upon fpecial Services in the Year 1796 ; viz. 
An Allowance for receiving Contributions 

to the Loan of Eighteen Millions, at/". 805. 
15s. tod. per Million - . - 14,502 18 2 

And upon the Loan of Seven Millions and a 

Halt, at the like Rate - - 6,003 T 5 2 

Alfo for the Lottery „ - - 1,000 o o 

Making the total I flue, from the Exchequer to the 
Bank of England^ U> the Year 1796, for managing 
the Public Debt and receiving Contributions £- 1 ^-\,,59'i o 9 

a Sum .which will certainly be much increafed by the Ope- 
rations of the prefent Year. 

Your Committee have received from the Bank a Return, 
as to the Number of Clerks f added to their Eftablilhment 
fince 1786 ; by which it appears, that they have been in- 
creafed from 243 to 313 : But the fame Return lhews, that 
it is not poflible to afcertain how many of this Number have 
been added for the Management of the Public Funds ; as 
the Return itfelf ftates, that " fome of thefe Clerks have 
,c Occupations not immediately connected with the Funds." 
Your Committee have alfo received a Return of the Holi- 
days I obferved at the Bank, with the Reafons for keeping 

* Supplement (C.) f Supplemeut (D.) { Supplement (E.) 
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the Bank fhut at ftated Periods of the Year. Both of thefe 
Returns they have annexed to this Report. 

SOUTH SEA COMPANY. 

IN the Year 1783, the South Sea Company received, for 
managing their Share of the Public Debt, an Allowance 
which, being compounded of Sums granted by different Acts, 
and computed at different Rates, cannot be eftimated at any 
one given Rate ; viz. - - £.14,022 3 2 

And for Management on the then remaining 

Capital of £.1,919,600. £.3 per Cent. 

Annuities 1751, being at the Rate of 

£.562. 10s. per Million - - 1,0^9 15 6 

No Reduction took place in 1786 with regard to this Rate 
of Allowance. 

In 1796, the South Sea Company received tor Charges of 
Management on the Old Capital *, confiding of South Sea 
Stock, Old South Sea Annuities, and New South Sea An- 
nuities, the Sum of - - ,£.14,022 3 2 
And on the remaining Capital of £. 3 per 

Cent. Annuities 1751 - - 80a 14 io| 

Making in the Whole - £.14,824 18 o{- 

Upon this latter Article there are alio Allowances, by Way. 
of Salary, to the Calhier, for his Trouble in paffing the Ac- 
counts, and for lundry Fees paid at the proper Offices j an 
Account of which Allowances is made up triennially. For 
the Three Years ending 5th January, 1 781, it amounts to 
£.984. 9s. 4d.i but for the Three Years ending 5th January 
1796, it amounted only to £.360. ids. 
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This ReduQion was occafioned by the Abolition of the 
Office of the Auditors of the Impreft, and the Regulations 
which have taken place refpe&ing the Fees in the Exchequer*. 

An Alteration has alfo taken place in the Manner of pafiing 
the Accounts of the Chief Cafhier of the South Sea Com- 
pany, namely, that his Account of Receipts and Payments 
refpecting thefe Annuities is attefted Annually before one of 
the Barons of the Exchequer ; but the Account of Fees and 
Difburfements is only Triennially tranfmitted by the Caftiier, 
to the Office for auditing the Public Accounts. 

Your Committee have alfo received from the South Sea 
Company, a Return of the Holidays, and ftated the Periods 
of the Year during which their Books are fhut, with the 
Reafons for this Ufa^e. 

§ 3. With a View to the Confideration of what further 
Meafures can be adopted, to reduce the Public Expenditure 
upon this Head of Service, Your Committee have directed 
their principal Attention to the Sums Annually iflued from 
the Exchequer to the Bank of England. 

BANK of ENGLAND. 

1. Without dwelling upon the Rate of Allowance for 
receiving Contributions to Loans, or for the Payments upon 
Lotteries, Your Committee have looked chiefly to the Rate 
ot Compenfation allowed for the Management of the Public 
Debt, as being the largeft in its Total Amount, and the 
moft permanent in its Nature. In the Courle of their En- 
quiry, they have endeavoured to trace the Principle upon 
which thefe Allowances have been lucceffively granted, and 
the Stipulations by which the Public is at prefent bound ; 
after which, it will be for the Wifdom of Parliament, upon 
a full Confideration of the Services performed, and the Com- 
penfations given, to decide upon the Expediency of any 
further Reduction, 

» Supplement (F.) 
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The Allowance for Management of the Public Debt ap- 
pears to have varied considerably, at different Periods of Time : 

£. s. J. 

"1714, it was at the Rate of 494 10 2 

. , and on One Sum - 1,183 8 4 

In the Year J 1726 - - 360 o o Vper Million. 

1731 - - - 450 o o 

_ 1742 - - 562 10 o_ 

And in 1786, as Your Committee have already ftated, it 
was reduced to £.450 per Million. In fixing upon thefe 
Rates, it appears that the Rate of £.360 per Million, was 
chofen, in 1726, upon the cxprefs Ground of its being a 
rcafonable Compenfation for the Charges of Management. 
In the Inftances of 17 14 and 1742, the Statute gives the 
Compenfation, not upon any fuch profefled Reafon, but in 
the Form of a fixed Salary to the Calhier and Accountant of 
the Bank for their perfonal Service. And when the Com- 
miffioners for auditing the Public Accounts inveftigated this 
Matter in 1786, they were, upon full Deliberation, of Opi- 
nion, that £.360 per Million, even according to the then 
Amount of the Public Debt, was a very fufficient Compen- 
fation. The Arrangement, however, was made, in 1786, 
at the Rate of £.450 per Million ; and this Stipulation was 
afterwards confirmed in the Year 1791, by a Statute, efta- 
blifhing not only the Rate of Management at £-4-50 per 
Million, but alfo the Practice of eftimating Annuities for 
Terms at 25 Years Purchafe, upon the Footing of the Debt 
as it then flood. Since the Year 1791, the Cafe is different, 
and no fuch Stipulations exift ; all the fubfequent Loan Ads 
and thofe for funding Exchequer, Navy, and Victualling 
Bills, have left the Contract: open; uniformly relerving a 
Power to the Treafury to make any fuch Compenfation as 
fhould be juft and reafonable. 

In comparing the Extent of the Services performed, and 
the Compenfation given, it will certainly be proper to advert 
to the growing Amount of the Public Debt : But at the fame 

Time 
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Time it muft always be kept in View, that upon an Efta- 
blifhment already formed, there is no Realbn for fuppofing 
that the actual Difburlements will always increafe in exact 
Proportion with the increafed Amount of the transferable 
Capital : And it muft be alio remembered, that the Commif- 
fioners for auditing the Public Accounts have dated it as 
their Opinion, that the Bufinefs might be tranfa&ed at the 
Exchequer, as it was formerly (or even by a feparate Office 
eftablilhed for the Purpofe) at a Sum lefs than One Third of 
the prefent Charge ; that the Bank, over and above the pre- 
fent Charges of Management, are accuftomed to receive 
Allowances from the Public, at the Rate of £.805. 15J. lod. 
per Million, for receiving Contributions for Loans ; £.1,000 
or fometimes more, for Contributions to the Lottery ; and 
that they have the Benefit of holding the Amount of all the 
Monies iflued for Half Yearly Dividends, during fuch 
Portion of each Half Year as they may not happen to be 
demanded ; befides having the Cuftody of Cafli for the Navy 
and Army Services, in confequence of the feveral Laws made 
for regulating the Offices of Treafurer of the Navy, and 
Paymafter General of the Forces. 

Your Committee, therefore, upon reviewing thefe Cir- 
cumftances in the prefent Times, and without queflioning the 
Propriety of the Arrangement made in 1786, when the 
Public Debt was fo much inferior in Amount, cannot forbear 
to ftate it as a Queftion ftill deferving the Attention of Par- 
liament, Whether a further Reduction of Expence cannot 
and ought not to be made upon this Branch of the Public 
Expenditure ? 

SOUTH SEA COMPANY. 

It will alfo be for the Wifdom of Parliament to decide, 
whether any further Reduction can or ought to be made in 
the Rate of Allowance to this Company, upon the fmall 

N 2 Portion 



FOURTEENTH REPORT : 



Portion of the Public Debt which is under its Management. 
The annexed Return * will explain the Constitution of this 
Company, and the prefent State of its Property. 

The Commiflioners for auditing the Public Accounts, 
fe:m to have confidered the Allowance of £.562. 105. per 
Million, in this Cafe to ftand upon the fame Footing as that 
of the Bank, which has been fince reduced. 

And in the Report of the Seledt Committee upon the 
Public Income and Expenditure in 1786, a fimilar Expecta- 
tion feems to have been held out. 

It may alfo defcrve Consideration, at fomc future Period, 
whether a further Saving might not be procured for the 
Public, if the South Sea Company could, by the Confent of 
the Proprietors, be diilblved ; as happened in the recent 
Jnftance of the Million Bank ; in which Cafe the Manage- 
ment of that Part of the Public Debt which confills in South 
Sea Annuities, might be transferred to the Exchequer, or to 
the Bank of England, in the fame Manner as Parliament has 
recently transferred to the Bank the Management of that 
Part of the Public Debt which was previoufly under the 
Management of the Eaft India Company. 

It may alfo become a Queftion of great Importance to the 
Public Intereft, if the South Sea Company fliould prefer the 
Continuance of its prefent Corporate Capacity, whether it 
may not be enabled, under its prefent Charter, to leflen the 
Public Burthens, by taking under its Management any future 
Augmentations of the Public Debt, and tranfacting the ne- 
ccflary Transfers and Payments of Dividends, at a lower 
Rate of Allowance than the Bank of England may at anv 
Time be willing to accept. 

July 19th, 1797. 
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An Account of what Meafureshave been taken, in confequence 
of the Regulations recommended by the Commiffioners of Pub. 
lie Accounts, in their Eleventh Report, refpefting the Manner 
of paffing the Accounts of the Chief Cafhier of the Bank of 
England, and the Chief Cafhier of the South Sea Company. 

Office for Auditing the Public Aceounts, 
SIR, Somerfct Place, loth May 1797. 

T AM commanded by the Commiffioners for Auditing the Public 
A Accounts, to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter ; and to 
acquaint you, that no Steps whatever have been taken by this Office 
in confequence of the Report above-mentioned. Indeed, the very 
Inftitution of this Board, which has happened fmce the Date of the 
Report in Queftion, feems to the Commiffioners to have removed 
the chief Ground on which the late Commiffioners, for taking and 
ftating the Public Accounts, fuggened the Propriety of exempting 
the Bank and South Sea Accounts from the Examination of the late 
Auditors. 

No Expence is now incurred by the Public, in examining the 
Bank and South Sea Accounts in this Office ; on the contrary, a 
Saving is made to the Public of Fees payable to the late Auditors, 
which, in the Year 1784, amounted, for paffing the Bank Account 
only, to Twenty Thoufand Three Hundred and Sixty Pounds Two 
Shillings and Eleven Pence, and which would, at this Time, ac- 
cording to the Capital transferable, amount to not lefs than Dou- 
ble that Sum, if fuch Fees were ftill payable. Of the Utility of 
examining the two Accounts alluded to, the Commiffioners prcfume 
to remind their Lordfhips, by referring to an Account transmitted 
from this Office to the Treafury, dated January the 4th 1786, re- 
fpecting the Unclaimed Dividends; and to a Report, dated January 
the 18th 1786, concerning Charges ot Management by the Bank; 
the former fupplying the Amount of Unclaimed Dividends, in the 
Hands of the Bank, of England, from the Books in this Office; — 
which Information would probably have remained concealed at the 
Bank, if their Accounts had not been paffed in the Office of the 
late and prefent Auditors of the Impreft; the latter propofing avery 
large Saving to the Public, in the Charge made for Management by 
the Bank; upon which Suggeflion, as we apprehend, an important 
Diminution took place in the Payments made to the Bank ,on the 
Head of Management. 

It is proper to ftate, that a fmall Part only of the South Sea Ac- 
counts is paffed in this Office; viz. that which refpefls the Annui- 
ties created in 1751, for a Capital (as it now Hands) of One Million 
Nine Hundred and Nineteen Thoufand Six Hundred Pounds, con- 
fequently no Alteration could take place with refpect to the Ac- 
count of South Sea Annuities, except upon thofe arifing from that 
inconfiderable Sum, I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

An 
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An Account of the Amount of Unclaimed Dividends, and 
other Sums of Public Money, remaining unpaid, in the Bank 
of England, from the Year 1727 to the Year 1783. 



On the declared Accounts of the Chief Cafhiers of the Bank. Balances remaining. 



For 5 Years - from 1727 to 1731, both inclufive 



For 4 Years - 



1732 to 
1736 to 
1740 to 
1744 to 
1748 to 
1752 to 
1756 to 
1760 to 
1764 to 



l 72,9> 
1 743. 
»747. 

J 755» 
»7S9. 
!7 6 3. 
1767, 



43,906 16 



d. 

u 



4* 



37,037 16 9 
1,090 15 

9-7 11 3 Si 
20,476 15 t*| 
€4,421 5 4 



For 2 Years 



from 1768 to 1769, 

- - 1770 to 1771, 

- - 1772 to 1773, 

- - »774 to 1775. 

- - 1776 to 1777, 

- - 177 8 to 1779. 

- - 1780 to 1781, 

- - 1782 to 1783, 



62,504 
102,075 
134,688 
186,356 



227,928 

257,040 

2.53.855 

292.551 
284,719 

314.885 

340,111 
361,388 



4 
4 
6 

3 

6 

13 
10 

7 
17 

8 
12 



II: 



I 1 



1 



9k 



6£ 
31 



Si 



Note. — The aforegoing Balances arife not only from the Sums 
that have not been received by Perfons entitled to Dividends on 
the feveral Annuities transferable at the Bank, but alfo from 
Prizes in Lotteries unclaimed at the feveral Periods to which the 
Accounts were refpeftively declared. 

The Books that contain the States of the Bank Accounts before 
the Year 1727 not being to be found in this Office, this Account 
could not be made out from the Year 1721, nor could the Balance 
of each Year be diftinguifhed, as directed by your Lordfhips Order, 
becaufe the Cafhiers of the Bank of England were in the Practice 
of exhibiting their Accounts only Once in Four Years, previous to 
the Year 1767. From that Time their Accounts have been ex- 
hibited every Two Years. 



An 
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Bank of England, May 20, 1797. 
An Account of the particular Charges composing the Total 
Charge for the Management of the Public Debt by the Bank 
of England, for the Year ending 5th January 1797 ; and alfo 
by what Mode, and after what Rate, the Charges of Manage- 
ment on Annuities for Years are computed. 

THE Charge of Management is at the Rate of ^.450 per Mil- 
lion on the Capital Stock of £ . 3 per Cent. Annuities, £ . 4 per 
Cent. Annuities, and £.§ per Cent. Annuities; and on a Valuation 
at 25 Years on the Annuities for Terms of Years, making them 
equal to £.\ per Cent. Annuities; amounting in the Whole to 
£. 137,189. 4-r. id. 



Supplement (D.) 

An Account of the Number of Clerks and other Officers em- 
ployed at the Bank in the Transfer and Dividend Offices of the 
Public Funds, and in other Parts of the Eftablifhment which 
refpeft the Management of the faid Funds, in the following 
Years, viz. 

In the Year 1786 — — — 243 

In the Year 1796 — — — 313 

THE whole Number of thefe Perfons are not entirely employed 
in the Transfer and Dividend Offices of the Public Funds upon the 
Eftablifhment of the Bank, as fome of them tranfaft that Bufinefs 
in other Parts of the Bank than the Transfer and Dividend Offices, 
and others have Occupations, not immediately connected with the 
Funds, but all of them are more or lefs employed about the Public 
Funds, and the principal Part entirely occupied therein ; and at 
Times a considerable Number of additional Hands are added to 
expedite Bufinefs, of which no particular Account can be given. 

The Payments made by the Public to the Bank for the Manage- 
ment of the Eaft India Annuities, are included in the Sum of 
j^".i3y,i8g. 4^. id. mentioned in the Return to former Orders of 
the Seleft Committee on Finance, &c. 
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A List of Holidays kept at the Bank, and by what Authority; 
the Time the Books are fhut for preparing the Dividend War- 
rants ; and Reafons fuggefted why the Time cannot be fhortened 
without Detriment to the Public Service. 



There are Forty-four Holidays kept at the Bank, of which the 
following is a Lift : 



HOLYDAYS. 



HOLYDAYS. 



Jan. l. 
6. 
18. 

25- 
3°- 

Feb. 2. 

24. 
Mar.25. 
Apr. 25. 
May 1. 

17- 
29. 

June 4. 

11. 

24. 

29. 
July2 5 . 
Aug. 12, 

24. 



Circumcifion; 
Epiphany. 

Queen's Birth-day kept. 
Converfion of St. Paul. 
King Charles's Martyr- 
dom — kept clofe. 
Purification B. V. Mary. 
St. Matthias. 
Lady Day. 
St. Mark. 

St. Philip and James. 
Princefs of Wales born. 
King Charles lid's Re- 

ftoration. 
King George Hid. born. 
St. Barnabas 
NativitySt.JohnBaptift. 
St. Peter. 
St. James. 

Prince ot Wales Born. 
St. Bartholomew. 



Sept. 2 
21, 

22, 
29 

oa. 18 

25- 

26. 
28 

Nov. 1 

4' 

5> 
9' 

Dec. 21 
2 S 

26 
27, 
28 



London Burnt — kept 

clofe. 
St. Matthew. 
K. Geo. 3d. crowned. 
St. Michael. 
St. Luke. 

K. Geo. the 3d's Ac- 

ceffion. 
K. G. 3d. Proclamation. 
St. Simon and Jude. 
All Saints. 

K. William 3d. landed. 
Papift Confpiracy. 
Lord Mayor's Day, 
St. Andrew. 
St. Thomas. 
Chriftmas Day — kept 

clofe. 
St. Stephen. 
St. John. 
Holy Innocents, 



MOVEABLE HOLY DAYS. 



Afh Wcdnefday. 
Good Friday. 
K.Uter Monday. 
Tuefday. 



Afcenfion Day. 
Whitfun Monday. 

Tuefday. 



The above Holydays are kept purfuant to an Order of the Court 
of Directors of the 23d Auguft 1694, being the ufual Holidays 
then obferved at the Cuftom Houfe, Excife Office, and among the 
Goldfmiths. 
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The following £)ays vtfere formerly kept, but abolifhed on the 
24th of November, 1785. 
Shrove Tuefday. 
Wednefday in EafterWeek. 
April 23d. St. George. 
Wednesday in Whitfun Week. 
Auguft 1 ft. Lammas Day. 

Of the Holidays, there are only Three which are kept clofe, oil 
which no Bufinefs is done. 

The others are kept partially, as the Clerks, in moft of the 
Offices, are occupied in forwarding the Dividends and polling up 
rhe Work, which require Seclufion from Public Bufinefs. Thofe 
now kept have been found fcarcely adequate to this End, fince the 
late Increafe of the National Debt. 

The Transfer Books of the Public Funds are generally fhut about 
Five Weeks before the Quarter Day on which the Dividends re- 
fpeftively become clue, a Time abfolutely neceffary for preparing 
the Dividend Warrants. They continue fhut about Fifteen Days 
fubfequent to the Quarter Day, to afford greater Facility in accom- 
modating the Public with their Dividends at the Commencement of 
the Payments, when the Prefs of Bufinefs is very heavy, and re- 
quires a Number of Clerks to be removed from the Transfer Bufinefs 
to that Duty. 



Supplement (F.) 

AN ACCOUNT 01 the Salaries, Fees, and Emoluments, received 
by the South Sea Company, or its Officers, for tranfacfing their 
Branches of the Public Service. 

GENTLEMEN, South SeaHoufe, 2d May, 1797. 

THE Court of Directors of the South Sea Company, in obedi- 
ence to the Order of the Committee, dated the 25th April 1797, 
transmitted to them ; Report, 

That the Company received, for the Charges of Management on 
the Old Capital, confifting of South Sea Stock, Old South Sea An-, 
nuities, and New South Sea Annuities, for the Year ending the 5th 
of January 1797, the Sum of /\ 14,022. 3J. 2d. and no other Fee 
or Emolument whatfoever. 

For the Management of the Capital of the/". 3 per Cent. Annui- 
ties 1751, the Company Teceived, for the Year ending the ,5th of 
January 1797, the Sum of £. 802. 14s. io~d. 
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The Fees and Emoluments allowed on this Account, confifl. in 
the Sum of £.7,5 per Annum allowed to the Cafhier for his Trouble 
in palling the Accounts, and fundry Fees paid at the proper Offices ; 
■which Account of Allowance and Fees is made up triennially, and 
for the Three Years ending 5th January 1781 amounted to the Sum 
of £.g8±. gj. \d.; but the laft Account of Fees and Caffiier's Al- 
lowance, made up for the Three Years ending the 5th of January 
1796, amounted only to the Sum of ^.360. i8j. as ftated in an 
annexed Account. 

This Redu&ion in the Amount of Fees, was occafioned by the 
Abolition of the Office of the Auditors of the Impreft, and eftablifh- 
ing the Office of the Commiffioners for Auditing the Public Ac- 
counts, and the Regulations refpec'ting the future Fees in the Ex- 
chequer. 

An Alteration has alfo been made in pafiing the Accounts of the 
Chiei Cafhier; namely, that the Account of Receipts and Payments 
refpefting thefe Annuities is attefted Annually by the Cafhier be- 
fore One of the Barons of the Exchequer ; but the Account of 
Fees and Difhurfements is only triennially tranfinitted by him to 
the Office for Auditing the Public Accounts, and a Memorial pre* 
fented to the Lords of the Treafury for Payment of the fame. 

By Order of the Court of Directors, 

Harry Sloe, Secretary. 



Supplement (G ) 

Report from the South Sea Company, to the Scleft Committee 

of Finance, &c. 

Gentlemen, 

IN obedience to the Order of the Committee, dated the 2d of 
June 1797, tranfmitted to the South Sea Houfe, the Sub and 
Deputy Governor of the South Sea Company, Report, 

That the South Sea Company, incorporated by the Aft of the 
qth of Anne, cap. 21. pofTeffed' a Trading Capital, called South 
Sea Stock; which Capital was increafed by fcveral fubfequent 
Acts of Parliament. 

By the 9th of Geo. I. cap. 6. the faid Capital Stock was divided 
into equal Moieties, the one called South Sea Annuities, the other 
Hill remaining the Company's Trading Stock. 

The 6th of Geo. II. cap. 28. after reciting the 91I1 of Geo. I. 
divides the remaining Moiety into Four equal Parts, and converts 
Three Parts thereof into New South Annuities ; the other Fourth 

Part 
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Part ftill remaining the Company's Trading Capital Stock. All the 
faid Annuities were divided in equal Shares to the feveral Pro- 
prietors. 

By the aforefaid Afts of the 9th of Geo. I. and the 6th of Geo. 
II. the Compenfation to the South Sea Company, for paying the 
faid Stock and Annuities, is exprefsly confirmed. 

The Interefl on the South Sea Stock, Old and New South Sea 
Annuities, with the Charges for Management, is received at the 
Exchequer, under One Annual Warrant from the Treafury, and 
paid into the General Fund of the Company, fubjeft to no Account, 
• lie 6th Geo. II. having exprefsly provided for the holding a Half 
Yearly General Court of Proprietors, when a clear State of the 
Revenue and Profits of the Company (hall be laid before them, 
who are to declare what Dividend may be made on the Capital 
Stock; which, for feveral Years paft, has been after the Rate o£ 
Three and One Half per Cent, per Annum. 

By Order of the Sub and Deputy Governor. 
South Sea Houfe, June 7, 1797. 



Am Account of the original Allowance by the Public to the 
Governor and Company of the Bank, of England, and of 
the Recompence to the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Di- 
rectors, for their Pains and Attendance on the Affairs of the 
Bank; and how granted; and alfo of the Sum Annually paid 
to the Bank in confequence of their having purchafed from the 
South Sea Company ^.4,000,000 of their Capital : — Neither of 
which Sums were included in the Sum of £.137,189. 4J. id. 
mentioned in the Return to the Honourable the Select Commit- 
tee on Finance, &c. upon the 15th Inftant. 

THERE are no Sums Annually paid by the Public to the Go- 
vernor, Deputy Governor, and Directors of the Bank of England, 
as a Recompence for their Pains and Attendance on the Affairs of 
the Bank. In the original Aft of 5th William and Mary, by 
which the Bank was eftablifhed, there was an Annual Fund of 
£. 100,000 made payable to the Corporation of the Bank; which 
was underftood to be £.96,000 for Interefl: on ^.[,200,000, at 
£.% per Cent, and ^.4,000 towards the Expcnces of the Houfe ; 
which latter Sum was not included in the Sum 0^.137,189. 4-f id. 
mentioned in the Return to the Honourable the Select Committee 

O a o£ 
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of Finance, &:c. upon the 15th Inftant. This Interell of £ .8 per 
Cent, has fince, by fubfequent Advances of Capital, been reduced 
to £.0, per Cent, and the other Sum of /".4,ooo, has continued to 
be paid according to the Stipulation. But the Governor, Deputy 
Governor, and Directors, receive no other Pay or Emolument 
than the following Allowances : 

if 

To the Governor - - 200 "1 

Deputy Governor - 200 j-per Annum. 

And each Director - - 150 J 
which were originally granted by a General Court of Proprietors, 
on the 25th of April, 1695, and afterwards confirmed by a Bye 
Law. 



The Bank receive Annually from the Public £. 1,898. 3J. 4^. 
in confequence of their having purchafed ^.4,000,000 Capital 
from the South Sea Company, being the Allowance originally made 
to the faid Company for the Management thereof, which^ it is 
prefumed, was a Confideration in the Purchafe ; but the faid Sum 
of ^.1,898. 3-f. \d. was not included in the Sum of £. 137,189. 
4s. id. mentioned in the Return made to the Honourable the 
{Select Committee on Finance, &c. upon the 15th Inftant. 

A, Newfand, Chief Ca(hier A 
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TREASURY. 



HIS Office underwent very material Regulation in 



November, 1782, with refpecl to the Arrangement of 
the Bufinefs, and the Amount of the Salaries ; and the Com- 
miffioners of Enquiry concluded their Report in June, 1786, 
by obferving, that little was then wanted for its Completion 
and Improvement. All the Reports of thefe Commiffioners 
were referred, by Order of His Majefty in Council, in Oc- 
tober, 1789, to a Committee of Privy Council, and the 
Consideration of the Meafures recommended in this Depart- 
ment was referred by that Committee to the Lords of the 
Treafury in January, 1792 ; and in purfuance of a Report 
from that Board on the 1 8th of June, 1793*, certain Re- 
gulations were eftablilhed on the 21ft of the fame Month, 
by Order of His Majefty in Council. 

It appears by that Document, that moft of the Suggeftions 
of the Commiffioners were directed to be carried into Execu- 
tion, and particularly, that the Receipt of fuch Fees as, 
fince the Regulations of 1782, had continued to be received 
by certain inferior Officers, for their own Ufe, was abolifhed ; 
the mode of accounting for them improved ; the Fee Fund 
charged with the contingent Expences as well as the Salaries 
of the Office, the Civil Lift being to fupply the Deficiency 
or to receive the Surplus ; the few Situations which were 
either Sinecures, or executed by Deputy, were dire&ed to be 
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abolifhed, or rendered efficient, upon the Demife of the pre- 
fent PofTeflbrs, and the Salaries of others directed to be 
reduced upon the lame Contingency. 

The Board of Treafury objected to the propofed Regula- 
tion of making one of the Secretaries permanent, with a 
reduced Salary, and excluding him from Parliament ; to that 
for obliging the Officers of the Treafury to take an Oath of 
Fidelity, and to enter into a Bond for their true and faithful 
Demeanor in Office ; and to the Suggeftion that the Fees 
fhould not be remitted, except by Order of the Board, and 
that only in companionate Cafes. Your Committee think it 
proper to exprefs their Concurrence in thefe Objections, and 
in the Reafons upon which they are grounded. The Pro- 
priety of continuing the Allowances for extraordinary Services 
to Mr. Chamberlain, the then Solicitor, is no longer a Sub- 
ject for Difcuffion, that Gentleman being now removed to 
another Office ; but Your Committee approve of the Ar- 
rangement made upon the Appointment of his Succellbr, 
and are of Opinion, that the Increafe of his Salary is no 
more than an adequate Compenfation for his being prohibited 
from making any Charge for extraordinary Services, and from 
engaging in any private Bufmefs as a Solicitor. Of the Pro- 
priety of reducing the Number of Chief Clerks from Four to 
Three, Your Committee are unable to judge, as it muft 
depend upon the State of Bufinefs in the Office, which ap- 
pears of late to have been ooniiderably increafed ; but they 
ftrongly recommend, in future, an Adherence to the Plan 
laid down by the Commiffioners, of fuperannuating, upon a 
Part of their Salary, fuch Officers as have, through Age or 
infirmity, become inefficient. The Appointment of Four 
Extra Meflengers to difcharge a Part of the Duty formerly 
performed by the Exchequer Meflengers, is alfo a Meafure, 
t he Propriety of which depends upon the fame Confeder- 
ations. 

The 
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The Eftablifhment, as fettled by the Order in Council in 
June, 1793, exceeded that propofed by the Commiflioners 
as follows : 

d -yj-V.] . £• *. 

Secretary to continue at ^.3,000 per Annum, inftead ? oqq 

of /".2,ooo, as propofed - - 3 ' 

Principal Clerk of the Revenue, not confolidated i 

with Fourth Chief Clerk - - | 7 

Increafed Allowance to Senior Clerk of 4th Divifion ) 

on Account of Increafe of Bufinefs - J 

D° to Clerk of Minutes - - 50 o 

Afliftant to Keeper of Papers - - 30 o 

Additional Servant to Houfekeeper - 30 o 

Supernumerary Clerk - - - 90 o 

Increafe to principal Revenue Clerk - 100 o 

Four Extra Meffengers - - - 218 8 



/X268 8 

Deduct Reduction of Allowances not propofed by) 
Commiflioners - - J 



Total Difference £.2,118 8 



Exclufive of the different Arrangement of the Emoluments 
of the Solicitor, and of the Amount of the New Years Gifts, 
not abolilhed. 

A Part of this Difference arifes from Reductions not 
agreed to, on which Your Committee have already ftated the 
Grounds for forming an Opinion ; and a fmall Part only from 
an Increafe of the Eftablifhment or of the eftablifhed Salaries. 
All other Reductions propofed by the Commiflioners were, 
as has already been ftated, directed to be carried into Exe- 
cution. 



§ 2. The Account of this Office, given in Detail by 
the Commiflioners of Enquiry, relates to the Year 1784. 
As the Regulations of 1782 only took place in November, 
1782, no complete Account for that Year could be procured ; 

and 
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and as it appears that no Addition was made to the Eftablilh- 
raent, except an Augmentation of the Allowances of Two 
Clerks, to the Amount of £.200 per Annum, between that 
Period and the Year 1784, Your Committee have thought 
proper to take that Account, in order to compare it with the 
prefent State of the Office. The Eftablilhment of the 
Tfeafury appears tahave confifted, in 1784, of Five Lords 
Commiflioners, Two Joint Secretaries, Four Chief Clerks, 
Six Senior Clerks, Six Junior Clerks, a Minute Clerk, Two 
Copying Clerks, One Principal Clerk with Six Affiftants for 
the Revenue Department, One Receiver of Fees, One 1 
Keeper of Papers, Two Solicitors, One Afliftant Solicitor, 
One Chamber Keeper, Four Exchequer MelTengers, One 
Cuftom Houfe MelTenger, One Ranger of Books and Bag 
Bearer, One Houfekeeper, One Houfekeeper to Levee 
Rooms, One Doorkeeper ; befidcs which there were Five 
Extra Clerks and Three Extra Meflengers employed, and 
Three Clerks fuperannuated upon Part of their Salaries. 

In January 1797, tne Eftablilhment* of the Office had 
been increaled in point of Number, as follows : Three Clerks 
for the Care of Bills of Exchange, One Clerk as Deputy 
Keeper of the Papers, One Afliftant to the Clerk of the 
Minutes, One Extra Clerk, Four MelTengers, and in lieu of 
Five Extra Clerks, Five Additional Clerks had been put upon 
the Eftablilhment. 

Various Additions had alio been made to the Salaries of 
different Officers, which are ipecified in the annexed Paper, 
together with the Reafons of iuch Additions, and of the 
Reductions which were made in other Inftances. As the 
great Increafe of Bufinefs is ftated to have been the Realbn 
of moft of thofe Additions, Your Committee called for the 
Treafury Minute of the 7th of January 1797, by which the 
lafl Increafe of Eftablilhment was directed, and alfo for an 
Account of the Number of Papers regiftered for the Confi- 

• Supplement (C.) 
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in order to judge in fome Degree of the Validity of that 
Reafon, both at the Date of that Minute, and in the ante- 
cedent Period. 

It will appear from the latter Document, that the Number 
of Papers * regiftered, which had varied before the War from 
2,283 to 3,012 per Annum, rofe in 1794 to 3,478, in 1795 
104,764, and in 1796 104,830; a Circumflance from which 
it may be prefumed, that lo great an Increafe of Bufmefs 
may have juftified an Increafe of Salary in Proportion to the 
Addition of Labour, and may have required fome Addition 
to the Number of Perfons employed in performing it. 

In 1784. In 1796. 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 
The whole Expence of the Office! Rep. Com. Enq. Supplement (C.) 

in the Two Years to be com- [39,139 it d\ 4°-7 6 4 H 8£ 

pared was J 
From which mould be deduced") 

fuch Part of the Taxes as are j Rep. Com. Enq. 

paid by the Officers, and not re- I 

paid to them, as it forms, under f '*"*'* 

fome other Defcription, a Part 1 

ot the Public Revenue -J 
Of the Grofs Sum above ftated, 

there was charged : 
On the Civil Lift 
On the Fee Fund 
On the Cuftoms 

On New Years Gifts & Perquifites 
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2,212 O O 



>i 



Rep. Com. Enq. 

837 8 7\ 
13,289 18 0 

2,310 16 8 

1,701 82 



4l 
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18,019 7 

18,543 2 4 
3,011 O o 

1,191 5 o 



£-Z9AW 11 Si 40,764 14 8£ 
The Diftribution of the above Sum was as follows : 



Rep. Com. Enq. 

33,412 16 8 
1,701 8 2 

801 



Salaries on the Eftablifhment 
New Years Gifts and Perquifites 
Salaries and Allowances paid out 

ol contingent Bill 
Coals and Candles, included in 

1784 in the Allowance to the 

Chamber Keeper 

Carried over - £-%5>9 l 5 
* Supplement (B.) 
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34,268 18 O 
i,i9 l 5 0 

343 2 6 
199 4 4 
36,002 9 10 
Taxes 
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£ . s. d. £ . s. d. 

Brought forward - 35,915 5 2 1 36,002 9 10 
Taxes re-paid to the Officers out") 

of the Fee Fund and Civil Lift ( 0 
in 1784, out of the Fee Fund f I,35 -5 9 4 »>3°« 0 0 
only in J 796 - -J 

Other Incidents - - 613 IC 3 1,623 3 lof 

Stationary - I , 2 «55 6 8 1,831 1 o 

/•39.i:39 |» 5l 4°-7 6 4 »4 8 i 

Your Committee think it proper to remark, that the 

Whole of this Expence is not to be confidered as permanent. 

In purfuance of the Order in Council in 1793, and of the 

Minutes of Appointment fince that Time, the following 

Deduct ions ought to be made : 

Increafe to Senior Clerk on Account of the War - £.100 

D° to Clerk of Department of Cuftoms - 50 

To Clerks of Bills of Exchange during War - 150 

Temporary Allowances to Mr. Winter - 100 

D° Mr. Royer - - 200 

Keeper of Papers, Salary to be reduced - - 300 

Deputy Keeper of Papers - - - 60 

Sinecure Solicitor ... 200 

Bag-keeper, to be reduced - - - 40 

Chamber Keeper, D° - - - 50 

Houfckeeper, - D y - - - 30 

£.1,280 

To this mould be added the Reduction in the Price of "J 
Stationary, which at 40 per Cent, on the Expence J- 930 
in 1797 would be - - . -J 

£.i.,iio 

The Allowances to fuperannuated Clerks and Meflengers, 
to the Amount of £.719. 15J. 6d. will alfo fall in ; but as 
they will probably be replaced by fimilar Allowances, as 
Occafion may require, no Notice is taken of them amongft 
the expected Reductions. 

Your Committee are further of Opinion, that all Emolu- 
ments received under the Name of New Years Gifts, which 
deration of the Board from 1782 to 1796, both inclufive, 

in 
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are paid by other Offices to different Perfons in the Treafury, 
and are therefore ultimately a Burthen upon the Public Re- 
venue, ought to be difcontinued, but that reafonable Com- 
penfation thould be given to all Perfons interefted in the 
Receipt of the fame, whofe Situation in the Cffice, or the 
Amount of whofe Salaries may require it ; and alio that if the 
Bufinefs of the Office Jhould in future experience any mate- 
rial or permanent Decreafe, ftjch Additions as have been 
made to the Number or Salaries of the Office s, in Confi- 
deration of the Increafe of Bufinefs, ought to be difcontinued j 
and that Care ought to Be taken to reduce the incidental 
Expenses (particularly that of Meflengers Journies, which 
appears increaftd in a very large Proportion) within as narrow 
Limits as the Exigency of the Public Service will admit. 

The total Amount of what the Officers on this Eftabl'ifh- 
ment received from Situations in other Departments, in 17S4, 
is ftated to have been £.7,439. i6j. 3^. to which fhould 
have been added for the Year 1784, ,£.1,897. 15J. 1 d. ; 
being the Income of the Firft Lord of the Treafury as Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, which is not included in the above 
Sum; making together £.9,337- Hi. \d. In the Year 1796, 
the Total received by the leveral Officers of the Treafury 
from their Situations in other Departments, was £.16,008. 
igs. yd. Being an Increafe of .£.6,751. 3j. $d. The 
greater Part of which arifes from the Offices of Warden of 
the Cinque Ports, and Clerk of the Houfe of Peers, now re- 
fpecliveiy holden by the Firft Commiffioner, and by One of 
the Secretaries. But Your Committee lorbear making any 
Obfervations upon this Circumftance, with refpedt to this 
particular Department, as They intend to fubmit to the 
Houfe, at the Clofe of their Reports, fome general Remarks 
which have occurred to them, upon the Subject of 'allowing 
the fame Perfon to hold fcveral Offices, a Piactice which has 
long prevailed in all the Departments to which their Atten- 
tion has been directed. 



July 19th, 1797. 
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ORDER of His Majesty in Council rcfpefting the Office of 
the Lords Commission ers of His Majesty's Treasury. 

Report of tl^e Lords of the Treafury, in January 1792, to a Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council, concerning what Regulations might 
be adopted in that Office. 

" WE, the Commiffioners of His Majefty's Treafurv, having 
taken into our Confideration an Order of a Committee of 
Council of the 12th of January 1792. tranfmitting a Report of the 
Commiffioners appointed by an Aft. pafTed in the 25th Year of His 
Majefty's Reign, intituled, ' An Aft for appointing Commiffioners 

* to enquire into the Fees, Gratuities, Perquifites, and Emolu- 

• ments, which are or have been lately received in the feveral 
■ Public Offices therein mentioned.' 

" Do report, 

" That we have attentively confidered the Regulations propofed, 
and all Matters contained in the faid Report, and approve of the 
following Regulations, as fit to be adopted and carried into Execu- 
tion : 

" That the Four Chief Clerks mould be felefted from the Six 
Senior Clerks, not according to Seniority, but folely according to 
Fitnefs for the Situation, as fettled by Minute of this Board of 30th 
November 1782, and approved ot by His Majefty. 

" That the Principal Clerk ot the Revenue Room fhould have 
the fame Salary as the Four Chief Clerks of the Treafury ; and that 
his Salary, and the Salaries of the other Clerks in the Revenue 
Room, fhould be paid out of the Duties arifing by Cuftoms, and to 
commence on the 5th Day of July 1793. 

" That Mr. James Royer fhould continue to receive his Salary of 
Two Hundred Pounds a Year, as a Clerk in the Revenue Depart- 
ment, in Confideration of his former Services, but upon his Demife 
or Refignation his Office to be abolilhcd. 

" That each of the Six Senior Clerks fhould keep a Lift of In- 
ftruments liable to Fees in his Department, and the Fee to be marked 
on each Inftrument, and entered by the Senior Clerk and Chief 
Clerk, fo as to be a Check upon the Receiver. 

" That upon a Deficiency in the Fees, there fhould not be any 
Defalcation in the Salary of the Officers. That the Salaries now 
payable to the Officers of the Treafury, out of the Civil Lift at the 
Exchequer, fhall be a Charge upon the Fee Fund, from the 5th 
Day of July next, and paid Quarterly. 

" That the other Expenccs of the Office fhould alfo be a Charge 
on the Fee Fund, and paid Quarterly, and that any Deficiency of 
the faid Fund fhall be made good out of the Civil Lift, to which 
any Surplus is to be carried. 

" That 
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" That inferior Officers fhould not continue to take Fees or Gra- 
tuities for their own Ufe; and that any Fees, which are proper to 
be received, fliould be inferted in the Table of Fees. 

" That the Salaries of the Clerks may remain as they are. The 
Salaries of the inferior Officers fhould, upon the Suppreffion of 
their Fees, be as follows : 

Prefent 

PofTeflbrs. Succeflbrt. 

Chamber Keeper - - £. 200 - 150 

Bag Bearer and Ranger of Books 140 - 100 
Cuftom Houfe Meffenger, exclufive 

of Salary from the Cuftonis - 60 

Door Keeper - - 70 

Houfe Keeper - - 130 100 

Ditto Leyee Rooms - 50 

Clear of all Taxes, and all Deductions. 

" That Coals and Candles, and other Neceffaries, inflead of being 
found upon Contract by the Chamber Keeper, fhould be paid out 
of the Fee Fund, to commence from the 5th Day of July 1793. 

" That the Place of Door Keeper fhould not be a Sinecure in any 
future Inltance. 

" That the Salary of Fifty Pounds a Year to each of the Four 
Exchequer Meffengers, for carrying Letters from the Treafury, in 
Addition to their Exchequer Salary, fhould be difcontinued from 
5th July J 793 ; but it may be thought proper to appoint Four Ex- 
tra Meffengers to execute this Service at/". 1. is. a Week. 

" That the Office of Keeper of the Papers fhould not be executed 
by Deputy ; and on the Demife, Refignation, or Removal of the 
prefent Poffeffor, the Salary fhould be reduced from Four Hundred 
to One Hundred Pounds a Year; but that Mr. Blake, the prefent 
Deputy, fhould continue to receive Forty Pounds a Year from the 
Principal, and alfo Sixty Pounds a Year from the Fee Fund. And 
as it is of Importance that a Perfon fhould be inftrufted in properly 
arranging the Papers, an Affillant fhould be immediately appointed, 
at a Salary of Forty Pounds a Year, who fhould fucceed as Deputy, 
or Principal on a Vacancy. 

" That Mr. Jones's Office of Solicitor, being a Sinecure, fhould, 
on his Demife, be abolifhed. 

" That Mr. Royer (together with Mr. Reynolds) who have retired 
from the Office at an Allowance of Three Hundred Pounds a Year 
each, are entitled to the regular Payment of the fame in future; and 
that fuch Allowances as may be thought proper to be made to Offi- 
cers and Clerks, who, from Age or Infirmity, are obliged to retire 
from their Situations, fhould be paid out of the Fee Fund. 

• As 



/ 



no Supplement (A.) Continued. 



" As it is required in the faid Order of the Committee of Privy 
Council, That if there fhould be any of the propofed Regulation} 
to which we mr.y object, we fhould ftate our Objections, and the 
Grounds thereof. — 

" We farther report, 

•* That we object to the Regulations propofed refpefting the Se- 
cretaries of this Olficc, conceiving that great Inconvenience would 
arife from (heir not being both removeable at the Difcretion of the 
Board, or from either of them being excluded from Parliament. 

** That we object to the Suggcftion, that the Principal Clerk of 
the Revenue Room fhould be one of the Four Chief Clerks in this 
Office. 

*' Mr. Pratt having been fo long a Chief Clerk, it was not thought 
Right to fuperannuate h:m againft his Inclination, and his Continu- 
ance has thrown fome Additional Labour upon the other Chief 
Clerks ; but on a permanent Eftabliihment, Four do not appear 
more than fufficient, and a Reduction in Number, by diminifhing 
the Chance of Succeffion, would operate as a Difcourage ment. 

*' That we object to the Propofal for the Officers of the Treafury 
taking an Oath of Fidelity, and en*ering into a Bond, for their tiue 
and faithful Demeanour in Office ; no Inconvenience having re- 
fuhed from the Want of it. 

" That wc object to the Abolition of the New Years Gifts now 
paid. 

" The New Years Gifts, being ftated Sums, do not appear to be 
attended with any Inconvenience. 

" That we object to the Allowances for extraordinary Services 
being difcontinued to Mr Chamberlain, the prefent Solicitor. 

•* Mr. Chamberlain being Solicitor for many Years, it is not 
thought proper to make any Alteration at prefent, and are of Opi. 
nion that he fhould enjoy the fame Salary and Allowances he has 
been accuflomed to receive ; but that his Succcllor fhould have a 
Net Yearly Salary of Two Thoufand Pounds for himlelf and Clerks, 
and that he fhould not be allowed to make any Charge whatever for 
extraordinary Services, and not engage in any private Bufinefs as a 
Solicitor. 

" That we object to the Suggeflion, that the Fees fhould not be 
remitted, except by Order of the Board, and that only in compaf- 
fionatc Cafes. 

" Inconvenience and Delay might arife in waiting for the Au- 
thority of the Board for remitting Fees; this Power therefore 
fhould be veiled in the Chief Clerks, and the Receiver of the Fees 
fhould enter in a Book the Fees remitted, for the Infpe&ion of the 

Ro;,rd." r 

The 
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The Lords of the Committee, having fully confidered the fa ; .d 
Report of the Lords Cortimiffioners of Your Majefty's Treafury, 
are of Opinion that it may be a.lvifeable for Your Majcfty to connrra 
fuch of the Regulations rtfpefting the Office of the Lords Conimif- 
lioners of Your Majefty's Treafury, propofed by the Commi dinners 
appointed by the before -mentioned Aft, pafled in the Twenty-fifth 
Year of Your Majefty's Reign, as appear to be approved of by the 
faid Report of the Lords ^"omminioners of Your Majefty's Treafurv ; 
and likewife the further Regulations propofed by the Lords Com- 
miffioners of Your Majefty's Treafury, and to direft the fame to 
be adopted and carried into Execution. 

HIS MAJESTY, taking the faid Report into Confideration, 
was pleafed, with the Advice of His Privy Council, to confirm fuch 
of the Regulations refpefting the Office of the Lords Commiffioners 
of His Majefty's Treafury, propofed by the Commiffioners appointed 
by the faid Aft, pafled ia the Twenty-fifth Year of His Majefty's 
Reign, as appeai to be approved of by the faid Report of the Lords 
Commiffioners of His Majefty's Treafury ; and His Majefty is like- 
wife pleafed, with the Advice aforeLid, to approve and confirm the 
further Regulations propofed by the faid Lords Commiffioners of 
His Majefty's Treafury, and to order, as it is hereby ordered, that 
the fame be adopted and carried into Execution. 
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AN ACCOUNT of the Number of Papers regiftered from 1783 
to 1796, both inclufive. 



»7 8 3 — — — 2 > 8 9 2 

, 7 8 4 _ — — 2,932 

17 8 5 — — — 2,740 

1786 — — — 3,012 

1787 — — — 2,804 

1788 — — — 8,549 

1789 — — — 2,506 

1790 — — — 2,408 

1791 _ _ — . 2,283 

1792 — — — 2,540 
*793 — — — 2 -393 
»794 ~ — — 3'478 
*795 — — — 4.764 
1796 — — — « 4,830 

Whitehall, Treafury Chambers, 
$tk May 1797. 
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Penfions, or Places, or other Employments under Government. 


Penfion out of the Civil Lift of 20o/. per Annum, for pad Services. 

Clerk of Securities in the Stamp Office; Salary too/, per Annum. 

Fees 30/. per Annum. 
Commillioner of the Lottery, Salary u8A 5/. 
Afuperanuated Clerk on the Eltabliflimcnt of the Treafury, 300/. 

per Annum, as above. 

SIXTEENTH 


Salaries paid out 
of the 
Cuftoms. 


40000000 0 0 

.0000000 0 - 
1^ o^o^o^o 0 *o 


0 

3 
«*> 




REVENUE 
Department. 


Situation. 

Principal Clerk 
Clerk - - - 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto - 

Additional CIcik 

Cuftom Houfe Mef-~\ 
fenger ; has alfo an 
Allowance of £■ 60 
per Annum out of . 
the Fee Fund, as 
Meflenger of the 
Chamber, vide pre- 
ceding Page. -* 


NAMES. 


William Speer, Senior - * 
George Herbert 
Henry Fowler - - 
William Edward Smith 
William Pembroke 
Wadham Wyndham 
Edward Bullock 

J a rues Royer - 
Thomas Wood - -< 

1 
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SECRETARIES OF STATE. 

(Ordered to be printed iqt/j ^uly, 1797.,) 

TN proceeding to inquire into the Offices of His Majefty's 
■*■ Principal Secretaries of State, Your Committee have 
thought it their Duty to examine, in the Firft Place, what 
Regulations had been recommended by the Commiffioners 
appointed by 25 Geo. III. c. 19, and what Meafures had 
been taken in confequence of their Recommendations. They 
find that thefe Commiffioners fo appointed, did, on the nth 
of April 1786, conclude a Report on thefe Offices ; and that 
the Regulations propofed by them for the better Conduct and 
Management thereof were : 

1. That of the Two Under Secretaries of State in each 
Department, One fhould be permanent in the Office, the 
other nominated by the Principal Secretary of State for the 
Time being, to act confidentially under him. 

2. That every Officer and Clerk in thefe Departments 
fhould take an Oath of Secrecy and Fidelity, and give Security 
to the Amount of Thrice his Annual Salary, for his faithful 
Demeanor. 

3. That no Deputies fhould be allowed in the menial Of- 
fices. 

4. That the Offices of the Two Secretaries of State and the 
Paper Office fhould be brought under One Roof, and that 
there fhould be Apartments therein for the conftant Refidence 
of One of the Clerks, and of the Chamber Keeper; and that 

the 
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the Secretaries of State and their Undersecretaries mould have 
the Means of Accefs thereto at all Times. 

5. That all Payments, Fees, Perquifites, and Gratuities 
mould form a common Fund, in the Hands of the Chief 
Clerk of each Department, out of which all Salaries, and 
every other attendant Expence, ihould be paid Quarterly j 
that any Deficiency ihould be made good out of the Civil 
Lilt, and that the Chief Clerk Ihould make up his Account 
Annually, on Oath. 

6. That the Supply of Stationary fhould be regulated and 
retrenched. 

7. That the Meffengers Bills for the Home Department 
fhould be examined and compt rolled by the C erk of the 
Cheque, and, upon his Certificate, paid by the Chamberlain 
regularly, and without Deductions. 

8. That the Clerks fhould not be Agents for Minifters 
and Conluls Abroad, as by fuch Means the Agency and Con- 
troul of fuch Accounts, from the Avocations of the Secretary 
of State, might frequently center in One Perfon. 

9. That no Officer on thele Eftablifhments Ihould execute 
any Bufinefs for the Public on Commifuon. 

10. That the Clerks in each Department Ihould be reduced 
to Nine, including the Chief Clerks, inftead of Eleven in the 
Home and Ten in the Foreign Department, and exclufive of 
an Under Secretary and Three Clerks in the Plantation 
Branch of the Home Department. 

1 1 . That One of the Two Chamber Keepers fhould be 
abolilhed in the Home Department. That the Offices of 
Keeper of State Papers, Collector and Transmitter of Ditto, 
and Secretary of the Latin Language, fhould be abolifhed, as 
Sinecures ; continuing, however, the Incomes to the prefent 
Porleilbrs during their Lives. That the Offices of the Ga- 
zette Writer and his Deputy fhould alio be abolifhed, and 
the Duty be performed by the Chief Clerk in each Depart- 
ment. 

ia. That 
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1 2. That Meafures fhould be taken for compelling Military 
Officers to take up their Commiffions, on Penalty of Double 
Fees after Three Months Notice, and Avoidance of the Cbm- 
miffion on Neglect for Three Months after Second Notice. 

13. That the Principal Secretaries of State, Under Secre- 
taries, Chief Clerks, and Chamber Keepers, and all other 
Perlons employed in thofe Offices, fhould have fixed Salaries 
in lieu of every Species of Emolument, except the Perquifite 
of franking Newfpapers in Great Britain. 

14. That the Under Secretary for the Plantation Depart- 
ment fhould have no Allowance for attending the Committee 
of Privy Council. 

15. That all Taxes fhould be taken off, by Law, from all 
Salaries, and till then be paid out of the General Fund. That 
the Efiablishment fhould be paid by Salaries proportionate to 
the leveral Offices, and adequate to the Duties ; and that all 
additional Sinecures, Penfions, and other Emoluments, fhould 
be abolifhed. 

16. That a known and certain Provifion fhould be allotted 
to Officers retiring from Age or Infirmities. 

17. That all Penfions granted upon retiring from any 
Public Office, fhould be fulpended during the Re-appoint- 
ment to fuch Office, or Appointment to one of equal Value. 

18. That the Salaries of vacant Offices mould be a Saving 
to the Public, and not an Increafe of Emolument to any Indi- 
vidual in the Office. 

19. And laftly, they propofed a Scheme of Eftablifhment 
for the Two Offices, according to the Principles and Sugges- 
tions above ftated, to the Payment of which they propofe to 
appropriate, in the Firfl Inltance, all the Fees and Gratuities 
received in thefe Offices, together with the Profits from the 
London Gazette, the Allowances from the Port Office Reve- 
nue, from the Irifh Concordatum Fund, and from the Eafl 
India Company ; and that the Remainder fhould be made 
good out of the Civil Lift ; in Aid of which they propofed, 

that 
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tha,t the Balance of the Fund fhould be carried, if in any 
Year it fhould exceed the Expence of the Office. 

The Report of the Commiffioners of Enquiry having been 
referred to the Secretaries of State, by the Committee of the 
Lords of the Privy Council, the Three Principal Secretaries 
of Srate ( the Office of Secretary of State for the War De- 
partment having been created on the nth July 1794) did, 
on the 23d of February 1795, report their Opinion thereon, 
as may be feen at large in the Supplement to this Report*. 

For the Purpofe, however, of bringing the Whole of this 
Subject more immediately under the View of the Houie, 
Your Committee think it convenient to notice fhortly fuch 
of the Regulations propoied as were approved, and fuch alio 
as were diiapproved by the Secretaries of State. 

1. The Secretaries of State deemed it inexpedient that any 
Alteration fhould be made as to the Permanency of One of 
the Under Secretaries of State in each Office, as recommended 
by the Commiffioners of Enquiry. 

1 They were of Opinion that no Oath of Secrecy or Fide- 
lity fhould be taken by the feveral Officers, as being fuperflu- 
ous for Offices held during Plealure, and likely to attach Cri- 
minality upon the moft innocent Converfations. That any 
Pecuniary Security was wholly unneceffary ; none of the 
Clerks, except the Chief Clerk, having any Concern with the 
Public Money. 

3. They agreed with the Commiffioners in the Impropriety 
of allowing Stipends to be received out of the Salaries of the 
menial Officers, and permitting their Bufinefs to be done by 
Deputy. 

4. They concurred in the Propriety of bringing under 
one Roof the Two Offices of Secretaries of State and the 
Paper Office, ' and in the Inconvenience which refults from 
the Separation, and from the Want of fome Perfon of that 
Department being conftantly refident in the Paper Office. 

• Supplement (A.) 

5. They 
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5. They agreed in the Propriety of appropriating the Fees 
and Gratuities taken in the Office, towards the Difcharge of 
the Expence of the Eftablifhments ; that all Deficiencies 
Ihould be fupplied by Quarterly Iflues from the Treafury : 
And that the Chief Clerk in each Department, being confti- 
tuted Receiver and Paymafter, fhould make out his Account 
Annually on Oath. 

6. They ftated, that the Patent * for fupplying the Home 
and Foreign Departments with Stationary, would expire in 
1796, and that it would then be defireable to adopt a more 
oeconomical Plan. 

7. They ftated, that the Bills of the Meffengers for the 
Home Department are checked by One of the Under Secre- 
taries, who beft can judge of the Propriety of the Charges, 
and that they are ultimately approved by the Secretaries of 
State. They propofed that they fhould continue to be fo 
checked, and be paid Quarterly by the Chief Clerk in each 
Department, out of Monies imprefted for the Purpofe, or out 
of the General Fund. 

8. They did not admit that any Inconvenience is likely to 
refult to the Public, from Clerks afting as Agents to Foreign 
Minifters or Confuls. 

9. But they agreed in the Propriety of prohibiting any 
Officer on thefe Eftablifhments, from purchafing Articles for 
Government on Commiffion. 

10. They thought that the Bufinefs of thefe refpedive 
Offices, though not affording at all Times conftant Employ- 
ment for the Clerks on the Eftablilhment, yet frequently re- 
quiring additional Afliftance, demanded, from Motives of 
official Prudence, rather Increafe than Diminution of the re- 
fpedive Eftablifhments. They ftated, that at the Clofe of 
the War it will of courfe happen, that fome Part of the War 
Department will ceafe, and that in the Home and Foreign. 
Department Two Clerks lefs in each might poffibly be fuffi- 

• N. B. This Patent expired on 26th July, 1797. 
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dent, and propofed to leave in that Cafe Vacancies open as 
they fhould arife, till Circumftances fhould require Addition. 

11. They ftated the abfolute Neceffity of Two Chamber 
Keepers in the Home as well as in the Foreign Department. 
That the Office of Keeper of State Papers* had been rendered 
an efficient and ufeful Office ; but that the Collector and 
Tranfmitter ot State Papers, and Secretary to the Latin Lan- 
guage, fhould be continued, as affording, with the Writer of 
the Gazette, the only Means which the Secretaries of State 
have of rewarding Officers for Diligence and long Services. 
That the Regulations of the Gazette was inconfiftent with 
the Duty of the Chief Clerks, and muft therefore be left to 
lbme other Perfon. That on the Demife of the prefent Ga- 
zette Writer, his Succeflbr fhould execute the Duty in Per- 
fon, and that the Deputy fhould take no Fee not demandable 
by the Principal. They propofed that the Office of Tranf- 
lator of the German Language, which had been omitted by 
the Commiffioners, fhould, at the Demife of the prefent Pof- 
feflbr, be fupprefied. 

12. They ftated, that Arrangements had been made which 
had fecured the Payment of Fees on Military Commiffions, 
and rendered the Penalties propofed unneceffaiy. They fug- 
gefted the Propriety of giving a Sum not exceeding £.2\ per 
Cent, on the Grofs Amount, to the Officer charged with the 
Collection, for his Trouble. 

13. They agreed in the Propriety of giving fixed Salaries 
to all the Officers on thefe Eftablifhments ; but refrained 
from giving any Opinion as to the Extent of Salary proper 
for the Secretaries of State, requefting only, that, at whatever 
Rate it fhould be fixed, it fhould, on Account of the increafed 
Amount of Fees during the War, have a Retrofpect with re- 
gard to them. 

14. They ftated that the Office for Plantation Affairs be- 
ing abolifhed, rendered any Obfer'vation upon that Head un- 
neceffary. 

• Supplement (H.) 
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15. They approve of making the Salaries free of all Duties 
and Taxes : But obfervecl, that as the Salaries which they pro- 
pol'ed to give to the different Officers were calculated to 
compenfate for Ordinary Duties, it would be hard that other 
Places, not inconfiftent with the official Attendance of meri- 
torious Officers, might not be given them as Rewards for 
fuperior Abilities or Diligence, fuch as Men in other Situa- 
tions might acquire, for the Support and Benefit of their Fa- 
milies. 

16. They approved of giving a decent Provifion to Officers 
retiring from Age or Infirmities; but thought that the Extent 
Ihould be determined by Confederation of Merit and Services> 
and not by any fixed Rule. 

17. They thought that the Principle of fufpending Penfions 
given on Retirement, or Re-appointment to the fame, or 
fimilar Offices, was generally right, but that it might be in- 
convenient to lay it down as an invariable Law. 

18. They agreed that the Salary of vacant Offices ought to 
be a Saving to the Office Fund. 

19. Finally, they propofed a Scheme of Eftablifhment for 
the Three Offices, and to appropriate to the Payment of them, 
in the Firft Inftance, all the Fees and Gratuities received in 
the Office, including Poft Office Allowances and Profits of 
the Gazette ; and that the Remainder fhould be fupplied 
from the Trealury. 

On the 27th of February 1795, the Lords of the Commit- 
tee of Council recommended to His Majefty to confirm fuch 
of the Regulations propofed by the Commiflioners of Enquiry, 
as appeared to be concurred in by the Secretaries of State *, 
and likewife fuch further Regulations as were propofed by 
them ; except as to what related to the Vacancy of one of the 
Under Secretaries of State. 



» Supplement (A.) 
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The Lords of the Committee propofed that the Salaries of 
the Principal Secretaries mould be £.6,000 per Annum clear, 
from the 12th January 1792, with regard to the Right Ho- 
nourable Lord Grenville and the Right- Honourable Henry 
Dundas ; and with regard to the Duke of Portland, from the 
Date of His Grace's Appointment. 

That the Under Secretaries lhould have £.1,500 per An- 
num clear, from 5th January 1 795 ; and that on the Vacancy 
of One of them, the Secretaries of State mould have the 
Power of giving One Third of his Salary to the remaining 
Under Secretary, on Account of the additional Load of Bu- 
finefs. 

And finally, that on the Demife of the German Tranflator, 
the Office lhould not remain a Sinecure ; but that the Secre- 
tary of State for the Foreign Department fhould have the 
Power of appointing a Tranflator of Foreign Papers, when- 
ever he mall deem it expedient, and with fuch Salary as he 
fhall think proper. 

On the fame Day His Majefty in Council confirmed the 
Report of the Committee of Council, and ordered it to be 
carried into Execution. 

On the 15th of April 1795, the Office of Law Clerk was, 
by Order in Council, inferted in the Eftablifhment of the 
Office of Secretary of State for the Home Department ; and 
on the 21ft of October 1795, the Office of Collector and 
Tranfmitter of State Papers was, by a fimilar Order in Coun- 
cil, inferted in the Office of Secretary of State for the Foreign 
Department, both having been, as it is ftated, by Miftake 
omitted. 

In confequence of thefe Orders in Council, the Eftablifli- 
ment of the Offices of the Three Secretaries of State was fixed 

as follows : 

The Office of the Home Department to confift of 
A Principal Secretary, 

Two 
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Two Under Secretaries, 

Twelve Clerks 

A Law Clerk, 

A Private Secretary, 

A Precis Writer, 

Two Office Keepers, 

A Houfekeeper ; £, 
with Salaries amounting in the Whole to - 13,640 
The Office for the Foreign Department to con- 
fift of 
A Principal Secretary, 
Two Under Secretaries, 
Twelve Clerks, 

A Collector and Tranfmitter of State Papers, 
A Private Secretary, 
A Precis Writer, 
Two Office Keepers, 
A Houfekeeper ; 

with Salaries amounting in the Whole to - 13,870 
There were alfo borne on the Contingent Fund 
of the Home Department, 

An Arabic Interpreter, at - - £. 80 
A Librarian, at - - 200 
A Regifter of Felons, - . - J 1 20 
and Extra Clerk - - - \ 80 

amounting in the Whole to 480 

And there exifted Offices annexed to thefe Two 
Offices, 

A Keeper of State Papers - £. 160 

Three Commiffioners of Ditto with 

Clerks, Houfekeeper, Stationary, &c. 650 
Secretary of Latin Language - - 280 
Tranflator of German Ditto - - 300 
Two Decipherers . ... 1,200 

amounting in the Whole to 
Befides the Gazette Writer, his Deputy, and 
Printer, who are paid out of the Profits of the 
Gazette. 

Carried forward - 



2,590 
£•30,580 



ia6 
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Brought forward - £.30,580 
The Office for the War Department to confiftof* 

A Principal Secretary, 
One Under Secretary, 
Six C!ei!:s, ' 
A Private Secretary, 
Two Office Keepers, 
A Houfekeeper ; 

with Salaries amounting in the Whole to - 10,850 

£•4' .4-30 

And jo MelTengers were attached generally to the Three 
Offices, with Salaries of £. 60 per Annum each, and Board 
Wages when in waiting, or on Journies in Great Britain or 
Ireland, at the Rate of £. 1. 12s. 6d. per Week. 

§ 2. Such being the Refult of the Meafures adopted for 
the Regulation of thefe Offices, in confequence of the Re- 
port of the Commiffioners of Enquiry, Your Committee 
proceed, in the next Place, to ftate the Increafe or Diminu- 
tion of Expence which has taken Place upon thefe Eftablifh- 
ments fince the Year 1782 ; noting the Particulars of each 
Variation, as they exifted in 1784 and 1795. 

In 1782, the Office of the Home Department confifled of, 

The Principal Secretary, 

Two Under Secretaries, 

Eleven Clerks, 

Two Chamber Keepers, 

One Neccffary Woman ; 

Bcfides an Under Secre- 1 r m • a a- • 
j tu r>i 1 ( « or Plantation Affairs 
tary and I hree Clerks J 

whofe Salaries and Emoluments amounted to - - ,£.13,680 
In 1782, the Office for the Foreign Department 
confifted of, 

A Principal Secretary, 
Two Under Secretaries, 
Ten Clerks, 

Two Chamber Keepers. 

A Neceffacy Woman ; whofe Salaries and Emolu- 
ments are flatcd to have amounted to - - 13,680 

Carried forward - 27,360 
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Brought forward - 27,360 
There was befidcs an Arabic Interpreter, paid out of 

the Contingent Fund of the Home Department, at - 80 
And in 1782, the Offices annexed to both De- 
partments were, 

A Keeper of State Papers - - £, 160 
Three Commiflioners of Ditto, with Clerks and 

Stationary - - - - - 500 
A Secretary of the Latin Language - .280 
A Tranflator of German - 360 
Two Decipherers - 1,200 

A Collector and Tranfmitter of State Papers - 500 

amounting in the Whole to - 2,940 
Betides the Gazette Writer, his Deputy, and the 

Printer, who are all paid out of the Profits of the 

Gazette ^-30,38 
To thefe mould be added the Law Clerk, an Office 
which though not then filled, was confidered as an exit- 
ing Office, payable out of the Civil Lift - - 300 

To thefe Sums fhould alfo be added, for the Privilege 
of Franking Newfpapers to Ireland, then enjoyed by the 
Clerks, but fince taken away by 25 Geo. 3. and compen- 
fated to both Offices by an Annual Sum of - - 1,000 
and the Receipt of the Two Offices will have been - £.%i,bXo 

There were alfo attached to the Two Offices then exifting, 
16 Meffengers, whofe Grofs Salaries, and Allowances for a 
Horfe, amounted to /. 70. 8s. reduced by Deductions to 
£. 60. 8j. and whofe Board Wages, while in Great Britain 
or Ireland, was, at prefent, £.2. 12s. 6d. per Week. 

The Amount of the Salaries, according to the Eftablifhment of 
the Home and Foreign Departments in 1795, together with thofe 
of the Officers borne on the Contingent Fund of the Home Depart- 
ment, and thofe of the annexed Offices, 
was, as we have feen - - £-3°:5%°~ 

But in Point of Fact this Sum was re- 
duced by a Part of Salary given up by 
the Secretary of State for the Fo- £. 
reign Department, amounting to - 2,800 

And by the Vacancy of One of 
the Under Secretaries of State - 1,000 

3,800 



So that the Sum afhially paid by the Public, as 
the Amount of Salaries in thefe Departments in 1' ~ 

1795. was - "J 

Carried forward - ^.26,780 



£. s. 

26,780 o 
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The Grofs Amount of the 
and Emoluments of the feveral Offices 
was in 1782 - - 

But from this Grofs Sum fhould be 
taken — a Sum equal to twice the 
Amount of fuch Tradefmen's Bills, for 
Coals, Candles, Turnery, &c. as became 
due in the Home Department in 1795, 
and which were formerly paid by the 
Secretaries of State, being £. s. 



Brought forward 
Salaries 



For the Home Department 
For the Foreign Department 
2dly. The Amount of fuch 
Sums as were before paid by 
the Secretary of State and 
Under Secretaries for Fees and 
Taxes on their Salaries, and 
which were therefore availa- 
ble to the Public, either as 
increafing the Revenue of the 
Year, or as making Part of 
the Emoluments of other Offi- 
cers employed by the Public. 
The Amount of thefe, as ftated 
by the Commiffioners of En- 
quiry in their Firft Report, 
Page 13, Your Committee are 
informed may be confidered as 
the Amount in 1782, being 

3dly. The Amount of the 
Salary of the Law Clerk, an 
Office not then actually filled 



616 
616 



3. 6 3 a 



300 



1 1 



£• 
31,680 



/".26,78c 



Deducing therefore the Amount ol , c 
thefe Sums . - - j v 

And we have the Net Receipt of thefe Offices in 

1782 

Being lefs than the Salaries in 1795, by 



26,51,; 



^.264 11 



The Sums here ftated are independent, in both Inftances, 
of certain New Year's Gifts and Perquifites to the menial 
Officers, which ftill continue to be received. 

The 
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The Year 1784, is that of which the Commiffioners of 
Enquiry have given a Statement in detail ; and if the Com- 
panion be made between that Year and 1795, it will (land thus : 

Amount of Salaries according to the Eftablifhment of the Home 
and Foreign Departments in 1795, together with thofe of Officers 
borne on the Contingent Fund and thofe of the an- £. s. d. 
nexed Offices, as betore • - - 30,580 o o 

New Years Gifts and Perquifites received in 1795, 
and which are comprized in the Account of 1784, 
as Rated by the Commiffioners of Enquiry - - *i,o67 19 1 

Net Income of the Perfons borne on the Efta- 
blifhment of the Home Department in 1784, as 
iluted by the Commiffioners - £. 10,216 19 3 
Plantation Office - - - 800 O O 
Law Clerk, omitted - - 300 o o 
Arabic Interpreter, on Contingent 

Fund 80 ■ 

Foreign Department - 10 >959 12 8 
Annexed Offices, exclufive of 
Gazette Writer, his Deputy and 

the Printer - 2,540 o o 

• German Tranflator, omitted, - 300 o o 

Total - ^.25,196 11 li 

Difference of the Salaries and Emoluments in 1 
1795, compared with thofe of 1784, according ?■ 
to the Eftablifhment - - - - J 

But from the Salaries and Emoluments of 1795, 
amounting, according to the Eltablifhment, to - 

Muff be taken for Salaries not received, as 
before ftated - 

leaving the a&ual Payments in 1795 - - 2 7»^47 l 9 1 

In like Manner from the Salaries and Emolu- 
ments in 1784, amounting to - 25,196 11 il 
mufl be taken for the Vacancy of the 
Office of Law Clerk - - 300 o o 
leaving the aftual Payment in 1784 - 24,896 rt il 

And the Excefs of Payments in 1795 over thofe 
of 1784 will have been * - i".2,95i 17 a 

* Of this Sum, only £. 382. 10/. 6d. can be confidered as permanent, 
the Remainder, being £.685. 8x. -]d. is cafual, and of very trifling 
amount in Time of Peace. t 
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6,451 


7 2 




19 1 


3,800 


0 0 
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It may be convenient to notice here, that the only Increafe 
which has taken place in the annexed Offices will be found in 
the State Paper Office ; that Increafe has been made in con- 
fequence of the Reduction of another Office, held by the 
fame Commiflioners, for methodizing the Papers in the 
Offices of the Exchequer, which ceafed in 1789. 

The Increafe is taken into the Account as above ftated ; 
the Diminution which gave Occalion to it, and which is to a 
larger Amount, mould have been found in the Account of 
the Exchequer Office?. But it appearing that no Return of 
this Diminution has been made from the Offices of the Ex- 
chequer, it becomes necefiary to Irate lhortly here, referring 
to the Appendix for the Particulars, that in the Offices of 
the Commiflioners for methodizing State Papers, including 
thofe of the Exchequer Offices, a Reduction has taken place, 
amounting, if the Companion is made between the Years 
1782 and 1795, to £.350 per Annum ; if between 1784 
and 1795, amounting to £.150 per Annum. 

Inftead therefore of an Exceeding in comparing 1795 £. s.d. 

with 1784, of .... 2,951 7 b 

after making this Reduction of - . - 150 o o 

we find the total Excefs of Payments on Account of 

all thefe Offices in 1795 over thofe of 1784, amount 

to ... . -£.2,801 7 2 

And making Allowance for a Redu&ion in 1795, 

when compared with 1782, of - 
we find that, inftead of the Year 1795 exceeding 

1782 by ... 

the Payments on Accounts of thefe Offices in 1795, / 

fall ihort of thofe made in 1782, by a Sum of - 85 9 o 

The whole Expence of the War Eftablifhment, as framed in 1795, 
we have before feen, amounted to - .^.10,850 o 0 

Carried forward - £. 10,850 



35° 0 0 
264 11 o 
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Brought over - £.10,850 O o 
But in Point of FacT; that Sum was reduced, in 1795, 
By the Renunciation of the Salary of the Principal 
Secretary of State - - ^".4,000 

By the Renunciation of the Salary of the 

Private Secretary - - 300 

4,300 o o 

leaving the a£tual Expence of the War Eftablifhment 6,550 00 

Add the Excefs ot the Home and Foreign Eftablifh- 
ment in the Year 1795 when compared with 1784 2,801 7 s 

and the whole Expence of theThree Eftablifhments, 
with the Offices annexed, in 1795, will exceed 
the Expence of the Two Eftablifhments and annex- 
ed Offices in 1784, by a Sum of 

In like Manner, the Expence of the War Eftablifh- 
ment being .... £.6,550 o o 

and dedticling therefrom the Sum by which the Pay- 
ment on Account of all thefe Offices in i782,exceeded 
the Payments in 1795, as above ftated - - 85 9 o 

and the whole Expence of the Three Eftablifh-T 
ments, with the annexed Offices, in 1795, exceeds ^ g 
the Expence of the Two Eftablifhments, with the ' >4 4 1 
annexed Offices, in 1782, by a Sum of - J — 

The Office of Secretary of State for the War Department 
was firft eftabliflied on the 1 ith July 1794 ; the whole Bufi- 
nefs of the War Department having, from the Commence- 
ment of the War in 1793 down to that Period, been trans- 
acted by Mr. Dundas, in Addition to the ordinary Bufinefs 
of the Home Department. 

The Accumulation of Affairs occahoned by the War, had, 
however, as it is ftated, rendered it neceflary to add Four 
Clerks to the ordinary Eftabliihment, and to employ Two 
others, belonging to particular Branches, almoft conftantly 
and exclufively, and had in fuch Manner overloaded every 
Individual then exifting in the Office, that the Neceffity of 
a feparate Eftabliihment for managing the Affairs of War 
exclufively, was foon felt, and produced the prefent addi- 
tional Office of Secretary of State for the War Department. 

S 2 In 
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In the Home Department, the additional Officers efta- 
blifiied fince the Year 178a, are the Precis Writer and the 
Private Secretary to the Principal Secretary of State. The 
Duty of the latter is fufficiently defcribed by his Title. That 
of the former is to abridge all Difpatches of Importance, 
whether fent or received, entering them in a Book for the 
Purpofe of facilitating an immediate Reference, thereto, either 
when the Originals are occafionally fent out of the Office, or 
when it is deemed unneceflary to coniult the more volumi- 
nous Difpatches themfelves. 

The Office of Law Clerk, though vacant in 1782, is not 
an Office of new Creation ; it was before that Period laft - 
held by Mr. Lovel Stanhope, who quitted it upon being 
elected for Winchefter in November 1774, and it remained 
vacant till the ill of June 1791, when the prefent Law 
Clerk was appointed. 

The Bufinefs of the Secretary of State's Office for the 
Home Department, confiding not only in receiving Intel- 
ligence, conducting Correfpondencc, and managing tranfac- 
tions relative to the Executive Government throughout the 
Britifh Dominion, (with the Exception of thofe in India) ; 
but alfo in preparing and illuing Warrants for all Commilfions, 
Grants, Patents, Creations, and Appointments under the 
Crown, (thofe of the Revenue and Admiralty, and thofe ir* 
the Diipofal of the Lord Chancellor excepted) the Duty of 
the Law Clerk is to prepare the Drafts of luch W arrants, and 
of all Letters of Reference to the Judges, and His Majefty's 
Law Servants, on thofe Points of Law on which the Secretary of 
State may require their Opinion for His Majefty's Information. 

The Office for Plantation Affairs has been entirely fup- 
prefled, and the Bufinefs of that Branch is now executed in 
the Office of the Home Department generally, by the Two 
Under Secretaries and Twelve Clerks, inftead of Three Under 
Secretaries and Thirteen Clerks. 

The Arabic Interpreter is ftill kept on the Contingent 
Fund ; and there have been added a Librarian, and a Regifter 

of 
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of Felons in Newgate, who occasionally ferves as an extra 
Clerk in the Department. 

It is ftated, that a great Accumulation, and confequent 
Confufion of the Papers of this Office, which could not with 
any convenience be transferred to the State Paper Office, had 
rendered the firil of thefe Offices a neceflary Addition ; and 
that the increafed Number of Felons, but more elpecially the 
progreffively increafing Practice of foiiciting Pardons for the 
Convicted, had rendered the other extremely uleful. 

The Addition, on the Whole, in Point of Number of 
Perfons employed in the Home Department, is very incon- 
fiderable, and confifts rather in a different Arrangement of the 
Bulinefs, than in an Increafe of the Officers ; fince Two 
Under Secretaries, Twelve Clerks, a Precis Writer, a Private 
Secretary, a Librarian, a Regifter of Felons, a Law Clerk, 
and an Arabic Interpreter, in all Twenty Perfons, are now 
fubftituted inftead of Nineteen Perfons, under the Defcription 
of Three Under Secretaries, Fourteen Clerks, an Arabic 
Interpreter, and a Law CLrk, vfhich latter, as was before 
noticed, made a Part of the Eftablifhment, though the Office 
was not actually filled, in the Year 1782. 

In the Foreign Office, Two Clerks, a Precis Writer,, and 
a Private Secretary, have been added ; and the Collector and 
Tranfmitter of State Papers, which was before confidered as 
an annexed Office, and paid out of the Civil Lift as fuch, 
was, by the Order of Council of the 1 1 ft of October 1 795, put 
upon the Eftablilhment : This however is not an Addition. 

The other annexed Offices remain the fame in Point of 
Number as in 1782, excepting that an Ploulekeeper has 
been added in the Office for methodizing and digefting the 
State Papers. 

The Meflengers attached to the Offices of Secretaries of 
State, who were Sixteen in Number, have been increafed to 
Thirty, who are now exclufively appointed by, and employed, 
controuled, and paid in the Offices of the Secretaries of State. 

2. Having 
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2- Having ftated the comparative Expence of thefe Efta- 
blifhments, as exifting in the Years 1782, 1784, and 1795, 
Your Committee proceed to confider what has been the Effect 
of the Arrangement by which the Fees and Gratuities re- 
ceived in the feveral Offices, together with the Allowances 
from the Pjft Office, and the Profits of the Gazette, have 
been applied to the Difcharge of the Salaries and other Ex- 
pences incurred by thefe Offices in the Year 1 795. 

The Eftablifhment of the Home Department in 1795 
■was ..... 

To which mould be added, for Tradefmen's Bills, 
before paid bv the Secretary of State 

The Eftablifhment of the Foreign Department was 
in that Year - 

Add for Tradefmen's Bills a fimilar Sum 

Officers borne on the Contingent Fund of the Home 
Department .... 

The Eftablifhment of the War Department was 
to which if added for Incident Bills, their a&ual 

Amount in 1795 .... 
the Sum Total of the Three Eftablifhinents, including 

Officers borne on the Contingent Fund, and fuch 

Bills as were ufually paid by the Secretaries of State, 

will be 

But to this Sum fhould, perhaps, be added the 
Sums before paid for Fees or Taxes on Salaries in the 
Home and Foreign Departments, being Sums by 
which either the Pub-Ik: Revenue was increafed 
other Public Officers were paid, amounting to 



£. 

i3> 6 4° 
616 

»3. 8 7° 
6x6 

480 
10,850 

45* 



- 4°.5 2 3 0 



s. 
o 



or 



3- 6 3 2 



1 1 



From this Total fhould, however, be fubtrafled in 
that Year, 

A Saving on the Salary of One of the Under Secre- 
taries of the Home Department . £. 1,000 

A Saving on the Salary of the Secretary of State 

for the Foreign Department - 2,800 

A Saving on the Salary of the Secretary of the 

War Department - . 4,000 

A Saving on the Salary of the Private Secretary 

of Ditto - 300 

reaving the Sum to be provided for on the Three \ 

E^ablifhrneuts. 



£-44>*55 ** 



8,100 



36.055 



1 1 



It 
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It appears, that the Fees and Gratuities received in the Three 
Offices in 1795, amounted to £- 2 9<5 l 7 1 7 0 

That the Allowances received from the Poft 
Office in the faid Year, were 

And that the Profits of the Gazette, received 
in that Period, were 

amounting in the Whole to - 

But it mutt be obferved, that the Sum due on 
Account of Poft Office Allowances, was£.2 ,500, 
though only £.2, 079. %s. 4^. was a&ually re- 
ceived within that Year ; add therefore on this 
Account - - - 

making the Total of this Fund to be fet againft 
the Expence of the Year, amount to 
and leaving a Sum, to be provided for out of the 
Civil Lift, amounting to 



Interpreter, were 

For the Foreign Department, including the 
Collector and Tranfmitter of State Papers 



the War Eftablifhment, including the Incident 
Bills, as above ftated 



been, in the Year 1795, the Sum of 



2,079 


3 


4 




10 


„ r 

*$ 




18 


0 1 


420 


16 


8 


3 2 . 6 75 


>5 


»i 


3 379 


15 






1 1 


0 


Zi\i\ Lift 


for the 


, and the 


Arabic 


£.j,o6o 


0 


0 


7,180 


0 


0 


^.14,240 


0 


0 


7,00 1 


0 


0 


/".2 1,241 


0 


0 


► 3-379 


15 


10 


) 17,86l 


4 


t 



It appears, that a ftill more favourable Refult may be expe£lei 
with regard to the Year 1796. 

The aftual Expences of the Home Eftablifhment for that Year, 
including certain Officers borne on the Contingent Fund, as 
before ftated, were ... £ ,\ 3,895 o 

Add, for Bills before paid by the Secretary of State 6 1 6 o 
Aclual Expence of the Foreign Department - 11,070 o 

Add, for Bills before paid hv the Secretary of State 016 o 
Aftual Expence of the War Department - . 6,550 o 

Incident Bills of D° - - - - 494 

Add for Fees and Taxes before paid out of Salaries - 3,632 1 1 

/'•3 6 - 8 73 11 



o 



The 
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The Fees and Gratuities had amounted, in the Firft £. S. 

Three Quarters of the Year, to 3 1 >595 o 

The Poll Office Allowances would be for the Year - 2,500 o 

The Average Profits of the Gazette may be taken at *6oo o 

Total - 34,695 o 
leaving a Sum to be provided for out of the Civil 

Lift for the Three Eftablifhments - - 2,178 11 



But the Sums heretofore flated as payable for the Home and 
Foreign Departments, out of the Civil Lift, were - ^.14,240 o 

The Sutas-vVhich would have been this Year pay- 
able for the War Department, out of the Civil Lift, 

as above flated, amount to 7.°44 0 

being in the Whole - 21,284 0 

from which fubtraft the Sum to be provided for - 2,178 11 

the whole Saving which will therefore have ac-~) 

crued to the Public, exclufive of the Fees and / 

Gratuities of the laft Quarter, of which the > £.19, 105 9 

Account could not be made up, will have been in I 

the Year 1796 - -J ====: 

Independent of thefe Savings to the Public f of ^.17,861 4 if 

in the Years 1795 and 1796 - - J and 19,105 9 o 
it will appear that a Sum was replaced to the Account 
of the Public by his Grace the Duke of Portland, 

amounting to - - 3,360 o o 

That there was faved to the Public by Mr. Dun- 
das's voluntary Renunciation of Salary, between the 

12th January 1792 and lotl) July 1794 - . 5.933 O O 

By Ditto, between the 10th of July 1794 and 12th 

January 1 795 - - e - 2,000 o o 

And by the voluntary Renunciation of Lord 

Grenville - - 12,006 o o 

making in the Whole the Sum of 60,266 13 ik 

Such Parts of theie Savings as have not arifen from the 
voluntary Renunciation of the Principal Secretaries of State, 
have been made at the Expence of the Under Secretaries, 
the Chief Clerks, and the menial Officers in the Two De- 



• 1781 - £-594 1782 - £-564 1794 - £-657. 

partments, 
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partments, amongft whom the Fees were diftributed, in 
the Proportions which may be feen in a Return of the Fees 
received in Seven Years from 1785 to 1791 inclufive. 

Applying thefe Proportions to the larger Sums received oil 
Account of Fees and Gratuities* in 1795 and ijg6, fince 
the Eftablilhment of the Fee Fund, and comparing, at the 
fame Time, the prefent and former Salaries received by thefe 
feveral Officers, will fhew the Effect which this Arrangement 
has had upon the Emoluments of each Officer who was a 
Sharer in thefe Advantages previous to the Year 1795. 

The Privilege of franking Newfpapers, and alfo that of 
Votes and Gazettes, is ftill preferred to the Cleiks, as are 
alfo certain fixed Sums in the Nature of New Year's Gifts, 
to the Under Secretaries, and Chief Clerks and menial 
Officers, in the Home and Foreign Departments. The 
Houfekeeper, in the latter, has a fmall Perquifite , and the 
Chamber Keepers in the Home and Foreign Departments 
alfo receive from Military Agents a fmall voluntary Donation 
on each Commiflion ; which, though it appears to have 
amounted, in the Year 1796, to a confiderable Sum, is 
ftated, in ordinary Times, to be very infignificant. Thefe 
latter being Sums of which the Offices had at no Time any 
Cognizance, and depending upon the mere Pleafure of the 
Parties voluntarily giving them, though immemorially re- 
ceived, have been fuffered to remain upon their ancient Footing. 

No Allowances, Perquifites, or New- Year's Gifts, are 
taken in the War Department, excepting by the Three 
menial Officers, and thofe are very inconiiderable. 
. Before Your Committee quit the Subje&, it may not be 
improper to confider, how far the Plan adopted tor defraying 
the Expence of thefe Eitablifhments is likely, in future, to 
be attended with EfFecls advantageous or diladvantageous 
to the Public in Point of CEconomy. when compared with 
the Eftablifhments which it has been thought neceffary to create. 
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It appears then, that the whole Expence of the Three 
Offices, including fuch Bills, Fees, and Taxes, as were for- 
merly paid by the Secretaries of State, or by other Officers in 
thefe Departments, exclufive of the Stationary, and other 
contingent Expences, amount, according to the prefent 
Eftablilhment, to £*-44>i 55 

That the annexed Offices, including the Stationary and 
Contingencies of the State Paper Office, are - - 2,590 

46,745 

from which, deducing the Amount of Salaries not 
received - - - - 7,400 

there remains to be provided for - - £-39)345 

It appears ahb that the Salaries heretofore paid out of the 
Civil Lift on Account of thefe Offices, including the German 
Tranflator, Law Clerk, and Arabic Interpreter, and ftating 
the Offices of the Commiffioners for methodizing the State 
Papers, including thofe of the Exchequer, as they exifted in 
1784, the Period of their loweft Eftablilhment, amounted 
to - - - £.16,980 

That the Poft Office Allowances, 
and Average Profits from the Ga- 
zette, are - - - 3, too 

That the Average Amount of 
Fees and Gratuities, calculated upon 
Nine Years Peace and Four Years 
War (taking however the Three 
Quarters of 1796 as a whole Year) is - 14,475 

leaving, upon an Average of Peace 
and War, to be provided for, a fur- 
ther Sum of 4,790 to make good 

£ -39>345 the Expence 

of the Three Eftablifhrnents, with the annexed Offices, toge- 
ther with fuch Contingent Bills, Fees, and Taxes, as were 

before 



COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 



before paid by any Officers on the Two Eftablifhments, with 
the annexed Offices, as they before exifted. The Average 
Amount of Fees in Nine Years of Peace is £.8,687. The 
Average of Four Years War, reckoning the laft Three 
Quarters as a whole Year, is £. 27,498. If the Refult mould 
be fought from either of thefe Averages, the further Sum to 
be provided for Annually, will in the firft Cafe, be upon the 
prefent full Eftablifhments - - £.10,578; 

in the other Cafe, the Funds will exceed the Eftablifhments 
by an Annual Sum of - 8,233. 

3. Having thus compared the Eftablifhments of the 
Offices of Secretaries of State, and Offices annexed, as they 
exifted in the Years 1782, 1784, and 1795; having alfo 
compared the Expence of thefe Eftablifhments, with the 
Funds appropriated to the Payment thereof, in 1795 and 
1796, and alfo with the Funds appropriated in 1782; hav- 
ing fhewn the Amount of Savings which have been derived 
to the Public from various Sources fince 1792, and alfo what 
may be the future expected Demands on the Public for thefe 
Eftablifhments, according to the Average Produce of Fees 
in Peace and War ; Your Committee come now, in the next 
Place, to confider the other Expences incurred by thefe 
Offices refpectively, under the heads of Stationary, Contin- 
gencies, and Mefiengcrs. 

Upon thefe feveral Heads Your Committee have to remark, 
that the Accounts for the Foreign Office being wholly defi- 
cient, and thofe of the Home Department extremely im- 
perfect for the Year 1782, they have preferred reforting to 
the Accounts of the Year 1784, as given upon Oath before 
Commiffioners of Enquiry, in order to draw a Sort of Com- 
parifon with the Year 1795 or 1796, according to the Dates 
of the feveral Accounts furnifhed. Though, in Fact, little 
Advantage can refult in thefe Particulars from a Companion 
of a Year of War with a Year of Peace. 

T 2 It 
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It appears however, that in the Year 1784, the Stationary 
in the Home Department amounted to £-i,$43- IS - 
and in the Foreign to ^.1,196. 3s. in the Whole to 
£. 2,739. as- id. 

In 1796, the Expcnce for the Stationary in the Home 
Department was £.2,702. 6s. 3d. in the Foreign, £.2,063. 
2s. $\d. and in the War Department, £.729. 165. 2d. 
amounting in the. Whole to £. 5,495. 4*. \o\d. rather more 
than double the Amount in 17S4*. 

When it is confidered that the Military Commiffions, 
which are printed on Parchment, and whole increafed- Num- 
ber occasions a very confiderable Proportion of the increafed 
Amount of the Fees received in thefe Offices in the Years 
1793, 1794, 1 795, and 1796, are among the Articles of 
Stationary, it will not probably appear that this is a very ex- 
traordinary Increafe on this Head, upon comparing a Year of 
War with a Year of Peace. 

4. The Contingent Account, as Hated by the Comrnit- 
fioners of Enquiry, amounted in the Year 1784, in the 
Home Department, after deducting £.58. \qs. ^d. paid to 
the Arabic Interpreter, being Part of his Salary of £. 80, 
which is already brought forward in the Ac- £. s. d. 
count of the Eftablilhment, to 533 13 ii§ 

and in the Foreign Department, to - - - 1 ,09 ; 1 6 
being in the Whole - £.1,628 15 



• In the Articles comprized under the Head of Stationary furnifhed for 
the Offices of Secretary of State, are included, Books, Book-binding, 
Office Bo.xes, Parchment printed for Military Commifiions, Newfpapers, 
Pamphlets, &c. for the Office Ufe, Bills for Tin Ware, Lamp Oil, Extra 
Gazettes, Votes of the Houfe of Commons, as well for the Office Ufe as 
for the Clerks, an Allowance of £. 25 per Annum to a Perfon employed as 
Embeljifher of Vellum Skins for the King's Letters to the Eaftern Princes, 
and to the States of Barbary ; an Allowance of ^.31. 4/. per Annum, to a 
Perfon for delivering the Firlt Impreflions of the London Gazette to the 
Cabinet Miniilers, and fome other trifling Articles. 

The 
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The Amount of the Sums ftated in the Contingent Ac- 
count for the Home Department in 1795 is ^.4,321 17 1 

But from this Sum are to be deducted the Salaries of the 
Private Secretary, the Librarian, the Arabic Interpreter, the 
extra Clerk, and Regifter of Felons in Newgate, the Law 
Clerk, and Precis Writer ; as being either Arrears of Salary 
due for other Years, or as being already brought forward in 
the Account of the Eflablifhrnent. Thefe Deductions being 
made, leave what may be confidered as an Annual Expence 
of the Home Department for Contingencies, of £.2,536 56* 

The Amount of the Sums ftated in the* Contingent Ac- 
count of the Foreign Department amount to ^.9,9 19 12 i\ 

But, in like Manner, from this Sum is to be deducted, 
for Charges which may be iuppofed to be not Annual, but 
chiefly if not entirely occafioned by the War; namely, 

For Couriers fent by His Majefty's Miniflers 

Abroad, &c. - - . ^.5,385 11 4 

For extra Meffimgers - - 819 15 10 

And for certain incidental Expences formerly" 

paid bv the Secretary of State, and are already r r 

f 1 r j • 1 • Tr- 1 > 010 o o 

brought tor-ward in the Comparative View ot 

the Eftablifhments - 
amounting in the Whole to - - 6,821 7 2 

and leaving a probable Annual Expence on the Head 
ot Contingencies in the Foreign Department of /".3,09s 5 o\ 

The Amount of the Sums ftated in the Contingent Account of the 
War Department is - - £ .2,435 16 4 for the 

Year 179,5 : But if from this Sum be taken 
fuch Sums as may be fuppofed not to be An- 
nual, or not of this Year ; namely, 
Salaries due on this Eftablifhment before the 
5 th January 1795 - £.1.075 00 
Travelling Expences of Officers 204 9 o 
Extra Meffengers - - 612 94 
Incident Bills for 1794 - 166 10 2| 

2,058 8 6ftheSum 

which would remain as an Annual Contingent 

Account would be £-377 7 9? 
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With the View, however, of avoiding any Rifk of making, 
an under Statement, and taking in Aid the Contingent Ac- 
count of the Year 1796, of which the Total is £.1,246. 3*. 
8^. and deducting alone from thence the Purchale of the 
Leafe of the Houfe ufed for an Office, which cannot be an 
Annual Charge, and which amounts to £.555 : the Remain- 
der will be £.691. 3-f. 2>\d. as the poflible Annual Charge , 
for Contingencies in the War Department, independent of 
the Sum for Incidents already brought forward in the Account 
of the Eftablifhment ; making in the Whole an Annual 
Expence in the Three Departments, which may be confi- 
dered as permanent, of - - £-6,325 14 3 

The Increafe in the Home Department has chiefly arifeh 
from Payments to Four Officers of Police attendant at the 
Palaces, amounting to £.675. 135. and from Salaries to 
reduced Clerks (a Meafure ftrongly recommended by the 
Commiflioners of Enquiry, and adopted, with Modifications 
before ftatcd) amounting to - £.1,201 16 if 

In the Foreign Department the permanent Increafe ariles 
chiefly from Salaries in like Manner given to re- 
duced Clerks, to the Amount of - ^,.1,075 o o 
Rent and Taxes of the Office - 675 12 2 
Interpreter to the Turkifh AmbafTador - 2C0 o o 

amounting in the Whole to - -£.3,818 7 3! 

And leaving the Sum of £.2,615. 12J. i\\d. for the Con- 
tingent Expences of the Three Offices, to be fet againft the 
Sum of £.1,628. 15J. 5§i. incurred in 1784 for fimilar 
Expences in the Two Departments then exifting. 

Finally, it appears that the Grofs Salaries of the Home Depart- 
ment are, according to the Eftablifhment - . £.13.640 
that the Salaries of the Foreign Department are - 13,870 
that the Salaries borne on the Contingent Fund of the 
r Home Department are - . . 480 

that the Salaries, &c. of the annexed Offices are - 2,590 
that the Salaries of the War Department are, - - 10,850 
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■ that the Incident Bills of the Home Department are - £&i6 
that the Incident Bills of the Foreign Department may 

be eftimated at a like Sum - - - - 616 
that the Incident Bills of the War Department are - 451 
that the Stationary, which in a Year of War amounts to 
£•5 '495 f° r tne Three Offices, and which in a Year 
of Peace amounted in the Two Offices to £ .2,739, 
may probably be fairly eftimated as not likely to ex- 
ceed in a Year of Peace, upon the improved plan, on 
the Suppofition that a Saving of only £ .9.0 per Cent, 
is made thereby, inftead of £.40 per Cent, as flated 
by the Commiflioners of Enquiry * 2,500 

that the Contingencies may be eftimated at 6,325 



and that from this Sum may be deducted, for fo long a 
Time as the Offices of the Foreign and War Depart- 
ment fhall continue to be held as at prefent, and fo 
long as the Private Secretaries of the Home and 
War Departments fhall be in Parliament, the 
Sum of - ' - - 7,400 

leaving to be provided for a Sum of /^44<538 

No Notice is here taken of the Gazette* Writer, his De- 
puty, and the Printer, who are all paid out of the Profits of 
the Gazette. Nor are the Fees and Taxes, which were for- 
merly paid out of the Salaries of thefe Offices, and which 
have been brought forward in the Companion of the Efta- 
blifhments, as they have exifted at different Periods, again 
introduced here ; the Object of Your Committee being to 
give fimply, and at One View, a Sketch of fuch Expences as 
properly now belong to them, upon the Suppofition that it 
may be intended to abolifh fuch Fees and Taxes altogether, 
according to the Recommendation of the Commiflioners of 
Enquiry. 

Your Committee have not thought it neceflary to make 
any particular Mention of the Superintendent of Aliens, and 
and his Two Clerks, though this Office may be considered as 
coming properly under the Direction of the Secretary of 
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State for the Home Department, becaufe the Salaries arc 
paid out of the Conlblidated Fund ; the Appointments have 
grown out of the Exigency of the prefent Moment, and are 
eftabliihed by A61 of Parliament. 

It may be fufficient alfo briefly to notice here, that the Act 
for more effectually preferving Money or Effects in the 
Hands of His Majefty's Subjects, belonging to or difpofable 
by Perfons refident in France, for the Benefit of the Indivi- 
dual Owners thereof, by which his Majefty is impowered to 
appoint Five Commiffioners, with a Secretary, Clerks, &c. 
has been wholly carried on in the Office of Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, without any additional Affift- 
ance, and without any additional Charge to the Public. 

5. Attached to and dependent on the Offices of His Ma- 
jefty's Secretaries of State, are a Part of that Body of 
Melfengers originally known by the Defcnption of Mefleng^rs 
of His Majefty's Great Chamber. 

Of thefe, who were Forty in Number, and who were in- 
difcriminately employed by the Secretaries of State, or in the 
Service of the Houihold, Sixeeen were, in 1772, exclullvely 
attached to the Offices of the Secretary of State. In the 
Year 1782 the remaining Twenty-four, appointed by the 
Lord Chamberlain, were reduced to Eighteen. 

The Number, however, of thofe exclufively attached to 
the Offices of Secretaries of State, having been found inade- 
quate to their Demands, it became conftantly neceflary to 
have Recourfe to the remaining Eighteen ; it was therefore 
thought proper, on the new modelling of the Offices of Se- 
Secretaries of State in 1795, to increafe the Number to be 
attached to thofe Offices to Thirty, for the Reafons ftated 
more at large in the Report of the Secretaries of State And 
they were appointed to attend in Rotation at the Three Of- 
fices, remaining a Fortnight on Attendance at each. 

Their 



COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 145 



Their Salaries and Emoluments, and Board Wages, remain 
as before ftated, nearly on the fame Footing, in Point of 
Amount, as they were upon their ancient EftabliQiment ; 
with the Exception, that a Part of their former Allowance 
was to enable them to provide a Horfe, their prefent Salary 
is folely for their own perfonal Services. Their Salary has 
been fixed at £.60 a Year; their Board Wages at js. 6d. per 
Day when in Great Britain or Ireland, whether employed or 
unemployed, whether on Journies or not, they being always 
fuppofed to be in waiting at one or other of the Offices, when 
not employed on any particular Journey. 

The Meflengers attached to the Offices of the Secretaries 
of State, as well as the other MefTengers of His Majefty's 
Great Chamber, were ultimately paid by the Treafurer- of 
the Chamber, till the Abolition of that Office on the ill of 
July, 1782. 

Their Bills for Foreign Journies, as well as the Bills of the 
remaining Twenty-four for Home Journies, were previoufly 
examined by the Clerk of the Cheque. But the Bills of the 
Sixteen for Home Service were examined and paid in the 
Firft Inftance by the Firft Clerk in the Home Department, 
out of Monies advanced by and accounted for to the Trea- 
furer of the Chamber, for whom the Firft Clerk atted in this 
Cafe as a Sort of Deputy. 

Upon the Abolition of the Office of Treafurer of the 
Great Chamber, thefe Sixteen MefTengers were for a Time 
paid by the Firft Clerks in the Offices, afterwards by a Perfon 
fpecially appointed by the Lord Chamberlain, and finally, 
from the 5th of July 1795, by the Firft Clerks in the feveral 
Departments *. But no Account whatever relative to the 
Meflengers exifting in the Foreign Office for the Year 1782 f, 
and none in the' Home Office previous to the ift of June in 
that Year, when, the. prefent Firft Clerk came into Office, 
Your Committee are obliged to have Recourfe to the Report 
• Supplement (M.) f Supplement (N.) 
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of the Commiffioners of Enquiry, and to make the Compa- 
rifon with the Year 1784. 

The Total Amount of the MefTengers Bills paid and al- 
lowed in the Two Departments in that Year 
was £13,77:8 17 1 

But there were alfo at that Time outftanding Bills in the 
Foreign Departments, of which the Amount was not known. 

In the Year 1796, which is the ftrft com- 5,533 12 11 Home, 
plete Year fince the new Arrangement took 13,585 8 o Foreign. 
Place, the Amountof the* Bills delivered in, 2,558 11 o War. 

in the Three Departments, including Salary — — 

and Board Wages, wa« - - £ .2 1,677 11 11 

Being an Increafe of Expences in a Year of War, beyond 
the known Demands of the Mcflengers in a 
Yearof Peace, amounting to - - /, .7,898 ^4 7 

To this Sum mould however, be added any Expence 
which may have been incurred for extra Meflengcrs, and 
which, may make Part of the Contingencies of the feveral 
Offices in the Year 1796. 

From the 5th of July 1795, the Controul of the Clerk of 
the Cheque over any Part ot the MefTcngers employed by 
the Secretaries oi State, lias been entirely done away, and 
an Office Check has been eftablifhed. 

The Names of thole in Waiting at each Office for Home 
Service, are written on a Sheet of Paper, and put into a 
Glafs Cafe, which is hung up in the Office Keeper's Room, 
and of which the Office Keeper has the key. When any 
Melfenger is font on a Journey, a Minute is immediately 
made of it, (fating the Time of Departure, the Place whi- 
ther, and the Mode of going, and the Day of Return is 
alfo noted. Thefe Entries are alfo made in a Book corref- 
ponding to the Paper, and kept by the Office Keeper. At 
the End of every Fortnight, this Paper is withdrawn by, or 
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tranfmitted to Mr. Ancell, Firft Clerk in the State Paper 
Office, who is the private Agent for the Mellengers, to aflift 
him in making out the Bills. Thcfe are made out Quarterly, 
according to old eftablilhed Prices and Allowances, (of which 
Mr. Ancell has derived the Knowledge from his Father, who 
had been Forty-five Years in the fame Situation, reckoning 
a certain Number of Horfes, according to the Nature of the 
Journey, a certain Price per Mile, according to the Country 
in which the Journey is performed, and allowing a certain 
Number of Miles per Day. 

No Foreign Bill is allowed, unlefsthe MelTenger performing 
the Journey, produces a Voucher from the Minifter to whom 
he is fent. Nor is any Extra Charge allowed, unlefs a parti- 
cular Voucher is produced ; as in the Cafe of Foreign Jour- 
nies, a Third Horfe is fometimes allowed on the Voucher of 
the Foreign Minifter to whom a MelTenger is fent, that the 
State of the Roads, or the Expedition ufed, required it. 
Vouchers are in a hmilar Manner fometimes sfiven for Lofs 
of Money in Exchange, &c. The Bills fo made out, with 
the Vouchers annexed, are lent to the Firft Clerk in each 
Department, and are by them examined, and compared with 
the Office Keeper's Books, and are then prefented to the 
Secretary of State for Signature, previous to their Payment, 
which is now made by the Chief Clerks, without any De- 
duction whatever. 

Of thele Thirty Meflengers, One is by Cuftom conftantly 
in Attendance upon the Firft Lord of the Treafury ; his 
Journies are checked by the Private Secretary to the Firft 
Lord. On his Voucher the Bills are made out by Mr. Ancell, 
and paid by the Firft Clerk in the Home Department. 

§ 3. Having fhewn what Regulations and Checks have 
been propofed, and adopted or rejected in thele feveral Offices, 
and alfo what Increafe or Diminution has taken place in them 
in confequence of thofe Regulations, Your Committee pro- 

U 3 ceed f 
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cecd, in the laft Place, to the moft important but the mod 
difficult Part of their Duty ; namely, to fugged fuch further 
Meafures as occur to them either for diminilhing the Expence, 
controuling the Expenditure, or regulating the Eftablilhments 
of thefe feveral Offices*. 

1. The firft Subject of Importance which prefents itfelf 
for Confideration is, the Quedion whether it may be delirable 
for the Public Service that the Office of Secretary of State 
for the War Department mould be aboliffied or retained. 
As the Necefiity of continuing the Whole or any Part of 
this Office mud depend upon the Continuance of War, and 
in fome Degree upon the State in which the Country may be 
left upon the Conclufion of Peace, Your Committee refrain 
from expreffing any decided Opinion upon this Point, except 
that it is extremely defirable that an Opportunity fhould be 
taken of reducing the Public Expence of this as well as the 
other Branches of this Department, whenever it can be done 
confidently with the Public Service. But they have no 
Hefitation of applying to this Office, in common with that 
of the Home and of the Foreign Department, and adopting 
as their own, the Suggestion thrown out in the Report of the 
Secretaries of State, that the bed Mode of reducing them in 
Time of Peace, will be by avoiding to fill up the Places 
which may become vacant of Clerks no longer wanted, under 
a reduced State of the Bufinefs of the feveral Offices. And 
they think that it would be defirable that this Reduction 
lhould be accelerated as Opportunities fiiould occur, by giving 
permanent Situations in other Departments to fuch meri- 
torious Officers as might no longer be found wanting in thefe. 

2. Your Committee are alio of Opinion, that a fimilar 
Mode of Reduction might be applied, in Time of Peace, to 
the Corps of Meflengers, as Vacancies fhould arife ; but of 
the Extent to which fuch Reduction may be conveniently 
carried, they cannot take upon themfelves to determine. 
Experience has proved, that the prefent Number is not too 
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great in Time of War, and Proofs will be fecn, in the Con- 
tingent Expences of the Foreign and War Departments, 
that it has been occafionally neceflary to employ extra, Mef- 
iengcrs, and Sums on that Account, amounting to 
15J. tod. in the Foreign, and £.612. 9*. id. in the War 
Department, were incurred for this Purpofe in the Year 
1795 ; and a Sum of £.127. 7*. lod. in the Year 1796, in 
the War Department, befides fuch Sums as may have been 
expended on this Head by His Majefty's Minifters refident 
Abroad. 

3. Connected with this Subject in Point of CEconomy, 
as well as of official Convenience and Security; is the Idea 
fuggefted by the Commiffioners, of bringing under One 
Roof the Offices of the Two Secretaries of State, and the 
State Paper Office. Your Committee, however, do not find 
thrt any Steps have hitherto been taken to carry this Idea 
into Effect, though it has met with the Concurrence of His 
Majefty's Secretaries of State, and the Approbation of His 
Majefty in Council. They think that the Purpofes of 
CEconomy and great official Convenience would be ftill fur- 
ther obtained, by providing in fuch a Building proper 
Accommodation for the India Board, and for the War De- 
partment, whether it may be determined to continue the 
latter during Peace or not. They are of Opinion alio, that 
the lower Part of fuch a Building might be well appropriated 
not only for keeping feparately the Papers and Books belonging 
to thefe feveral Departments, but as a fafe and proper Depofit 
for all Maps, Plans, Charts, and Defigns, which is very 
much wanted, and for all of which the neceflary and ordinary 
Precautions againft Fire or other Injury fhould be provided. 

Your Committee are the more urgent upon this Subject, 
from having obferved that none of thefe Provifions do obtain, 
or can eafily be applied, for the Prefervation of the moft 
valuable and moft important of our National Archives, in 
the ancient, feeble, and ruinous, though fpacious Building, 

in 



SIXTEENTH REPORT: 



in which they arc now depofited. The Arrangement of them 
is perfect, but. placed in Cafes of Wood, they are not 
fecure againft Fire, and fcarcely againft the common Accidents 
of Weather. Nor can the Protection or Convenience which 
the conftant Relidence of a Clerk would give, and which is 
fuggefted by the Commiffioners, and acknowledged as moft 
deiirable by the Secretaries of State, be obtained, unlefs the 
Building itfelf, by its State of Repair, was rendered more fit 
for the Purpoles of Habitation. Indeed, unlefs the Papers 
themlelves could be placed in Stone Receffes, with fuch 
Prccauions as are ufually taken by Individuals for the Prefer- 
vation of what they deem valuable, even the Protection 
which would be given by the conftant Relidence of One of 
the Officers in the Houfe, would be attended with additional 
Danger of another Sort. 

Your Committee have obferved with fome Regret, that 
the Office of Secretary ot State for Foreign Affairs has been 
in Three different Situations within the laft Fifteen Years, 
and that both this Office, as well as that of the War De- 
partment, are ftill in private Houfes, and fubject therefore to 
the Will and Caprice of the Owners. It is neither fitting or 
convenient that any of the principal Offices of State fhould 
be lb circumftanced. 

The Saving which would accrue from appropriating a 
fpecific Building for all thefe Offices, lituate on Land be- 
longing to the Crown, are, in the Firft Place, the Rents now 
paid, or which might be obtained for the Two Offices of 
Secretaries of State, for the Foreign and War Department, 
and the State Paper Office, and which may be eftimated at 
leaft at £-9°° per Annum ; next, the Suppreffion of the 
Office of Librarian in the Home Department, with a Salary 
of /.".200 per Annum, which would then become unneceflary ; 
and laltly, a Reduction in the Number of the menial Officers 
now attached to thefe feparate Departments, and which now 
conlift of Two Office Keepers, and a Houfekeeper in each 

of 
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of the Offices of the Secretaries of State, a Houfekeeper and 
Chamber Keeper in the Office of the Board of Controul, 
and a Houfekeeper in the State Paper Office ; in all Twelve 
Perfons, fome of whom would probably become unnecefiary 
in this Approximation of the Offices. The Expence of 
attaining this Object might perhaps be diminifhed, by taking 
Advantage of any Vacancies which may take place in Public 
Buildings, at prefent applied to other Purpofes, for which 
ihey may be lefs neceflary. 

4. The Plan adopted for iecuring the Payment of Fees 
upon Military Commiffions, appears to your Committee to 
depend rather on the perfonal Exertions and Influence of an 
Individual with the Regimental Agents, than upon any 
official Arrangement, which Ihould be effectual to its own 
Purpofe at all Times, and in any Hands, and not owe its 
Succels to accidental Connection or Communication. 

It appears to Your Committee, that it cannot be difficult 
to form fuch an official Plan, by a proper Concert either 
between the Secretary of State's Office and that of the War 
Office, or of the Paymafter General, by which the Fees on 
Commiffions might at all Times be fecured by a Stoppage on 
the Pay, without having Recourfe to the Severity of Penalties 
propofed by the Commiffioners, to the Expence now incurred 
of £.1 § per Cent, on the Collection of thefe Fees, or to the 
Danger of relapfing again under other Management into the 
Abufe which before obtained. The principal Reafon of the 
Delay which has taken place in the Payment of thefe Fees, 
and which is not wholly done away, appears to be, that the 
Regimental Agents, though charging the Amount of thefe 
Fees to their Principals, withhold the Payment of them from 
Government to fet againft other Charges, which they either 
have, or claim to have, againft Government, on Account of 
the Regiments for which they are concerned. Some legiflative 
Provifion may pofubly be neceflary to lemedy this Defect ; 
but as the Commiffions are derived from the Grace of the 

Crown, 
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Crown, accorded to Perfons who are in the Pay of the Public, 
it ought not to be difficult, under iuch a Parliamentary 
Sanction, to form fome permanent Arrangement, by which 
jfuch a Portion of that Pay lhould in the Firft Inftance be 
retained, as mould make good the Amount of the Fees due 
on every Coinmiflion. 

5. On infpecting the Accounts of the Offices for the 
Home and Foreign Departments, it will appear that the 
Foreign Office is ftated to have received, in the Year 1795, 
jT. 1 1,821. is. \o\d. as its Third Part of the Fee Fund of 
that Year, while the Home Department appears to have 
received only ^.11,180. 13J. o\d. The Reafon of this 
Difference is explained in the Appendix *. It has arifen 
from a different Mode not only of keeping the Accounts, 
but of difpofing of the Surplus, after paying the Eftablilh- 
ment of the particular Office. The Home and the War 
Departments, after paying their ievcral Eltablifhments for 
the Year, have added this Surplus to the Fee Fund of the 
following Year, and taken their Divilion upon the Whole lo 
augmented ; in the Foreign Office it has been deemed expe- 
dient to referve any fuel) Surplus to meet any occafional 
Exigency in the Office. 

For the Sake however of Simplicity and Perfpicuity in the 
Account, Your Committee cannot help thinking that it 
would be defirable that one uniform Mode were adopted. 
There does in Fact appear to be fome Sort of Perplexity t 
and much unneceffary Trouble, anfing out of this triple 
Divifion which has been eltablilhed. 

Your Committee obferving that the Whole of the Fees 
received in the Home Department, in the moft productive 
Year of War, fcarcely exceeds the Whole ot the Expence 
incurred by the Office in that Year, under the feveral Heads 
of Eftablilhment, Incidents, Stationary, Meflengers, and 
Contingencies, and that it falls even ihort of the whole 

* See Folio Edit. 
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Expence, if in it be included the Amount of the Secret 
Service Money expended in that Department within that 
Period ; confidering alio that the Fees in Time of Peace 
muft in each of the Departments fall very fliort of the 
Expence of their Eftablifhments ; and that the Poft Office 
Allowances and Profits of the Gazette* would, together with 
the Fees ufually received in the Foreign Office in Time of 
Peace, be as nearly as poffible adequate to the Third Portion 
of Fees and Allowances, to which that Office is by the prefent 
Arrangement entitled ; they cannot on all thefe Confiderations 
forbear to propofe, as an- Expedient that would lave much 
unnccefTary Trouble, to appropriate the Whole of the Poll 
Office Allowances and Profits of the Gazette to the Payment 
of the Eftablifhment of the Foreign Office exclufively, and 
to appropriate ftill farther the Fees received in each Office to 
the Payment of the Expences, of every Defcription, arifing 
in that Office in which they are collected exclufively, except 
lb far as might regard any Surplus at the End of the Year, 
which may either be carried in Aid of the other Offices, or 
of the Civil Lift, or remain in the Office ittelf, to make 
good any Deficiencies of the following Year, as may appear 
moft ad vi fable. 

6. There occurs but one Subject more relative to thefe" 
Offices, upon which Your Committee think it neceflary to 
make at prefent any Obfervation ; and that is the Subjedt of 
the Mellengers. A confiderable Improvement has, in the 
Opinion of Your Committee, been made by detaching the 
Meffengers to be employed by the Secretaries of State from 
the Office of the Lord Chamberlain, and putting them ex- 
clufively under the Appointment, Controul, and Payment of 
thofe who are to employ them. But fimilar Reafons to thofe 
which induced the Secretaries of State to propofe that Sepa- 
ration from the Office of Lord Chamberlain, ought, in the 
Judgment of Your Committee, to induce them to go ftill 
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farther, and to attach particularly to each Office fuch a 
Number of thefe MefTengers as may be neceffary for their 
ordinary Occafions ; referving, however, a Power, to each 
Secretary of State to employ any of thofe attached to the 
other Offices, upon a Deficiency of their own. 

The Bills*, however, of each, though checked by the 
Office employing them thus occasionally, lhould ftill continue 
to be paid by the Offices to which they are particularly at- 
tached. Much Perplexity of Account, and much Difficulty 
in Controul arife, as Your Committee have Reafon to think, 
from the Alternation of the Pay and Services of this very 
important and ufeful Body of Men. 

This Alternation appears to have been originally propofed 
with a View of equalizing as much as poffible the Services 
and Emoluments of the Individuals who compcfe this Corps : 
The Service in the Foreign Department being efteemed more 
lucrative than that of the Home Department. But as it is 
more lucrative, fo is it moft important that the Service fhould 
be performed by the moft aaive, intelligent, and moft truft- 
worthy of the Body. And Your Committee are therefore of 
Opinion, if it fhould be deemed expedient to allot a greater 
Number than one Third of the Whole to the Foreign De- 
partment, that the Two other Secretaries of State lhould be 
empowered to fill up fuch additional Number alternately 
from among thofe who fhall have recommended themfelvcs 
by their Services in the other Offices, as Rewards for fuperior 
Adivity, Fidelity, and Diligence. 

Perhaps it might be ftill better that the Admiffion into the 
Service of the Foreign Office fhould always be made Matter 
of Promotion from the other Offices, at the alternate Re- 
commendation of the Secretaries of State, and that every 
Meflenger lhould have given Proofs of his Diligence, and 
acquired fome Experience in the Home Service before he 
fhould be employed in the Foreign. A Return to the 
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Home Service might flill be referved as a Refource for thofe 
whole increafing Age and decreafing Activity might render 
fucb a Retreat defirable ; and finally, the Places of Chamber 
Keeper might conftitute the laft quiet Reward for faithful 
Service previous to entire Superannuation. 

Your Committee agree with the Secretaries of State, that 
no Perfons, from their Situation, can be more fit or com- 
petent to judge of the Propriety of the Charges brought 
forward by the MefTengers, than the Under Secretaries or 
Chief Clerks in the Offices by which they are employed, 
and they think that the Examination and Payment of their 
Accounts cannot be in better Hands. 

Much Attention appears to have been given by the Chief 
Clerks in each of thefe Departments, to eftablilh Regularity 
in this Particular : but Your Committee do not find that 
either of the Offices of the Secretaries of State are in Pol- 
ieffion of any official Document or Regulation, Sufficiently 
comprehenfive to ferve as their Guide, in the Controul of 
the Bills which are offered to them for Payment, in all the 
Cafes which may occur. 

The Offices themfelves, as well as the Public, feem to be 
much indebted to the Integrity and fcrupulous Accuracy of 
the Perfons who have fucceflively acted as private Agents to 
the Meflengers, (and who have continued to make out thole 
Bills according to ancient eflablilhed Prices, furnilhing there- 
by Models and Standards of Controul for the Offices) that 
much Abufe has not crept in on the Demolition of the 
ancient Syftem of Controul which obtained under the Clerk 
of the Cheque and the Treafurer of the Great Chamber, 
before Time has been given to perfect and complete the new 
Syftem. The Subject however appears to Your Committee 
to require fome further official Inveftigation and Regulation. 
Perhaps, if all Agents and Captains of Packets, and all Foreign 
Minifters, to whom in the Progrefs of their Journies a Mei- 
fenger fhould be particularly directed, were instructed to 
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furnifh him with a Certificate on the fame Sheet of Paper of 
the Time of Arrival and Departure, it might affifl the 
general Object of Controul ; and to aid a general Regulation 
upon the Subject, all the King's Minifters Abroad might be 
called upon to furnifh the Foreign -Office with the actual 
Rates and ufual Modes of travelling in the feveral Countries 
in which they refide. But in making any luch general Regu- 
lation, it would be neceffary always to keep in View, that as 
the Truft which is repofed in them is confiderable, and the 
Duty which they execute is important, the Payment fiiould 
be liberal. 

Your Committee cannot quit this Subject without ob- 
ferving, with Regret, that the Situation of Public Affairs 
has prevented the Regulation laid down by the Secretaries of 
State for the Quarterly Payment of thefe Officers from being 
carried into Effect. Before the Abolition of the Office of 
the Treafurerof the Great Chamber, it is ftated, that they 
were regularly paid every Fortnight. From the Nature of 
the Charge and their Situation in Life, it is highly expedient 
that Steps fliould be taken to prevent their being expofed to 
the Inconveniences which refult from long Arrears, and for 
which the Public muff, and ought always to expect finally to 
pay. No Circumftance contributes more efientially to Eafe 
of Service, CEconomy of Expenditure, and Efficacy of 
Controul, than the prompt, regular, and frequent Payment 
of juft Demands. 

July 19th, 1797. 
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A REPORT from His Mdjefty's Principal Secretaries of State, to 
a Committee of the Lords of His Majefty's Moll Honourable 
Privy Council, concerning the Regulations propofed by the 
Commiffioners of Enquiry for the better Conducing and Ma- 
naging the Bufinefs tranfacted in their Offices ; with the Opi- 
nion of the Committee upon the faid Report, and its Adoption 
by His Majefly in Council, Feb. 27, 1795. 

" My Lord, Whitehall, 23d February 1795. 

" IT having been referred, by Order of a Committee of the 
Lords of His Majefty's Mod Honourable Privy Council, to Lord 
Grenville and Mr. Dundas, then His Majefty's Two Principal Se- 
cretaries of State, * To confider of the Regulations propofed, and all 

* Matters contained in the Report to His Majefty in Council of the 

* Commiffioners appointed by an Aft of the 25th Year of His Ma- 

* jefty's Reign, intituled, An Aft for appointing Commiffioners to 
' inquire into the Fees, Gratuities, Perquifites, and Emoluments which 
4 are or have been lately received in the feveral Public Offices 
4 therein mentioned ; to examine into any Abufes which may exift 
' in the fame, and to report fuch Observations as (hall occur to 
' them, for the better condufting and managing the Bufinefs tranf- 

* acted in the faid Offices; upon the Offices of His Majefty's Two 

* Secretaries of State, and report what Parts of the propofed Regu- 

* lations we may approve, as fit to be adopted and carried into Exe- 
' cution ; and if there fhould be any of the propofed Regulations 
' to which we may objeft, to ftate our Objeftions, and the Grounds 

* thereof.' And His Majefty having fince been pleafed to make a 
new Divifion of the Bufinefs of the State Office, and to conftitute 
Three Secretaries of State, we have now the Honour to make to 
Your Lordlhip our Report on the faid Reference, in Conformity 
to the Principles which had been adopted as the Ground of fuch 
Report, previous to the faid Divifion. 

" lft. With regard to the Under Secretaries of State, and their 
Situation : 

" We are of Opinion, that not lefs than Two efficient Under 
Secretaries in the Home Department, Two in the Foreign Depart- 
ment, and One in the War Department, exclufiveof a private con- 
fidential Secretary, are abfolutely neceffary for the Management of 
the Public Bufinefs; and as their particular Line of Duty may, if 
necefTary, eafily be difcriminated, we fee no Reafon for making that 
Sort of Diftinftion between the Under Secretaries which the Com- 
miffioners have propofed. 

" On the Change of a Principal Secretary of State, it has fre- 
quently, but not always, happened, that the Succefior has brought 
with him into Office One new Under Secretary, and has allowed 
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One-ef-the former Under Secretaries to remain : But it mull be 
obvious, that however advantageous it may fometimes be to continue 
jn Office a Perfon in Habits of Confidence, and acquainted with 
the Routine of the Public Bufinefs, Circumftances may occur which 
may render it advifeable to make a further Change : And, upon the 
Whole, we are decidedly of Opinion that the Situation of the Under 
Secretaries ought rather to remain on its prefent Footing (except 
with refpeft to the Mode of Payment) than any other; and that 
fixed Salaries fhould be given to each of them, according to fuch 
Amount as His Majeity fhall think proper to fix. 
,; 2dl)\ The Number and Situation of the Clerks : 

" Although it may lometiiues happen, that the Bufinefs of our 
refpeclive Offices does not afford conftant Employment for the 
Clerks now upon the Eflablifhment, it has frequently been lound 
that all their Services have been infufficient, and in many Inflances 
it has been found abfolutely neceffary to obtain additional Afliffance. 
In a State of fuch Uncertainty, we conlider it highly proper that 
Pei Tons in Habits of Confidence fhould be conftantly at Hand, and 
that Recourfe to occafional Aid fhould, as far as poffible, be avoided 
in the Execution of Bufinefs of fo delicate and confidential a Na- 
ture, as that which mull necefiarily be entiufled to them ; and 
we therefore are of Opinion, that the Number of Clerks borne 
upon the Elhiblifhment of the Two Offices, when the Report of the 
Commilhoucrs was made, may more properly be augmented than 
diininilhed. 

" YVe annex hereto a Scheme for the Arrangement of our refpec- 
tive Offices, and any Number of Clerks fhort of what is therein 
flated, or anv Allowance fhort of what we have therein propofed to 
be given them as a Compenfation for their Services, would, in our 
Opinion, be infufficient in the prefent Moment. At the Termina- 
tion ot War, it will of Courfe happen that fome Part of the Efta- 
blifhment, charged with the Execution of the Bufinefs of that parti- 
cular Department, will ceafe, and in the Home and Foreign Depart-, 
merits, Two Clerks lefs in each, might poffiblybe fufficient, and in 
that Cafe the Vacancies, as they arofe, might be left open till Cir- 
ciimflances ihouhl Begin require an Addition. 

" The Clerklhips in thefe Offices being held during Pleafure, any 
Breach ot Fidelity or Secrecy may immediately be puiwfhcd by Dif- 
miflion. This Check has, as far as we know, always been found to 
he lufficient to enfure a faithful and proper Difcharge of their 
Duty, and it appears to us to be difficult to prefcribe any Oath of 
Secrecy to Perfons in their Situation, which might not daily be 
broken by them in the mofl innocent ConverfationS. 

" None of the Clerks, excepting the Chief Clerk, have any 
Concern, by virtue of their Offices, with the Public Money, fo 
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that any pecuniary Security appears to us to be totally unneceC- 
fary. 

" 3<lly. The Reafoning of the Commiffioncrs on the Nature and 
Extent of the Dutv of the Chamber Keepers, does not appear to be 
well founded. The Attendance on the Cabinet Councils, which 
fas the Commilfioners obferve) have geneially been held at the 
Office of the Foreign Department, is not fuch as to require any 
Diftinftion between the Departments on that Account, But from 
the conilant and unremitting Attendance required of ihe Pcrfons in 
their Situation, the Services of Two Chamber Keepers in each Of- 
fice appear to us to be abfolutely neceffary. 

" We agree in Opinion with the Cominiffioners, that no Perfons 
in future fhall be allowed to receive Stipends out of the Salaries and 
Emoluments of the Chamber Keepers and Neceffary Women : nor 
does any Arrangement of that Sort at prefent exifl, as far as we 
know, excepting in the Inftancc of the Perfon holding the Office 
of Neceflary Woman in the Home Department, who has for fome 
Years paft been allowed to aft by Deputy ; and, on a due Confider- 
ation of her Situation, we think it would be proper to grant her a 
Compenfation oi£.20 per Annum, in lieu of her prefent Office. 

" 4thly. Some Arrangements were made by the Secretary at 
War, with the feveral Regimental Agents, in the Beginning of the 
Year 1787, which have almoft effeftually fecured the Payment of 
Fees upon Military Commiffions. Mr. Morfe, one of the Clerks 
in the War Office, has been entrufled with the Management of that 
Bufinefs, and has conducted it (hitherto without any Emolument) 
in fuch a Manner that very few Commiffions have fince been left 
in his Hands, and even fome of thole remaining are flill likely to 
be taken out. 

" For the Services heretofore rendered by Mr. Morfe previoufly 
to the Arrangement now propofed, he will, if neceffary, becompen- 
fated by us ; hut we are of Opinion, that it would be right thereafter 
to make him fome fixed Allowance for the Execution of that Duty, 
proportioned to the Extent of the Money collefted by him, fuch 
Allowance not to exceed Two and One Half per Cent, on the 
Grofs Amount, including the Stamp Duties. 

" ^thly. Salaries to the Secretaries of State : 

" We are fatisfied of the Propriety of allowing fixed Salaries, 
to the Secretaries of State, inftead of continuing the prefent Syf. 
tern. 

" With refpeft to the Extent of fuch Salary, we are difpofed to. 
believe that we lhall fland excufed to your Lordfhips for refraining 
to give any Opinion upon that Subject further than by making it 
our Requeft, that on Account of the increafed Amount of Fees * 
received fince the Commencement of the War, the Arrangement 
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of a fixed Salary (at whatever Rate His Majefty may be pleafed to 
fix it) may be confidered as having a Retrofpeft as with regard to 
our Situations. 

" 6thlv. The Office for Plantation Affairs : 

" Which exifted at the Time of the Report of the Commif- 
fioners, has for fome Years pafl been abolifhed, and fuch Parts of 
the Duties executed there as properly form a Part of the Bufinefs 
of the Home Department, are now performed in that Office, fo 
that any further Obfervations upon that Point appear now to be 
unneceffary. 

" 7thly. Contingent Expences : 
" We arc of Opinion, that the Chief Clerk of each Department 
fhould make up an Account of his Receipt and Expenditure Annu- 
ally ; and after laving the fame before the Principal Secretary of 
fuch Department for his Approbation, {hould make Oath to the 
faid Account, before a Baron of the Exchequer, within One Month 
alter the Expiration of every Ye3r. This is a Regulation, in our 
Opinion, extremely propei- ; and when fuch Accounts have been 
thus certified, they ought to be fent to the Treafury, for the In- 
formation of the Lords Commiffioncrs of that Board. 

" 8thly. Fees and Gratuities: 
" With regard to the general Oueftion of Fees and Gratuities ; 
thofe which are now received in our rcfpe&ive Offices are, as we 
conceive, in their Extent fo moderate, and have fo long been au- 
thorized by Order of Council, or by Cuftom, that we\ fee no 
Ground for their Abolition. We think, therefore, that they fhould 
be received as heretofore, and be applied towards defraying the Ex- 
pence of the Eftablifhments. But in cafe the Fees and Gratuities 
fhould, at the End of any Quarter, be found infufficient to defray 
the Whole of that Expence, then a Sum ihould be iffiied from the 
Treafury for the Purpofe of fupplying fuch Deficiency. If any 
unauthorized Fees or Gratuities fhould be taken in either of our 
refpe&ive Offices, or any Delay fhould take place in the Execution 
of the Public Bufmefs, on anv Pretence whatever, the Power of 
checking a Repetition of fuch Proceedings already exifls, and cer- 
tainly ought to be effeflually applied. 

" othly. Your Lordfhip will be pleafed to obferve, that in the 
Effimatc of the Salaries herein propofed to be given to the differ- 
ent Officers, we mean that fuch Salaries fhould be paid to them 
free of all Duties and Taxes whatever. 

" iothly. Abolition of Offices: 

" With regard to the Offices of Keeper of State Papers, Col- 
lector and Transmitter of State Papers, and Secretary of the Latin 
I a iouage, your Lordfhip will be pleafed to underftand, that fince 
the Report of the Commiffioncrs, the Firft of them has been made 
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an efficient and ufeFul Office ; but the Two latter certainly have 
not any Duties annexed to them of fuch a Nature as to require the 
Amount ot Salary refpeclively annexed to them. The Nomination 
to thefe Offices, however, with that of the Gazette Writer, affords 
almoft the only Means which the Secretaries of State have of re- 
warding Officers for Diligence and long Services ; and it is on this 
Footing that we are difpofed to recommend their Continuance. We 
think it proper to mention to your Lordfhip, that there is another 
Office, that «t Tranflatorof the German Language, to which a Sa- 
lary of £ .300 per Annum is annexed, which may, in our Opinion, 
be abolifhed, after the Demife of the Perfon now holding the fame. 

M The Regulation of the Gazette, inftead of being left to the 
Management of the Chief Clerks, whofe Time mull conftantly be 
occupied in attending to other Matters, ought rather, in our Opi- 
nion, to be entrufted to the Care of fome other Perfon ; and whilft 
the Salary of the Deputy continues, as in the prefent Cafe, to be 
paid by the Principal, we fee no Occafion for recommending any 
immediate Alteration with refpeft to that Appointment, unlefs it be 
that any Deputy fhall not in future be permitted to require any 
Fee or Gratuity for the Infertion of any Article in the Gazette, 
which could not regularly be demanded by the Principal : But in 
the Event, of the Demife of the prefent Gazette Writer, we think 
it right that his Succeffor fhould be required to execute the Duties 
thereof in Perfon. All the Fees of the Gazette fhould, as the Com- 
miffioners propofe, form a Part of the General Fund. 

" nthly. It the Offices of the Two Secretaries of State, and the 
Paper Office (which contains all their Records not immediately in 
ufe) were under the fame Roof, or adjoining to each other, it would, 
on many Accounts, be very defireable. Its Separation from the 
Offices, though its Situation at this Moment is not diftant, has in a 
Variety of Inftances been found extremely inconvenient, particu- 
larly at Hours when the Officers belonging to the Paper Office 
have not been in Attendance, and clearly points out the Propriety, 
and even Neceffity, that fome Perfon belonging to that Depart- 
ment, fhould have Apartments in the Building wherein fuch Re- 
cords may be depofited, to be conftantly at Hand. 

" I2thly. The Salaries propofed to be allotted to the different Of- 
ficers in the Scheme hereunto annexed, are calculated to compen- 
fate to them for the Execution of the ordinary Duties of their refpec- 
tjve Offices, and we think it would be hard that any fixed Rule 
fhould be laid down for preventing meritorious Officers trom bajng 
rewarded by any other Places that may not interfere with their official 
Attendance, by which a Means might be afforded to them of acquir- 
ing fome Provifion for their Families. Many of the Perfons now 
employed fall under that Defcription ; and wc leave it to your 
Vol. II. Y LorBUrip 



1 62 Supplement (A.) Continued. 



Lordfhip to determine, whether fuch Officers, after devoting their 
Time and Attention to the Public Service, ought to be precluded 
from the Hope of having it ever in their Power to afford to their 
Families that Provifion which Perfons in different Situations may, 
by Labour and Induflry, acquire. 

" When an Officer, either from Age or Infirmities, is obliged to 
retire, we agree with the Commiffioners in Opinion, that a decent 
Provifion ought to be afforded him, and we do not fee that any 
Objection can arife to its being paid out of the General Fund. . But 
with refpeft to the Extent of fuch Provifion, we think it ought to 
be decided on a Confideration ot the Merit and Services ot fuch 
Officer, and not by any fixed Rule. 

" i3thly. Both Home and Foreign Departments are at prefent 
fupplied with Stationary, according to a Patent granted to 
in the Year and we have Reafon to fuppofe under very 

advantageous Terms to the Patentee. When that Patent expires, 
which will happen in the Year 1796, the Plan which the Commif- 
fioners allude to in their Report, or any other which may then 
appear to be more beneficial to the Public, ought to be adopted. 

" The Practice of applying the Salary of one of the Under Secre- 
taries of State to the Ule of the other, in cafe of a Vacancy in the 
Department, appears to us to be improper, and on any future Oeca- 
fions, fimilar to thofe alluded to in the Report of the Commiffion- 
ers, we agree with them in Opinion, that the Salary of the vacant 
Under Secretary (hould become a Saving to the Fund of the Office. 

" i,4thly. On the Subject of Penfions given to Perfons on Re- 
tirement, we think that the Principle recommended by the Com- 
miffioners to be eflablifhed, is generally right; and that fuch Pen- 
fions, on the Return of the Perfons into Office to whom they may 
have been granted, ought to become a Saving to the Public fo long 
as fuch Perfons may continue m Office : but, at the fame Time, we 
are ot Opinion, that Cafes may fomctimes happen /"though perhaps 
feldom) when a Uriel Adherence to the Regulation may be found 
inconvenient, and that it will not be advifeablc to eftablifh it as a 
fixed Principle-. 

i,5thlv. There does not appear to us to be any fubftant.ial Ob- 
jection to the permitting the Clerks in our refpective Departments 
to ail as Agents to Foreign Miniflers or Confuls, when their Atten- 
tion to that Bufinefs may not be found to interfere with their offi- 
cial Avocations. The Duty of thefe Agencies confifts merely in 
the Receipt of the Salaries and Contingencies allowed to fuch Mini- 
ttets and Confuls, and in applying the fame to their Ufc ; and as all 
Bills tor Contingencies mufl neceflarily undergo the immediate 
Iiilpectiun and Approbation of the Secretaries of State, before any 
Charge on that Account can be admitted, wc do not fee that any 
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Impofition on the Public can follow from the prcfent Mode of exe- 
cuting Agencies of this Sort, which might not take place, were they 
to be executed by any Perfon totally unconnected with the refpec- 
tive Offices. 

" We entirely agree with the Commiffioners, that no Perfons in 
either of our refpeftive Offices ought in future to be allowed to 
purchafe Articles for Government upon Commiffion, and any Pro- 
ceeding of that Sort will hereafter be difcountenanced by us. 

" With regard to the MefTengers employed in our refpedlive 
Offices : 

" We are decidedly of Opinion, that fome Arrangements are 
neceffarily to be made with refpe£t to that Eflablifhment. The 
Sixteen MefTengers, who in the Year 1772 were let apart for the 
Purpofe of performing Foreign Journies, and were left to the No- 
mination of the Secretaries oi State, are inefficient for the Execu- 
tion of the Duties of the Three Departments, and Recourfe there- 
fore is conftantly had to the icmaining Eighteen, appointed by the 
Lord Chamberlain, for the Performance chiefly of Home Journies. 
Thefe People are frequently entrulted with Matters of the greater!. 
Importance ; and it cannot but be obvious, that the Secretaries ot 
State, who mufl unavoidably repofe that Confidence in them, ought 
in fome Degree to be acquainted, not only with their Characters, 
but their Ability to execute that Duty. Upon the beft Calculation 
that can at prefent be formed, we think that lefs than Thirty effec- 
tive Melfengers for the Three Offices (each Meffengcr taking his 
regular Routine of Aucndance_iiearly on the fame Footing as at 
prefent) would be unequal to that Service. Thefe Men ought, in 
our Opinion, to be placed precifely on the fame Footing, and to 
wait at the different Offices alternately. In Point of Salary, they 
are all exactly the fame, though their Allowances are materially 
different, which may be feeii by referring to the inclofed Paper; 
in which we have alfo Hated the Salary and Allowances which 
ought, in our Opinion, in future to be made to thefe People, in 
Confideration of their Services. Some of the prefent Melfengers, 
from Age and Infirmity, are incapable of fulfilling their Duty, and 
ought now to have a comfortable Provifion allotted to them tor 
their future Subfi Hence. In order to re-place them, and to complete 
the Number to Thirty, as before propofed, we recommend that a 
fufficient Number fhould be taken from the Department of the 
Lord Chamberlain, and be placed entirely under our Direction ; 
and we are of Opinion, that fome Mode fhould be adopted, by which 
a conftant Fund may be eftablilhed for the Purpofe of providing 
for fuch of the above MefTengers as may become, from Age, 1 11- 
firmity, or Accident, incapable of difcharging the laborious Duties 
of their Employment; and for the Widows and Children of 
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fuch as may happen to lofe their Lives in the Difcharge of their 
Duty. 

" The Commiffioners, in their Report relative to the Fxamina- 
tion of the Bills of the MefTengers employed at the Office of the 
Home Department, do not appear to have underftood that all fuch 
Bills have conftantly undergone a regular Examination by One of 
the Under Secretaries, who, from his Situation and Acquaintance 
with the Nature of the Service performed, is certainly more com- 
petent to judge ot the Propriety of any Charges brought forward 
by the MefTengers, than anv other Perfon whatever. 

" As the MefTengers form a Part of the Eftablifhmenf of the 
Offices, we Tee no Objection to their being paid out of the General 
Funds, in the Tame Manner as every other Part of the Eftablifh- 
ment ; and that their Bills for their Services, fubjefted to the ln- 
Tpe6rion and Check of the Under Secretaries, and ultimately to the 
Approbation of the Secretary of Stcie, mould be paid Quarterly by 
the Chief Clerk in each Department refpeftively, without any De- 
duction whatsoever, out of Monies to be impiefled to him from 
Time to Time for thatPurpofe, or out of the faid General Fund. — 

f 

" We have the Honour to be, &c. Sac." 

' The Lords of the Committee, having fully confidered the faid 
Report of Your Majefty's faid Principal Secretaries of State, are of 
Opinion, that it may be advifeable for Your Majefty to confirm 
fuch of the Regulations refpecling the faid Offices propofed by the 
Commiffioners appointed by the before-mentioned Act, paffed in 
the 2,5th Year of Your Majefty's Reign, as appear to be approved 
of by the faid Report of Your Majefty's faid Principal Secretaries 
of State ; and likewife the further Regulations, and the Scheme for 
the Arrangement of their refpe&ive Offices (Copies whereof are 
hereunto annexed propofed by Your Majefty's faid Principal Secre- 
taries of State) and to direfi the fame to be adopted and carried into 
Execution, except To far as relates to the Proportion fuggefted by 
the Report of the faid Commiffioners, and concurred in by Your 
Majelly's faid Principal Secretaries of State, in the Cafe of a Vacancy 
of one of the Under Secretaries of State ; upon which Point the 
Lords of the Committee will take Leave to offer their Opinion in 
the proper Place. 

' And the Lords of the Committee do agree further to report as 
their Opinion to Your Majcftv, that with refpeft to the Salaries of 
the Principal Secretaries of State, fuch Salaries fhould be £ .6,000 
per Annum, clear of all Dtdudtions, and in lieu of all former Sala- 
ries and Fees; and that this Arrangement fhould be confidered as 
taking EfFefl from the 12th of January 1792, with regard to the , 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville, and the Right Honourable 
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Henry Dundas ; and with regard to His Grace the Duke of Port- 
Ian. 1, from the Date of His Grace's Appointment to be One of 
Your Majefly's Principal Secretaries of State. 

' That the Salaries of the Under Secretaries of State fhould he 
£.\,s°° P er Annum, clear of all Deductions, in lieu of all formei 
Salaries and Fees, to commence from the 5th of January I79 1 ?. 

' And that in the Cafe of a Vacancy of One of the faid Under 
Secretaries of State, the Salary of fuch vacant Under Secretary 
Ihould not become a Saving to the Fund of the Office (as propofed 
bv the Commiffioners, and concurred in by Your Majefty's Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State); but that, in Confideration of the addi- 
tional Load of Bufinefs, which during the Vacancy of One of the 
Offices of Under Secretary of State, muff neceflarily fall on the re- 
maining Under Secretary, their Lord (hips are of Opinion, that a Power 
fh'ould be referved to the Secretaries of State, in their refpeft ive De- 
partments, to grant jn fuch Cafe an additional Salary to the remain- 
ing Under Secretary, not exceeding One Third of the full Salary. 

' Their Lordfhips are further of Opinion, that the Office of Ger- 
man Tranflator fhould not continue as a finecure Office, after the 
Death of N^fe prefent Pofleflbr ; but they think the Secretary of State 
for the Fore ; gn Department fhould- have a Power to appoint a 
Tranflator of Papers, written in Foreign Languages, whenever he 
fhall judge it expedient, with fuch Salary as he may think proper. 

1 The Lords of the Committee concur alfo in Opinion with Your 
Majefty's Principal Secretaries of State, that it would be hard that 
anv fixed Rule fhould be laid down for preventing meritorious Of- 
ficers in their Departments refpeftively from being rewarded by any 
other Places, which may not interfere with their official Attendance, 
as by fuch an Addition a Means may be afforded to them of acquir- 
ing fome Provifion for their Families; and do agree to report to 
Your Majefty, that they fee no Reafon to preclude fuch meritorious 
Officers from holding other Places which may not interfere with 
their official Attendance, and which may be conferred on fuch Of- 
ficers as a Reward for their Conducl and Service.' 

HIS MAJESTY, taking the faid Report into Confideration, 
was pleafed, with the Advice of His Privy Council, to confirm fuch 
of the Regulations refpecl ing the Offices of His Majefty's Principal 
Secretaries of State, propofed by the Commiflioners appointed by 
the faid A£t paffed in the 25th Year of His Majefty's Reign, as ap- 
pear to be approved of by His Majefty's faid Principal Secretaries 
of State. And His Majefty is likewife pleafed, with the Advice 
aforefaid, to approve and confirm the further Regulations propofed 
hy His Majefty's faid Principal Secretaries of State, with the Ex* 
ceptions above ftated in the faid Report of the Lords of the Com- 
mittee of Privy Council, and to order, as it is hereby ordered, That 
the fame be adopted and carried into Execution. 
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An Account of the Yearly Produ&s of the Fees and Gratu- 
ities received in the different Offices of Secretary of State for 
the Home and Foreign Departments. 



HOME DEPARTMENT. 

£. s. d. 

In the Year 1792 . - 8,227 3 8 

- *793 " - 1 7-4 22 14 — 

- *794 - " 28,582 12 7! 
- - - 1795 - - 28,379 6 4 

From January to Michaelmas 1796 - - 29,579 13 11 



112,191 10 6{ 

There have alfo been received in this Office, 
Fees, as ufually received at the late Office 
of Trade and Plantations, not yet appropri- 
ated by the Lords of the Treafury 



584 6 6 



FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 

£. s. d. 

In the Year 1792 - - 845 15 2 

In the Year 1793 - - 1,648 18 6 

In the Year 1794 - - 1,227 *3 8 

In the Year 1795 - - 1,123 3 8 

To Michaelmas 1796 - - 461 3 — 



MEMO- 
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MEMORANDUM, in Explanation of the Contingent Account in 
the Secretary of State's Office for the Home Department, in the 
Year 1795. 

£• f: «• 

To paid to Four Perfons from the Public Office in 

Bow-ftreet for Attendance at the Royal Palaces 675 13 — 

To Salaries to reduced Clerks, and Allowance to 

the Widow of a Clerk - - - 1,201 16 li 

To Salary to a Private Secretary, from the 8th June 

1791, to 31ft December 1793 ... 769 6 3! 
To a Salary to the Librarian, from the 13th Oftober 

1792, to 10th July 1794 - 348 15 4 

To Ditto, lor the Year 1795 - 200 

To Bills tor Porterage - - - - 301 12 2 

To a Perfon employed in tranflating the Plantation 

Laws into French - - - - - 5° 

To a Salary to the Arabic Interpreter - - &o — — 

To paid Edward Raven as an Extra Clerk, and for 

keeping a Regifler of the Felons in Newgate - 1,50 

To the Law Clerk, Salary from ill July 1794, to 

5th January 1795 - - - 154 3 4 

To the Precis Writer Salary, from 29th September 

1794, to 5th January 1795 - - 83 6 8 

To paid Leonard Morfe, Efq. an Allowance of z\ 

per Cent, on ^.2,196. 8-f. paid by him for 

Stamps to Military Commiffions to Chriftmas 

1794 , . - , 54 18 3 
To paid the Cabinet Maker's Bill - - 60 13 6 
To paid the Joiner's Bill - - 24 15 o 
To paid the Smith's Bill =■ * - 32 



^.4,186 19 

The remaining Charges in this Account are for 
Taxes, LxprefTes, and various fmall Pay- 
ments - - - - 134 1 7 



Total - ^.4,321 17 



EXPLA- 
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EXPLANATION of the Contingent Account for the Foreign 
Department, in the Year 1793. 

Couriers fent by His Majefly's Minifters Abroad, 
to this and Foreign Courts; Travelling Ex- 
pences, and fundrv Difburfements allowed to £. s. d. 
Minifters, and other Perfons employed on 
His Majefty's Service .... 5,385 11 4 
Extra Meffengers attending the Office, when the 
eftablifhed Meffengers were employed on Fo- 
reign Service - - - - 819 15 10 

Allowance to Clerks retired from Office - 1 >°75 

Rent and Taxes of the Office - - 657 12 2 

Interpreter to the Turkilh AmbafTador - 200 — — 

New Cyphers ... - 150 — . — 

Writing and fending Notices of Parliamentary 

Bufinefs ... - 100 — 

Tranflating Papers .... 2 c6 4 6 

Bilis of Porterage .... 222 1 

Tradefmen's Bills .... ^ ji 

Chriftmas Boxes, Expreffes, and fundry Small 

Payments - - - - 758 13 3 

9,919 12 2\ 



Supplement (F.) 

An ACCOUNT of the Total Amount of the BILLS delivered in 
by the Meffengers attending the Office of His Majefty's Prin- 
cipal Secretary of State for the Home D partment, for each of 
the Three Years preceding the 5th of January 1797, diftin- 
guifhing the Bills for Home Service and thofe for Foreign. 

Total Amount of Bills delivered in £. j. j m 

For the Year 1794 - 9,322 18 9 

For the Year 1795 . 7,322 2 1 

For the Year 1796 , 5,533 12 11 

/\ 22,178 J3 9 

N.B. The Bills for the Year 1794 were confidcrably increafed 
by the Expences incurred in apprehending and maintaining a Num- 
ber of Perfons charged with treafonable Practices. 

An 
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An ACCOUNT of fuch Arrangements as have been made to ren- 
der the Office of Keeper of State Papers an efficient and ufeful 
Office, as Ihited in the Report of the Secretaries of State of the 
23d Feb. 1795. 

SIR, State Paper Office, Whitehall, June 9, 1797. 

IN obedience to the Order of the Committee of the Honourable 
Houfe of Commons, dated the 2d Inffant, and communicated to me 
in Your Letter of the 6th InRant, " That there be laid before the 
" Committee, an Account of fuch Arrangements as have been 
** made, to render the Office of Keeper of State Papers an efficient 
" and life ul Office, as fLted in the Report of the Secretaries of 
" Sta'e of the 23d February 179,5." 

I beg leave to report, that the follow ing Arrangement has been 
made for rendering the Office of Keeper of State Papers efficient 
and ufeful, viz. 

The Keeper of State Papers has been required, on receiving 
Orders from His Majefly's Principal and Under Secretaries of 
State, to make Refeaiches in the Records for Precedents, and to 
examine from Documents the Circumftances, Domeflic and Fo- 
reign, which led to A£is or Deeds, fo found, and to dr?w up 
Reports on the fame for their Ufe ; that he has been further 
required to examine the Originals of Treaties with Foreign Powers, 
depofited in the State Paper Office; to compare the Correfpond- 
ence which preceded the Ratifications of them, and to make 
Reports on the fame, for their Ufe; that he lias been further re- 
quired to give Attendance at the Office, and that an Apartment, in 
confequence, has been fitted up tor his Accommodation, in difcharg- 
ing thefe Duties ; and that he executes thefe Duties himfclf, and 
receives no other Fees or Emoluments for the fame, than the 
Salary attached to his Office, by his Majefly's Patent, as flatcd in 
his Report of the 5th Inifant. 

1 have the Honour to be, Sir, 81c. 

John Bruce, Keeper of State Papers. 

An Account of what Increafe or Diminution has taken place, 
fince 1782, in the Number or the Amount of the Salaries, Fees, 
&c. in the State Paper Office, together with an Account of its 
prefent Eftablifhment. 

SIR, State Paper Office, Whitehall, June 5, 1797. 

In obedience to the Order of the Committee of Finance of the 
Honourable Houfe of Commons, dated 30th Ultimo, communicated 
to me, in your Letter of the iff Inffant, by Order of his Grace 
U>e Duke of Portland, requiring, " That there be laid before this 

" Committee 
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«* Committee an Account of what Increafe or Diminution has taken 
•* place, fince 1782, in the Number or the Amount of the Salaries, 
" Fees, and Emoluments, &c. in the State Paper Office, together 
" with an Account of its prefent Euablifhment, Salaries, and other 
41 Emoluments of the Perfons employed therein, and alfo an Ac- 
" count of all contingent or incidental Expences of the faid Office. 1 ' 
I beg Leave to report, that the Euablifhment of the Office cod- 
fifts ot a Keeper and Regifter of the Papers and Records concern- 
ing Matters of State and Council, &c. appointed by Patent under 
the Great Seal ; that this Office is held by tnyfelf, at a Salary of 
£.160 per Annum ; that the Taxes, Fees, and other Dedu&ions 
on it, amount to £. 27. 4J. leaving a Net Income of ,£".132. 16s. 
being the fame as in, 1782, without Increafe 01 Diminution ; that 
there are now employed in the State Paper Office Three Commif- 
fioners, viz. Thomas Aftle, Senior ; John Topham ; and Thomas 
Aftle, Efqrs. appointed by Gonftitution under the Royal Sign 
Manual in 1789, to methodize, regulate, and digeft the Papers and 
Records, and to caufe fuch of them as are in danger of beino- 
deftroyed to be bound and fecured, and to make e\uct Calendars 
and Indexes to all the faid Papers; that the faid Commiffioners 
inform him, the Amount of their Euablifhment, at prefent, is as 
follows : 

The Firft Commiffioner without a Salary 
The Two junior Commiffioners, at/'.2oo each 
Allowance for Clerks .... 
Ditto for Stationary Ware, Binding, &c. 
Ditto for Houfekeeper, Coals, &c. 

Total . f.650 

Increafe fince 1782. 

In Sal-aries to Commiffioners ... /^too 
Houfekeeper, Coals, &.c. - . - 50 f, 

IS« 

That the above Sums, paid to the Commiffioners, their Clerks, 
&c. are Net Salaries arid Allowances, all Taxes and Deductions 
thereon being repaid to them by the Treafury ; and that there are no 
Fees or Emoluments ii> the State Paper Office other than the 
Salaries above ftated. 

I have the Honour to be, Sir, ,&c.' 

John Bruce, ^ Keeper of State Papers. 



£.400 
100 
100 
5° 



An 
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An Account of the Salarv and other Emoluments of the Secre- 
tary of the Latin Language. 

STR, State Paper Office, Whitehall, June 23, 1797. 

IN obedience to the Order of the Committee of Finance of the 
Honourable Houfe of Commons, communicated to me in your 
Letter of the 19th Inftant, by Order of his Grace the Duke of 
Portland, requiring, " That there be laid before this Committee an 
" Account of the Salary and other Emoluments of the Secretary of 
'" the Latin Language, arifingas well from that Office as from any 
" other Employment under Government," I beg leave to report, 
that the Office ot Secretary of Latin Language is held by myfelf, 
by Patent under the Great Seal, at the Salary of £.280 per Annum ; 
that the Taxes, Fees, and other Deductions from it amount to ^.84, 
leaving a Net Income of £. 196 ; and that there are no Emoluments, 
other than 1 lie Salary above ftated; that I alfo hold the Office of 
Keeper of State Papers, as ftated in my Report of the 5th Inftant, 
at a Salary of £. 160 per Annum; that the Deductions from it 
amount to 27. 4^. leaving a Net Income of £.132, 16/. that 
there are no Emoluments, other than the Salary above ftated ; that 
the Two Offices together produce a Net Income of ^".328. l6s. 
that my Duty, as Secretary of Latin Language, is immediately con- 
nected with my Duties as Keeper of State Papers, fpecified in my 
Report of the 9th Inftant, and confifts in comparing fuch Acts of 
Government, or of Foreign Nations connected with it, as have 
been written in that Language, with the Tranflations of them, and 
in writing fuch Letteis, or other Orders of Government, as may 
be from Time to Time required to be expreffed in that Language ; 
and that I hold no other Employment under Government. 
I have the Honour to be, Sir, &c. 

John Bruce, Secretary of Latin Language. 

An Account of the Salarv or other Emoluments of the Tranf- 
lator of the German Language. 

S T R, Downing-flreet, June 12, 1797. 

In Anfwer to your Letter of the 3d Inftant, communicating the 
Order of the Select Committee of the Houfe of Commons on 
Finance, &c. for an Account of the Salary or other Emoluments 
of the Tranflator ot the German Language, arifing as well from 
that Office as fr^m any other Employment under Government, I 
am to inform yoU by Direction of Lord Grenville, that the Annual 
Allowance fonrierly made to the German Tranflator was £. 300 
per Annum. By his Majeftv's Order in Council of the 27th of 
February 1795, it was fettled that this Office mould be abolifhed 

after 
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after the Death of the prefent PofTeflbr, Mr.Frafer, but fubjeft to 
the Exceptions there dated. 

But from an Omiffion (as it is conceived) in the Eflablifhment of 
the Office of Foreign Secretary of State, as annexed to the faid 
Order in Council, the Salary of the German Tranflator lias ceafed 
to be paid to >Ir. Frafer fince the Year 1791. An application has 
very recently been made by him for the Payment of the Arrears, 
and of the Annual Allowance in future, and this Application will 
be fubmitted to His Majefty in Council lor His Majefly's Deter- 
mination thereupon 

With regard to the other Employments of Mr.Frafer*, I am to 
inform you, that he enjoys the Office of Gazette Writer, of which, 
as well as of any other Employments held by him, an Account has 
already been given in Returns to former Orders of the SelecT: Com- 
mittee. I am, Sir, &c. 

• Geo. Canning. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Office of Printer of the London Gazette ; 
clilUnguilhing the Authority by which that Office is holden ; 
the Duration of his Intereft therein ; the Date of his Appoint- 
merit ; his Salary, or other Emoluments arifing therefrom ; and 
alfo from any other Place or Employment, or Penfion under 
Government. 

Secretary of State's Office, Home Department. 
THE Office of Printer of the London Gazette is holden by Pa- 
tent. 

The Grant to the late Mr. Edward Johnflon is dated the e8th 
of November 1793, and is for 14 Years from the Expiration of a 
Grant to his Grandfather Mr. Edward Owen, for 40 Years from 
the 22d of April 17,56, confequently the Grant to Mr. Johnflon 
will expire the 22d ot April 1810. 

He has no Salary, nor is the Execution of the Office attended 
with any Charge to the Public; his Emoluments arifing from the 
Allowances (which all the former Patentees have enjoyed) of Six 
Pence out of each Quire of Gazettes fold, of the extra Price paid 
for the Infertion of Advertifemen.ts ot ui/lfual Length, and of One 
Guinea per Night for Publication. 

He has no other Place or Employment, or Penfion under Go- 
vernment. 

^ See the Cuftom-houfe Eftablifliments in the Supplement to the 4th Repott. 
Vol. II. A a EX AMI- 
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EXAMINATION of John King, Efquire, Under Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, taken the 10th Day of July 
1797. 

THE Bufmefs of the Secretary of State's Office for the Home 
Department, confifts in receiving Intelligence, conducing Corref- 
pondence, and managing Tranfa&ions relative to the Executive 
Government of the Britifh Empire, with the Exception of the Eaft 
Indies ; preparing and ifluing Warrants for all Military Commif- 
fions, and for all Civil and Ecclefiauical Dignities and Appoint- 
ments under the Crown — thofe of the Revenue and Admiralty, and 
thofe in theDifpofal of the Lord Chancellor, excepted. 

The Duty of the Law Clerk is to prepare Drafts of Warrants 
iffuing from the Office, and of Letters of Reference to the Judges 
and His Majefty's Law Servants, on fuch Points of Law as the Se- 
cretary of State fhall require their Opinion upon for His Majefty's 
Information. 



EXAMINATION of William Pollock, Efquire, ChiefClerk 
in the Secretary of State's Office for the Home Department j 
taken the 12th Day of July 1797. 

Q. WHEN Mr. Dundas executed the Office of Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, and managed the Affairs of War at 
the lame Time, did it become necefTary to employ extra Clerks in 
the Office ?— A. Yes. 

0. Who were fo employed ? — A. Mr. Adams, from the 27th of 
September 1793, to the 10th or July '794; Mr. Johnfon, from 
the 16th of February 1793, to the 10th of July 1794; and were 
paid £$0 per Annum each. 

Mr. Hicks and Mr. Brietzche were alfo employed, but received 
no Salary. All the above Four Perions were on the 11th of July 
1794, placed on the Eablifhment, in the Room of Four others who 
were then fuperannuaicd. On the nth of July the War Depart- 
ment was eltablifhed. 

Mr. Peace, the Librarian, was employed from the ^thOftober 
^792, to the 10th of July 1794, at a Salary of/". 200 per Annum, 
and from the 12th of July 1794 he has been placed on the Eftablifh- 
ment. 

Mr. Raven was appointed as extra Clerk on the 3d of February 
1 793> at £-%° P cr Annum; and on the 23d of September 1793 he 
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was allowed £.jo per Annum for keeping a Criminal Regifter of the 
Felons in Newgate. And on the 28th of September 1795 he had 
added £.50 per Annum for the latter Service. Mr, Peace and Mr. 
Raven were chiefly employed in the Bufinefs of the Department 
during the extraordinary PrefTure of Bufinefs preceding the Efta- 
bli/hment of the War Department on the 10th of July 1794. 

Q. What is the Bufinefs of Mr. Raven as Regifter of Criminals ? 
i — A. To note each Commitment and Conviction, for the Purpofe 
of diftinguifhing between old and new Offenders ; to fhew the In- 
creafe or Decreafe of the feveral Defcriptions of Felons : to make 
Entry of all References to Judges upon Solicitation for Pardon, and 
likewife the Entry of all Pardons. This" Part of the Bufinefs has of 
late Years been very confiderably increafed, by the increafed and 
incieafing Practice of foliciting Mercy in the Cafesof Criminals. 

Q. Is Mr. Frafer the prefent Writer of the Gazette ? — A. Yes — j 
and Mr. Rollefton, a Clerk in the Foreign Office, is his Deputy.— 
The Secretary of the Latin Language is now upon the fame Footing 
as he was in 1782, without any Increafe or Diminution. 

Q. Was the Law Clerk paid out of the Civil Lift ? — A. Yes; 
the Office was held by Mr. Lovell Stanhope till 1774, when he 
came into Parliament. 

0. Have you Reafon to think that the Sums ftated by the Com- 
miilioners ot Enquiry for the Fees and Taxes upon the Salaries 
received in the Two Offices of Secretaries of State in 1784, are 
fimilar to thofe which muft have been paid in 1782, if the Accounts 
for that Period were in exiftence? — A. Yes. 

O. The Meffengers being ftated in the Commiffioners Report to 
have had a Salary of £ -AS- 8 J - per Annum, reduced by Deductions 
to £-2>5- % s - °* wnat did thofe Deductions confift? — A. Of One 
Shilling in the Pound to the Paymafter, Six Pence in the Pound to 
the Civil Lift, and the reft Land Tax and Gratuities to the Office, 
The Bills of the Meffengers, as now paid and ftated to the Commit- 
tee, include their Salaries and Board Wages. 

Q. Is there any Official Document in the Office by which the 
Meffengers Bills may be checked ?—A. I am in Pofleflion of the 
Entry of a Letter, figned by the Duke of Portland, in 1794, to the 
Lord Chamberlain, by whom the Meffengers were then paid; by 
which Authority was given to the Chamberlain to pay fuch of the 
Meffengers who were employed by the Secretary of State's Office 
at the Rate of u. 3^. per Mile on Horfeback, is. bcl. per Ditto in 
aChaife; 2s. each Stage; zs.6d. for 100 Miles on Horfeback ; 
and 5 s. for 100 Miles in a Chaife, for Turnpikes. Thefe Prices 
' are derived from Informations of Mr. Ancell, who acted for many 
Years as private Agent to the Meffengers. None of the prefent 
Meffengers Bills (fine? the 5th of July 1795) are examined or 
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checked by tlie Clerk of the Cheque, but all by the Firft Clerk in 
the different Offices by which they are employed. 

0- Have any Fees or Taxes been demanded or paid on the Sala- 
ries of the prcfent EftaMifl.ment ? — A. No Fees on the Receipt of 
Salaries, the Whole being defrayed out of the Fee Fund ; but the 
Firft Quarter of the Lam! Tax, from the 5th of January to the 5th 
of April 1793, has been demanded and paid at the old Rate of the 
Salary of the Secretary of State for the Home Department, and 
charged on the contingent Fund of 1797. The prelent Patent for 
furnifhing the Office wi h Stationary expires on ti e 26th of the 
piefent Month, and the Lords of tie Troafury have notified, that 
the Office is to be fuppliid from thai Time by His Majefty's Sta- 
tionary Office. 

Of What Mians has Mr. Mo r s of engaging Military Officers to 
take up their CVmmiffions, and pay their Fees ? — A. Merely by his 
'perfonal Acquaintance and Influence with the Military Agents. 

Q. What is the Duty of the Precis Writer, and when was he firft 
eftablifhed ? — A. On the 8th of June 179 1 ; his Duty is to abridge 
the offi. ial Correfpondence of Importance, for the purpofe of faci- 
litating References thereto, on the temporary Removal of the Dif- 
patches themfelves from the Office, or of avoiding the Trouble of 
confulting the Whole of a voluminous Correfpondence. 

Q. Is the Fee Fund made amenable to the Payment of the Contin- 
gencies of the Office as well as the Salaries? — .7. Of the Salaries 
only. 

6. Is any One of the Thirty Mcffcngers. attached to the Secre- 
tary of State's Office, employed conilantlv by the Firft Lord of the 
Treafuiy ? — A. Yes, William Rofs ; his Bills are certified bv the 
private Secretary of the Firft Lord of thcTrcafurv; fuch Certificates 
are lodged with Mr. Ancell, now private Agent to the Meffengers, 
and he certifies at the Foot of the Bill that he has them in Pofieflion, 
and upon Inch Certificates the Bills are paid by nie. 

Q. Can the Contingent Bills, and thofe of the Meffengers and 
Staiionaiy, be afcertained in the Two Offices of Secretaries of 
State for 1782 ? — A. They cannot : 1 came in'o my prefent Office 
on the iff of June 1782, and no Accounts of my Prcdcceftbis exift 
in the Office, and I underiland that no fuch Accounts of that Pe 
riod, exift in the Foreign Office, from a fimilar Change of Officer, 

Q. U\> to what Time are the Mcffcngers Bills delivered in ? — 
A. Tlic 5th of January 1707. 
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REPORT concerning His Maj est-v'^ Messengers. 

THE whole Corps of Mcffengers were, prior to the ^th of July 
•1795, fubject in molt Refpefts to the Controul of the Clerk of the 
Cheque ; only One Inflance, namely, the Horr.e Service of the Six- 
teen attending the Foreign Department, was excluded from his In- 
fpe£i : on, as fettled by an Order or Regulation in May 1772. From 
and after the 51I1 of July 1795, every Minutiae of that Bufincfs has 
-been entrufted with Mr. Ancell, fubjedl to the Examination of the 
Undersecretaries and Firlt Clerk in each Department, who infpeQ: 
and fubmit the Bills for the Signature of the Principal Secretaries 
of State, and being allowed and figned by them, are afterwards paid 
by the Firft Clerk in each Department. 

Each Meffenger, at the Expiration of every Quarter, delivers to 
Mr. Ancell his Minutes of Service performed by him in fuch Quar- 
ter at each Department. The Home Service is examined by a 
Check which is kept in each Department in a Glafs Cafe locked 
up. Thefe Checks, at the Beginning of every Fortnight, are placed 
there by Mr. Ancell, and at the End of fuch Fortnight withdrawn 
by him, and laid by till the End of the Quarter, when he confronts 
them with the Meffengers private Minutes, and when there appears 
any Variation, he refers to the Office Book for Explanation, which 
Book operates as a Second Check againft their own Accounts. In 
the Cafe of Polling Journies, a Meffenger having a Cliaife and 
Four Horfes has a particular Voucher, figned by the Under Secre- 
tary of State, and in his Abfence by the Chief Clerk of that De- 
partment from which he was difpatched; and any extra or incu 
dental Expences Mr. Ancell alfo requires a fpecific Voucher for, 
before it is allowed in the Bill. 

The Rates of Polling allowed for Home Service, from the iff of 
January 1794, have been fettled at is. o>d. per Mile on Horfeback, 
and is. 6d. in a Chaife. The eftablifhed Journies (which are fuch 
as do not exceed the Diflance of 30 Miles in all from London) have 
been handed down to Mr. Ancell at Sums which feem to have been 
calculated at about c,d. per Mile, though very irregularly fo, and at 
bed not formed according to any certain Syffem, and which are 
undoubtedly open to a better Regulation. When a Meffenger is 
kept all Night at any Place, he is allowed, if on Horfeback, ys.'6d. 
if in a Chaife, 12 s 6d. The eftablifhed Journies here alluded to 
'have experienced little Variation within thefe lalt Fifty Years. 

In relpeft to the Bills of Foreign Service, they being upon a much 
more extcnfive Scale, Mr. Ancell is particularly cautious as to the 
Formation of them. On a Meffenger being difpatched, his Board 
Wages of j.\.6d. per Day ceafes until his Return, when Mr. Ancell 
jequires of him an exact Defcription of the Route by which he 
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went, and a fpecific' Voucher from the Minifter at the Court to 
which he was fent. If the Route is direct, Mr. Ancell prcfumes 
there is no Room for Inquiry ; if an indirect One, he naturally 
demands the Reafon why, and reforts tor Explanation to the Office 
from which the Difpatch took place. If any extra Expences occur, 
incident to the Journey, the Under Secretary of State is folicited 
for a Voucher of Allowance; for no extra Expence is allowed, 
(except a few Shillings, which may unavoidably occur in the Courfe 
of a Journey, and which is not of that importance to require a fe- 
parate Voucher, but yet does not efcape Obfervation) but what an 
Order is obtained frotn the Office for. 

The Kates of Porting for Foreign Service are, for Two Horfes 
t\ Guilders per League; for 1 hree Horfes 2 j Guilders; and tor 
Four Horfes (which very rarely occurs) 3 Guilders; 2.r. for every 
Stage of 10 Miles, and an Allowance of iot. for every Day's Poll- 
ing, Twenty Leagues being denominated One Day. The Allow- 
ance for Ports. Barriers, and croffing Rivers, tor Two Horfes, 
/\t. ioj. for every Hundred Leagues; and tor Three Horfes, 
£.1 xos. Palling Mountains- is allowed according to the Difficulty 
attending the Performance; but even in that Cafe, if above a 
flated Sum, a fpecific Voucher is required. Lofs of Money by 
Courfe of Exchange, which varies extremely, according to the Na- 
ture of the Seivicc, cannot be particularly fpecificd. 

During the Time a Meffenger is attending at a Foreign Court, 
he is allowed Five Shillings per Day. 

On the 5th of July 1795, an entire new Regulation took place, 
by His Majcfty's Order in Council, in the Corps of Meffengers;— 
their Number, by the Regulation of 1772, being Sixteen for the 
Foreign Department, and Twemv-four for the Home, were wholly 
confolidaled into Thirty, to wait in regular Succeffion, by equal 
Portions, at the Offices of the Three Secretaries of State. 

At the Commencement of every Fortnight, Mr. Ancell fees how 
many Meffengers are at Home, and then arranges them in Rota- 
tion, according to Seniority, dividing the Whole into Three, to 
attend the refpecfive Offices-, and draws out Three Bills, divided 
into equal Compartments, which are allotted for the Meffengers 
Names, Rides, Porting, and Foreign Journies, which may arife 
during the Courfe of the Fortnight. Each Meffenger on fuch 
Wait is allowed js.Gd per Day Board Wages, and takes his Port- 
ing and Foreign Journies in Rotation. 

Mr. Ancell, on the Deceafeof his Father in the Year 1795, (who 
held the Appointment of Agent to the Meffengers Forty-five YearsJ 
was appointed, with the unanimous Approbaiiou of the Secretaries 
oi State and their Officers, conjointly with the Meffengers, to have 
the Supcj intendancc and Arrangement of the whole Bulincli of that 
Corps. 

By 
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By a long Series of Observation; viz. from the Year 1771 to 
the Time of his Father's Death, a Period of Twentv-three Years, 
fie humbly prefumes to hope he has been gradually introduced to a 
Bufinefs which requires, and fhould have, regular Theory, as a 
leading Step to regular Praclice. 

Refpefting the irregular Mode of Payment of Meffc-ngers Bills, 
fince the new Arrangement of July 1795, Mr. Ancell begs Leave 
to refer the Select Committee for Information on this, and other 
Subjefts of Minutiae, to Mr. William Rofs, one of the MefTengers, 
who is well qualified to anfwer fuch Points not necelfarily con- 
nected with that general Routine of Practice already r cited. 

July 15, 1797'. 



Supplement (N.) 

"Examination of Thomas Bi dwell, Efq. Fiiff Clerk in the 
Secretary of State's Office for Foreign Affairs; taken the 15th 
Day of July, 1797. 

Q. WHAT is the Nature of the Accounts of Foreign Minifters 
which are regulated and allowed in the Foreign Office ? — A. They 
confift of their regular Salary, Bills of Extraordinaries, according 
to regular Quarterly Allowances, and fometimes a Bill of Extra 
Extraordinaries, which is never allowed but by his Majelty's fpecial 
Command, figned by the Secretary of State. 

0. What is the Duty of the Agent of fuch Foreign Minifter, fofar as 
refpects fuch Accounts ? — A. To receive his Salary and Allowance. 

Q. Has he any Thing to do with checking thofe Bills ? — A. Not 
in the lead. 

(?. Is there any other Perfort in the Office whofe Duty it is to 
check thofe Bills, except the Secretary of State himfclf ? A. The 
Under Secretaries may. 

0. When a Clerk is the Agent, who makes out the Bill for the 
Extra Extraordinaiies ? — A. Thofe Bills I believe are always fent 
from Abroad to the Secretary of State. Myfelf, as Agent to Sir 
Morton Eden, never recollecl an Inftance of anv fuch Bill having 
been fent to me in the firfl Inflance, but to the Secretary of State. 
There are feveral Perfons at prefent out of the Office who are 
Agents for Foreign Minifters. 

Q. In what Proportion do the Foreign Minifters employ, for 
their Agents, Clerks in the Office, or Perfons out of the Office ?— * 
A. For the moft Part Clerks in the Office. 

0. Do any Accounts of Foreign Minifters, with refpeft to their 
Extra Extraordinaries, come in the firft Inftance to the Clerk 
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who is their Agent ? — A. I can't anfwer that ; but I fhould think, 
in the firft Inftar.ce, to the Secretary of State himfelf. 

0. If the Agent to the Minifler not belonging to the Office, 
lo whom is" the Account of the Extra Extraordinaries delivered ? — 
A. I don't know ; but the common Extraordinaries are brought to 
me; they admit of no Variation ; I fee that they are regular, and 
I lay them before Lord GrenviHe. 

Q. In your Experience, have any Queftions arifen, whether 
Articles claimed for Extra Extraordinaries ought or ought not 
officially to be allowed? — /I. I do not know; it is not my De- 
partment; I never recollecl myfelf receiving One in the firft 
Inftance, ihey having gone to the Secretary of State firft. 

Q. Are any Searches ever made for Precedents refpefiing the 
Allowances claimed for Foreign Mini Iters ?— A. Sometimes a 
Conful applies for Money in confequence of Loffes fuftained : 
Two fuch Inftances have occurred upon the breaking out of the 
War with Spain, when they were fuddenly obliged to quit their 
Situations. 

0. Have anv other Inftances occurred ? — A. Very feldom. 

2. In fuch Cafes, who is employed to fearch for fneh Pre- 
cedents ? — A. Moftly ' the Chief Clerk, but fometimes other 
Clerks. 

0. Is there any Rule of Office, which excludes any Clerk, 
who is an Agent for any Minifler or Conful from making a Search 
refpefting fuch Allowances as he claims ? — A. He may certainly 
fee the Book. 

P. Does the Chief Clerk ever decline to employ any Clerk in 
making fuch a Search, becaufe fuch Clerk may happen to be Agent, 
to fuch Minifter or Conful, in refpeft of-whofe claim the Search 
is made ?— A. Not the leaf!. 

P. In fuch Cafe, who reports to the Secretary of State whether 
the Claim is conformable to the Precedent? — A. Very often the 
fame Clerk who makes the Search. 

p. When the Secretary of State receives a Claim for Extra 
Extraordinaries from any Foreign Minifter or Conful, to whom 
does he deliver or fend it ? — A. To his Under Secretary, and he 
generally to me. 

P. When you receive fuch Claim from the Under Secretary, 
what do you do with it? — A. Enter it in the Office Books. 

p. Do fuch Entries appear to have been made chiefly on Account 
of Inch Loffes as you have mentioned to have happened by the 
Spain (h War, or do they relate to any Variety of Extra Extra- 
ordinaries? — A. Such Loffes as I have mentioned do not relate to 
Extra Extraordinaries, nox are they confidered as fuch ; they are 
for Monies expended for His Majefty's fpecial Service, and no 
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fiich Claims by Confuls occur ; fome of them have Salaries and 
fome have none, but have no Quarterly Allowances, as in the 
Cafe of Foreign Miniffers. 

0. Have the Confuls any Agents in the Office ? — A. I am 
Agent for Mr. Hanbury, at Hamburgh. 

0. After thefe Claims for Extra Allowances are entered in the 
Office Books, what is next done ? — 4. They are fent to the 
Treafury. 

0. If any Doubts arife upon the Propriety of fuch Claims, are 
they tranfmitted to the Treafury without further Enquiry ?— 
A. Every Thing is decided upon by the Secretary of State before 
they are delivered to me for Entry. 

Q. After he has firft received fuch Claim from Abroad, does he 
never refer it to any Perfon in the Office for previous Examination 
before he himfelf delivers it over to be entered? — A. If the 
Secretary of State defires a Precedent to be looked for, the Under 
Secretaries employ me very often to look for it, and fometimes 
when I am bufy I employ my own Clerk to look for it. I very 
feldom employ any other Cleikin the Office. 

Q. Is your own Clerk ever employed as Agent to Foreign Mini- 
fters? — A. No; thofe Claims for Extra Extraordinaries are in 
general fo regularly made, that I don't recolleft any Inftance of a 
Oifallowance. I believe the Demand is generally made by a Letter 
from the Minifler Abroad to the Secretary of State, and if they 
have ever been difallowed, it has been fettled before it came to me. 

Q. Is no Clerk in the Office, who is employed as Agent to any 
Foieign Minifler, ever employed to fearch for Precedents refpecling 
the Propriety of a Claim made for Extra Allowances by fuch 
Minifler whofe Agent he is ? — A. I can't anfwer that Queftion. 

Q. In the Cafe of Extra Extraordinaries, they being generally 
of the Nature of Secret Service, might it not fometimes be attended 
with public Inconvenience if they were to pafs through the Hands 
of private Agents not confidentially employed in the Office ? — « 
A. If the Transition was to be made known to fuch private Agent 
I think it would ; but no fuch Cafe ever occurs, fuch Demands 
being made to the Secretary of State himfelf. 

0. Does not the Utility of a private Agent in the Office to 
Foreign Minifters as much regard their private Correfpondence as 
their pecuniary Demands ? — -A. Certainly. 

Q. Is Mr. Frafer the prefent Writer of the Gazette ? — A*. Yes, 
and Mr. Rolleflon is his Deputy. 

Q. Has any Alteration been made in the Emoluments of thofe 
Two Gentlemen fince 1782 ?— No. 

0. Is the German Tranflator on the fame Footing as in 1782 ?— 
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Q. Is the Collector and Tranfmitter of State Papers on the fame 
Footing as in 1782 ? — Yes. 

Q. Do the Bills of the MefTengers, as now paid, and flated to 
the Committee, include Board Wages ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Is there any Official Document in the Office for Foreign 
Affairs, by which the Firfr Clerk can check the Meffengers Bills ? — 
A. Certainly not, officially. 

Q. What Means have you of checking thofe Bills which are 
prefented to you ? — A. When a Meffenger goes Abroad, the 
Minifter to whom he is fent gives a Voucher of his having per- 
formed that Journey, and iikewife how many Horfes are allowed 
him Abroad, and that Voucher he brings back with him, which en- 
ables the private Agent for the MefTengers to make out the Bills, 
which are then prefented to me to be checked and paid. I know, 
from Pra&ice, what the eftablifhed Allowances are, and proceed 
accordingly in the Examination of the Bills. I received the Mi- 
nutes of thofe Allowances from Mr. Ancell, the late Agent to the 
Meflengers ; but it is a Point which appears to me to want much 
Regulation. 

0. Does any Inconvenience arife from the Attendance in 
Rotation ot the MefTengers upon the feveral Offices? — A. I think a 
great Inconvenience ; their Time is fo fhort, only being in Attend- 
ance a Fortnight before they change, that it would be neceffary for 
the Three Chief Clerks to have all their Bills together, in order to 
furnifh the proper check on them all. The continual Change of the 
MefTengers prevents our being well acquainted with the Chara&er 
or Abilities of the Perfons we are obliged to employ. 

Q. Is it ufual for Agents of Packets, or Foreign Minifters of any 
Defcription, through whofe Places of Refidence MefTengers may 
pafs to a more diflant Deftimition, to mark the Arrival and Departure 
of fuch MefTengers? — A. Formerly Agents of Packet Boats did 
notify the Arrival and Time of Departure of the MefTengers, but 
that has been omitted of late. The Minifters note the Time they 
bring the Difpatches. I believe it would be very ufeful if Foreign 
Minifters, refident Abroad, were required to furnifh the Office with 
the Rates of Poftage in the Country where they refide, to enable 
the Office to eftablilh a permanent Regulation, adapted to the Price 
of the different Countries. 

Q. Are any of the MelTengcrs Bills examined by the Clerk of the 
Cheque? — A. No. 

<?. Are the MefTengers now much in Arrear ?— A. Some have 
confiderable Sums due to them, and othejs have had confiderable 
Advances. None of them have been paid the full Amount of their 
Bills beyond 5 th January i 7g 6, but confiderable Advances have 
been made to them fince that Time, 
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ADMIRALTY BOARD, NAVY BOARD, NAVY 
PAY OFFICE, and MARINE PAY OFFICE. 



(Ordered to be printed igtb jfu/y, 1797.^ 

*y OUR Committee having proceeded to examine the 
■*• Offices under the Departments of the Admiralty Board, 
the Navy Board, the Navy Pay Office, and the Marine Pay 
Office, with a View to afcertain, ift. Whether any, and 
what permanent Syftem of Regulations has been adopted, in 
confequence of the Suggeftions of the Commiffioners of 
Enquiry on the Subject of thefe Branches of the Public Ser- 
vice ; 2dly. Whether any, and what Increafe or Diminution 
of Salaries and other Expences of Eftablilhment has taken 
place fince the Year 1782; and 3dly, What further Mea- 
sures can be adopted for reducing the Public Expenditure in 
thefe Departments, without Detriment to the Public Service ; 
are enabled to report ; 

§. 1. 1. That it does not appear that any Syftem of 
Regulations has taken place in confequence of the Suggeftions 
of the Commiffioners of Enquiry, by Order of Council or 
otherwife, as far as refpects the Departments of the Admi- 
ralty Board and Marine Pay Office, or that any Reports upon 
them, with that View, have hitherto been made by the Board 
of Admiralty to the Privy Council, although the Order of 
Reference to them for that Purpofe bears Date fo long ago 
as January the 12th, 1792 ; a Circumftance, of which the 
following Explanation is given in a Letter from the Secretary 
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of the Admiralty to Your Committee*, dated June the 29th, 
1797, which ftates, " That their Lordfhips conceived the 
" Eftablifhment propofed by the Commiffioners, to be inad- 
" ^uatfc to the Execution of the Duties of that important 
" and extenlive Department ; and that the Salaries propofed 
" to be allowed to the Secretaries and Clerks were by no 
" means fufficient to compenfate them for their conftant and 
" laborious Services." 

How far this may be deemed a fatisfactory Explanation, 
Your Committee fubmit to the Judgment of the Houfe. 

2. With refpect to the Navy Board, however, it appears, 
that in confequence of a Report from the Board of Admiralty, 
bearing Date May 2nd. 1796, His Majefty in Council has 
been pleafed to eftablifh a new Syitem for the Office of Com- 
miffioners of the Navy and their Department, founded upon 
and in all material Parts conformable to the Suggeftions of 
the Commiffioners of Enquiry ; and as far as Your Commit- 
tee can judge, the Regulations fo adopted are likely to be 
conducive to the Public Service. According to the leadinp- 
Principle of this new Syftem, the Commiffioners, inftead of 
prefiding over diftindt Departments, are formed into Com- 
mittees, and the Bufinefs is fo divided as to admit of com- 
petent Officers in each Branch, poffeffing Time and Oppor- 
tunity to examine, digeft, and conduct the Parts allotted to 
them, fubjedt ultimately however to the Opinion of the 
Board at large. The mod important Papers on this Subject 
are inferted in the Appendix f, from whence the Details of 
the prefent Plan and Arrangement of the Navy Board will 
be eafily underftood. 

3. With refpetf: to the Navy Pay Office, it appears from 
a Letter of the prefent Treafurer of the Navy to the Board 
of Admiralty, dated May 12th, 1797, and inferted in the 
Appendix, that no Regulations were adopted in that Office, 
in purfuance of the Fourth Report of the Commiffioners of 
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Enquiry ; but feveral were made in confequence of the faid 
Treaiurer's judging it neceffary to alter and extend the Mode 
of executing the Bufinefs of his Department, from the great 
Accumulation of Bufinefs which had been thrown into it by 
the feveral Acts of Parliament " for the better regulating the 
" Payment of Wages to the Officers and Seamen of the 
" Royal Navy." And it is particularly reprefented to Your 
Committee, " that a very material Object of the Regulations 
" made in the Year 1786, was to bring up the Accounts in 
*' Arrear of Ex-treafurers of the Navy, and at the fame Time 
" to prevent any fuch Arrears in the Accounts from again 
" taking place ; that this was the Ground of eftablifhing 
ff that Branch in the Office diftinguifhed by the Name of, 
" The Accountant's Branch ; in confequence of which, at 
f* a very moderate Annual Expence, a perfect Regularity and 
" Promptitude in accounting is eftabliihed, and large con- 
" tingent Sums, accuftomed to be paid by the Public on 
" the Completion of each Account, are now rendered unne- 
" ceflary ; and that the feveral Regulations which have taken 
" place in the Eftablilhment of this Office have anfwered the 
" Purpofe of carrying thofe beneficial Acts into full Effect, 
" and have otherwife advanced the Execution of the Public 
" Service in this Department." The full Extent and Nature 
of thefe Regulations, in this important and extenfive Office, 
will be belt feen by referring to His Majefty's Orders in 
Council of the 9th of Auguft 1786, and of the 10th of June 
1795, by the former of which the Navy Pay Office was 
placed on its prelent Eftablilhment, and by the latter, a new 
Pay Branch for Seamen's Tickets, in compliance with an 
Act of Parliament for that Purpofe, was created. 

§ 1. Your Committee further report, 1. That on the 
Head of Increafe or Diminution of Salaries, &c. fince the 
Year 1782, with refpect to the Admiralty Office, there has 
been an Increafe of Salaries or Emoluments to the Amount 
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of £.5,61 5 per Annum, and a Diminution within the fame 
Period, amounting to £.2 90 per Annum, making a total 
Increafe of £.5,325 per Annum. This increafed Expence 
arifes, partly from an Augmentation in the Number of Clerks 
and partly from an Increafe of Salary to fome of thofe Clerks 
who were formerly on the Eftablifhment, originating in the 
great Increafe of Bufinefs during the War, but which is likely 
to admit of fome Reduction on the Reftoration of Peace : 
The increafed Expence, however, is principally owing to the 
Creation of Three new Offices in the Admiralty Department ; 

1. that of Hydrogi apher, amounting to £.650 per Annum; 

2. that of Infpeftor of Telegraphs, amounting to £.300 per 
Annum ; 3. that of Infpector General of Naval Works, 
with his Afliftants, amounting to 2,700 per Annum. 

2. On the Head of Increafe or Diminution of Salaries, 
Sec. fince the Year 1782, in the Department of the Navy 
Board, it appears, that there has been an Increafe of Office 
Expence, amounting to £. 18,877 per Annum, and a Dimi- 
nution within the fame Period amounting to £.5,192 per 
Annum, leaving a Total Augmentation of Charge equal to 
£.13,685 per Annum : For the Particulars of this Statement 
as well as for a complete Account of the Eftablifhment of 
this Office in the Years 1782, 1795, 1796, and 1797, 
Your Committee beg leave to refer to the Papers annexed to 
this Report. On thele Documents it may be obferved, that 
the principal Diminution took place in the Years 1785 and 
1787, being Years of Peace, when an Opportunity was very 
properly taken to reduce Two Extra Commiffioners at Home, 
and Two Abroad, and to abftain from fupplying the Vacancy 
of One Surveyor, which then occurred, as well as to make 
fome other lefs material Retrenchments in the Office Efta- 
blilhment. In 1788, it was thought neceflary to re-appoint 
One Extra Commiflioner, and fince the breaking out of the 
prefent War, and efpecially fince the new Syftem took place 
in 1796, under His Majefty's Orders in Council, the confi- 
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derable Annual Expence above-mentioned has been incurred, 
the Whole of which is now borne upon the Ordinary of the 
Navy i all Fees taken in the Office being carried to a general 
Fund on Account of the Public, inftead of being applied as 
before, to the Profit of particular Officers of the Board. 

3. On the Head of Increafe or Diminution of Salaries, 
&c. lince the Year 1782, in the Navy Pay Office, it appears, 
from the Papers in the Appendix, that there has been an 
Increafe of Office Expence, amounting to £.5,670. 12^. per 
Annum, and a Diminution within the fame Period, of £.456. 
1 15. gd. leaving a total Augmentation of Charge equal to 
.£■5,214. os. 3d. per Annum. The Particulars and Reafons 
of this increafed Expence are dated in the Paper referred to. 
On this Your Committee obferve, that the principal additi- 
onal Charge arofe from the new Eftablifhment of proper 
Officers, with competent Salaries, to carry into Execution 
Two Acts of the 35th of His prefent Majefty, enabling 
Seamen to allot a Part of their Wages for their Families, 
and for the more fpeedy and punctual Payment of the Officers, 
&c. Provifions of the Legiflature equally ufeful and beneficent : 
and Your Committee beg Leave to fubjoin the Copy of the 
Examination taken before them, containing more detailed 
Information on this Subject, and evincing the Utility of 
thofe Meafures*. It likewife appears that none of the Of- 
ficers lubordinate to the Treaiurer of the Navy arc in the 
Receipt of any Emoluments arifing from Places, Penfions, 
or other Employments under Government ; and that fome 
Diminution in the Number of Clerks employed (which mult 
vary according to the Nature and Extent of Bufinefs to be 
tranfacted) may be expe&ed to take place on the Return of 
Peace. 

4. With refpect to the Marine Pay Office, the Heads of 
which Eftablifhment appear in the general Return of the 
Eftablifhment of the Admiralty fs and the Particulars of 
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any Increafe or Diminution in the Expence of which, fines 
1782, are ftated in another Document inserted in the Ap- 
pendix ; Your Committee obferve, that this Office feems to 
have remained nearly upon the fame Footing as formerly, the 
principal Increafe of Expence from Time to Time arifing 
from an Augmentation of the Paymafter's Salary in Time of 
War, which has hitherto been again reduced in the Return 
of Peace. Your Committee cannot but take Notice, that 
the Obfervations and Suggeftions of the CommifTioners of 
Enquiry relating to this Office, appear to be of confiderablo 
Weight, and well worthy the Attention of the Board of 
Admiralty. 

§ 3. Your Committee having proceeded to examine into 
the prefent Eftablilhment of the Board or Admiralty, with 
a View to confider, as their Duty pointed out to them, 
whether any Retrenchment or Reduction of Office Expence 
whatever can be made in the fame, confidently with the 
Public Service, have thought proper to annex to this Report 
the Papers from which may be ieen what were the eftablifhed 
and incidental Expenccs* of the Admiralty Office for One 
Year, ending December 3 1 ft, 1796, viz. 

£. s. d. 

Eftablimment - - 28,343 18 o 
Stationary - - 4,433 17 7$ 

Incidents - - 19,890 19 1 

together with the various Salaries and Emoluments apper- 
taining to the fame, and what Profpecl: there is of any further 
Reduction. On thefe Papers, Your Committee think it 
their Duty to obferve, that the Number of Commimoners of 
the Admiralty (exclufive of the Firft Commiffioner) is ftated 
to be Six, and that no Reduction is mentioned as likely to 
take place : But Your Committee think it worthy of Confi- 
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deration, whether, if upon the Reftoration of Peace fuch a 
conliderable Reduction of the aclual Force of the Navy (hall 
have been made, as very materially to diminifh the Bufinefs 
of this Board, fome Reductions, both in the Number of 
Commiffioners and Perfons employed in this Department, 
may not take place confiftently with the Public Service. 

On the increafed Expence of Office Eftablilhment, Your 
Committee think it their Duty to obferve; ift. That the 
Appointment of an Hydrographer to the Board of Admiralty 
inverted with the Charge of all Charts, Plans, Maps, &c. 
and endowed with a competent Salary, appears to have been 
highly proper, and likely to conduce to the Public Service. 

2dly. That the Appointment of an Infpector of Telegraphs, 
whole Salary it is fuppoftd can form but a fmall Part of the 
whole Expence of that ingenious, and in Time of War, highly 
uleful Ellablilhment, (the Amount of which Your Com- 
mittee however have had no Means of afcertaining) appears 
, to have been beneficial for the Public Service as a temporary 
Office, to ceafe in Time of Peace, as it is Hated to Your 
Committee that it is intended to do*. 

3<dly. With regard to the Appointment of an Infpector of 
Naval Works ; the Authority creating it, and the Reafons 
for its Creation, are to be found in the Appendix to this 
Report : And Your Committee cannot but obferve, that in 
a Maritime Country, which relies for its Public Force and 
Defence principally on its Navy, fome Eftablilhment of this 
Kind may be highly expedient, and even neceflary ; and par- 
ticularly for " the Controul and Superintendance of the 
" Conftructkm of Docks, Slips, Bafons, Jetties, and other 
" Works, fubfervient to the Conflruction and Equipment of 
" Ships of War, as of all Buildings of different Delcriptions 
** necetiary for the convenient Reception and Prefervation of 
" the Public Stores for which important Objects heretofore 
no peculiar, fyftematic, and fcientific Mode or Infpeition 
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and Management appears to have been provided. Your 
Committee do not feel themfelves competent to form a de- 
cided Opinion reflecting the Benefit which may be expected 
from the other Duties of this Office ; but the Object propofed 
by it is fo eflential to the Interefts of this Country, that 
though the Experiments to be made with that View ought to 
be carried on, and their Refults adopted with all the Caution 
due to its Importance and Extent, they think every Meafure 
for the Improvement of Naval Architecture is deferving of 
the greateft Encouragement. 

With Regard to the Incidental Expences of the Admiralty 
Office, though they appear very large (amounting in the 
laft Year to about £.20,000) yet as feveral of them are 
cafual, and arifing out of a State of War, it may be reafon- 
ably expected, that on the Return of Peace a very confi- 
derable Reduction may take place on this Head. 

Your Committee think they cannot conclude the Subject 
of the Admiralty Office, without ftating it to be their 
Opinion, that the Suggeftions of the Commimoners of En- 
quiry, in their Third Report, as far as relates to the Fees of 
Office being received, accounted for, and applied in Aid of 
the general Expence of this Office (as is done in feveral other 
Departments of the State) are well worthy of Attention, and 
ought to be carried into Execution. 

Your Committee have already ftated it as their Opinion, 
that the Alterations recommended in the Navy Office by the 
Commiflioners of Enquiry, approved of in general by the 
Admiralty Board, and finally adopted and ratified by His 
Majefty in Council, were wife and proper ; and it further 
appears to them, that the additional Expence to the Public 
cannot be confidered as ufelcfs or unnecefiary, being applied 
to completing an Arrangement likely to be ferviceable to the 
Public : The Fees received in the Office, and which are now 
carried to the Credit of the Public, will probably in a confi- 
derable Degree (in Time of War at leaft) counterbalance 

this 
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this increafed Charge on the Eftablilhment. And Your 
Committee obferve, from a Letter tranfmitted to their Chair- 
man from the Navy Board, dated June 26, 1797, and 
inferted in the Appendix, that fome material Retrenchment 
in this Office may be expefted to take place on the Refto- 
ration of Peace, amounting to about £.5,000 per Annum, 
by difcontinuing fome of the Extra Commiffioners of the 
Navy, together with the temporary Naval Eftablifhments 
abroad, and by difcharging fuch temporary Clerks as may 
have been appointed during the War. 

July 19th, 1797. 



C c 2 



Supplement 



196 Supr lememt (A.) Repcrt XVII. 



RETURN refpcfting the Meafures ordered by the Privy Council 
to be carried into Execution in the Admiralty. 

Admiralty Office, 29th June 1797. 

C-ENTLEMEN, 

I HAVE received and communicated to my Lords Commiffioners 
of the Admiralty your Letter to me of the 6th of bit Month, ac- 
quainting me, for their Lordfhips Information, that the Se'eft Com- 
mittee of the Houfe of Commons on Finance, &c. had ordered, 
that there be laid before the faid Committee, • 

" An Account, {fating, whether the feveral Meafures ordered 
by the Privy Council to be carried into Execution, in the feve- 
ral Departments upon which Reports have been made by the 
Commiffioners of Enquiry, have in Faff been carried into Exe- 
cution accordingly ; or in what Particulars, and for what Rea- 
fons, the fame have not been fo carried into Execution :" 
And defil ing, by Commands of the Lords Commiffioners of His 
Mdjefty's Treafury, that the faid Accounts be made out, fo far as 
relates to this Department, and tranfmitted to you, in order that 
they may be laid before the faid Committee. 

In Anfwer thereto, I have the Commands of my Lords Commif- 
fioners of the Admiralty to inform you, that no Order has been 
received by their Lordfhips from His Majefty in Council, for car- 
rying into Execution any Report made by the Commiffioners of 
Enquiry upon the Offices within the Department of the Admiralty. 

By an Order of His Majefty in Council, dated jsth of January 
I792, the Reports of the Commiffioners upon the undermentioned 
Offices ; viz. 

The Office of the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty ; 
The Offke of the Treafurer of the Navy ; 
The Office of the Commiffioners of the Navy ; 
The Dock Yards ; 

The Office of the Commiffioners for Sick and Wounded Seamen; 

The Victualling Office, and the Naval and Victualling Depart- 
ments eftablifhed in foreign and diftant Parts; 
were referred to their Lordfhips, " in order that they might confider 
the Regulations and all Matters contained therein, and report what 
Part of the propofed Regulations they might approve, as fit to be 
carried into Execution ; and if there fhould be any of the propofed 
Regulations to which their Lordfhips might objeft, to ftate their 
Opinion, and the Grounds thereof;" but no Report has been made 
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upon the Office of the Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty in 
confequence thereof, their Lordlhips conceiving the Eftablifhment 
propofed by the Commiflioners to be inadequate to the Execution 
©f the Duties of that important and extenfive Department ; arid that 
the Salaries propofed to be allowed to the Secretaries and Clerks 
were by no means lufficient to compenfate them for their conftant 
and laborious Services. 

With refpeft to the Office of tli£ Treafurer of the Navy, I have 
their Lordlhips Commands to acquaint you, that previous to the 
Order of Reference being tranfmitted to their Lordfliips, the Whole 
of that Department was regulated by His Majefty's Order in Coun- 
cil of the 9th Auguft 1786, and other Regulations have fince been 
carried into effeft, grounded upon Reprefentations made to His 
Majefty by the Treafurer, the Particulars of which were tranfmitted 
to Mr. Rofe, for the Information of the Seleft Committee, in my 
Letter of the 24th of laft Month, which Proceedings rendered any 
Report of their Lordlhips upon the Regulations propofed by the 
Commiflioners of Enquiry to be unneceffary. 

On the 2d May 1796, their Lordlhips reported to His Majefty in 
Council, on the Part of the Order ot Reference which relates 
to the Office of the Commiflioners of the Navy ; and by an Order 
of His Majefty in Council, dated the 8th of July following, the 
Regulations which their Lordlhips had recommended, though dif- 
fering in fome Refpecls from thofe which had been propofed by 
the Commiflioners of Enquiry, were directed to be eftablifhed, and 
their Lordlhips in confequence thereof gave the neceflary Orders 
to the Commiflioneis of the Navy. 

The Execution of the various important Duties committed to 
their Lordfhips, have not admitted of their entering into a Confi- 
deration of the very extenfive Reports upon the Dock Yards, an<T 
other Departments mentioned in the Order of Reference, with that 
Attention which iheir Importance neceflarily requires; and from 
the fame Caufes they have been prevented from making any Reports 
to His Majefty upon either of thofe Departments. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 

Evan Nepewn. 
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The REPORT of the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty to 
the Lords of the Committee of His Majefty's Moft Honourable 
Privy Council, refpecting the Duty of each Officer of the Navy 
Board, and the Fees of Office to be taken from Individuals, which 
was afterwards confirmed by His Majefty in Council, June 8, 
and December 28, 1796. 

To the Lords of the Committee of His Majefly's Moft Honourable 

Privy Council. 

YOUR Lordfhips having been pleafed by your Order, dated the 
12th of January 1792, to refer unto us the Report of the Commif- 
fioners appointed by an Aft paffed in the 25th Year of His Majefly's 
Reign, intituled, " An Aft for appointing Commiffioners to enquire 
into the Fees, Gratuities, Perquifues, and Emoluments, which are 
or have been lately received in the feveral Public Offices therein 
mentioned ; to examine into any Abufes which may exift in the 
the fame; and to report fuch Obfervations as lhall occur to them, 
for the better conducting and managing the Bufinefs tranfafted in 
the faid Offices ; viz. 

Upon the Office of the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty ; 

Upon the Office of the Ti eafurer of the Navv ; 

Upon the Office of the Commiffioners of the Navy ; 

Upon the Dock Yards; 

Upon the Office for the Care of Sick and Wounded Seamen ; 
LTpon the Viftualling OHice ; — and, 

Upon the Naval and Viftualling Departments eflablifhed at fo- 
reign and diftant Parts;" 
In order that we fhould confider of the Regulations propofed, and 
all Matters contained therein, and report what Part of the propofed 
Regulations we may approve as fit to be adopted and carried into 
Execution ; and if there fhould be any of the propofed Regulations 
to which we may objeft, to ftate our Objeftions, and the Grounds 
thereof; 

We have, in Obedience to your Lordfhips Commands, taken the 
Report of the Commiffioners upon the Office of the Commiffioners 
of His Majefty's Navy, under our Confideration ; and upon a care- 
ful Examination of what is therein ftated, we agree in Opinion 
with the Commiffioners in many of the important Points contained 
in their Report ; and propofe that the following Regulations fhould 
be carried into immediate Execution; viz. 

We humbly conceive, that the Bufinefs in general would be 
prried on with more Precifion and Effeft, if the Commiffioners, 
in Head of prefiding over diftinft Departments, were formed into 
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Committees, and the Bufinefs to be fo divided, as to admit of com- 
petent Officers in each Branch, pofTefling Time and Opportunity 
to examine, digeft, and conduit the Parts allotted to them, fubjecl 
ultimately, however, to the Opinion ot the Board at large. 

Under this Idea we propofc, that the Board fhall be divided into 
the following Committees; viz. 

A Committee of Correfpondencc 

A Committee of Accounts, and a Committee of Stores. 
The Comptroller to belong to and prefide at every Committee. 

The COMMITTEE of CORRESPONDENCE to confift of the 
Deputy Comptroller 
One Surveyor 

The prefent Clerk of the AOs, and the Secretary. 

The COMMITTEE of ACCOUNTS to confift of 
The prefent Comptroller of Tieafurer's Accounts 
The prefent Comptroller of Vi&ualling Accounts 
One Cominifhoner, and Secretary. 

The COMMITTEE of STORES to confift of 
One Surveyor or Sea Officer 

The prefent Comptroller of Storekeeper's Accounts 
The prefent Sea Commifhoner, and Secretary. 
The feveral Duties attached to the refpeftive Committees to br- 
as follows : 

COMMITTEE of CORRESPONDENCE, 
To conduit the Correfpondencc of the Board. 
COMMITTEE of ACCOUNTS, 
To fuperintend, examine, and pafs all Accounts; fubjeit. however 
to the Approbation of the Board at large. 
COMMITTEE for STORES, 
To confider the proper Quantities of Stores neceffary to be provided 
for the Service in general ; to direit their Difhibution, and to 
take Cognizance of the Receipt, Iffue, Remains, and Returns of 
Stores of every Kind, and every Service dependant on this 
Branch. 

That Contrails of every kind fhould be made by the Board at 
large, thofe for Secret Services only excepted, which we think 
fhould be entrufted to the Comptroller, in whom fhould alfo be 
lodged a general fuperintending and directing Power, for the regu- 
lar Management of the Bufinefs, and comptrolling the Expence in 
every Branch of the Office. 

That the Secret Services above-mentioned fhould be executed 
under the Authority of the Firlt Lord of the Admiralty for the 
Time being ; and after the faid Services fhall have been performed, 
the Comptroller fhould communicate his Orders, and his Proceed- 
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ings In confequence, to the Board, for their Concurrence : That In 
Cafe a Majority fhould difapprove of any Part of his Conduct, 
the)' fhould fubmit the Whole, with the Reafons for fuch Dn' ip- 
probation, to the Firfl Lord of the Admiralty, whofe Decifion 
thereon fhall be confidered as final : That when the Voices fhould 
happen to be equal on a Oneftion in either of the Committees, the 
Whole of the Bufinefs to which it relates fhould be laid before the 
Board for its Determination ; and when the Voices at the Board 
iha.ll be equal, that the Comptroller fhould in fuch Cafe have a 
Second Vote. 

That each Committee fhould report upon their Proceedings to, 
and that the Whole fhould finally be paffed by the Board ; the 
Committee however to have Power to difpatch the current Bufi- 
nefs appertaining to each Department refpectively, for which they 
fhould be refponfible to the Board; but that no Accounts fhould 
■be finally paffed without the Concurrence of the Board, with the 
Comptroller or Deputy Comptroller; and in cafe of the Abfence 
of either of the Members of the Committees, the Signature of the 
Comptroller, or, in his Abfence, of the Deputy Comptroller, fhall 
be necelfary to give effe£f. to any Order or other Paper iffued by 
fuch Committee ; and if it fhould happen that Two of the Mem- 
bers of the Committee fhould be abfent at the fame Time, a Mem- 
ber of fome other Committee fhould fupply the Third Place. 

That the Office of Affiflant to the Clerk of the A&s fhould be 
converted into that of Secretarv, who fhould attend the Board, 
take Minutes, fee to the Execution of the Board's Orders, carry on 
the Correfpondence, take Care of the Board's Papers, fee that the 
Whole be duly regiftered, and be refponfible for the fecret and due 
Execution ot the Bufinefs of that Department. 

That the Chief Officer, attached to the Committee of Accounts 
lhould be ltiled Secretary for Accounts, and the Chief 
Officer attached to the Committee for Stores, Secretary for 
Stores. 

That the Alteration propofed as above-menlioned, by fubftitutincr 
Committees in lieu of the Supcrintendance of Commiffioners indi- 
vidually, over the different Departments, fhould not be underftood 
as intended to diflurb in other Refpetts the ptefent Form of each 
Department, tint of the Clerk of the A&s, and of the Examiner of 
the Victualling Accounts excepted, the former falling naturally into 
the Office of Secretary, and the other becoming annexed to the 
Office for the Examination of the Treafurer's Accounts. 

That all Fees, Gratuities, Perquifites, Allowances, Premiums on 
the Appointment of Clerks, and Emoluments of every Kind what- 
loever, (except thofe fpecified in the Table hereunto annexed, 
which are to be received by the proper Officer for public Purpofes) 
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fhould henceforward be completely and bona fide abollfhed : And 
as the Cominillioiiers will hereafter be deprived of the Gratuities 
they have hitherto received on the Appointment of Clerks, and of 
the Allowances for Coals and Candles, their Emoluments will 
thereby be confiderably reduced : we humbly propofe, in order to 
compenfate them in fome Degree for fuch Reduction, that the De- 
puty Comptroller, and each of the other Eight Commiffioners, 
Ihould have an Addition to their refpective Salaries of Two Hun- 
dred Pounds per Annum, to be paid, for the prefent Year, out of 
the Fee Fund, and afterwards to be included in the Amount of 
Salaries to be charged in the Ordinary Eftimate of the Navy : And 
as we are convinced that the Salaries propofed by the Commiffion- 
ers of the Enquiry for feveral of the Clerks are infufficient to com- 
penfate them for their Services, we beg Leave further to propofe, 
that Augmentations be made thereto, in the prefent Year, out of 
the fame Fund. 

That the Receiver and Paymafter, in carrying on the Duties of 
his Office, Ihould take particular Care, that no Inurument, upon 
which a Fee may be eftablilhed, be iflued until fuch Fee is actually 
paid ; and that the Clerks in every Office, where the Inflrument 
may be made out, be enjoined to mark thereon the Amount of the 
Fee payable, and keep a Check on the Receiver, by charging him 
with the Amount of fuch Fee, tranfmitting Weekly an Account 
thereof to the Accountant-General, to whom alfo the Receiver 
fhould render an Account, Weekly, of his Receipts and Payments, 
with the regular Vouchers ; the Receipts to be checked by the re- 
fpective Chief Cicrks, and the Weekly Account to be charged on. 
the Receiver ; in which Account he fliould be credited for his 
authorized and vouched Difburfements, and to balance the fame 
once every Quarter; which Account fhall be prefented by the 
Accountant-General to the Committee of Accounts, who, after 
examining and approving the fame, fhould, with the Approbation 
of the Board, direct fo much of the Balance remaining in the Re- 
ceiver's Hands, as it fhall think fit, to be paid to the Treafurer of 
the Navy. 

That at the End of every Year, the Receiver fhould be directed 
to ftate a General Account, and make Oath thereto before a Baron, 
of the Court of Exchequer, which, being examined and approved 
by the Board, fhould be incorporated in the Annual Account of the 
Treafurer. 

That the Fees upon the Amount of all Imprefl: Bills in Courfe, 
inftead of One Half per Hundred Pounds, fhould be reduced to One 
Half per Thoufand, which, from the very extenfive Iflues on thefe 
Accounts, we deem to be of fufficient Extent, 
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That the Fees received fhould be appropriated towards the Pay", 
merit of the contingent Expences of the Office, and the Suiplus, if 
any, to be paid, as above-mentioned, into the Hands of the Trea- 
furer of His Majefty's Navy. 

That the Table of Fees, authorized to be demanded, fhould be 
hung up in the moft confpicuous Parts of the feveral Offices for 
general Information, and that at the End of each Year an Account 
of Fees received fhould be tranfmitted to us for our Infpeftion. 

That upon a Vacancy happening in any of the feveral Depart- 
ments, the fame fh all be filled up with the Clerks next in Rotation, 
nnlefs, after due Examination, he fhould not be found qualified ; in 
which Cafe the next in Seniority in the Branch fhall be appointed 
to fuch Vacancy. By this Arrangement we conceive Emulation 
will be excited, and proper Encouragement be given to Induftry 
and Ability. 

That upon Vacancies taking place in any of the Departments, 
the feveral Commiffioners Ihould nominate in Rotation — the Comp- 
troller however having Two fucceffive Nominations ; and that no 
Perfon fhould be introduced as a Clerk, without Firft paying the 
ufual Gratuity (to be applied towards the General Fund) or without 
the Approbation of the Board ; and that no Addition fhould be 
made to the intended Eftablifhment, until we fhall be fatisfied of 
the neceffity of the Meafurc, and fhall have fignified our Directions 
thereupon. 

That as great Difadvantnge has frequently arifen to His Majefty's 
Service, from the Practice of Public Officers acling as Agents to 
Individuals, fuch Practice fhould in future be prohibited under the 
fevereft Penalties; and Care fhould alfo be taken, that no Perfons 
belonging to the Office be allowed to have any Intereft in any 
Veffel hired lor the Public Service, or in Stores or Provifions 
purchaled or fold for the Ufe of the Public ; that to this End, every 
Officer and Clerk fhould enter into a Bond, to Thrice the Amount 
of his Annual Salary, for the faithful Performance of his Duty, 
and that he will not receive, directly or indirectly, any Fee, Gra- 
tuity, Perquifite, or Emolument whatever, other than his eftablifhed 
Salary; that he will not art as Agent to any Perfon whatever, 
having concern with Government, or be interefted in any Stores, 
W ires, Merchandize, or Provifions, purchafed or fupplied for the 
Ufe ol the Navy, or in any Ship or Veffel employed in the Service, 
or give Notice to any Perfon whatever, (unlefs called upon by 
lawful Authority) of any Sum or Sums of Money remaining unpaid 
on Ships Books or otherwife; and that upon Proof of Default, be- 
fides incurring the Penalty of the Bond, the Officer fhall be imme- 
diately difmifled from his Employment; and that it fhould be alfo 
undcrilood, that the like Penalty of Difmiffion Ihould attach on 

any 
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any Officer whatfoever, who fhall hereafter take or receive any 
Premium or Confideration whatever for the Appointment of any 
Clerk or other Officer in His Majefty's Civil Service. The above 
Regulation, however, to apply only to thole who have at prefent 
no fuch Agency, and to all thofe who fliall in future be appointed, 
it being propofed to cany the Regulation into full Effeft as foon as 
may be poffible after the Termination of the prefent War. 

That as a proper Encouragement to Officers to demean themfelves 
faithfully, wh°n any Officer from Age or Infirmity fhould be obliged 
to retire from his Situation, an Annuity fhould be granted him, not 
exceeding One Half the Amount of his Annual Salary. 

That when it fhall appear to the Commiffioners, that any of the 
Officers, Clerks, or other Perfons belonging to their Office, fhould 
be obliged, under the Circumftances above-mentioned, to refign, 
the fame be notified to us, that we might authorize their being 
fuperannuated accordingly; and that we beat the fame Time ac- 
quainted with the Salaries they held for the laft Six Years of their 
Servitude. 

That the Salaries to efficient Officers, as well as the Annuities to 
thofe who may be fuperannuated, fhould be inferted, Yearly, in the 
Ordinary Eltimate of the Navy. 

And as it is propofed that the Salaries fliall be paid to the faid 
Commiffioners, and other Officers, free of all Deduction, we humbly 
beg Leave to fuggeff, that the Amount of the Land Tax chargeable 
on fuch Salaries, and all other Deductions, fhould be made- good 
to them by the Receiver of Fees and Paymalter of Contingencies, 
out of the Money in his Hands, accruing from the Receipt of Fees 
or otherwife. 

Which is, neverthelefs, moll humbly fubmitted. 



A TABLE of the Rate of Fees to be paid on certain Inftru- 
ments iffued from the Navy Office. 

Warrant £. s. d. 

appointing a Surgeon - - - 11 — 

a Matter - - - .11 — 

a Purfer - - - 11 — • 

a Surgeon's Mate - - - — 10 6 

a Boatfwain - - — 5 ~~ 

a Gunner - - - — 5 ' — 

a Carpenter - - - — 5 — 

a Sail-maker - - - — 5 — 

a Cook - - - - — 26 

Leave of Abfence - — 26 

D d 2 A Ccr- 
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£. s. i, 

A Certificate* — To Perfons that have paffed their Exa- 
minations for Lieutenants - — 10 6 
Of their Time of Service - — 106 
To Captains, Lieutenants, and others, 

that they have cleared their Imprefts — 26 
To Warrant Officers applying for Su- 
perannuation - - — 5 — 
To Petty Officers and Seamen, to pafs 
an Examination for Gunners, Pilots, 
&c. - - — 5 — 
To a Captain, to enable him to receive 

his Wages - - - — 10 6 

To a Lieutenant, to enable him to re- 
ceive his Wages - - — 5 — 
To a Surgeon - - - — 5 
To a Boatfwain, Carpenter, or other 
Officer, that they have paffed their 
Accounts - - - — 5 — 
To Purfers, that they have delivered in 

their Accounts for Freedom - — 5 — 
For an Order — To the Officers of the Yards, to fupply 

Merchant Ships with Stores - 11 — 
For Writing a Contract - - - 11 — 

a Bill of Sale for Ships - - 11 — 

Petitions - - - 6 

For a General Protection - - - 11 — 

a Protection for a fingle Perfon - - — 2 — 

Upon the Amount of all Bills in Courfe, iffued for 

Stores fupplied, or Services performed - 1 j 

per £. 1,000 

Upon the Amount of all Impreft Bills in Courfe - — to — . 

per £\ 1,000 



FEES. 

For a Contract for building of a Third Rate . 15 15 — - 

a Frigate or 20 Gun Ship - . - 10 10 — r 

a Sloop - - - - 5 5 — 

a Bill of Sale for Ships (per £ .1,000) - -11 — 

certifying Prize Lifls •■ - - 16 — 
making out Dead Cloaths Bills when omitted to he 

fent with their Tickets (per Cent.) r j 1 — 



For 
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For certifying and entering Dead Cloaths Bills on the £ . s. d' 
Books for Payment - - - 1 1 — 

Penfions above £. 100 per Ann. - - i 1 — 

ftating Claims of Head Money, and making out 

Bills to the Claimants f per £1,000.) - 1 1 — 

entering the Sign Manuals tor Allowances payable 

out of old Stores - - - 11 — 

examining, tracing, and checking Purfers Victual- 
ling Books, depending on the Amount of their 
Balance Bills (per Cent.) - - — 15 — 

Superannuation of Gunners, Boatfwains, and Car- 
penters - - - - . — 10 6 

making out Warrants, granting Leave of Abfence 
to Purfers of Ships in Ordinary, once a Quar- 
ter (per Ann.) - - - - — 10 6 

making out Bills for Salvage of His Majefty's 

Ships taken from the Enemy (per £.1,000.) — 10 6 

Letters to the Trinity Houfe to examine Mafters 

and Pilots, and report their Qualifications — 5 — 

certifying Purfers Tobacco Lifts, per Cent. - — 5 — 

Copies of Admiralty Orders difpenfing with Of- 
ficers Accounts - - - — 26 

Copies of Admiralty Orders for the Entry of Pur- 
fers, notwithftanding their Accounts for for- 
mer Ships are not pafied - - — 26 

making out Bills for Salvage of Anchors and Ca. 1 f,- 0 m 2 6 
bles belonging to His Majefty's Ships - 3 to 10 6 

ftating the Cafes of Greenwich Hofpital, for the 

Recovery of Prize Money - -—26 

noting Affidavits difpenfed with for Half Pay — 26 

making out Bond Tickets - - - — 26 

fearching Ships Books demanded and taken by Aft 

of Parliament 32 Geo. III. - — j — 

paffing Purfers Slop Accounts, for a 

1 ft and 2d Rate - £.2 2 — per Annum. 

3d - - - 1 11 6 

4th - - 11 — 

5 th - - — 15 6 

6th - - - — 10 6 

Sloops - - — 76 

Tenders - *■ — 15 6 

Tranfports - - - — 2 6 



EXAMI. 
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EXAMINATION of John Davis, Efq. Cafhier for paying 
Seamen's Tickets; taken the 17th Day of July 1797. 

Q. SINCE 1 ft May 1795, how many Seamen have allotted 
their Wages for the Support of their Wives and Families ? — A. 
8,1 14 — to this Day, of which about 1000 are in London — fome 
are in Ireland, but the principal Part in Great Britain. 

Q. Does any Correfpondence take Place in confequence of this? 
. — A. A very great One ; fometimes I fend Letters, to the Amount 
of Two or Three Hundred in a Day. I have never been abfent 
from mv Office Two Days in the whole Time fince the firft In- 
'ftitution of the Office, and it is full of Bufinefs — a great deal of 
which relates to the Allotment, and a great deal of other Bufinefs. 
A confiderable Number of Accounts are kept of the Allotments 
which are tranfmitted to the Navy Board Monthly, and are very 
voluminous. 



EXAMINATION of Thomas Wilson, Efq. Ledger Keeper to 
the Branch for entering Officers Bills; taken the 17th Day of 
July 1797. 

THE Objea of the Ml of Parliament by which this Branch 
was eftablifhed in the Navy Pay Office, was to enable the Officers 
of His Majefty's Navy to draw their Pay by Bills of Exchange 
upon the Commiffionei s of the Navy, whether Abroad or at Home ; 
by which Regulation they might avoid confiderable Expences, to 
which they were fubjeel by the old Mode of Payment, fuch as 
Jntereft on Advance from their Agents, &c. 

The Branch confifts of a Ledger Keeper, Afhflant, and a 
Clerk, in Addition to whom Two extra Clerks are employed, 
though not nominally appointed, in confequence of the particular 
Bufinefs of the Branch extending, together with other Bufinefs 
thrown into it. 

The Number of Accounts opened, by the Officers of the Navy 
availing themfelves of this Mode of receiving their Pay, amount at 
this Time to upwards of Two Thoufand Two Hundred (and are 
Daily increafing) drawing their Pay by Quarterly Bills. 

Another Duty belonging to this Branch is the Remittance of 
Half Pay and Penfions to the Parties, in whatever Part of the 
Country they refide, by Bills upon the Colleftors of the Revenue 
iicarcft to them. 



An 
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PARTICULARS relating to Incidental Expences of the Admi- 
ralty Office. 

£. s. d. 

Difburfements for Secret or Special Services - 11,327 o 3 

Meffengers Journies and Errands - - > 2,326 o 3 

Travelling Expences paid to Officers of His Majefty's 

Navy, and other Perfons, bringing Difpatches - 1,939 4 2 

Poflage of Letters and Packets - - - 626 o 8 

Amount of Tradefmen's Bills for Work done at the 

Admiralty, in Repairs of the Office and Houfes, &c. 2,142 17 1 

Annual Amount of Houfe and Land Taxes, and 
Rent for a Piece of Ground on which a Part of 
the Admiralty PremifTes are erecled - - 332 O 0 

Printing and Rolling Preftes for the Office, with 

Materials appertaining thereto - 172 6 3 

Expence of Honorary Medals to particular Officers 
in his Majefty's Navy, on the Occafion of a Vic- 
tory obtained over the Fleet of the Enemy - 402 9 o 

Expence incurred by the Captains and Officers be- 
longing to His Majefty's Ships Ramillies, Robuft, 
York, and Eurus, on the Occafion of Troops being 
embarked on board thofe Ships - 362 o 0 

Paid to Morocco Merchants, as a Compenfaiion for 
Loftes fuftained by them under peculiar Circum- 
ftances; alfo in occafional Donations to diftreffed 
Dutch Seamen - . 253 13 o 

Paid to John Ibbctfon, Efq. Hate Second Secretary 
of the Admiralty) in lieu of the Taxes upon his 
Penfion for One Year ... 205 1 0 

Ditto to Sir Geo. J. Duckett, Bart, (late Deputy 
Secretary) in lieu of the Taxes upon his Penfion 
for the lame Period - . . 80 o o 

Ditto to Sir Harry Parker, Bart, (late Chief Clerk) 
and to Mr. Thomas Fearm and Mr. James Frefh- 
field, Two other Clerks, the Amount of the Taxes 
upon their refpettive Penfions for One Year - 109 16 5f 

Expence of French News-papers, copying French 
Charts, and tranflating Foreign Papers, not being 
in the French or Spanilh Languages - . 126 2 6 

Amount of Petty Difburfements under various Heads; 

fuch as Parifh Dues, &c. - . 1,832 116 

£, 22,237 2 if 

Amount of Allowances (included in feparate Account) 2,346 3 o 
Total of incidental Expences - - ^.24,58 3 JTf 

LETTER 
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LETTER from Evan Nepean, Efq. dated June 29, 1797. 

SIR, Admiralty Office, June 29, 1797. 

IN purfuance of an Order of the Select Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons on Finance, &c. communicated to me in your 
Letter of the 3d of laft Month, that there be laid before the faid 
Committee, " An Account of the Salaries, Allowances, New 
" Years Gifts, and Perquifites, received in the Office of the Ad- 
" miralty, for One Year, ending 31ft December 1796. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty 
to inclofe to you an Account, which has been prepared by their 
Dire&ion, containing the Particulars denied by the Committee, 
including the Marine Pay Office, in order that the fame may be 
laid before them. 

In Explanation of that Part of the Order of the Committee 
which direfts a Diftin&ion to be made of what Parts of the faid 
Eftablifhment, and of the faid Emoluments received by any 
Officer thereof, are temporary, and when the lame may be expected 
to ceafe ; I have their Lordfhips further Commands to acquaint 
you, that no Reduction of the prefent Eftablifhment of this Office 
can take place, during the Continuance ot the War, without Pre- 
judice to the Public Service ; but that on the Return of Peace, 
jnoft, if not the Whole, of the extra Clerks, who have been en- 
gaged in confequence of the War, will, as hath been ufual on 
fuch Occafions, be difcontinued ; but the Number of Clerks fo to 
be difcontinued cannot be afcertained until the Extent of the Force 
intended for the Peace Eftablifhment fhall be known. 

The Amount of the Fees and Gratuities received by the Secre- 
taries and Clerks, which form a very confiderable Part of their 
Emoluments, will of Courfe be diminifhed in a material Degree, 
on the Return of Peace ; but the Extent of fuch Diminution, 
which muft depend on Circumftances, cannot now be accurately 
eftimated. Recourfe may however be had to the Report of the 
Commiffioners of Enquiry, from which fome Judgment may be 
formed of their probable Extent. None of the other Emoluments, 
excepting the additional Salary of Two Hundred Pounds per Ann. 
allowed to the Marine Paymafter in Time of War, are of a 
temporary Nature. 

am, Sir, &c. 

Even Nepean. 
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LETTER from Evan Nepean, Efq. dated June 29, 1797. 

SIR, Admiralty Office, June 19, 1797. 

IN compliance with an Order of the Seleft Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons on Finance, &c. fignified in (he Precepts 
dated the 22d of laft Month and gth Inftant, " that there be laid 
" before the Committee a Copy of the Authority under which the 
" Eftablifhment of Infpeclor General of Naval Works has taken 
" place, as alfo the Reafons for that Increafe of E.xpence in the 
" Admiralty Department, and the Duties required to be performed 
" by the new Board; and an Account of the Probability of any 
V Reduction taking place, and to what amount, in the Department 
" of Telegraphs, and in the Office of Commiffioners of the Navv, 
" upon the Return of Peace;" I have the Honour of inclofing 
to you, for the Information of the Committee, a Copy of His 
Majefly's Order in Council, dated the 2;$d of March 1796, direct- 
ing the Eftablifhment of the Infpeclor General of Naval Works; 
in which the Reafons for making that Eftablifhment, and the 
Duties of each Officer refpeclivelv are explained. 

With refpeft to any Reduction in the Department of Telegraphs, 
and in the Office of the Commiffioners of the Navy, on the Return 
of Peace, I have their Lordfhips further Commands to fend to 
you inclofed a Letter from the Comrniffioners of the Navy upon 
the Subject ; and to acquaint you, that at the Termination of the 
War, the Whole of the Eftablifhment of Telegraphs will be 
difcontinued. 

I have the Honour to be, Sir, &c. 

Evan Nepean. 
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EIGHTEENTH REPORT. 



TRANSPORT OFFICE. 



Ordered to be printed igtb yitty, 1 7 9 7 ♦ 

r T"*HE Tranfport Office is a newly created Board, and was 
inftituted in July 1794, at firft tor the Superintendence 
of the Tranfport Service only ; but to that Employment has 
fince been added the Management of the Prifoners at War, 
in Health, at Home and Abroad. 

§ 1 . The Eftablifliment* confifts at prefent of Five Com- 
miflioners, a Secretary, Six Clerks, a Surveying Officer, an 
Infpecling Officer, Two Storekeepers, Six Meffengers and 
Porters, and a Houfekeeper, with Eleven Clerks in the De- 
partment of Prifoners of War. Your Committee have 
annexed a detailed Account of the fpecifk Duty of each of 
the Offices -j- ; and a Statement of the other Employments, 
Places, or Penfions which the feveral Officers upon this 
Eftablifliment hold under Government. 

The immediate Duty of this Office, fo far as relates- to 
the Tranfport Service, ufed to be performed by the Com- 
miflioners of the Navy ; except in fome Inftances, where the 
Ordnance or other Departments hired the Tranfports wanted 
for their own immediate Service : And the prefent Tranfport 
Board ftate to Your Committee, That they have purfued the 
Modes of engaging Tranlports which were practifed by the 
Navy Board when the Tranfport Service was under its Di- 
rections X ; but, from the very great Extent to which the 
Tranfport Service has been carried during the prefent War, 
it was thought expedient to conftitute a diftinct Board, to 
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tranfact the Bufinefs of that extenfive Branch of the Naval 
Service ; and from the unparalleled Extent to which that 
Service has been carried during the prefent War, it appears 
highly proper that every poflible Check and Controul ihould 
be put over fo vaft an Expenditure of the Public Money. It 
appears to Your Committee, that fince the Inftitution of 
this Board, which took place in July 1794, to 2id June 
1797, the Tonnage of VelTels, hired as regular Tranfports 
for Four or Six Months certain, amounted to 99,656 Tons ; 
that the Tonnage of the Veflels hired on Freight for Service 
amounted to 178,560 Tons ; making the whole Tonnage 
278,216 ; and that the Total Expenditure for this Service, 
during this Period, has amounted to £.4,088,524. 2 s - 5^- 

§ 2. The total Expence of this Eflablifhment, for the 
Year 1796, is ftated to have been as follows : 

Salaries and Allowances - - £.8,838 12 o 

Contingent Expences - - 3)9C»7 12 2. 
Travelling Charges and Extra Pay 7 R 

to Officers on diftant Duty J 5 3 15 6 

Total paid by the Public £ .13,329 19 8 

The Fees* which were received from Individuals amounted, 
in the Tranfport Department^ to £.2,128 7 6 

Do. Prifoners of War, to - - 11476 
making together £.2,242. 15J. out of which Sum there has 
been paid to Clerks £.1,650, and for Taxes on Salaries 
£.334. ys. 6d, which is carried forward to the Account of 
the Year 1797. 

Deducting therefrom the Sum of - £.13,329 19 8 

The Taxes paid to Government 334 7 6 7 

and Balance carried to 1797, 258 7 6j 59 2 J 5 0 

The Expence to the Public, for the Year 7 " 
1796, appears to have been - f 1^73 7 4 8 
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§ 3 How far this Board has contributed to leffen the 
Amount of the Expenditure in this Article, or to forward 
the due Execution of the Service, beyond what the Com- 
miflioners of the Navy might have done, if it had continued 
under their Direction, ' is a Point upon which Your Com- 
mittee have not the Means of forming any Opinion ; but as 
the Board was conftituted for the exprefs Purpofe of directing 
the Tranfport Service, and of regulating the Care and 
Cuftody of the Prifoners, during the War, it is prefumed 
that the Duration of the Eftablifhment will not be longer 
than the Continuance of the War ; at the Termination of 
which, no Reafon appears to Your Committee, why the 
Tranfport Service may not be put wholly under the Direction 
of the Commiflioners of the Navy, as recommended by the 
Commiflioners of Enquiry in their Report on that Office, and 
the Expence of a feparate Board for the Tranfport Service be 
faved, without any Detriment to the Public. 

July 19, 1797. 
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EXAMINATION of William Harding, Efq. (Accountant 
of the Tranfport Office) taken the 30th Day of June 1797. 

p. When was the Tranfport Board eflahiifhed ? — A, In July 
1794. 

0. Bv whom was the Bufinefs performed before the Eftablifh- 
merit of the Board ?— A. By the Navy Board ; except in fome par- 
ticular Inflances by the Ordnance. 

0. Has the Eftab'ifhment of the Tranfport Board been altered 
fince its firfl Appointment 5 — A. It did confift of Three Commif- 
fioners — but Two additional ones have been appointed for the Pur- 
pose of uanfafting the Bufinefs of Prifoners of War, in Health, at 
Home and Abroad. 

0. Do the Commiffioners tranfact the Whole of their Bufinefs 
in Town at their Office, 01 do any of them go down to different 
Ports to make the Contracts, and view the Condition of Ships to 
be hired for (hat Service ? — A- The Whole of the Contracts are 
made at the Office, excepting two or three Inflances, where fmall 
Veffets have been hired for particular Services at the Out Ports ; 
they ocoafionally go down to Deptiotd, where the Ships generally 
are that are to be employed, and view them. 

Q. Are extia Charges made by the Commiffioners when they go 
to view the Tranfports at Deptford ? — //. The extra Charges are 
Thirty Shillings per Day ; I believe that includes the Expences, to 
the belt of mv Recollection — Three of the Commiffioners are Cap- 
tains in the Navy ; the Secretary is a Purfer to the London ; the 
Surveyor is a Matter and Commander: The Board fits every Day 
fiom Ten till Four, or as much longer as the Bufinefs requires. 

Q. Is any Fee taken for making any Contract, or paffing any Ac- 
count on the Tranfport Service ? — A. Yes. 



The DUTIES of the fcveral Branches in the Tranfport Office, 
and for the Care and Cuftody of the Prifoners of War. 

The BOARD. 

THE Board take into Confideration, and direct Anfwers to all 
Correfpondence upon the Subject of Tranfports and Prifoners of 
War ; iffne Directions to Agents and Officers employed under 
them, puifuant to Orders received from the Lords Commiffioners 
of His Majefty's Treafury, the Lords Commiffioners of the Admi- 
ralty, His Majefly's Principal Secretaries of State, His Royal High- 
nds the Duke of York, or the Secretary at War, with refpect to 

the 
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the Embarkation of Troops and Baggage, the Provifion of fun- 
dry Articles for the Accommodation of His Majefly's Troops bound 
on Foreign Service ; the Supply of Victualling and Cloathing to 
Prifoners of "War, in Health, in Prifonand on Parole, both Abroad 
and at Home; the ProviGori of Tonnage for Victualling, Ord- 
nance, and other Stores, for the Subfiftence and Supply of His Ma- 
jefly's Troops, Ships, and Garrifons Abroad ; and, generally, exe- 
cute a great Variety of thefe and other more minute Services, from 
the above and other Offices, which relate to the Duty of Tranf- 
ports, and to the Care and Cuftody of the Prifoners of War. 

The SECRETARY. 

His Duty is to receive the Directions of the Board relative to 
the Correfpondencej as in other Departments. 

ACCOUNTANT and CLERKS for the Tranfport Service. 

Their Duty is to make out all Charter-Parties for the Hire of 
Ships, and Contracts for the Purchafe of Stores ; to examine and 
itate the Accounts of Agents and other Perfons on their Difburfe* 
ments ; to ltate to the Board all Claims for the Freight of Tranf- 
ports, and to make out Bills for Payment of the Freight due to 
them, and for Stores purchafed, to enter and regifler the fame, and 
to charge them againft the Ships or Perfons they relate to ; to pre- 
pare Orders for the Payment ol all Bills of Exchange, and Lifts of 
all Bills payable in Courfe for the Treafurer of the Navy ; to make 
out Accounts of all Expences for the Tranfport Service, the Account 
of the unfatisfied Debt on the 30th of September, and 31ft of De- 
cember Annually ; to examine the Accounts tranfmitted by the 
Treafurer of the Navy on the 15th and laft Days of every Month, 
of his Receipts and Payments during thofe Periods, and to ftate 
Monthly an Account Current between the faid Treafurer and the 
Tranfport Board. 

Another Branch ot Abe Duly of the Accountant and Clerks con- 
fifts in charging the feveral Articles of Stores fupplied, againft the 
Tranfports or Agents receiving them ; examining the Expenditure 
thereof, and, upon any Deficiency, making out Accounts of the 
fame, in order that the Ship-owners or Agents may be made refpon- 
fible for the Amount thereof. 

Another Branch of their Duty is, to pay the Wages of the Crews 
of feveral of His Majefly's Ships, employed as armed Tranfports ; 
to examine the Mufter Books, and make out regular Pay Lifts, and 
to keep Accounts thereof ; to examine and keep Returns of all the 
Ships employed in the Tranfport Service, their Deftinations, Times 
of Sailing and Arrival ; to prepare for the Board Lifts of Tranf- 

Vol.II.- Ff ports, 
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ports, with the Services they are appointed to perform ; to keep an 
Account of the various Embarkations of Troops and Stores, as well 
as of every other Matter which relates to the actual Employment 
of the Ships in the Tranfport Service. 

CORRESPONDING CLERK, with Affiftants, for the 
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT. 

Their Duty is to carry on the general Correfpondence of the 
Board, on the Bufinefs of the Tranfport Service. 

ACCOUNTANT and ASSISTANTS for the Department of Prifoners 

of War for the 
HOME SERVICE. 

Their Duty confifts in examining and adjufting the various Ac- 
counts and Vouchers of the Agents, Storekeepers, and other Per- 
fons employed at the feveral Prifons and Places of Parole, and re- 
porting thereon to the Board ; in making out, entering, and regif- 
terintr Bills of Exchange, Imprefts, and Clearing Bills to Contrac- 
tors, Tradefmen, and other Peifons; in making out Weekly Ac- 
counts for the Admiralty, of the Number of French, Spanifh, and 
Dutch Prifoners, in Great Britain and Ireland. 

ACCOUNTANT and ASSISTANTS for the Department of Prifoners 

of War for 
FOREIGN SERVICE. 

This Branch has nearly the fame Kind of Bufinefs as the other, 
excepting only the making out the Weekly Accounts for the Ad- 
miralty. 

CORRESPONDING CLERK, with Affiftants, for the 
PRISONERS OF WAR DEPARTMENT. 

Their Duty is to cany on the general Correfpondence of the 
Board on the Bufinefs of the above Two Departments for Prifoners 
of War. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Amount of the Sums paid for the Tranf- 
port Service fince the Inftitution of the Tranfport Board, to the 
prefent Time ; diftinguiihing the Amount of the Sums paid in 
each Year. 



Year. 


Paid in ready 
Money. 


Paid by Bills of Courfe. 


TOTAL. 


I794 - 

1795 
1796 

1797 

£> 


£■ s.d. 
17,000 0 0 

6 3>397 6 9 
100,000 0 0 

15,000 0 0 


£. s. d. 
130,900 7 11 

i,4537 6 4 <S 0 
1 ,735,9 26 8 3 
572,535 5 6 


£. S. d. 
147,900 7 11 
1,517,162 I 9 

1,835,926 8 3 
587,535 5 6 


»95.397 6 9 


3,893,126 16 8 


4,088,524 3 s 



An Account of the Manner in which the Contract for the Hire 
of Tranfport VeUels is made by the Board. 

The general Mode of engaging Tranfports is fimilar to the antient 
Praftice, when the Tranfport Service was under the DireQion of 
the Navy Board. Sometimes Brokers are employed to find out 
proper Ships, when required; and their Tenders having palled the 
Examination of the Board, Orders are ififued for the infpecting 
Agent (who is a Naval Officer) and the Shipwright, Officers of 
this Department, to examine them, as to their Condition and Fit- 
nefs for the Service in View, and to make a diftin£i Report to the 
Office. At other Times, Advertifements for Tonnage are pub- 
liflied in the Papers ; and the Ships propofed undergo the fame 
Procefs before acceptance. In general, it has been found of more 
Advantage to employ the Brokers to take up Ships, by One or 
Two at a Time as they may be wanted, than to publifh the Ton- 
nage required ; as this lafl Meafure has tended to inform the Ship 
Owners of the Public Neceffity, and to give them an Opportunity, 
efpecially when there happen to be but few Ships of the Clafs re- 
quired, to enter into Combinations for raifing the Price. The 
Form of a general Charter Party accompanies this Statement, for a 
further Explanation. 

After the Ships are engaged, the Infpefting Officer, and occa- 
fionally a Sea Commiffioner, furveys their Outfit, in order both to 
haften the Service, and to prevent Abufes. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Fees received in the Tranfport Office, 
and the Amount thereof, for the Year 1796 ; and alfo of the 
Application thereof, during the fame Period. 



The following Fees have been charged upon the fame Scale with 
thofe of the Navy Board, while the Bufinefs was under their 
Direction. 

£ . s. d. 

For a Charter Part)-, and firft Bill of Impreft, on Account 

of the Freight of the Ship hired - - - 3 3 o 

Each fubfequent Bill of Impreft - - o 10 6 

Upon paffing a Ship's final Account, \l. is. per 1,000/. 
on the Balance due. 

Upon Contracts of confiderable Amount, where feveral 

Bills are made out for the Payment thereof - - 1116 

per /".i,coo 

Warrant of Appointment to a Captain, Agent ot Trans- 
ports - - - - - 220 

Ditto - - - to a Lieutenant - Ditto - 1 10 

Paffing an Agent's Account, at the Rate of il. zs. per 
Annum for the Time employed. 

The Amount received, according to the above State- 
ment, for the Year 1796, was for the Tranfport 
Department - 2,128 7 6 

Prifoners of War - - - - 114 76 



2,242 15 o 

Out of which the following Payments have been made, viz. 

To the feveral Clerks ... 1,650 o o 
Taxes on Salaries - 334 7 6 

1,984 7 6 

7 6 

The Balance of Two Hundred and Fifty, eight Pounds Sever. 
Shillings and Six Pence, carried forward to the Account of the 
Year 1797. 

W. Harding, 
Chief Clerk and Accountant. 
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SECRETARY AT WAR, 
COMPTROLLERS OF ARMY ACCOUNTS, 
and PAYMASTER GENERAL. 



( Ordered to be printed, igtb July, I'jgj.j 

"V7"OUR Committee, in proceeding to examine the Offices 
of Secretary at War, Comptrollers of the Army Ac- 
counts, and Paymafter General of the Forces, conceive that 
they fhall be enabled to difcharge their Duty with more 
perfpicuity by including them in one View, than if each had 
been made the Subject of a diftinft Report. 

§ 1. Reflecting the Regulations and Checks which have 
been applied, in order to controul the Public Expenditure in 
thefe Departments, and how far the fame have been effectual, 
Your Committee think it moft convenient to ftate diftinctly, 
i. What have been the Regulations and Checks j and, ad. 
How far they appear to have been effectual. 

i. On entering into the Firft Queftion, theyobferve, that 
the Examination of Accounts, both in the Office of the 
Secretary at War, and in that of the Comptrollers of the 
Army Accounts, is generally fpeaking, previous to the Iflue 
or Payment of Money ; the Examination of all Accounts 
fubfequent to Payment, if the Perfons receiving Money 
become thereby Public Accountants, comes under the Com- 
miflioners for auditing the Public Account, and belongs to 
another Head of Enquiry. 

SECRETARY 
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SECRETARY AT WAR. 

Your Committee, beginning with the Office of the Secretary 
at War, have obtained a general Defcription of the' Nature 
of the Accounts which come into his Office, and the Form 
of the Examination they undergo there. The Firft Head 
confifts of the Annual Accounts of the ordinary and inci- 
dental Charges of eftablifhed Regiments ; the Second may 
not inaccurately be defined to be Regimental Extraordinaries,- 
or incidental Expences more properly belonging to eftablifhed 
Corps than to the Army in general, which latter are known 
by the Term " Extraordinaries of the Army." All Claims 
made by the Regimental Agents come under the Inflection 
of the " Examiner of the Army Accounts," to whofe Office 
they are tranfmitted of courfe, in virtue of a general Delega- 
tion of that Duty to him by the Secretary at War 3 after his 
Examination and Report, the Secretary at War, in many 
Inftances, orders partial Iffues of Money by Letter to the 
Paymafter General. No final Payment is made, except 
under the Authority of a Warrant counterfigned by the 
Secretary at War, and in moft Inftances by Three Lords of 
the Treafury. The Regimental Agents account finally to 
the Secretary at War. 

Your Committee, defirous of giving a clear Defcription of 
the Forms under which all Payments derived from the Efta- 
blifhment are conducted, have inferted the following Papers 
in their Appendix : 

ift. The Eftablifhment of a Regiment*. 

ad. The Warrant from the War Office to make out De- 
bentures, with the State of Charges annexed*. 

3d. The Debenture made up at the Pay Office. 

4th. The final or clearing Warrant. 

5th. The Pay Office State. 
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They alfo beg to refer the Houfe, for a further Explanation 
of this Part of their Enquiry, to an Extrad of a Paper 
received from the Treafury, and which they have annexed to 
this Report, 

COMPTROLLERS OF ARMY ACCOUNTS. 

Your Committee, in proceeding to the Examination of 
the Duty of the Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, as 
tending to regulate and check the Expenditure under the 
Head of Army Services, having afcertained that they are a 
Board, to which Accounts relating to the Extraordinaries of 
the Army are referred previous to Payment, have called for 
Information on this Subject both from the Commiffioners of 
the Treafury and the Comptrollers, They find, on an Ex- 
amination of the Returns from thefe Offices, that they 
neceflarily contain a Repetition of the fame Fads and Re- 
marks, yet as each is clear in its Explanation, and as they 
mutually tend to elucidate each other, they have thought it 
neither ufelefs or unneceflary to annex them both entire, 

A very confiderable Proportion of the Extraordinaries of 
the Army, namely, upwards of j£.i,oco,ooo in the laft 
Year, appearing to have been paid, as it is termed, " without 
" Account," Your Committee have thought it their Duty 
to call for a diftinct Explanation of the Meaning of Payments 
made " without Account," as diftinguifhed from Money 
paid " fubject to Account*." They find by the Treafury 
Return, that the Claims of Perfons for Services to be paid 
without Account are fubject to a ftrict Examination, by 
every Means which can elucidate the Cafe, before the Comp- 
trollers of Army Accounts, in fuch Queftions as come under 
their Cognizance. Specific Services, which require no fub- 
fequent Examination, are fo paid ; viz. i. Services or Pay 
at Rates authorifed by fome previous Inftrument j 2. Subii- 

# Supplement (B.) 

Vol. IL G g dies 



226 



NINETEENTH REPORT: 



dies and Pay of Foreign Troops ; 3. Purchafes or Services 
which undergo a competent Examination before Payment ; 
4. Balances of fettled Accounts. The Perfqns fo receiving 
do not become Public Accountants, i. e. are not liable to 
account a Second Time, and finally, before the Commif- 
lioners for auditing the Public Accounts. Perfons receiving 
Money on Account, arc, Public Military Officers, Commif- 
faries and Contractors at Home and Abroad, who, in 
Addition to ari Examination of their Claims before Advances 
are made, account finally alio as Public Accountants before 
the Commiflioners. 

With regard to the Regulations and Checks applied to 
control the Expences known by the Term Extraordinaries of 
the Army, Your Committee have thought it advifeable to 
diftinguilh thofe which originate at Home, from thofe which 
are wholly incurred Abroad, as being paid in a different 
Manner, and being fubject to Regulations and Checks not 
only differing in their Form, but probably in fome Degree in 
their Efficacy, from thole applied to Foreign Expenditure. 

The particular Expences, under the Head of Extraordi- 
naries of the Army incurred at Home, are iff. On Account 
of Provifions and Stores purchafed at Home for the Ufe of 
Troops fcrving at Home or Abroad*. When thefe Articles 
are fupplied by Contracts on Advertifements from the Trea- 
fury, the Tenders are referred to the Comptrollers, and the 
Ioweft Bidder being afcertained, the Terms of the Contract 
arc fettled by them, in the doing which every Care is taken 
to enfure the due Execution of the Service, and prevent 
Frauds and Abufes. id. On Account of Bread, Wood; 
Straw, and Forage, which are now fupplied for the Ufe of 
the Camps in Great Britain by final! local Contracts made by 
Commiflaries appointed for this Purpofe, and acting under 
Inftructions prepared by the Comptrollers of the Army Ac- 
1 ounts, one Condition whereof has been, that the Property in the 
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Article contracted for fhould remain in the Contractor till the 
fame is delivered to the Troops. 3d. On Account of Bread 
for Troops in Barracks, which is fupplied on a Commiffion. 
of £.ii per Cent, on the Value, the Perfon fupplying being 
obliged, before he can obtain any Payment, to make Oath 
that he has not, directly or indirectly, received any Profit 
arifing from the Price of the Article. 4th. A further Head 
of this Species of Expenditure arifes from the Bills of the 
Apothecary General for Medicines and Surgeons Inftruments 
lupplied by him for the Uie of every Corps ferving at Home 
or Abroad. 5th. The remaining Article (independent of all 
cafual Claims for Supplies furnilhed, or Services performed 
for His Majefty's Armies ferving Abroad or at Home, which 
are referred to the Comptrollers of Army Accounts) arifes 
from the Supply of the Invalid Cloathing. 

All and every Voucher proving the Validity of Claims for 
the Supply of the above Articles, namely, the Certificates of 
Quality, of Price, from the proper Officers, the Receipts of 
the Parties to whom they are officially delivered, with every 
Species of Proof connected with the Cafe, muft be produced 
to the Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, and is carefully 
examined by them before they advifc any Advance to be 
made on Account, or any final Payment to be directed for 
Performance, of any of the above Services. The Inftrument 
directing any fuch Payment is a Warrant addreffed to the 
Paymafter General, and figned by Three Commiffioners of 
the Treafury. 

The Extraordinaries of the Army* incurred Abroad are ; 
Firft, The contingent and extraordinary Expences of His 
Majefty's Governments, the Charges of Fortifications, Pay 
of Militia, &c. Abroad. Thefe feveral Expences are de- 
frayed by the Means of Bills drawn by the Governors (to 
whom, as will appear hereafter, Instructions for their Conduct 
are duly given) on the Treafury, accompanied by a Specifi- 
cation of the Nature and Particulars of the Expenditure. 

G g a Thefe 
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Thefe Bills with their Explanation are referred, before their ' 
Acceptance, to the Office of the Secretary of State, or the 
Office having regular Cognizance of the Nature and Necef- 
fity of the Service for which the Expence was incurred. The 
Quarterly Accounts of the Governors are referred to* and 
examined by the Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, who 
report their Remarks thereon to the Board of Treafury. 
Thefe Accounts undergo a Second Examination, and are 
finally paffed by the Commiffioners for auditing the Public 
Accounts. 

A Second Species of Expenditure, under this Head, arifes 
from cafual Claims for Foreign Troops under Treaties, and 
for extraordinaiy Services performed. Thefe Treaties are 
regiftered in the Office of the Comptroller of the Army 
Accounts, and all Claims depending thereon are referred to 
them for their Report by the Treafury. In this Cafe the 
Comptrollers compare the Claim with the Terms of the 
Treaty ; with the Schedule of the Perfons compofing each 
Corps ; with the Rate of Pay annexed to each Rank ; and 
with the Mufter Rolls certified by the Britifh CommhTary of 
Mufters. The Sums from Time to Time due are certified 
to the Treafury before Payment is made. 

The Third and lafl; Head of Army Services confifts of the 
extenfive and multifarious Extraordinaiy Expences of active 
Armies Abroad. 

Your Committee have, in this Inilance, conceived it to 
be advifeable to refer to the Seventh Report of the Com- 
miflioners appointed by Act of Parliament to ftatc the Public 
Accounts, and find, that in the Courfe of {heir Examination 
of this very extenfive Queftion, they recommended ; ift. 
That no Military Officer fhould himfelf have a Property or 
Intereft in any Article which his Duty obliged him to provide 
for the Public Service : 2dly, That no Payment fhould be 
made by the Military Officer belonging to any Department, 
(fuch as Quarter or Barrack Mafter General, Infpeftor of 
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Hofpitals, Commanding Engineers, &c. &c.) but that every 
Expence mould be paid by the Deputy Paymafters General, 
in purfuance of a Warrant from the Commander in Chief ; 
jdly. That all Vouchers, proving any Payments, mould be 
fubject to a careful and fpeedy Examination by Perfons 
appointed for the Purpofe, on the Spot where the Expence 
was incurred. 

Your Committee have to obferve, that fince the Com- 
mencement of the prefent War, the whole Syftem of con- 
dueling thefe Extraordinary Expences of Armies ferving 
Abroad has undergone a careful Revifion, and has, in many 
Refpects, been materially altered, and, as it fhould feem, 
with a considerable Probability of Advantage to the Public 
Service. 

During former Wars, every Perfon at the Head of a De- 
partment, fuch as Quarter and Barrack Mafter General, 
Jnfpector of Hofpitals, CommifTaries, and Commanding 
. Engineers, were all feparate Accountants before the Auditors, 
Money being imprefted to each on Account, the Examination 
of which was necetiarily delayed till a long Period after the 
Service was performed. In the prefent War, the Whole of 
the Extraordinary Expences of an Army ferving Abroad are 
conducted by the Means of a Commiflary General, who 
receives and has charge of all Provifions and Stores fent for 
the Ufe ot the Troops from this Country j who purchafes or 
provides, under the Direction of, or in concurrence with the 
Commander in Chief (without whofe Authority no Service 
can be performed or Expence incurred) fuch Articles as may 
be more conveniently obtained on the Spot, and who is 
refponfible for all Monies, Provifions, or Stores, whether 
actually ufed, damaged, loft, deftroyed, or plundered, with 
the Condition of procuring proper Certificates to prove every 
Mode of their Confumption before he can be difcharged 
therefrom. 

A Com- 
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A Commiflary of Accounts alfo attends each Army, where 
the Numbers are of fufficient Importance, with a proper 
Eftablifhment, for the Purpofe of examining and controlling 
Accounts on the Spot, both acting under Inftructions which 
will be hereafter more particularly detailed. All Monies for 
the Ordinary Services of the Army are obtained by the 
Means of Bills drawn by the Deputy Paymafter Abroad on 
the Paymafter General, which Bills are negotiated by the 
Commiflary General, who is obliged to note the Rate of 
Exchange on the Bill. All Monies for Extraordinaries are 
obtained by Drafts of the Commiflary General on the Trea- 
fury, which, on their Arrival, are accepted if drawn con- 
formably to the Rules laid down, as being in Payment for 
Services ordered by the Commander in Chief, and the Value 
of which have been previoufly examined and aicertained by 
the Commiflaries of Accounts on the Spot. 

The Commiflaries General are directed, from Time to 
Time, to make Returns of the Provilions and Stores received 
by them from this Country, and of fuch as have been pur- 
chafed by them, ftating the Numbers victualled. The 
Commiflaries of Accounts alio make Returns of their Exa- 
mination, and on thele Documents the Comptrollers of the 
Army Accounts found the beft Enquiry into the Expenditure 
which the Nature of the Subject admits of. 

The Commiflaries General and the Commiflaries of Accounts 
are appointed by Warrant under the King's Sign Manual, 
directing them to obey all Inftruftions given them for the 
Execution of their Duty by the Lords Commiflioners of the 
Treafury ; which Inftru£tions, fince the Commencement of 
this War, have been prepared by the Comptrollers of the 
Army Accounts, under the Orders, and fubjected to the 
fubfequcnt Infpection of the Treafury. It appears that 
Inftru&ions are alfo given by the Secretary of State for the 
War Department to all Commanding Officers Abroad, to 
conduct the Service on which they are employed with the 
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utmoft Regard to Public CEconomy and Punctuality in their 
Accounts, and that a due Attention to thefe Points is gene- 
rally enjoined on every fucli Occafion 

No Extracts from thefe general Instructions have been laid 
before Your Committee, the Reafons for which are dated 
in the Papers annexed to this Report ; but the Return to 
the Order of Your Committee has been confined to thofe 
particular Inftances where it has been judged neceffary to 
direct the general Recommendations of CEconomy to foirie 
lpeciflc Object, or to notice fome Deviation from it. 

The Papers relating to the above Regulations, occafionally 
applied to check the Expenditure of the Public Money, 
under the Direction of Military Officers and Governors, and 
the Inftruftions from the Treafury to Commiflaries General 
and of Accounts, with the Correfpondence refulting there- 
from, and certain introductory Obfervations, are fubjoined to 
this Report, arranged according to the Places where the 
Services occurred to which they feverally refer.- 

CONTINENT OF EUROPE. 

The Expenditure of this Branch of Military Service has 
been conducted by Mr. Brook Watfon as Commifiary Ge- 
neral, or, as he is defcribed in the King's Warrant, dated 
March i ft. 1793, Superintendant and Director of Forage, 
Provifions, Necefiaries, and Extraordinaries of the Army on 
the Continent* : his Inftructions are dated the 9th of the 
fame Month, and direct him to repair forthwith to the Con- 
tinent, and take upon himfelf the Superintendence of the 
ieveral Departments, and confider himfelf as refponfible for 
the Expenditure of all Money, Provifions, and Stores ; to 
negotiate all Bills drawn by himfelf for Extraordinaries, and 
thole drawn by the Deputy Paymafter for the Ordinary 
Service, at the moft favourable Rate, and lodge the Value 

' Supplement (D.) 

received 



NINETEENTH REPORT: 



received by him, on Account of the both Species of Bills, 
with the faid Paymafter ; to obtain the Authority of the 
Commander in Chief for all Expences incurred, and to take 
written Vouchers of the Payment for each Article purchafed, 
and procure a Certificate from Two refpeclable Merchants on 
the Spot, that the Purchafe was completed at the Market 
Price ; all Receipts to be figned by at leaft One Witnefs : 
and to fubmit the Whole, on the Spot, to the Infpedtion of 
fuch Perfons as may be appointed for that Purpole ; to make 
up and tranfmit a Copy of his Calh Account to the Treafury 
every Two Months, with Vouchers ; to keep an Account of 
all Provifions and Stores received and iflued, to be examined 
and certified by the Perfon appointed as above, fubjecl to the 
fubfequent Inflection of the Commander in Chief ; to obtain 
lpecial Certificates of all Stores damaged, loft, &c. before 
Credit can be given for them in his Account : to take fpecial 
Care of all Stores, and give flric"t Directions to Deputies, 
and to the fame Effect:, as being himfelf finally refponfible for 
the Whole ; to obey all further lnftrudlions from the Trea- 
fury, or the Commander in Chief. 

It appears alfo to Your Committee, that Charles Mafon, 
Efq. was appointed Commiflary of Accounts to the Army 
on the Continent*, by Warrant dated 21ft June 1793 ; and 
that on the 9th of July following, InftrucYions were given 
him by the Treafury, to examine-all Accounts of the Expen- 
diture of the Extraordinaries of the Army ; to fee that every 
Expence was authorized by the Commander in Chief, or, if 
not, to notify the fame to the Commiflary General, and 
report fuch unauthorized Article to the Treafury ; to note the 
Prices charged, the Rate of Exchange, and the current Value 
of each Species of Money in Ufe ; and to obtain, when Cir- 
cumftances admit, Certificates of Price, Rate of Exchange, 
and Value of fuch Money, from Two refpectable Merchants 
or Magiftrates on the Spot ; to examine Computations and 
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Castings, entering Copies of Account in a Book, noting fuch 
Obfervations as may occur; to examine, correct, and ftate all 
Accounts of the Commillariate for the CommifTary General ; 
to call on the Deputy Paymafter General every Two Months 
for au Account of Payments made for the Extraordinaries of 
the Army, with their Vouchers, viz. the Authority of the 
Commillary General and the Receipt of the Parties, 1 at tefted 
by at lead One credible Witnefs ; to fee that the Paymafter 
has given Credit for all Stoppages ordered, or for the Value 
of old, damaged, or captured Stores, fold ; to certify and 
enter the lame in Books, and to tranfmit a Copy to the 
Treafury, with fuch Obfervations as may occur; to obey 
tuture In ft ructions, &c. 

Your Committee having noticed, with fome Degree of 
Detail, the Instructions given to the Commiffaries General 
and of Account, proceed to ftate the leading Points con- 
tained in the Letters from the Secretary of State for the 
War Department to Military Officers in Command, which 
have a Reference to certain incidental Cafes of the Public 
Expenditure on the Continent, and which were before ex- 
plained to be independent of the general Inftructions given 
them, to purfue every Means of CEconomy in conducting 
the Public Service. The Three Firft Letters on this Subject 
are from Mr. Secretary Dundas to Sir James Murray, dated 
23d April, 1 2th and 19th of July, 1793 ; they refpeftiveiy 
contain Stfggeftions and Enquiries with a View to CEconomy 
in the Expenditure ariling from Purchafes of Horfes for 
Service*, from the Charge of Meffengers ,fent with Dif- 
patches to the Army, and Remarks on fome Reprefentations 
of Count Stahrenberg's to Lord Grenville, reflecting the 
procuring Green Forage. The Fourth, dated 31ft October, 
1794, from Mr. Secretary Dundas to the Duke of York, 
agrees to a Propofal made by his Royal Highnefs for ap-* 
pointing an Infpector of Foreign Corps, adding, that it will 

* Supplement (E.) 

Vol. It H h bo 



NINETEENTH REPORT: 



be neceffary that a regular Syftem fhould be eftablifhed for 
the Pay of thefe Corps, and of every contingent Expence 
relating to them, in order that the Accounts may be checked 
in the ufual Manner, and tranfmitted, with the proper 
Vouchers, to the Lords CommiiTioners of the Treafury ; and 
" it will therefore be neceffary, that whatever Regulations ot 
" the Eftablilhment relate to the Expenditure fhould be 
" concerted with the Commiilary General." The Fifth 
Tetter, of 18th November, 1794, ftates an apparent inac- 
curacy in the Returns, as compared with the Diipohtion of 
the Troops, and preffes the Neceffity of infifting on correct 
Returns from the different Commanding Officers, adding, 
that " it is impoflible that this Country can acquiefce in the 
" Payment of Troops, they are unable to account for." 
The Sixth, dated iff; January, 1795, contains the Appoint- 
ment and Inftruftions to Colonel Nefbitt, as Infpector of 
Foreign Corps, who is thereby empowered and directed to 
mufter and make Return of fuch Corps ; to provide Clothing 
Arms, and Appointments for them ; to call for Returns and 
all Accounts from their Commanding Officers ; to appoint 
Deputies and Afliftants ; to aft on extraordinary Cafes at 
Diicretion, in Concurrence with the Commander in Chief, 
for the Purpofe of procuring Exactnefs in the Mufters, Re- 
gularity and CEconomy in the Payments, Iffues, and Deli- 
veries to the Troops within his Inipeclion, taking Care duly 
to advife One of the Principal Secretaries of State of all Acts 
done in confluence of fuch dilcretionary Powers verted in 
him. 

The remaining Numbers, from Seven to Seventeen, from 
Mr. Secretary Dundas, of different Dates, to His Royal 
Highncfs the Duke of York, General David Dundas, and 
Colonel Nefbitt*, (N os 15 and 17 excepted) are wholly on 
the Subject of Foreign Corps; their general Object is to 
devife and enforce the Execution of Meafures, with a View 
to conducting the Expences connected with their Eftablifh- 
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ment with the utmoft CEconomy, and at the fame Time to 
carry on the Service in the raoft effectual Manner for the 
Public Intereft. The Points principally iniifted on are thole 
of compelling the Parties contracting to furnifh Troops, 
punctually to perform the Articles contained in their Capitu- 
lations : to make Contracts with the Colonels of the Corps 
for the Supply of Clothing, Provifions, Forage, and Ap- 
pointments; to reduce the weaker Corps, and draft the Men 
who belong to them, with a View of completing thofe whofe 
Numbers amount more nearly to their full Establishment. 
The remaining Letters, N os 15 and 17, are from Mr. Secre- 
tary Dundas to Colonel Dow, and relate to the final Diftri- 
bution and Settlement of certain Allowances made to Dutch 
Oificers under the Command of General Bentincl. 

St. Domingo and Jamaica. 

Your Committee next proceed to the Consideration of fuch 
Papers as they have obtained respecting the Regulations and 
Checks applied from Time to Time to control the Expendi- 
ture in Jamaica, not borne by the Ifland itfelf, and alio the 
more important Head of Service in St. Domingo. 

In the firft Place, they deem it necelfary to ftate, that by 
the Terms of the Capitulation of the latter Iiland, dated the 
18th of AuguSt 1793, it was Stipulated, that thelocal Taxes 
deStined to acquit the Expences of Garrifons, and the 
Administration of the Colony, Ihould be afleffed in the fame 
Manner as in 1789 ("except the Alleviations and Remit- 
** tances which fhall be granted to the Inhabitants whofe 
" Property has Suffered by Fire, till their PofTefTions are 
" repaired j") and that " an Account fhall be kept by the 
*' faid Colony, of all the Sums advanced by Great Britain for 
** fupplying the Deficiency of the faid Taxes, which Defici- 
M ency, as well as all the Expences of the laid Colony 
(" except thofe of His Majefty's Naval Forces deftined for 
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" its Protection") fhall always be defrayed by the fa!d 
" Colony." Your Committee have annexed to this Report 
a Letter from the Duke of Portland to General Wilhamfon, 
dated 6th October 1794, directing him, in conformity with 
the above Capitulation, as foon as he is able fo to do, to 
tranfmit Information relating to the Revenue, the Crown, 
and Church Lands of every Defcription, including thole 
appropriated to religious Eilabliihrnents, and the Eftates of 
fuch Perfons killed in Arms againft His Majefiy, where there 
appear no lawful Heirs, or fuch only as are living in the 
Enemy's Country, with all Particulars relating to them, that 
afcertain the Courfe of Defcent according to the Law of the 
Colony; alfo fuch Information as may be- rec.uifite for receivr 
ing His Majefty's Pleasure on the Eftablifhment of fuch 
Civil Offices as the prefent Government abiblutely requires ; 
Hating the Amount of all Salaries, Fees, and Perquifitts 
previous to 1789; giving alfo a Power to make provihoir.d 
Appointments, with fuch Salaries as may be necellary, with 
Directions to tranfmit regular Accounts of all Particulars of 
every and all Fees and Emoluments annexed thereto. In- 
ftrucbons from His Majefty were alfo fent, in October 1794, 
to General Williamfon, requiring him to caufc the Revenues 
defcribed in the above Capitulation, and alio the Surplus of 
all Eftates belonging to Religious Houfes, after referving a 
lufficient alimentary Penfion for the Perfons fubfifixd there- 
from, to be levied and paid to the Receiver General, who 
ihould be appointed for that Purpofe by the Commiffioners 
of the Treafury, fubject: to fuch Directions as might be 
given by them refpecling the Difpofal thereof, in obedience 
to the Commands of His Majefty. In the fame Inftru&ions 
were contained Directions concerning the Difpofal of Property 
belonging to Perfons then refiding under the Government of 
thofe who excrciled the Powers of Government in France, 
agreeably to the Ad paffed in that Behalf. 

Your 
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Your Committee in the next Place obferve, from the 
Correfpondence on the Part of the Duke of Portland and 
Mr. Rofe, that further Meafures were taken on the Departure 
of Mr. Wigglefworth, as Commiffary General, to St. 
Domingo, &c. to obtain, through his Means, every poflible 
Information respecting the Revenues of the Ifland, and to 
enforce the due Collection thereof for 'the Public Service. 
It appears further, that a very ftrong and pointed Reproof 
was given by the Duke of Portland to the Officer com- 
manding at St. Domingo, dated September 30, 1795, re- 
flecting certain Articles of the Civil Expenditure in the 
Illand, namely, The Appointment of Two Perfons, with 
the Title of Deputies from the Supreme Council there to 
His Majefty and this Government, with a Salary to each of 
36,000 Livres per Annum ; and the increafed Eftabliihment 
of the Courts of Juftice with augmented Salaries. 

Your Committee have already obferved, in a former Part 
of this Report, that in Cafes which require it, Bills drawn on 
the Treafury by Military Governors, Officers, &c. are in due 
Courfe referred to the Secretary of State, with fuch Vouchers 
as explain them, or to fuch Department as has regular Cog- 
nizance of the Expence which they are meant to defray, 
before they are accepted. In the prefent Cafe, it appears 
from a Letter written by the Direction of Mr. Secretary 
Dundas to Mr. Long, dated 10th April, 1795, that previous 
to that Time, Letters at different Periods had been written 
by his Direction to the Treafuiy, on the Subject of the Bills 
drawn by General Williamfon, fuggefting the Expediency of 
fubmitting the Charges for which they were drawn to the 
Inflection of fuch Departments reflectively as might be 
moft competent to form an Opinion upon them. 

There have been laid before Your Committee Three 
Letters (including the One alluded to) written by the Direc- 
tion of Mr. Secretary Dundas to the Treafury, on the Subject 
of Bills advifed by General Williamfon to be drawn for 
Services in the Ifland of Jamaica, and in St. Domingo ; the 
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Sums referred to in thefe Letters amount to upwards of 
£. 1,230,000 ; in the Firft of which, after making fome 
Re-marks on the Particulars of the Account, he concludes by 
ftating, " that the very great Amount of the Public Expendi- 
" tuve, on Account of Military Services in the Ifland of St. 
" Domingo, under the prefent Circumftances, and the Impof- 
" fibility of forming a correel Judgment here with refpect to 
" the Accounts as at prefent tranfmitted from thence, have 
" fuggefted to Mr. Dundas the Propriety of recommending 
" to their Lordfhips to take into their earlieft Coniideration 
" the abfolute Neceffity, which appears to him to exift, of 
" their adopting fuch Meafures, and making fuch Appoint- 
" ments as may be neceiTary for eftablidiing a Syftem of Re- 
" gulation and Control, with retpect to the Expenditure in 
" Queftion, fimilar to that which exifts in the other Branches 
" of Expenditure now incurring on Account of Military Se~- 
" vice, Sic. in order that the Sums for which Bills may be 
" drawn on their Lordfhips, for carrying on the Public Ser- 
" vice in the Iflands of Jamaica and St. Domingo, may be 
" accounted for in fuch Manner as they may think proper to 
" require." A fubiequent Letter of the 17th of July 1795, 
refers to and repeats the fame Advice. In a Third, dated 
1 2th May 1796*, on the lame fubjecl, wherein Bills are ad- 
vifed by Governor Williamfon, amounting to 863,716, 
being Part of the aforementioned Sum of £. 1,230,000, Mr. 
Secretary Dundas recommends, that they fhould be paid on 
Account, ftating, " that he has obferved, with much Regret 
" and Surprize, that fo immenfe a Sum fhould be called for 
" on Account of Services performed in St. Domingo during a 
" Period in which a large Amount has been already dif- 
" charged ; but as Sir Adam Williamfon is now in England,. 
" he is of Opinion it would be right, that a complete Expla- 
" nation fhould be immediately had with him upon the Sub- 
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M ject ; and that a minute Inveftigation fhould inftantly be 
" entered upon by the refpeclive Departments connected 
" with the Services for which Sir Adam Williamfon's Bills 
" were drawn." 

Your Committee find, that on the 3d of June 1795, Mr. 
Wigglefworth, a principal Officer under the Commiflioners 
for auditing the Public Accounts, was appointed Commifiary 
General, &c. to the Army ferving in St. Domingo, and on 
Account of fuch Charges as occurred in Jamaica, not borne 
by the Ifland ; and Mr. Alexander Crawfurd was appointed 
Commifiary of Accounts. To both of thefe Gentlemen In- 
ftructior.s were given for their Conduct, fimilar in many Re- 
flects to thofe already detailed refpecling the Expenditure on 
the Continent, with fuch Variations and Additions as the 
Nature and Extent of the Service rendered expedient. The 
Eftablifhment of the CommifTariate appeals by a Letter from 
Mr. Rofe to Mr. Wigglefworth, in which, among other Par- 
tiailars, fpecial Inftructions are given to all Perfons concerned 
therein, to derive no Profit from their Situation beyond the 
fixed Amount of their Salaries and Emoluments, under the 
Penalty of immediate Difmiflion, without a Poflibility of be- 
ing afterwards employed in any Situation in His Majefty's 
Service. Mr. Rofe's Letter to General Williamfon, of the 
15th Auguft 1795*, gives him Notice of the above Appoint- 
ment, and informs him that his Account with the Agent Ge- 
neral of Jamaica, though infpected by the Council of the 
Ifland, cannot be fatisfaclory, but muft be iubmitted to the 
Examination of the Commiflioners for auditing the Public 
Accounts, which your Committee find actually took place 
on the 1 ft December 1795. It appears that Mr. Crawfurd, 
the Commiflary of Accounts, died foon after his Arrival at 
St. Domingo, and that the Commander in Chief tJiere imme- 
diately appointed a SuccefTor, from whom, however, no Ac- 
counts were received on the 21ft April 1797. 
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There have been laid before your Committee a Variety of 
Letters in Addition to thofe above detailed, on the Subject of 
the Expenditure at St. Domingo, viz. from Colonel Brownrigg 
to Major Nettles*, reipec~ting the moft oeconomical Mode of 
fupplying Horfes for the Service ; from Mr. Secretary Dun- 
das to the Duke of York, respecting the reducing and draft j 
ing Foreign Corps to complete the Eftablilhment of a limited 
Number of Regiments. Alio from Mr. Secretary Dundas to 
General Forbes, refpechrcg an oeconomical Levy of the Black 
Regiments for Colonial Service ; from the Treafury to Mr. 
Wi<?glelworth, on the Subject of chawing Bihs at a favourable 
Rate of Exchange^ concerning the tranlmitting every Species 
of Information, and of Accounts concerning Colonial Revenue 
or general Expenditure ; concerning Boat Hire ; the Pur- 
chafe, Confumption, and Delivery of every Species of Store. 
Provifion, and Forage j and alio noticing an Attempt to 
bribe an Agent of the Commiilary General ; giving ftrict and 
ftrong Directions that every Exertion fhould be made for the 
Detection and Punilhment of the Perfons concerned in that, 
or in any other fraudulent Tranfattion. 

Your Committee, fenfible that the Expenditure at St. Do- 
mingo has excited the moft earneit Attention, have felt them- 
felves called upon to notice with minute Detail every Mode 
of Regulation or Check adopted to control the fame by the 
Executive Government, which has been fubmitted to their 
Conlideration. And they now conclude this Subject by lay- 
ing before the Houfe a Paper containing the Inftrudtions 
given to General Simcoe, being an Extract of a Letter ad- 
drcii'ed to him jointly by the Duke of Portland and Mr. Se- 
cretary Dundas. They feel a confiderable Difficulty in offer- 
ing any Statement, which they can confider as a correct Ab- 
ftract of all the leading Points in thefe Instructions, and there- 
fore very particularly refer the Houfe to the Original, obferv- 
ing only, that it fixes the Limit of pecuniary Affiftance to be 
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derived from this Country at £.300,000 Annually, to be paid 
at the Rate of £.25,000 Monthly, with the Benefit of 
Three Months Payment in Advance, if abfolutely neceflary j 
it alio expreffes a Wifh that the Remittance may be made in 
Part, in cafe Circumftances ihould admit of it, by the Export 
of the Manufactures or Produce of this Country ; it alfo 
eipccially directs the Attention of General Simcoe to a ftrict 
Collection of the ordinary and extraordinary Revenues of the 
llland, to be applied in Aid of the Money or Value to be 
remitted from this Country for the Civil and Military Ex- 
penses of the llland, with every Attention to CEconomy, 
confident with the Public Service ; it alfo particularly enforces 
a regular and early Communication with the Executive Go- 
vernment of this Country on all Points of Information and. 
of Account, connected either with the Revenues of the 
llland or any Species of Expenditure there. 

Other Parts of the West Indies. 

Your Committee have next directed their Enquiries to the 
Regulations and Checks which have been applied to control 
the Expenditure in other Parts of the Weft Indies ; and find 
that Mr. John Jam-ay was appointed CommifTary General to 
the Army ferving there on the ift of November, 1 7 93 j 
acting under Inftructions (varied in fome Refpects according 
to local Circumftances) but fimilar in general to thofe which 
Your Committee have before fully detailed to the Hoiife ; 
accompanied alfo by a Letter from the Treafury, fixing the 
Salary of the Commifiariate, and reftraining every Perfon 
concerned therein from deriving any Profit thereby beyond* 
the Amount of his fixed Salary. It appears that Mr. Jaffray 
refigned his Office on Account of his State of Health, and 
that Mr. Valentine Jones was appointed as his Succeflbr, 
September ift, 1795, with Mr. Jotiah Dorrtford as Coinmi!- 
fary of Accounts. The Inftructions and Letters to thefe 
Gentlemen being precifely the fame as thofe addreflld to Mr. 
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Wigglefworth and Mr. Crauford ferving in St. Domingo, 
Your Committee forbear to trouble the Houfe with any 
Remarks thereon. 

Your Committee having received from the Treaiury a 
Communication of their Letters to Mr. Valentine Jones*, 
feel it their Duty to call the Attention of the Houfe very 
particularly to their Contents, as exhibiting a very full De- 
Icription of the Difficulties which have occurred in reftraining 
the Expenditure in the Iflands within reafonable Bounds, 
and of the continued Exertions of the Executive Govern- 
ment to effect this very defirable Object. Upon thefe Let- 
ters, which in Fact principally contain Reproofs and Com- 
plaints on Account of the Conduct of Mr. Commiffary 
Jones, Your Committee decline making any Remarks, ob- 
ferving from Mr. Role's concluding Letter of the ioth May 
1797, that certain Accounts relating to the Expences con- 
ducted by Mr. Jones had been received at the Treafury, 
and were by them referred for Examination to the Comp- 
trollers of the Army Accounts, in whole Office Your Com- 
mittee do not doubt but they will undergo that ftrict 
Enquiry, which the Importance of the Sums expended, and 
the Circumltances of the Cafe feem very particularly to 
require. 

Your Committee cannot, however, conclude this Subject, 
without noticing certain Letters relating to the Subject of Weft 
India Expenditure from Mr. Secretary Dundas to Sir Ralph 
Abercromby, concerning the Eftabliihment of the Foreign 
Corps deltined for the Weft India Service ; alfo refpedting 
the Black Corps to be raifed there ; and alfo fuggefting, that 
the Colonial Troops at Dominica could be victualled at a 
more oeconomical Rate by the Commiffary General than by 
the Governor of the Ifland. 

They have alfo thought it their Duty to notice certain 
Regulations, as belonging to the general Queftion of Ex- 

* Supplement (K.) 
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penditure, contained in a Letter from Lord Sydney, dated 
Auguft 1785. refpecting the reducing within fixed Limits, 
as far as was practicable, certain contingent Expences of the 
Governors of the Wed India Mands, and communicated 
by his Orders to the Governors of St. Vincent's, Dominica, 
Barbadoes, the Leeward Iflands, and Grenada ; they have 
alio received, in purfuance of their general Orders, certain 
Letters from the Duke of Portland to Governor Hamilton* 
and Mr. Prefident Matfon, at Dominica, and the Eal of 
Dunmore and Governor Forbes, at the Bahamas ; tending 
to explain fuch Steps as have been adopted to control fuch 
Part of the Expenditure, during the W ar in the Weft Indies, 
as hastaken place, and been conducted by the Governors of 
thole Iflands, independently of fuch as have been incurred 
under the Superintendence of the Military Commanders, the 
Commiflaries General and of Accounts. 

Toulon and Corsica. 

Your Committee obferve that the Expenditure at Toulon 
and Corfica was conducted, lubject to the Inftructions given 
by the Treaiury, by Mr. John Erikine, as Commiflary Gene- 
ral, and Mr. Martin Petrie, as Commiflary of Accounts. 

Thefe Inftructions to the Commiflary General differ but 
little from thofe already laid before the Houfe, and are, as 
ulual, accompanied by a Letter, fixing the Eftablifhment of 
the Commiftariate, and reftraining all Perfons concerned 
therein from deriving any Profit from their Office in Addition 
to their Salary. The Inftructions to the Commiflary of 
Accounts are in precifely the fame Terms as thofe already 
explained. 

It appears from a Return to the Order of this Committee, 
dated 20th April 1797, that the periodical Tranfmiflions 
from Corfica, directed by thefe Inftructions, have not been 
regularly made $ for which the Commiflary General afligned, 
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his Reafons in a Letter which Your Committee have annexed 
to their Report. It appears alfo from the fame Return, 
that all the Accounts for the Extraordinaries of the Army in 
Corfica and the Mediterranean, properly examined and certified 
by the Commiffary of Accounts on the Spot, were at that 
Time before the Commiffioners for auditing the Public 
Accounts. 

Portugal. 

Your Committee find, from a Letter written to Major 
General Stuart, by Order of the Treafury, December 10, 
1796, that luch Part of the CommhTariate which lerved at 
Toulon and in the Mediterranean, as might be neceffary, 
had received Orders to attend the Army fervingor to lerve in 
Portugal : The fame Letter alfo contained Instructions t» 
General Stuart, as Commanding Officer, for regulating and 
limiting the Expences to be incurred there. 

Cape of. Good Hope. 

Your Committee have laftly to mention the Meafures ta' eh, 
by the Executive Government to regulate and check the 
Expenditure at the Cape ; and they find, that a CommnTaiv 
General '(Mr. J. Pringle) was appointed, acting under In- 
itrudtions fimilar to thole already detailed, to attend His 
Majefty's Army on an Expedition under Major General 
Alurcd Clarke. No Commiliary of Accounts appears to 
have been named for this Army. They further report, that 
I nftruftions were given to Lord Macartney, as Governor at 
the Cape, dated 30th December, 1796, which ftate the op- 
preffive Syftem of Finance prevailing there, and direct him 
to fubftitute in its Place a Mode of Taxation calculated to 
iecure the Convenience, and promote the Profperity of the 
Inhabitants, transmitting full Information as to every Act 
done, to the Commiffioners of the Treafury, with Accounts, 

every 
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£very Six Months, of all Receipts and Payments, and of all 
Particulars neceflary to explain the State of the Revenue, 
the Amount of the Civil Appointments, Fees of Office, and 
the general Commercial State of the Colony. Your Com- 
mittee further remark, that Mr. Secretary Dundas, in his 
Letter to Lord Macartney, dated 7th January, 1797, directs 
the Eftablifhment of a general Fee Fund, to be applied for 
the Support of fixed Salaries in all the Offices of the Colony, 
and nearly according to the Principles repeatedly recom- 
mended and enforced by the Commiffioners appointed by 
Act of Parliament to report the State of the Public Offices 
of this Country. 

Your Committee are fenfible, that in giving to the Houfe 
the Refuit of their Inquiries into the Regulations and Checks 
applied to control this large Head of Expenditure, they have 
been led into a very extenfive Detail, and in fome Cafes they 
fear into a certain Degree of Repetition ; it has been their 
Opinion however, that they could not difcharge their Duty 
with Satisfaction to themielves, or with Juftice to the Houfe, 
or the Parties concerned immediately in the conducting or 
controlling the Expenditure, if they did not either ftate 
ipecially in their Report, or by Reference to their Appendix, 
every Paper (ubmitted to them by the different Offices, in 
purluance of their general Orders, which tended to throw 
Light on a Subject in which the Public are fo peculiarly and 
deeply interefted. 

PAYMASTER GENERAL of the FORCES. 

Your Committee being anxious alfo to give as full and as 
diftinct Information on this important Subject, as it is in their 
Power to procure, have thought it advifeable to refer to the 
Reports of the Commiffioners appointed by Act of Parliament 
to examine the Public Accounts of the Kingdom, with a 
View of afcertaining how far the feveral Principles therein 
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recommended with refpect to Army Accounts, and the Office 
of Paymafter General, have been acted upon, and whether 
the Regulations advifed by them have or have not been 
carried into Effect. 

The Commiflioners, in their Fourth Report, ftate, that 
large Balances of the Public Money had, during a long 
Period of Time, remained in the Hands of the Paymafters 
General out of Office, without any adequate Advantage or 
Convenience to the Public, and recommend that thefe Ba- 
lances mould be called in ; and that there exifted an improper 
Delay in the Settlement of their Accounts, partly ariflng in 
the Pay Office, where the Accounts were made up, and partly 
in the Office of the Auditors of Impreft, where they are 
finally fettled. 

In their Fifth Report, they from various and minute En- 
quiry afcertain, that a larger Balance of the Public Money 
continually remained in the Hands of the Paymafter in Office 
than was neceftaiy to anfwer the Demands of the Public Ser- 
vice ; and, after iuggefting various Forms of Improvement, 
on the Suppofition that the prefent Syftem might continue, 
conclude by ftating, that the whole Evil would be removed, 
" by taking away from the Paymafter General of the Forces 
u the Cuftody of the Public Calh, and placing it in the Bank 
" of England, by which Means (they add) this Treafury will 
" be converted into an Office of mere Account, and the Pay- 
" mafter General, inftead of being the Banker of the Army, 
" will be the Inftrument only through whom the Army Ser- 
" vices are paid, without having the Power of applying the 
" Public Money to any other Purpofes whatever." They 
alfo obferve, that " the Official Books and Papers are, and 
" flioulcl be conlidered as the Property of the Public, and as 
" fuch left and deposited in the Pay Office, for the Ufe and 
" Information of Pofterity." 

The Commiflioners, in their Fifth Report, having inci- 
dentally mentioned the intricate and perplexed Form of the. 
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Army Accounts, in their Ninth enter more fully into that 
Queftion, as being the Caufe of great Delay and Difficulty, 
both in the Office which keeps the Accounts, and in that 
which pafles them. Your Committee feel themfelves under 
the Neceffity of fubmitting to the Houle this Queftion in 
Detail,, being apprehenfive that they could not otherwife 
explain, in an intelligible Manner, either the Nature and 
Object of the Regulations propofed by the Commiffioners, or 
thole adopted by the Legiflature. 

The Commiffioners obfervc, that the Eftablifliment, with 
the King's Regulations and Warrants, is the Inftrument that 
regulates the Pay of the Army ; that at the Period of their 
Enquiry, the Pay of a Regiment was divided in the Efta- 
blifliment into Five Parts: ift. Full Pay of Officers and 
Men. 2d. Allowance to Widows, being the Pay of Two 
Men. 3d. D°. to the Colonel, being the Pay of One Man, 
and the Off-reckoning of Four. 4th— D 9 . to Captains, 
being the Pay of Two Men lor rccru|^rfg, and which Sum 
was carried to the non-effective Fund. 5th. D°. to the 
Agent, being the Pay of One Man. Thefe were called 
Warrant Men. The Captains had an Allowance of the Pay 
of a certain Number of Men called Contingent Men, for the 
Purpofe of repairing the Arms, and for defraying the Pay of 
their Companies. 

In the Pay Office, this Sum, conftituting the full Pay, 
&c. of a Regiment, was divided into Six Parts, according to 
the Eftablifliment, the King's Warrants and Regulations : 
I. Subliftence. 2. Widow's Allowance. 3. Poundage. 
4. Hofpital (Thefe Two laft being Deductions from ttic 
Pay of 15. in the Pound, and one Days Pay for Miicella- 
neous Services and Chelfea Hofpital.) 5. Off-reckonings, 
being the Fund allotted to the Colonel for Cloathing, from 
the Pay of the non-commiffioned Officers and Privates. 
6. Clearings, being the Arrears of Officers, and whatever 
may remain due to the Regiment. 

The 
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The Commiffioners, after pointedly remarking, that they 
did not propofe to alter in any Cafe the Quantum of actual 
Emolument received for Military Service, but that it was 
their Intention, whenever they advifed the Abolition of any 
Fund, to fuggeft the Eftablifhment of another, equal in 
Value, and in Form more convenient for the Public, re- 
commend the Adoption of this general Principle, viz. that 
the Eftablifhment fnould contain the real full Pay of every 
Perfon defcribed therein, and nothing more : And that Five 
feparate Funds, independent of the Eftablifhment, fhould 
be created, viz. i. Cloathing, 2. Recruiting, 3. Widows, 
4. Chelfea, and 5. Mifcellaneous Services, in lieu of thole 
then exifting ; to be balanced Annually at the Pay Office, 
as foon as poffible after the Expiration of the Year, ar.d 
before the Supply for the lubfequent one was voted, as a 
Guide to the Secretary at War, in forming his Eftimates. 
They recommended alfo, that the Regimental Paymaller and 
Surgeon, inftead of being paid by a Deduction from the 
Sublicence of the Non-commiffioned Officers and Privates, 
ihould be provided for in fome more convenient Form, on 
the Eftablifhment ; that Sublicence fliould be iiiued to 
Effectives only, and according to Mufter : that One Fund 
fhould be formed for cloathing the whole Army, to be 
managed by the Cloathing Board, and not by the Colonels 
of Regiments, luch Board confining of a certain Number of 
General Officers chofen Annually by the Board of General 
Officers. " Upon a certain Day, appointed by the Board, 
" the Clothiers produce to them Patterns of the feveral 
" Species of Cloathing. After Examination, thole that are 
«' approved of are foaled with the Seals of Three of the 
" Board, and with the Office Seal, and delivered to the 
'•' Clothiers j after the Cloathing is made up, it is reviewed 
" by one of the Board appointed for that Purpofe, taking 
" Care that no one reviews the Cloathing of his own Regi- 
" ment. Upon the Certificate of the reviewing General, 
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c< that he has found the Cloathing agreeable to the Patterns, 
" the Cloathing Board join to the Colonel's Aflignment their 
" Certificate to the Paymafter General, that the Cloathing 
" has been viewed and approved, and defiring him to pay to 
" the Affignee the Sum mentioned in the Aflignment." — 
The Commiflioners recommend, moreover, as an efiential 
Part of this Plan, that the Colonel lliould receive a liberal 
Equivalent for any Emolument he had derived from this 
Source, by an Increafe to his Subfiftence, or to his Arrears, 
or to both. 

In the Tenth Report of the Commiflioners, they advife, 
that before any Money is advanced to a Public Accountant, 
an Examination fhould be made of the Balance then in his 
Hands, and the Iflue regulated accordingly. There are many 
ufeful Obfervations in this Report ; but on Confideration it 
appears, that mod of them apply more directly to another 
Branch of Inquiry. It muft, however, be noted, that the 
Commiflioners, with a View of faving Expence, and prevent- 
ing unnecefiary Labour, advife, that hereafter the Accounts 
of the Paymafter General fhould be finally palled in the Of- 
fice of the Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, and not in 
that of the Auditors of the Impreft. 

After this Statement, Your Committee next propofe to 
detail to the Houfe fuch Meafures as have been actually 
taken in purfuance of the above feveral Recommendations. — 
And Firft, with refpecl: to Balances in the Hands of Pa;, - 
matters out of Office, they obferve, that an A61 pafled Ihortly 
after the Date of the Fourth Report, directing that £.37 7,788 
ji. -]d. the then Balance in the Hands of the late Paymalters 
General, or their Representatives, fhould be forthwith paid 
into the Exchequer, and that upon fuch Payment the faid 
Paymafters and their Rcprefentatives Ihould be difcharged 
from all Claims in refpeft of fuch Balances. 

With refpedt to Balances in the Hands of Paymafters in 
Office, Your Committee, on referring to the Aft commonly 
Vol. II. K k called 
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called the Pay Office Aft, obferve, that the Paymafter is 
therein directed to addrefs his Memorials to the Treafury, 
praying that Money ma) be lodged for Army Services (fpeci- 
fying the fame) in the Bank of England, to be placed there 
t£ to the Account of the Paymafter General of His Majefty's 
Forces fuch Money to be liable, in the Hands of the Bank, 
to anfwer the Drafts of the Paymafter for Army Services, duly 
fpecified, and not otherwife. 

The Paymafter is also direfted, in his Monthly Memorials 
to the Treafury, to ftate the Balances remaining due to him 
at the Bank on the preceding Month's Account, oftener, if 
required fo to do, together with an Account of all the De- 
mands with which fuch Balances is chargeable ; fuch Balances 
on Death, Refignation, or Removal of any Paymafter, to veft 
in his Succeflbr, and be liable to the fame Demands. 

The Paymafter is alfo therein direfted '* within Twelve 
*' Months after the Accounts enabling the faid Paymafter 
" to complete the hereinafter-mentioned Accounts fhall be 
" received, to make up or caufe to be made up an Annual 
" Account of the Ordinary and Extraordinary Services of 
" the Army, intituled " An Account of the Paymafter Ge- 
" neral of His Majefty's Forces," from the 25th of December 
in each Year to the 24th of December following : the Account 
of the faid Paymafter to be tranfmitted, with the proper 
Vouchers, to the Office of the Auditors of the Impreft : but 
now, by Stat. 25 Geo. III. C. 22. to the Commiffioners for 
auditing the Public Accounts, Two of whom muft be Comp- 
trollers of the Army Accounts. The official Books and Papers 
are alfo declared to belong to the Office of the Paymafter Ge- 
neral, and as fuch to be Public Property. The fame Statute, 
with a View of rendering the Pay of the Army fimple, expedi- 
tious, and intelligible, directs that all Eftimates, Debentures, 
Warrants, and Accounts, belonging to the Army, fhould be 
made out from the 2 5th December in each Year ; and enacts, 
that the Eftabliihment fhould be divided under their feveral 
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Heads of Service; and that the Secretary at War (hould form 
Eftimates of the Charge of Penfions to Officers Widows, 
Cloathing, Agency, and the Allowance to Agents, by the 
Subfiftence of Non-effectives, called Warrant Men, the actual 
Pay of Commiflion, Non-commtffioned Officers, and Privates, 
Allowances to Captains, Paymafters, and Surgeons, and of all 
Expences defrayed by Poundage and One Day's Pay; the 
Paymafter is alio directed to form his Memorials to the 
Treafury for Cloathing, and iflue his Drafts on the Bank in 
refpect thereof, in equal Payments, on the 24th of June and 
the 24th of December in each Year, in Favour of the Perfons 
having regular Alignments from the Colonels, &c. &c. com- 
manding Regiments. 

The fame Statute, for preventing the Iffue from the Ex- 
chequer of more Money than may be wanted for the Purpofes 
of the Act, directs the Secretary at War, from Time to Time, 
to tranfmit to the Office of the Paymafter General an Account 
of the effective, commiffioned, non-commiffioned Officers, 
and Privates, regular and embodied Militia, ferving in Great 
Britain, diftinguifhing each Corps, for which Purpofe the 
Commilfaries are directed to mufter the faid Troops agreeably 
to Terms directed in the Act ; and the Paymafter is directed 
to form his Memorials accordingly. With a View to prevent 
Obfcurity and Confufion in the Accounts, the Secretary at 
War is alfo directed to make Eftimates for recruiting, to be 
tranfmited to the Pay Office for their Information, in lieu of 
providing for this Service by the Subfiftence of Non-effectives. 
The Statute alfo makes Proviilon for the regular Settlement 
of all Accounts belonging to this Service. The Secretary at 
War is alfo directed to make Eftimates of the Expences of 
repaying the Poundage deducted, and alfo diftinctly of the 
feveral Services under the Title of Contingencies, formerly de- 
frayed from the Subfiftence iffued to Non-effectives, and to 
tranfmit the fame to the Paymafter General. The fame Sta- 
tute alfo provides Allowances for the Agents, Colonels of Re- 
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giments, Captains of Foot and of Invalids, to Paymafters and 
Surgeons of Foot, to Paymafters, Surgeons, Riding Mafters, 
and Rough Riders of Dragoons, in lieu of the Allowances de- 
rived from Warrant Men, Contingent Men, the Stoppages 
from the Pay of Privates for Paymafters and Surgeons, and 
from what is termed Grafs ' Money. In order to provide 
for the more regular Settlement of regimental Accounts, the 
Paymafters of every Regiment, either regular or embodied 
Militia, are directed in thefaid Act to tranfmit to the Agent, 
every Two Months, an Account of Subfiftence actually ifTued 
by them to Effectives ; and alio within Three Months, aft'?r 
the 24th of Tunc and the 24th of December in each Year, a 
fpecific Account of the feveral contingent Regimental Ex- 
"pences therein fpecificd, duly examined "and certified by the 
Commanding Officer of each Corps, under the Penalty, on 
Default, of being liable to the Sentence of a general Court 
Martial. The Regimental Agents, on their Part, are alio 
directed to make up and tranfmit the Annual Accounts of 
all Regiments, as well regular as embodied Militia, compictcd 
and duly vouched, to the Secretary at War, and Copies of 
the fame to the Paymafter General, in the following Manner, 
viz. the Accounts of all Regiments ferving in Great Britain, 
within Six Months after the 24th of De:ember in each Year, 
and the Accounts of Regiments ferving Abroad within Two , 
Months after the Receipt of the Material's neceflary, • under 
the Penalty of £.ico for Neglect in each particular Cafe ; 
and the Secretary at War is directed to fettle and tranfmit the 
fame to the Paymafter General within Three Months after 
they have come to his Hands. 

Your Committee, with a Willi of more diftinctly explain- 
ing the Regulations of this Act, have annexed to their Ap- 
pendix " the Eftablifhmcnt of a Regiment of Foot for 365 
" Days, to the 24th of December 1782*," previous to the 
Ad in Queftion, and beg to refer the Houfe to a Paper al- 

* Supplement (A.) 
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ready annexed to their Report, being the Eftabliffimcnt of 
a Regiment of Foot in the Year 1791, fubfequent thereto. 
They alfo fubjoin, with the fame View, an Account of the 
Charges of the Colonel, Field Officers, &c. and Privates, 
as borne upon the Eftablilhment of a Regiment of Foot, 
on the 24th of December 1782, and the 24th of December 
1796 ; alfo a Lilt of the feveral Allowances to the Colonel, 
Field Officers, &c. and Privates, on the 24th of December 
1782, and 24th of December 1796, refpectivcly. 

Upon the whole Matter it appears to your Committee, 
that the feveral Plans propoled by the Commiffioners, ref- 
pedling Balances in the Hands of Paymafters General, both 
in and out of Office, and the Mealures recommended for 
producing a fpeedy and regular Settlement of Army Accounts, 
by introducing a greater Simplicity in their Form, and alfo - 
the Regulations and Checks propofed by them, with a View 
to control the Expenditure, under the Head of Extraordi- 
naries of the Army, have in many Inftances been literally 
followed, and in almoft all virtually, and in fubftance. 

Your Ccmmittee, however, wilh to note one Exception to 
this general Obfervation ; it relates to the whole Cloathing of 
• the Army, which is ftill managed by the refpeftive Colonels 
of Regiments (both Regular and Militia) and not by the 
Means of- a fingle Fund under the Management of the 
Cloathing Board, accompanied by a liberal Indemnity to the 
Colonels, as advifed by the Commiffioners. And Your 
Committee feel it the more neccflary to make this Remark, 
finding by the Evidence of Mr. Greenwood, an Army- 
Agent*, and alfo by a Return from the War Office, that 
the Money for cloathing both Regular and Militia Regiments, 
is iflued not to Effectives only, and according to Mutter, but 
for the Numbers on the Eftablilhment of the Regiment. 

Your Committee further report, that the Cloathing for the 
Militia Regiments is not fubjed to the Infpeftion of the 
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Cloathing Board, or of any Board whatever, before the fame 
is delivered to the Regiments ; and they venture to fuggeft, 
that no Reaibn has occurred to them why this Part of the 
Public Expenditure fliould not be liable to the fame Infpec- 
tion and Control as is applied to a Cafe which appears to 
them, at leaft whilft the Militia is embodied, to be nearly 
fimilar. 

2 . Your Committee now proceed to lay before the Houfe 
fuch Opinions as they have been enabled to form on the 
the further Queftion fubmitted to their Confideration, namely, 
" How far the above Regulations and Checks have been 
" effectual." 

SECRETARY AT WAR. 

Under this Head, no Reafons occur to Your Committee 
why the Regulations and Checks applied to control the 
Public Expenditure, may not be confidered as being finally 
effectual for this Purpofe : The Authority which originally 
directs and limits a confiderable Part thereof, namely, the 
Eftablifhment of the feveral Regiments, is clear and explicit ; 
and the incidental Charges connected with the Eftablifhment 
(making a Second general Head of the Expences controlled 
in this Office) are of Daily Occurrence, and capable of being 
eafily checked by the Secretary at War, aflifted by the 
Examiner of the Army Accounts. 

Your Committee, however, think themfelves juftified in 
ftating, that it appears (as will be particularly detailed here- 
after) that the feveral Regimental Accounts are delivered into 
this Office at irregular Periods, and in fome Cafes veiy remote 
from the Time when the Expences were incurred, and that 
it is poflible that the Public may fuftain fome Rifle from this 
Circumftance. 

COMP- 
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COMPTROLLERS of the ARMY ACCOUNTS. 

Your Committee next proceed to offer fome Remarks on 
the Efficacy of the Mealures adopted, by the Means of thefe 
Officers, to check the Public Expenditure ; and in Explana- 
tion thereof they beg to refer particularly to the official Com- 
munication which they have received on this Subject. It 
appears from thence, that in the Judgment of the prefent 
Comptrollers, the Mode of Check and Regulation applied 
to control the Extraordinaries of the Army incurred at 
Home, and thofe arifing from the Bills of Governors for 
ordinary and contingent Expences Abroad, and the Pay on 
Subfidies of Foreign Troops, are in certain Cafes fully effec- 
tual, and in others as much fo as the Nature of the feveral 
Cafes admit of, with the Two following poffible Exceptions ; 
viz. the Expenditure arifing from the Delivery of Forage to 
non-effective Horfes, or paying Money in lieu thereof, which 
(they ftate) notwithstanding the moft careful Regulations 
hitherto eftablifhed by the Comptrollers, and the utmoft 
Vigilance of the fuperintending Officers, have poffibly not 
been completely effectual. 2dly, On the Bills of the Apothe- 
cary General, the Comptrollers remark, that the Regulations 
to check this Expenditure feem to be effectual, unlefs it 
might be thought necelfary to require, as a further Voucher, 
the actual Receipt of the feveral Articles by the Perfons, and 
for the Ufe of the Regiments and Hofpitals for which they 
were ordered, and to whom they were addreffed ; as the 
Certificates annexed to the Bill only afcertain that the Secre- 
tary at War is fatisfied that the Articles had been forwarded 
to their refpeftive Destinations, according to the Directions 
from Time to Time given to the Apothecary General. 

On the remaining Head of Expenditure, arifing from the 
Service of active Armies Abroad, Your Committee are by- 
no Means prepared to fay, that the Regulations and Checks 
applied to control the fame have been effectual ; nor do they 

think 
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think themfelves juftified in reporting the contrary ; efpecially 
as many of the Accounts relating thereto either are at prefent, 
or in future muft be in due Courfe fubmitted to the Exami- 
nation of the proper Officers : they cannot avoid, however, 
remarking, that it will be the peculiar Duty of the Executive 
Government to ufe every poffible Exertion to enfure a ftrict 
and vigilant Examination into the Accounts of- the whole 
Expenditure, into the Conduct of the. Perfons concerned 
therein, and into all Tranfactions connected therewith : Such 
an Examination may furnifh the Means of correcting and 
reducing the Amount of the prefent Expcnces, by procuring 
Re-payments in Cafes where they may appear to be due; and 
the Exertion of due Attention and Vigour in the prefent In- 
ilance, may in rtfelf produce the molt llilutary Confequences 
hereafter, in Cafe any Neceffity mould involve us in Circum- 
ftances that may lead to Expences of the fame Nature. 

PAYMASTER GENERAL OF THE FORCES. 

It does not appear to Your Committee, that the Paymafter 
General has any attive Control over the Public Expenditure, 
it being his Duty to make Payments minifterially, and with- 
out Difcretion, in purfuance of the Warrants directed to him 
by the Secretary at War, or the Treafury, or by both, as the 
Cafe may be, or in Payment of the Drafts of the Deputy Pay- 
mafters Abroad, for the ordinary Services of the Army. The 
Pay Office mull therefore be looked upon as an Office of mere 
Account ; and as affecting the Public Expenditure only fo 
far as it performs its Duty, as an Office of Account, with 
Expedition and Regularity. 

Your Committee, confidering the preceding Meafures with 
a View merely to their Effect, in producing a regular and 
expeditious Settlement of the Army Accounts, feel them* 
ielves obliged to declare that they have not been effectual.— 
In the firft Place, they refer the Houfe to a Paper received 
by them from the Pay Office, which ftates, " that there 

" have 
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*« have been Four Accounts of the Paymafter General deli- 
ci vered at the Office fof Auditing the Public Accounts, 
" from 24th April 1782, to 24th December 1785, but it 
" does not appear that thefe Accounts are fettled by the 
tc Comnfiflioners for Auditing the Public Accounts." 

As it is not the Object of this particular Report to make 
Inquiries refpecting any Office beyond thofe already men- 
tioned, Your Committee forbear to make any Remark on this 
Return, other than that it appears by direct Inference, that 
no Accounts have been delivered by the Pay Office to the 
Commiffioners for Auditing the Public Accounts fince the 
24th of December 1785, being a Period of upwards of Eleven 
Years ; and as the Whole of the Ordinary and Extraordinary 
Expences of the Army are paid either directly by the Pay- 
mafter, or indirectly through his Sub-accountants, it is ob- 
vious that the Sum not finally accounted for by the Pay Of- 
fice muft be of an enormous Extent. Your Committee muft 
however remark, that it appears from the Whole of the fore- 
going Part of this Report, that every Article contained in 
this large Sum muft, in the ordinary Courfe of Bufinefs, and 
by the various Means detailed, have undergone an Exami- 
nation before the Warrants could be granted directing its 
Payment, namely, either by the Examiner of the Army Ac- 
counts, or by the Comptrollers, or by the Commiuaries of 
Accounts Abroad ; or, when defrayed by Bills drawn on the 
Trealury, it muft have been examined in the Office of the 
Secretary of State, or in the Department having Cognizance 
of the particular Expence incurred. 

It muft alfo be obferved, that the Delay in bringing for- 
ward the Accounts of the Paymafter General, does not retard: 
the final Examination of the Accounts of all Perfons (who, 
by receiving Money from him, become his Sub-accountants) 
before the Commiffioners for Auditing the Public Accounts, 
as Your Committee find it enacted, " That the Paymafter 
" General, &c. &c. who fliall hereafter pay into the Hands 
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" of any Perfon or Perfons whomfoever, Money for Public 
" Services by Way of Impreft or on Account, fhall, within 
" Thirty Days of the 31ft of December in every Year, tranf- 
" mit an Account of all Sums of Money iffued or paid by 
" him to any Perfon or Perfons for the Public Service, within 
" the preceding Year, to the Commiffioners to be appointed 
" under the Authority of this Act, who fhall, and they are 
" hereby required forthwith to tranfmit Duplicates of the 
" fame to His Majefty's Remembrancer in the Court of Ex- 
chequer,, who fhall, immediately on Receipt of fuch Ac- 
" counts, put the Sums fo iffued in charge againft the Par- 
" ties, in like Manner as is now practiced with refpect to 
" Perfons who receive Money by Way of Impreft and on 
" Account at the Receipt of His Majefty's Exchequer." 

Your Committee obferve, that the Sum paid for Army 
Services by Perfons who become liable to account, under the 
above Statute, for Money received to defray Army Services, 
muft bear a confiderable Proportion to the whole Sum con- 
tained in the Accounts of the Paymafter General, as the fe- 
veral Inftruc~rions given to the CommilTaries General ferving 
with the Armies Abroad prove, that all the Sums paid on 
account of the Ordinary and Extraordinary Services of the 
Army, pafs through the Hands of the Deputy Paymafter 
General. 

It will appear to the Houfe, on referring to the Regula- 
tions contained in the Pay Office Act, that the Materials and 
Documents which compole a confiderable Part of the Account 
of the Paymafter General, originate from Perfons over whofe 
Conduct he has no Control, and that there is a regular Line 
of Succeffion in preparing them from the Regimental Pay- 
mafter to the Agent, and from the Agent to the Secretary at 
War, who finally delivers them at the -Pay Office. Thefe 
feveral Accounts and Documents, being diredted by the Aft 
to be delivered in Succeffion at certain Periods, Your Com- 
mittee have conceived it to be a Part of their Duty to en- 
*■ ' • * quire 
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quire how far the Directions of the Act. have been complied 
with. 

1 ft, The Regimental Paymafters, being directed by the 
faid Act to tranfmit their Accounts of Subliftence, &c. paid 
by them to Effectives, every Two Months to the Agent, and 
of certain contingent F.xpences within Three Months after 
the 24th of June and the 24th of December in each Year, 
Your Committee have examined Mr. Greenwood, an Army 
Agent, from whofe Evidence it appears, that within his Ex- 
perience, the Regimental Paymafters, whether ferving Abroad 
or at Home, have not, generally lpeaking, tranfmitted their 
Accounts within the Period fixed by the Pay Office Act. — 
Your Committee will have Occafion to notice this Part of 
the Subject more fully at a fubfequent Part of their Report. 

2dly, The next Deicription ot Perfons in the Succeffion, 
whofe Conduct is regulated by the Pay Office Act, are the 
Regimental Agents, who are therein directed to tranfmit 
their Accounts ot all regular Regiments ferving in Great 
Britain, and of the embodied Militia, to the Secretary at 
War, within Six Months after the 24th of December in each 
Year ; Your Committee, in this Inftance (without noticing 
the Accounts of Regiments ferving Abroad, which are alfo 
lubjeel to pofitive Regulations, when the Agents have received 
the neceflary Documents relating to them) repeat the Obfer- 
vation contained in their Third Report, that at the Period 
therein alluded to, " out of One Hundred and Ninety-eight 
" Accounts of this Defcription, only Fourteen had been de- 
" livered within the Period prefcribed by a pofitive Law." 

3dly, The remaining Office through which the Regimental 
Accounts pafs, on their Way to the Paymafter General, is 
that of the Secretaty at War, who by the Pay Office Act, is 
directed " to examine and fettle, or caufe to be examined 
" and fettled, the aforefaid Annual Accounts, and to tranf- 
" mit the fame, together with Certificates of the feveral 
" Charges allowed in the fame Accounts, and the Balance of 
" the fame, within Three Months after the Receipt of the 
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" faid Accounts refpeftively, to the Office of the Paymafter 
« Gene.ul of His Majefty's Land Forces." 

Your Committee, again referring to a Paper annexed to 
their Third Report, and confining themfelves, as in the for- 
mer Inftance, to the Cafe of Regiments who have ferved. in 
Great Britain during the whole War, obferve, that out of 
149 Accounts received by the Secretary at War, 89 have 
been, and 60 have not been examined and fettled witbin the 
Period fixed by the Act, viz. 

Accounts of the Year 1793 " '" 4 

1794 - - 26 

1795 " " 30 

...... . , 60 

Your Committee having proceeded fo far in their Enquiry 
into the prefent State of the Army Accounts, have relt it im- 
poffible not to enter into a further Examination of the Quef- 
tion j and have called on the Pay Office to inform them, 
what are the particular Accounts wanting, and which are de- 
lcribed in the Pay Office Act, as enabling the Paymafter Ge- 
neral to make up the Annual Accounts, directed to be tranf- 
mitted by him to the Auditors ; and they find that f if the 
<l Regimental Accounts were fettled, and the Clearing War- 
" rants delivered, his Accounts would be retarded by no other 
" Circumftance." 

Your Committee have obtained Two Papers from the 
Pay Office on this Subject ; and they obferve, that in the 
Firft Lift the Number of Regimental Accounts not made up 
(Debenture Warrants not being received at the Pay Office) 
is, in the Years 1782 and 1783, Twenty-feven. 

From 1784 to 1789, both inclufive, the Regimental Ac- 
counts are made up (Debenture Warrants being received) 
but fome (included in the Second Lift) are not fettled, i. e. 
the Clearing Warrants are not received at the Pay Office. 

In 
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In the Years 1790, 1791, 1792, 1793, 1794, the Number 
of Regiments whole Annual Accounts are not made up, 
Debenture W arrants not being received at the Pay Office, is 
Sixty-four, to which Number mull be added the Annual 
Accounts of all Regular and Fenciblc Regiments in Pay 
during the Years 1793, i794» and 1795, with the Exception 
of Thirty Regular and Six Fencible Regiments, whofe Ac- 
counts are made up. 

It further appears to Your Committee, that in the Second 
Lift, the Number of Regiments, from 1782 to 1795, both 
inclufive, whofe Accounts are made up, (Debenture War- 
rants having been received at the Pay Office) but not fettled 
by the refpeftive Agents (i. e. the Clearing Warrants not being 
delivered at the Pay Office) is Three Hundred and Eight. 

Your Committee, defirous of giving the Houfe all the In- 
formation in their Power on the Effect of the above Evi- 
dence, as applied to tire prefen't Queftion, and which can 
only appear by an Explanation of the Forms in which this 
Bufinefs is officially conducted, refer to certain Papers already 
alluded to, and annexed to their Appendix* ; from which it 
appears, that after the Account of a Regiment is made up 
by the Agents, and examined at the War Office, the Deben- 
ture Warrant is addrefled by the Secretary at War to the 
Paymafter General, which flates the Amount of the Charges 
allowed to be due to the Regiment, and directs him to make 
out a Debenture complete for the Regiment, being an Ac- 
count of what is due to it, both under the Authority of the 
Eftablilhment and for contingent Services allowed. This 
Debenture Warrant is accompanied by a State of Charges, 
which is an Account in Four Columns, the Two Firft of 
which ftate feverally " the Sums expended or due," and the 
" Sums received ;" the Two latter ftate what is " received 
!i over," or " received fhort," under each Head of Service. 
The Account being balanced, the Statement of the Sums 

* See Appendix (A. 2, 3, 4, &c.) War Office, Fol. Edit. 
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expended or due is certified and figned by the Secretary at 
War. On the Receipt of this Warrant at the Pay Office, 
the Debenture is made out, founded on the Statement deli- 
vered to them, and being tranfmitted by the Pay Office to 
the Secretary at War, the Clearing Warrant under the King's 
Sign Manual is iflued, counteriigned by the Secretary at 
War and Three Lords of the Tieafury, which directs the 
final Payment of the Account by the Paymafter General 
(where Money is due to the Regiment) and is among his 
Vouchers before the Commimoners for auditing the Public 
Accounts. 

It appears, therefore, that the Regimental Accounts con- 
tained in the Firft Lift have not been examined and fettled 
at the War Office, lb far as to enable the Secretary at War 
to frame the State of Charges, and iflue the Debenture 
Warrant ; and that in the Second Lift, this Examination 
and Settlement has taken place ; but that the Clearing Ac- 
counts, if delivered to the Perfons entitled to receive them, 
have not been tranfmitted by the Perlbn in whole Pofleffion 
they are to the Paymaft:r General. 

It is, however, from both Cafes perfectly clear, that the 
Paymafter General has not, from the Year J782 to the Year 
1795, both incluiive, received the complete Accounts, 
enabling him to make up his Annual Accounts, as directed 
by the Pay Office Act. 

It is ftated to Your Committee, " that the Paymafter 
" General's Accounts are never delivered to the Auditors in a 
" complete State, nor with all the neceflary Vouchers. The 
" Accounts are made up as nearly complete as they will at 
" the Time of Delivery admit of ; and the Auditor's Office 
" receives them in that State," But Your Committee think 
it their Duty to obferve, that it is alfo reprefented, " that 
" the Accounts for the Year 1783 have not been yet elbfed 
" by the Auditors; and that, it being their Practice not to 
" begin a fubfequent Year before they had concluded the 

antecedent 
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* f antecedent one, even if the Accounts for Years fubfequent 
" to 1785 had been delivered from the Pay Office, no further 
" Progrefs would have been made towards their final Settle- 
" ment than has been made at prefent." 

Your Committee have received certain Obfervations from 
the War Office on both Lifts of the Regimental Accounts 
above detailed, which are contained in the Appendix, and 
to which they refer the Houfe. 

Your Committee being defirous of afcertaining whether 
any, or what Part of the Delay in bringing forward the 
Regimental Accounts has arilen from the Regulations of the 
Pay Office Aft, have propofed certain Queftions to Mr. 
Greenwood, who is Agent to a very confiderable Proportion 
of the Army ; and from his Evidence it appears : That the 
Paymafters of Regiments ierving Abroad have, in iome In- 
ftances, tranfmitted their Accounts regularly, within the 
limited Periods, to the Regimental Agents ; but that, 
generally fpeaking, the Fact has been otherwile. In fome 
Inftances, no Accounts have been received fince 1793. 
That there are feveral Caufes for this Irregularity : iff. The 
Regimental Paymafters are generally Commiffioned Officers, 
and confequently have other Duties ; 2dly, Parts of Regi- 
ments are frequently detached ; and, 3dly, The Nature of 
the particular Service of the Regiment may occafionally 
produce Irregularity. Mr. Greenwood, however, thinks the 
Period allotted by the Act to Regimental Paymafters fufficient 
except the Two latter Caufes of Delay fhould occur. 

As to the Paymafter at Home, Mr. Greenwood thinks, 
that in the Firft Inftance, the Accounts are in moft Cafes 
tranfmitted regularly, but are frequently returned on Account 
of Inaccuracies arifing from the perplexed Nature of the 
Account, occafioned by the feveral late Allowances. Subject 
to this Obfervation, it appears, that Mr. Greenwood thinks 
that the Period given to Regimental Paymafters at Home, 
by the Act, is fufficient. 

With 
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With refpeft to the Time given to Agents, for the making 
up their Accounts, Mr. Greenwood thinks it fufficient, pro- 
vided they are furnifhed with their Materials by the Regi- 
mental Paymafters in due Seafon. He makes however one 
Exception to this Opinion, in the Cafe of Regiments ferving 
Abroad. 

It further appears, from the Return of the War Office, 
annexed to this Report, that, fuppoling the Accounts duly 
and regularly made up by the Agents, the Time allowed by 
the Act for their Examination and Settlement at the War 
Office is fufficient. 

Your Committee, in Conclufion, wifh to notice One 
Effect, which is a neceflary Confequence of the Delay and 
Irregularity which has taken place in the Examination and 
Settlement of the feveral Regimental Accounts, viz. That it 
produces a correfpondent Delay and Irregularity as to the 
Time when the Arrears of Military Officers can be paid. 
At prefent indeed this Obfervation applies only to the Cafe 
of Officers holding a Rank fuperior to that of a Subaltern ; 
with refpeft to whom it appears, from the Evidence ftated 
by Your Committee in their Third Report, that their Arrears 
cannot be paid till the Accounts of the Year to which they 
belong are examined and fettled. And it is clear, therefore, 
that the Time when fuch Arrears can be received muft,. 
under the Practice which has been above ftated, not' only be 
diftant, but uncertain. It is ftated indeed, by a Return 
from the War Office, that the prefent Arrear of Bufinefs will 
be got rid of by extraordinary Exertion. 

Your Committee, on a Confideration of the whole Cir- 
cuinftances, cannot but exprefs an Opinion, that, if it be 1 
deemed neceflary for the Security of the Public, to continue 
this Form of Payment, Meafures fliould be taken for the 
punctual Difcharge of all Arrears at fixed Periods, as every 
Military Officer will then receive a Degree of Benefit from a 

Payment 
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Payment fo concluded, which he never can derive from the 
prefent uncertain and irregular Iifue* 

§ 2. Your Committee proceed to their next general Head 
of Enquiry, namely, what Increafe or Diminution has taken 
place fince the Year 1782, in the Number or Amount of the 
Salaries and Emoluments of the Offices of the Secretary at 
War, the Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, and the 
Paymafter General of His Majefty's Forces. 

SECRETARY AT WAR. 

The Eftablifhment of the War Office, at Chriftmas, 1782, 
conlifted of The Secretary and Deputy Secretary at War, a 
Firlt Clerk, and Two Principal Clerks, with Five other 
Clerks or Officers prefiding over certain Departments in the 
Office. The Salaries of the above Officers, independent of 
Emoluments, in 1782, amounted to £.4,063. 14s. The 
Eftablifhment at Chriftmas 1796, confifted of the Secretary 
and Deputy Secretary at War, a Firft Clerk, and Three 
Principal Clerks, and Eight Perfons, or their Affiftants, 
placed at the Head of different Departments of the Office, 
whole feveral Duties are defcribed in a Paper annexed to this 
Report. It appears, therefore, that in Point of the Number 
of Perfons receiving Salaries, there has been an Increale of 
Four, being One Principal Clerk, Two Affiftants to the 
" Examiner of the Army Accounts," and the " Examiner 
" of Army Mufter Rolls," being a new Department, and 
arifing trom the Regulations contained in the Pay Office Ad. 

The Amount of the Salaries of thefe Officers (independent 

of Emoluments) at Chriftmas 1796, was - £-S>99 1 12 

the Amount ftated at Chriftmas 1782 - 4,063 14 

t » — — 

the Total Increafe of Salaries was therefore - £.1,927 18 
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On referring to the Returns made upon this Subject, the 
Particulars of this Increafe appear to be as follows : 

Increafe of Salary to Deputy Secretary - - £-S°° ° 

D° - - - to Examiner of Army Accounts 300 o 

Salary of an Affiftant to D Q - - j£-40o7 720 0 

D° - to another - 320 J 

Increafe to the Clerk for the Entry of Commiffions 118 12 

D 9 - to the Clerk for the Accounts cf Deferters 49 o 

D° - to the Clerk for Widows Penfions - 114 8 

The Salary to the Examiner of Army Mufler Rolls 200 o 

£.2,002 o 

Deduct a Decreafe in Salaries of Principal Clerks,viz. 74 2 

The Total of the actual Increafe is therefore - £-1,927 18 



Befides this Increafe it appears that the Number of other 
Clerks at the War Office, in 1782, was Twelve; that the 
Total of their Salaries then was £.1,190. 13J. But that the 
Number of other Clerks, in 1796, was Twenty-one j and 
that the Total of their Salaries was £.1,810. The Increafe 
therefore of Perfons of this Defcription, fince 1782, has 
been Nine, and in the Total of their Salaries, £-619. 7s. 

The Number of retired Clerks, in 1782, was Two, and 
their Salaries, £.400 : The Number of retired Clerks, in 
1796, was Four, and their Salaries, £.455. is. making the 
Increafe in Number of retired Clerks Two, and the Total 
of the Increafe of their Salaries £.55. zs. 

Your Committee having remarked, that in the Paper 
containing an Account of the leveral Duties of the Clerks and 
Officers at the War Office, there is a diftinft Column entitled 
" Emoluments," and rinding by a Note at the End of that 
Paper, that certain Perfons belonging to the Office are paid 
both by a Salary and by an eftablifhed Proportion of the 
Fees paid to the Office j and that the Sum fet oppofite the 

* Name 
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Name of each Officer ftates the Amount received by him 
under the Head of Salary and Fees taken together, and is 
calculated on an Average ot Fifteen Years ; they proceeded 
to call for a Statement of the Authority by which the faid 
Fees have been demanded*, and a Schedule, afcertaining 
the Sum paid on each Inftrument or Occalion, and an Ac- 
count of the Application thereof. Upon this SubjecT: it 
appears, " that no Document is to be found at the War 
u Office, authorizing the feveral and refpedtive Fees which 
" may be demanded therein ; nor does any Officer now be- 
" longing to the Department, or retired therefrom, know of 
" any Orders having been given on the Subjeft : That the 
" Fees have been conftantly the fame, within the Recollec- 
" tion of the Perfons whole Duty it has been to collect them, 
" and they fpeak from their own Experience during the lad 
" Thirty-fix Years, and declare, that they have ftrictly and 
" uniformly adhered to the fame Rules in demanding them, 
" as they underftood to have been obferved by the Officers 
" who preceded them in the Colleclion." 

A Schedule of the Fees paid at the War Office, and a 
Paper defcribing the Application thereof -f , are annexed to 
this Report ; from which it appears, that (with the Exception 
of an occafional Arrangement made in Favour of Two retired 
Principal Clerks) they have been exclufively paid in certain 
Proportions to the following Clerks and Officers : 1, Deputy 
Secretary at War ; 2, Firft Clerk ; 3, Principal Clerk ; 4, 
D 9 ; 5, D° ; 6, Clerk for Entry of Commiffions; 7, Clerk 
for Accounts of Deferters ; 8, Clerk for Bufinefs of Widows 
Penfions ; 9, Examiner of Army Accounts ; 10, Affiftant to 
the Examiner of Army Accounts. And, with a View of 
collecting more accurate Information on this Queftion, Your 
Committee alfo required an Account of all Fees received at 
the War Office, during the Years 1792 and 1796 (being ref- 



* Supplement (N.) t Supplement (O.) 

M m 2 pedlively 



e68 NINETEENTH REPORT: 



peclively Periods of Peace and War) with the Diftribution 
thereof ; whereby it appears, that the Amount received and 
diftributed, was in the Year 1792, £.4,997. 35. 4^.; in the 
Year 1796, £.42,731. 11s. lid. The Total of the Salaries 
in the Year 1796, was £.8,559. 4 s - which together with the 
Fees above ftated, makes the Sum of £.51,21,0. 15s. nd. 
of which there was paid by the Public, £.46,127. js. 3d. 
and by Individuals, £.5,163. 8s. 8d. fubject to Deductions 
of £.5 2, for Taxes leaving the Total Net Receipt, A 0 1796, 
£.51,238. 15s. i\d. 

The above Facts having particularly excited the Attention 
of Your Committee, they have annexed to their Report a 
Table, dating the Receipt of the above-mentioned Officers 
and Clerks, on an Average, from 1782 to 1796, both inclu- 
five, confifting of Salaries and Fees blended together, and 
alfo containing an Account of the Salaries and Fees (-diftin- 
guilhing each) received by the fame Officers and Clerks, 
A 0 1796, including alfo the Salaries and Fees allotted to Two 
retired Principal Clerks. ■ With rcfpecr. to the Emoluments 
which appear to have been received by the retired Clerks, 
Your Committee beg Leave to refer the Houfe to a Letter 
from Mr. Lewis, the Under Secretary at War, in which the 
Claims of thefe Gentlemen, to Public Remuneration, are 
ftated. And they have annexed to this Report, an Account 
of Emoluments not arifing from Places in the War Office, 
but received by Officers belonging to this Department, 
amounting in the Whole to £.4,611. 65. and the Pay of 
Nathaniel Brunton, Efq. as Captain in the Navy, and Geo. 
V. Hart, Efq'. as Second Lieutenant Colonel in the 75th 
Regiment of Foot. 

COMPTROLLERS OF ARMY ACCOUNTS. 

The Number of Salaries eftablilhed at this Office, May 
8th, 1 791, was Nine, and the Total Net Amount thereof, 

confifting 
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tonfifling both of Salaries and Emoluments, including £.20 
per Annum paid to One fuperannuated Officer, 
was - £.4,331 2 8 

The Salaries being - £.1,639 9 11 
The Emoluments - 2,691 12 9 

2 3 



All the Emoluments belonging to the Office, confifting of 
certain Fees and Gratuities paid to the feveral Clerks and 
Officers, were abolifhed in the Year 1783, and fixed Salaries 
were fubftituted in lieu of the Payments made by Salaries and 
Emoluments jointly. 

The Number of diftincl Salaries, in 1797, appears to be 
Thirteen, being an Increafe of Four. And the Amount of 
the Salaries paid in 1797 is £.4,470, being an Increafe beyond 
the former Eftabliiliment, confifting of Salaries and Emolu- 
ments, of £.138. 17*. \d. or if the Allowance to the 
fuperannuated Officer of £.20 per Ann. be not confideredas 
belonging to the Eftablilbment, of £.158. 175. 4^. 

Your Committee further report, that by Stat. 25 Geo. 3. 
C. 52. the Comptrollers of the Army Accounts have been, 
in virtue of that Office, named among the Number of the 
Commiffioners for Auditing the Public Accounts ; in virtue 
of which Appointment they receive each a Salary of £".500 
per Annum, in Addition to the Sum of £.1,000 per Ann. 
they are entitled to as Comptrollers. They are alfo, in virtue 
of their Office, Members of the Board for the Management 
of the Affairs of Chelfea Hofpital ; for their Services, Pains, 
and Labour in which Department they receive no Salary or 
Emolument whatever. The Secretary to the Board attends 
the General Officers who compofe the Cloathing Board, in 
Capacity of Secretary to that Board like wife, but for this 
Service he receives no additional Salary or Emolument what- 
ever. 
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PAYMASTER GENERAL OF THE FORCES. 

Your Committee find, from a Return made to their Order 
by the Pay Office, that the Eftablifhment, previous to the 
Act of the 23d of His prefent Majefty, confifted of the 
Paymafter and Deputy Paymafter General, Cafhier, and other 
Clerks and Officers, making in the whole Eight ; that there 
were alio ' Eight Junior Clerks employed, with an Office 
Keeper, Two Meilengers, and a Houfekeeper, being in the 
whole Twenty. It appears alio, that there were Nine Deputy 
Paymafters Abroad, Six of whom were employed on a Salary 
of 30^. per Diem, and Three at £.3 per Diem each. 

The Net Receipt of the whole Eftablilhment of the Payr 
mafter General, his Officers and Clerks (exclufive of the Salary 
paid to the Deputy Paymafters Abroad) was £.16,973 1 8 
Payments to Deputy Paymafters Abroad - 6,588 o o 

£.23,561 1 8 

of which £.11,573. 195. id. confifted of Fees and Gratuities 
paid to certain Officers exclufively. 

Your Committee have called for a Return, ftating what 
Alterations took place in purfuance of the Pay Office Acl, 
and find, that at prefent no Fees, Perquifites, or Gratuities, 
are taken in the Pay Office of the Army ; and that the 
Eftablifhment made immediately on the pafling the Acl, 
confifted of the Paymafter and Deputy Paymafter General, 
and Six Principal Clerks and Officers, making in the whole 
Eight i and alfo of Eight Junior Clerks, a Storekeeper, Two 
Meilengers, and a Houfekeeper, the Net Salaries of whom, 
amounted to £. 1 1, coo. Since that Period there has been 
an Addition of Two Clerks, and Increafe of Salary to Two 
others as Afliftants in the Departments of the Accountant 
and Cafhier; the Increafe in point of Salary being £.340. 
The Total thereof, independently of the Salaries of the De- 
puty 
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puty Paymafters Abroad, is £.11,340, being a Decreafe in 
the whole Emoluments of the Office, in Comparifon with 
the Receipt before the Pay Office Aft, of £.5, 633. is. 8d. 
Your Committee alfo beg Leave to remind the Houfe, that 
by the Pay Office Ac~V, the Paymafter General was deprived 
of any Profit that might accrue from the Cuftody of the 
Public Money. 

The prefent Annual Amount of the Salaries to Deputy 
Paymafters (exclufive of thofe named in the Return, and 
whoie Appointments have ceafed) is £.5,205, being a De- 
creafe in Salaries to Deputy Paymafters of - £-1,383 o o 

Decreafe on the Eftablifhment - - 5563318 

Total of the Decreafe in this Office - £.7,016 1 8 



The Total Amount of what the Officers on this Eftablifh- 
ment receive from other Departments of Government is 
£.2,576. 3J. %d. the Particulars of which are contained in 
a Paper annexed to the Appendix. 

§ 3. The laft Queftion for the Confederation of Your 
Committee is, Whether any, and what further Mcafures can 
be adopted for reducing the Expenditure, or diminifhing the 
total Amount of Salaries and Emoluments in thefe Offices, 
without Detriment to the Public Service. 

SECRETARY AT WAR. 

Your Committee having received a confiderable Impreflion 
f.om the Statement laid before them, refpe&ing the Fees 
received in the War Office, have thought it advifeable to 
refer to the Reports of the Commiffioners of Accounts, and 
of Enquiry, to afcertain whether any Principle has been 
recommended by their Authority, which might apply to the 
prefent Cafe. They find, that the Commiffioners of Accounts, 

fpeakmg 
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fpeaking of certain Offices in the Exchequer, declare, " We 
" are of Opinion, that in the Place of all thefe Salaries, Fees, 
" and Gratuities, there fhould be fubftituted and annexed to 
" thefe Offices, of whatever Rank or Denomination, One 
" certain Salary, paid to the Officer by the Public, Quar- 
" terly, and free of all Deductions ; this Salary lhould be 
** an ample Compentation for the Service required, and the 
" Quantum eftimated by the various Qualifications and Cir- 
" cumftances necetiary for the Execution, and which together 
" form the Title to the Reward." 

The Commiffioners of Enquiry, in their Firft Report 
concerning the Offices of the Secretaries of State, fay, " We 
" are of Opinion, that the whole Fees and Gratuities received 
** in thefe Offices, &x. fhould conftitute One General Fund 
" in the Hands of the Chief Clerk of each Office, towards 
" defraying the Expence of the Office, and that the Salaries 
" of the Under Secretaries, Clerks, and other Officers, 
" together with every other attendant Expence, be paid 
" thereout Quarterly, as far as the faid Fund will produce." 

In thole and in other Offices, the Plan fo recommended 
has been fince carried into Execution ; and it appears to Your 
Committee, that the Eftablifhment of fixed and certain 
Salaries, to be defrayed out of a general Fee Fund, as far 
as the faid Fund will produce, is particularly defirable in the 
preient Instance ; and they do, on full Consideration, re- 
commend the Adoption of fuch a Meafure, on fuch a Scale 
as may afford liberal and ample Reward to the Under Secre- 
tary, Clerks, and Officers of the War Office, proportioned 
to the Trufl feverally repoled in them ; to their perfonal 
Labour ; and their Ability to promote the Public Service, 
by a faithful and active Difcharge of the Duties of their ref- 
pecfive Offices. 

Your Committee having made this general Remark on the 
Amount of the Salaries and Emoluments which have been 
received at the War Office, beg to obferve, that, confidering 

the 
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the heavy Preflure of the Public Bufinefs there (and, they 
may add, its great Arrear) they cannot recommend any 
Diminution at prefent of the Number of Perfons receiving 
Salaries, without Detriment to the Public Service. 

Your Committee further wifh to exprefs their Concurrence 
in the general Principle of giving Perfons, who have retired 
through Age or Infirmities, a liberal Compenfation for their 
pad Services ; but they are of Opinion that this Compenfa- 
tion ought to be limited in its Extent, and given in Confor- 
mity with thofe Regulations which they have thought it their 
Duty to propofe refpefting the future Application of the 
Fees paid at the War Office. 

COMPTROLLERS OF ARMY ACCOUNTS. 

Your Committee have already fuggefted, that poffibly 
further Meafures may be neceffary for reducing the Expen- 
diture arifing from the Delivery of Forage to Non-effedtive 
Horles ; and for checking the Expenditure in the Department 
of the Apothecary General ; and moft efpecially, that a ftrict 
and vigilant Examination fhould be made into the Accounts 
and Conduct of all Perfons connected with the Expenditure 
arifing from the Service of active Armies Abroad. They 
have only to add, with relpecl to the particular Eftablifhment 
of this Office, that in their Opinion, no " Meafures can at. 
" prefent be adopted for diminifhing the Total Amount of 
" the Salaries belonging to the Office of the Comptrollers 
" of the Army Accounts, without Detriment to the Public 
« Service." 

PAYMAST|j| GENERAL OF THE FORCES. 

Your Committee have already noticed, that the Record 
mendation of the Commiflioners of Accounts, relative to the 
Cloathing of the Army, has not been adopted ; that there is 

Vol. II. N n great 
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great Delay and Irregularity as to the Time when the Arrears 
of Military, Officers can be paid ; and great Delay alfo in the 
final Settlement of the Accounts of the Paymafter General. 
Under the prefent Head, they have only to add, having 
confidered the State of the prefent Eftabliihment of the Pay 
Office (independently of the Deputy Paymafters Abroad) 
and afcertained in various Parts of their Report, that there 
is a confiderable Preifure of Bufinefs now at the Office, and 
that the Total Amount of the Salaries and Emoluments have 
undergone a confiderable Reduction in coniequence of the 
Pay Office Act, are of Opinion, that no Meafures can be 
adopted for reducing the Total Amount of fuch Salaries, 
without Detriment to the Public Service. 

With refpedt to the Deputy Paymafters Abroad, Your 
Committee finding that, with the Exception of Mr. Alexander 
Johnfon, the Deputy Paymafter at St. Domingo, andpoflibly 
of Colonel Hart, the Deputy Paymafter at Madras, all the 
Deputy Paymafters execute their Office by Deputy ; they 
think themfelves called upon to repeat the fame Obfervation 
which was made upon this Subject by the Commiflioners of 
Accounts, namely ; " Though Deputies themfelves, they 
" execute their Office by Deputies, being themfelves engaged 
V in very different Employments under Government j" a 
Practice which they think ought to be difcontinued in all 
Cafes where fufficient Security can be obtained from Perfons 
qualified, and willing to execute the Office in Perfon. 

July 19th, 17.97. 
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ESTABLISHMENT of the 11th Regiment of Foot, commanded 
by Lieutenant General Smith, for 365 Days, to 24th Dec. 1791. 



Ten Companies, confining of 



79 
62 



19 
16 



Colonel and Captain, and in lieu of 
his Servants .... 

Lieutenant Colonel and Captain, and 
in lieu of his Servants 

Major and Captain, and in lieu of his 
Servants - 

7 Captains more, each £.17 1 7 1 
Captain Lieutenant 

1 1 Lieutenants, each 

8 Enfigns, each »■ 
Chaplain 
Adjutant 
Ouarter Mafler 
Surgeon 
Mate 

22 Serjeants, each 
30 Corporals, each 
10 Drummers, each 
2 Fifrrs, each 
370 Private Men 



Pay, &c. for 
365 Days. 



18 

12 
12 
12 

9 



5 

3 

3 

3 
a 



Total of Pay 
Clothing - 
Agency - 

ALLOWANCES TO THE 

dptains, each 38/. 51. - £ . 382 10 

Paymafter and Surgeon, 

each 70/. - . . . 140 o 

Serjeant Major, and Quar- 
ter Mailer Serjeant, each 
9/. zs. 6d, 18 5 



Total for this Regiment - 



£. 


s. 


J. 


502 


10 


0 


291 


6 


°\ 


257 


0 


7l 


1 199 


9 


7 


79 


x 9 


4 


879 


12 


0 
0 


502 


12 


10 


114 


4 


8| 


68 


10 


10 


79 


»9 


4 


68 


10 


10 


59 


x 9 


5i 


401 


10 


0 


3 6 5 


0 


0 


121 


13 


4 


24 


6 


8 


3-37 6 


5 


0 


8,39 2 


1 1 


3i 


i,3 6 i 


1 


■4 


181 


17 


4.! 



Total Charge. 



4 I 



8 



The Ellablifhment of the 67th Regiment of Foot, is fimilar to 
the above. 

STATE 
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RETURN to an Order for a Stalement, explaining the Meaning of 
Payments made without Account; the general Nature ot the 
Claims fo difcharged ; and the Form of Examination they arc 
fubjecl: to before Payment j Alfo, A Statement of the general 
Defcription of fuch Claims on which Payments are made on 
Account, and the Form of Examination they undergo, before 
the Advance claimed is granted : And alfo, A Statement of the 
Examination which Claims undergo, for which Bills are drawn 
on the Treafury from Abroad, before fuch Bills are accepted ; 
and whether Bills drawn by Commiflaries General are fubjeft 
to the fame Examination. 

PART I. 

THE Return to this Order neceffarily embraces fome of the 
Points in the Account already given to the Committee, of what 
has been done in confequence of the Seventh Report ot the Com- 
mifTioners lor examining tho%Public Accounts of the Kingdom: 
a Repetition of the Matters the'rein Mated will however be avoided 
in this Anfwer as carefully as poflible, confidently with giving the 
Information required by the Committee. 

When Payments are made without Account, the Perfons re- 
ceiving the Money are not liable to render any future Account 
thereof ; they are, therefore, not inferted in the Impreft Roll from 
the Exchequer, if the lfTues were made from thence ; or if the 
Payments are made by any Public Officer, who is himfelf an Ac- 
countant, the Perfon receiving is not let infuper as a Public Ac- 
countant, at the Foot of the Account of the Officer who pays the 
fame, which is always done when the Words, without Account, 
are not in the Inftrument directing the Payment. 

" The general Nature ot the Claims fo difcharged" is, in In- 
flances for fpecific Services, requiring no fubfequent Examination, 
fuch as, 1 ft, Salaries or Daily Pay at the Rates authorized by fome 
previous Inftrument. 2d, Subfidies, and Pay of Foreign Troops. 
3d, For Purchafes or for Services, the Particulars of which un- 
dergo a competent Examination before Payment. 4th, Balances 
of fettled Accounts. * 

The Form of the Examinaiion they are fubjecl: to before Pay- 
ment varies, according to Circumftances and the Nature of the 
Service. Salaries or Daily Pay require Computation only, which 
is done by the Perfon preparing the Inftrument. 

Subfidy and Pay ot Foreign Troops require a Comparifon of 
the Claims with the Treaties — a Computation of Numbers checked 
by the Mufter Rolls — -and of the Rate of Pay by the Schedules 
ifually annexed or referred to in the Treaties— all which is per- 
formed 
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formed by the Comptrollers of Army Accounts, on Reference from 
the Treafury. 

Purchafes and Services may be by Contract, or on Commiffion ; 
— if the former, the Parties ultimately account, and the object of 
previous Examination is to afcertain that no more is paid than is 
warranted under the Contrail ; — if the latter, the Claimant receives 
no more, directly or indirectly, than the Rate of Commiliion 
allowed. There are alfo divers cafnal Services in Army Expen- 
ditures, which undergp every Examination that the Nature of 
each Cafe will admit of, for the Purpofe of doing Juffice to the 
Public and the Party. Almoft all the Examinations on this Tliird 
Head, which 1 elate to Army Matters, are performed by the 
Comptrollers of Army Accounts, on Reference from the Treafury. 

Balances of Account*, are of fuch Accounts as have been 
examined and palled bv the Commiflioners for auditing the Public 
Accounts, and fometimes of fuch Accounts as may have been 
examined at the Comptrollers Office and Money from Time to 
Time paid in Part. 

Claims on which Payments are made on Account, may be fiated 
under the general Defcription of tbofe of Public Military Officers, 
Commiffancs, and Contractors, at Home or Abroad. 

The Form of Examination which fuch Claims undergo before 
the Advance defired is granted, is as follows : 

Public Military Officers, fuch as Barrack Maflers General, 
Quarter Maflers Geneial, Engineers, &c. &c. at Home, aft under 
the Directions of the Officers having Cognizance of their refpeftive 
Dcpjiuncnts : Abroad, their Claims for Money in Advance are 
preferred to the Commanders under whom they act, and granted at 
the Difcretion of fuch Commanders. 

Commiifiries at Home have Money advanced to them upon 
Reference of their Claims, by the Treafury, to the Comptrollers of 
Army Accounts, who fettle the Amount of the Payments on Ac- 
count, on Conlideration of the Nature and Extent of the Service 
to be performed. Commilhiiics Abroad pollefs themfelves of 
Money by Bilis drawn on the Lords of the Treafury, with the 
previous Concurrence of the Commanders in Chief under whom 
they ferve. 

Coturaflors at Home fometimes ftipulate by their Agreement, 
that they lhall have a certain Sum in Advance, to enable them to 
carry on the Service they engage to perform. In thefe Cafes, the 
Quantum of fuch Advance is fettled according to the Nature and 
Ea cat of the Service. Every fubfequent Payment to fuch Con- 
tractors, although for fpecific Services, afcertained by an Examina- 
tion at the Comptroller's Office to be conformable to the Contract, 
is nevertheless paid on Account. The firft Advance is deducted. 
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by the fame Office, from the Amount of the laft Claim under the 
Contract ; and as a further Security to the Public, the whole Ac- 
count is afterwards re-examined, Hated, and palfed by the Com- 
miffioners for auditing the Public Accounts. 

PART II. 

THE Monies granted by Parliament for the Service of the 
Army may be diftinguifhed under Three different Heads : 

1 ft, For the Pay and Subfiftence-of eftablifhed Regiments and 
Corps, and of the eftablifhed Staff Officers of the Army. 

2d, For the contingent and extraordinary Expenfes of eftablifh- 
ed Regiments, Corps, and Officers, fuch as Expences of Marches, 
Camp Equipage loft, or Clothing, Allowances on taking the Field, 
and other Charges of that Nature\ 

3d, The Extraordinarics of the Army, in general, include 
Provifions and Forage, Expenfes in the Departments of the 
Quarter Mailers General, Barrack Matters General, Phyficians, 
and Infpe£fors ol General Hofpilals, Pay and Allowances to extra 
Corps, and to Staff" Officers not on the Eftablifhment of the Army, 
Engineers Department exceeding the Services provided for by the 
Board of Ordnance on Eftimates, and all cafual Claims for extra- 
ordinary Services performed, or Supplies furnifhed for the Army 
in general. 

The Firft Head of Army Expences, viz. for eftablifhed Pay, is 
voted by the Houfe of Commons on Eftimates formed at the 
War Office. When the Aft for appropriating the Supplies is 
paffed, Eftablifhments are made out according to thofe Eftimates, 
of which Eftablifhments Three Copies are figned by His Majefty, 
and counterfigned by the Lords Commiffioners of the Treafury. 
One of thefe is for the Information of the Treafury, another for 
the Direction of the War Office, and the Third is the Voucher of 
the Paymafter General of the Forces. Under thefe Eftablifhments 
His Majefty's Authority is given, with the Concurrence of the 
Lords of the Treafury, for the Application of the Money fo granted 
by Parliament ; and every Payment beyond thefe Eftablifhments is 
an extraordinery Charge. 

The Money for the voted Services is paid to the Agents of 
Regiments,, or to the General and Staff Officers, or their Agents, 
by the Paymafter General, under the Direftions of the Secretary 
at War. When the Year is expired, His Majefty's Warrants, 
counterfigned by the Secretary at War, are granted for all Sums 
due and received within the Period of the Eftablifhment; which, 
together with the above-mentioned Eftablifhments, and the Receipts 
of the Agents, or Perfons receiving, indorfed thereon, are com- 
plete Vouchers for the Amount of each Warrant to the Paymafter 

General, 
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General, in his Account afterwards paffed before the Com- 
miffioncts for auditing the Public Accounts. 

The intermediate Regulations and Checks applied in order to 
control the Payments under the above defcribed Eftablifhments, 
arife at the Office of His Majefty's Secretary at War. 

The Second Head, viz. tor Contingent and Extraordinary Ex- 
pences of Eftablifhed Corps, and other Charges of that Nature, 
are incurred under the immediate Direction of His Majefty's 
Secretary at War, in whofc Office the Claims undergo fuch Exa- 
minations, and are Kibjecl to fuch Regulations and Checks as have 
been eftablifhed there. The Warrants are paid by the Paymafter 
General in purfuance of His Majefty's Sign Manual, counterfigned 
by the Secretary at War, and afterwards by the Lords of the 
Treafury, out of fuch Monies as the Treafury directs to be iffued 
to the iBank for that Purpofe. The Articles form a Part of the 
Extraordinaries of the Army laid before Parliament for their Ap- 
probation after the Expences are incurred, and the Warrants, with 
the Receipts of the Parties to whom they are payable, are the Pay- 
jiiaflers Vouchers in his Account before the Auditors, 

PART III. 

The Thiid Head, viz. for the Extraordinaries of the Army in 
general, may be ftated under various different Branches of Service, 
all of which are directly or indirectly paid by the Paymafter Gene- 
va], out of fuch Money as is placed in the Bank in his Name by 
the Treafury for that Purpofe, and in purfuance of Warrants under 
His Majefty's Sign Manual, counterfigned by the Lords of the 
Treafu'ry. 

t ft. Bread, Wood, Straw, and Forage, for Camps in Great 
Britain. 

Thefe Articles were for fome Years provided by Public Con- 
tracts made bv the Board ot Treafury with Perfons making the 
toweft Tenders, purfuant to Notice inferted in the Public Papers ; 
but for the enfuing Campaign it has been thought expedient to ap- 
poiht Commiffaries tor different Diftricts, who have been directed 
to make fmall local Contracts, upon advertifing for and receiving 
Tenders as above-mentioned, with the view of laving the Expence 
of a Number of Magazine Keepers and Deliverers, as well as to 
avoid the Wafte and Plunder of Articles the Property of the 
Public. Provifion has alfo been made, by the Terms of the Con- 
tract, for keeping the Property in the Contractor till it is fupplied 
to the Troops : The Delivery is in like Manner to be made by the 
Contractor, who is to receive Payment only for the Quantities 
actually delivered, on his producing proper Receipts of Parties. 
It is conceived that thefe Regulations and Checks have been 

effectual 
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effectual to guard againSt every Abufc, except perhaps the Delivery 
of Forage for non-effective Horfcs, or paying Money in lieu thereof , 
which, notwithstanding the moll careful Regulation, and the utmoft 
Vigilance ot the fupei intending Officers, it is poffible may not yet 
have been wholly prevented. 

2d, Bread fur Troops in Barracks is furnifhed by a Perfon con- 
tracting to perforin the Service, on an Allowance of aCommiffion 
of £'i\ per Cent, on the Money actually expended. Regimental 
Receipts prove the Number of Loaves delivered ; and the Account 
and Receipts ot the Bakers, the Prices. Upon thefe Documents, 
accompanied bv an Affidavit of the Contractor, that he does not, 
directly or indirectly, derive any Benefit or Emolument whatever 
from the Tranfaction, except the Commiflion, the Money is paid ; 
and there is Reafon to believe thefe Regulations and Checks are 
fully effectual. 

3d, Barrack Expences in Great Britain are incurred by the 
Bjriack Mafter General, under the Directions of the Secretary at 
War. The Regulations and Checks applied, in order to control the 
Expenditure in this Depanment, arife in the Office of the Barrack 
Mailer General. This Officer is an Accountant before the Com- 
mifhoners for auditing the Public Accounts, where he mult 
finally pafs the Account of all his Expenditures. 

4th, The Apothecary General to the Army makes up his Bill 
Half Yearly, for Medicines and Surgeons Instruments, which he 
provides for every Corps at Home and Abroad, as well as for the 
general Hofpitals, in conSequertce of orders given to him by the 
Secretary at War. The Articles and the Prices are examined by 
the Phyfician and Surgeon General of the Army, who fiate their 
Obfcivations at the foot of the Bills; to which are annexed a 
Certificate, that the Secretary at War is Satisfied that all the Medi- 
cines, Sec. Specified in the Accounts, have been forwarded to their 
refpedtive Destinations, according to the Directions from Time to 
Time given to the Apothecary General. The Bills are then 
delivered at the Treafury, and referred from thence to the Comp- 
trollers of Army Accounts for further Examination. 

In a late Inftance, in confequence of Some Observations of the 
• Phyfician and Surgeon General, the Comptrollers were Specially 
directed to make particular Enquiries of the Companies of Apo- 
thecaries, and eminent Druggifts, refpecting the Prices of different 
Articles Stated by the Medical Board to be overcharged. A* ter tne 
Computations are checked, and the Fairnefs of the Prices are ascer- 
tained by the Comptrollers, the /fmount reported by them to be 
due is iffued. Thefe Regulations and Checks Seem to be Sufficient, 
unlefs it Shall be thought adviSeable to require Vouchers of the 
actual Receipt of the Several Articles, for the Ufe of the Regiments 
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or Hofpitals for which they were ordered, by the Perfons to whom 
they were addreffed. 

5th, When ProviTions are fupplied in this Country for the 
Service of his Majefty's Armies Abroad, the Numbers to be 
victualled are afccrtained from the lateft Returns of the Force in- 
tended to be employed at each Station ; the fame is then fent from 
the Treafury to the Comptrollers of Army Accounts, who compute 
the Quantities of each Article neceffary to be provided, and return 
an Account thereof to the Treafury, from whence Directions are 
fent to the Commiffioners for Victualling to provide the Quantities 
wanted ; and when the Provifions are ready to be fhippcd, the Com- 
miffioners for Victualling apply to the Tranfport Board for the 
neceffary Tonnage. The Regulations and Checks for controling 
the Expenditure of the Public Money in the Purchafe of Provifions, 
and the Hire of the Tranfports, are in the Boards for Victualling 
and for the Tranfport Service refpectively. 

6th, All Articles of Stores, other than Provifions, are provided 
by the Commiffioners for Tranfports, purfuant to Orders from the 
Treafury, and under Regulations and Checks eftablifhed by the 
faid Commiffioners. 

7th, The contingent and extraordinary Expences of his Majefty's 
different Governments, and the Charges for additional Fortifications 
for the Defence thereof ; for Pay of Militia and extra Corps, &c. 
therein, are defrayed by the Governors drawing Bills on the 
Treafury, who thereby become Accountants for the Public Money 
fo coming into their Hands. As a Check on their thus obtaining 
Money, the Bills before Acceptance, with their Letters of Advice, 
and the Vouchers accompanying the fame, are referred to the 
Secretary of State, or to the Office having Knowledge of the Na- 
ture and Neceffity of the Service for which the Expence was in- 
curred. The Perfons drawing are required to tranfmit Quarterly 
Accounts ot Receipts and Expenditures, which undergo an Exami- 
nation at the Office of the Comptrollers of Army Accounts, whofe 
Duty it is to point out any Irregularity in the Vouchers, or any 
Excefs in the Expenditure, on the Reports from whom Inftructions 
or Orders are given by the Lords of the Treafury, as Circumftancee 
may require. The Quarterly Accounts are then tranfmitted to 
the Commiffioners for auditing the Public Accounts, who call on 
the Parties, in due Time, to make up, and tranfmit to their Office 
Annual Accounts attefted on Oath, accompanied by the proper 
Vouchers. In the Examination of thefe Accounts, the Parries 
are charged with all Sums whidi have come into their Hands, and 
aTe dil'charged by Allowance of all Payments duly authorized, and 
vouched in the Manner required by the Act for better auditing the 
Public Accounts. 

The 
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The Regulations and Checks in controlling the Expenditures in 
thefe Cafes feem ultimately effectual ; but the ferious Inconvenience 
which would occcafionally arife to the Public, by protefting Bills 
of Governors, and the confequent Lofs which would be Curtained 
therefrom, may unavoidably afford the Means, in fame Cafes, of 
an Accountant pofTeffing himfelf of more than neceflary Funds, 
which may efcape Difcovery at the Auditor's Office till the Deli- 
very of the Accountant's final Account. When that is received, 
and the Accountant appears to be indebted to the Public, the Com- 
miffioners for auditing lofe no Time in reporting fuch Balance to 
the Treafury, in order that their Lordfhips may take fuch Steps as 
they fhall think fit, to require the Re-payment of it previous to 
the final Settlement of the Account. 

The Bills of the Commiffaries General with the Armies Abroad 
are drawn under an exprefs Authority from the Commander in 
Chief, on the Spot, on a fatisfaftory Statement made to him of 
the Neceflity thereof ; they are therefore paid without any im- 
mediate Examination or Enquiry, by Direction of the Treafury, 
the Expenditure of the Money being checked on the Spot, as has 
been before obferved, by the Commiffary of Accounts, and ulti- 
mately, as foon as the Service is over, by a Uriel Inveftigation 
before the Commiffioners for auditing the Public Accounts. 

8th, The extenfive and multifarious extraordinary Expences of 
active Armies Abroad. In former Wars, Quarter Mailers Gene- 
ral, Barrack Mailers General, Infpeftors of Hofpitals, Commiffaries, 
Commanding Engineers, and other Officers, were -all feparate Ac- 
countants before the Auditors, Money being obtained upon Ac- 
count by each, in his refpeftive Department, upon general Repre- 
sentations to the Commanders under whom they ferved, either by 
Bills drawn in their Favour, or by Warrants on the Deputy Pay- 
maflers, the Application of which Money, fo imprcfted into their 
Hands in grofs Sums, did not fully appear to the comptrolling 
Offices at Home till many Years afterwards, on palling their Ac- 
counts before the Auditors. 

This Practice not only delayed the full Inveftigation of thefe 
Accounts to fo remote a Period, as to render Check or Control in 
fome Cafes ineffectual, but afforded Means to Accountants to poffefs 
themfelves of large Balances, no Part of which could be required of 
them, till the Delivery of their final Accounts, in the Manner 
ftated under Art. 7. 

In the prefent War, when the Extent of the Service has ren- 
dered it neceffary, it has been before ftated to the Committee, the 
Syftem adopted for conducting the Whole of the Expences of 
each Army is by the Means of a Commiffary General, who is re- 
fponfible for the Expenditure of all Monies, Provifions, and Stores. 

' Ooa No 
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No Service is, however, to be performed, or Expencc incurred, 
but by the Direftion, or with the Concurrence of the Commander 
in Chief. The Deputy Paymafter Genera! of the Forces attending 
the Army is to pofTefs himfelf of Money for the ordinary Services 
of the Armv, by Bills drawn by himfelf on the Paymaft&r Gene- 
ral in England, to be negociated by the CommifTary General, the 
Net Produce of which is directed to be paid into the Deputy Pay- 
mafter's Hands : For Extraordinary Services, the CommifTary Ge- 
neral is to draw and negociate Bills on the Treafury, placing the 
Produce, in like Manner, in the Hands of the Deputy Paymafter 
General, who is from that Fund to anfwer the Orders of the Com. 
mander in Chief and CommifTary General. A Connrtiffarv of Ac- 
counts attends each Army, wiih a proper Eftablifhment, tor the 
PurpoTe of examining Accounts on the Spot. 

Under the Authority, therefore, of the Commander in Chief, and 
with the Affiflance of the Deputy Paymafter, checked and con- 
trolled by a CommifTary of Accounts, the CommifTary General is 
refponfible- for the Expenditure of all Monies, Provifions, and 
Stores. All Works to be performed, all Vcffels, Ws^ons, or 
Supplies to be provided, in every Department of the Army, rnuft 
be with the Approbation, and under the Orders of the Commander 
in Chief: The Works are to be executed, and the Stores, &c. to 
be ufed under the Direction of the Heads of each Department 
refpe&ively, but the Means are to be furnifhed by the Commiflary 
General : He is the Perfon viho is to hire, provide, end pur^bafe 
every Thing, by Con:ra£t or otherwife; obtaining, in ail CaTes, 
Certificates from Merchants on the Spot, that the Charges do not 
exceed the Market Prices of the Time and Place; and he is finally 
to be the fole Accountant to the Public in the Auditors Office for 
the whole Expences incurred. 

By this Syliem, the CommilTary General is merely an Agent 
for providing every Thing for the Army, except what falls under 
jhe Heads of Provifions and Forage. The Quantities wanted, of 
all Articles not in his own Department as CommilTary of Provifions, 
are fettled by others ; the Commander in Chief himfelf determining 
the Rate of Armv Allowances, the Number and Pay of Extra Staff 
Officers, &c. The Supplies of whatever is neceffary for the De- 
partments of Quarter Maflers, Barrack Maffers, Commanding En- 
gineers, &c. arc furnifhed to the Heads of each, when the Orders 
from the Commander in Chief are in general Terms obtained for 
that Purpofe, on a Rcrjuifition made to the CommilTary General, 
who has no Control on the Extent of the Demands from the feveral 
Departments; nor lias he any with regard to his own Branch, 
refpeenng the Numbers to be victualled. His difcretionary Power 
can ojply be exercifed as to the Extent of his Purchafes, in order to 
enable him to vjclual thofe to whom he is ordered to iflue Pro- 
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vifiQns, the Numbers of wjiom are fettled by the Commander in 
Chief. Upon the Whole, this Svftem appears to be the befl that 
can be devifcd, on confidcring all Circumftances, to regulate, check, 
and control the Public Expenditure for confklerable Armies on 
active Service. Great Attention, however, is rcquifitc for the 
Purpofe of avoiding Profufion in the Supplies necefTary for an 
Army, and to prevent the fubfequent walling of the Articles, or 
the converting them to improper Purpofes. "Without that, the 
Heads of Department might pollefs themfelves of an unnecefTary 
Quantity of Stores, and the Commiffary General of a Profufion 
ot Provifions ; and the Surplus, above what is bona fide wanted for 
the Public Service, might otherwife be wafted, or not be brought 
to account for the Benefit of the Public. The Commiffary of 
Accounts, by an Examination on the Spot, can effectually check 
-and control Veffel Hire, Labour of Artificers, and all actual Ser- 
vices, fufficiently to afcertain tha*t the Public have had the Service 
of what is paid for; he can alfo do the fame iefpe£ling all Pur- 
chafes, to afcertain fatisfa&orily that the Articles have been actually 
received by the Officers of the Public; but the tracing the Difpofal 
of Stores and Provifions from their Delivery to their actual Expen- 
diture or Application for the Public Service or Benefit, is a Duty 
which requires peculiar Care : the Commiffary of Accounts is ■ 
therefore required bv his Inftruchons to attend to that Objefr, 
and flrong Cautions have lately been given in Letters to the 
Weft Indies, to put the Commanders in Chief and CommifTaries 
General more particularlv on their guard refpecling the ceconomical 
Ijfe of the Provifions and Stores in their Charge. 

The Commiffary General is charged with all Articles fent from 
this Country, or purchafed by himfelf. and can only be difcharged 
by Deliverers to the Troops, or by LofTes, Captures, or Condem- 
nations duly attcfled. Whether in the Confufion and Wafte, per- 
haps fometimes inevitable in active Service, competent Regulations * 
can be eftablifhcd to render thefe Checks completely effectual, 
may be doubtful. On the Difcretion of the Commander in Chief 
depends the Appointment and Pay oi Extra Staff Officers, and the 
granting Army Allowances. 

gth, Cafual Claims of Foreign Troops under Treaties, and for 
extraordinary Services performed, or for Supplies furnifhed for 
the Army in general. 

Claims of this Nature are prefented to the Lords of the Trca- 
fury, and are by their Directions referred to the Comptrollers of 
Army Accounts, who inveftigate the fame with Care and Attention, 
and report to their Lordfhips a State of the Cafe, as it appears to 
them on fuch Inveftigation ; upon Confideration of which Report 
their Lordfhips determine whether any and what Payment is due to 
the Claimant. 

Whitehall, Treafury Chambers, 
2d June 1797. 
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A STATEMENT of the feveral Regulations and Checks which 
have been applied to control the Public Expenditure, in z]\ 
Matters coming under the Infpe&ion of the Office of Comp- 
trollers of the Army Accounts ; and alfo how far, in their Judg- 
ment, the fame have been effectual. 

THE Matters coming under the Infpeftion of the Office of 
Comptrollers of the Army Accounts are, Provifions and Stores 
wanted for the Ufe of His Majefly's Troops at Home and Abroad ; 
the Rates and Prices of all Contracts .whatfoever, relative to the 
furnifhing His Ma jelly's Forces with Money. Provifions, or Stores ; 
.ill fuch Army Accounts, ordinary 2nd extraordinary, and all 
Claims for Army Services, which fhall be referred to them by the 
Lords Commifhoncrs of His Majelly's Treafury; the Clothing of 
the Invalids; the feveral Regulations and Checks which are applied 
to control the Public Expenditure in the above Matters; and how 
far, in the Judgment of the Comptrollers, the fame have been 
effectual, are as follows : 

Provifions and Stores wanted for the Ufe of His Majefly's, 
Troops at Home and Abroad are provided in feveral Ways. When 
by Contracts made bv the Board of Treafury, Notice being given 
by the Treafury, by Public Advci tifement, to receive Tenders, 
fuch Tenders are referred to the Comptrollers, and the loweft 
Bidder being afceitaincd, the Terms of the Contract are fettled by 
the Comptrollers, in the doing which every Care is taken to enfure 
the due Execution of the Service, and prevent Frauds and Abufes. 
The fubfequent Claims under thefe Contracts are certified by the' 
refpeenve Governors of the Garrifons where fucii Troops are 
Rationed, which Certificates, being prefentcd to the Treafury, 
are referred to the Comptrollers, who, after an Examination, to 
afecrtain what Sum is due thereon, according to the Terms of the 
Contracts, recommend that Sum to be iffued to the Party by Way 
of Imprefl and upon Account. If it be One of the Conditions of 
riie Contract, that the Contractor fhall have Money advanced to 
him to enable him to carry on the Service, Care is taken by the 
Comptrollers that fuch Advance be deducted from the lafl Claims 
under the Contract. As a further Security to the Public, the Ac- 
counts of fuch Contractors are afterwards re-examined and palled 
bv the Commifhoners for auditing the Public Accounts; and thefe 
Checks and Controls, it is prefumed, are effectual. 

Bread, Wood, Straw, and Forage for Troops encamped in 
Great Britain, were heretofore provided by Contracts made at the 
Treafiiry in the Manner before mentioned. 

It has been thought proper, for the enfuing Campaign, to ap-. 
point CommiHarks lor different Dillricts, who are inltructed to. 
• ' make 
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make fmall local Contracts, upon advertifing for and receiving 
Tenders. The Checks and Control on this Bufinefs by the Comp- 
trollers of Army Accounts have been to prepare the Inflructions to 
the Commiffaries refpecting their general Conduct, and the Terms 
of thefe local Contracts. In doing this, every Attention has been 
paid to fave Expence of Magazine Keepers and Deliverers, by en- 
gaging the Contractor himfelf to make the Deliveries to the 
Troops, and to be paid the Amount only of the Receipts of the 
Parties, which is alfo intended to guard as much as poflible again'ft: 
Wafte and Plunder of Articles, the Property of the Public, by 
keeping the Property in the Contractor till the actual Delivery; 
and it is hoped thefe Regulations and Checks will be effectual to 
meet every Abufe, unlefs it may be the Delivery of Forage for 
non-effective Horfes, on paying Money in lieu thereof, which, 
notwithstanding the moll careful Regulations hitherto ellablifhed 
by the Comptrollers, and the utmoft Vigilance of the fuperintend- 
ing Officers, have poffibly not yet been wholly prevented. 

Bread for Troops in Barracks is fupplied by a Contractor, on an 
Allowance (at prefent of £.z\ per Cent.) by way of Commiffion 
tor his Trouble. The Claims under this Contract are examined 
by the Comptrollers on Reference from the Treafury, in which 
Examination the Regimental Receipts prove the Number of 
Loaves delivered, and the Account and Receipts of the Bakers, 
the Prices actually paid ; upon thefe Documents, accompanied by 
an Affidavit of the Contraftor, that he does not, directly or in- 
directly, receive any Benefit or Emolument whatever from the 
Tranfaction, except the Commiffion, the Money found by the 
Comptrollers to be due is recommended to be paid; and thefe 
Regulatians and Checks appear to be fully effectual. 

The Provifions for His Majefty's Armies Abroad are in other 
Cafes fupplied by the Commiflioners for Victualling, under the 
Direction of the Lords Commiflioners of the Treafury. The 
Numbers to be victualled are afcertained, as nearly as can be, from 
the Returns of the Commanding Officers and Commiffaries, and 
from the Corps intended to be lent to each Station. The fame is 
communicated from the Treafury to the Comptrollers of Army 
Accounts, who compute the Quantity of each Article neceflary to 
be fent from this Country ; taking into Confideration the Repre- 
fentations of the Commiffaries, &c. with regard to thofe Articles 
which may be provided at more reafonable Rates by Purchafes irt 
the refpedtive Countries. When the Supplies which it may be 
proper to fend from this Country are afcertained, the Comptrollers 
report them to the Treafury, and Directions are fent to the Com- 
milfioners for Victualling to provide them, who apply to the 
Commiffioners for the Tranfport Service to furnifh VefTcls for 
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their Conveyance Abroad, configned to the Commifiaries at the 
refpe£tive Places of Deftination 

The CommifTaries General, who receive the Provifions fo fent, 
and who purchafe others, are appointed by the Lords Coni- 
miflioners of His Majefty'ii Treafury, having Inftructions for their 
Conduft. The Drafts of thefe InRruclions are prepared by the 
Comptrollers of Army Accounts, fubjedr to the fubfequent Ap- 
probation of the Treafury. In the Preparation of them, every 
Care is taken to guard againft improper IfTiies, Wafte, and Embez- 
zlement. It is required by thefe Innructions, that the Accounts 
of the Commilfaries of the Provifions and Stores that lhall come 
into their Hands, (hall be lubjeft to the Examination of Com- 
mifTaries of Accounis fpccially appointed by the Treafpry to at- 
tend each Army, which Commiflaries of Accounts have alfo In- 
ftru£Hons for their Conduft, the Drafts of which arc prepared by 
the Comptrollers of Army Accounts. In thefe Inflru&ions the 
CommifTaries of Accounts are required to examine all the Account 
for the Extraordinaries of the Army to which they are attached ; 
to attend that all Purchafes of Provifions, and all IfTues of Money, 
Provifions, and Stores, are duly authorized by the Commander in 
Chief ; that the Purchafes are alfo made at the Market Price, or on 
the belt poffible Terms ; and to examine and certify the Accounts 
of the Commiffary General every Muftcr of Two Months. 

The CommifTaries General make Returns, from Time to Time, 
of the Provifions and Stores received from this Country, and what 
are purchafed by thcmfelves ; on which Returns they alfo ftate the 
Number of Perfons victualled. The CommifTaries of Accounts 
alfo make Returns of their Examination of Accounts on the Spot ; 
and from thefe Documents, the beu Examinations is made by the 
Comptrollers of Army Accounts, of the CommifTaries Receipts and 
Expenditures, which the Papers will admit of. But upon the 
whole, although every Check and Control has been eflablifhcd that 
perhaps can be devifed, they do not appear to be fufficiently ftrong 
to guard againfl the Poffibility of a Commiffary 's obtaining the 
Poffeflion of a Profufion of Provifions by Purchafe, and the fub- 
fequent Mifapplication of them. Some further Check and Con- 
trol appears to be ncceflary to afcertain that the Public has the Ufe 
or Value of every Article paid for ; but the Circumftances au 
tending diflant and affivc Armies has hitherto rendered it impracti- 
cable to devife any Mcafure entirely fatisfaftory for that Purpofe. 

The contingent and extraordinary Expences of His Majefty's 
Governors Abroad are referred by the Treafury to the Comptrollers 
for their Confideration, fo far as comes within their Cognizance. 
Xhe Papers fo referred undergo a careful Examination, and the 
Comptrollers in their Reports, point out any Irregularity of 
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Vouchers, or any Excefs of Expenditure that fall under their Ob- 
fervatioti ; and the Check and Control arifing from thefe Examina- 
tions are effectual for the Purpofe intended, viz. to flop improper 
Expenditure, or infufficient Vouchers, as early as pofhble. 

The Pay and Allowances to extraordinary Corps at feveral 
Places Abroad are drawn for by Bills on the Treafury. Previous 
to the Payment of thefe Bills, the Documents which accompany 
the Letters of Advice are referred to the Comptrollers, by whom 
they undergo an Examination, by which is afcertained that the 
Pay and Allowances do not exceed thofe made to His Majefty's 
Regular Troops; and that no greater Number of Officers and 
Privates are allowed than are effective. The Refult of the Exami- 
nation is reported to the Tfeafury, and is effectual for the Purpofes 
intended. 

, All Treaties made for the Hire of Foreign Troops are regiftered 
at the Comptroller's Office, and the Claims for Subfidy, Pay, &c. 
under thofe Treaties, are referred by the Treafury to the Confide- 
ration of the Comptrollers. The Examination they undergo, is a 
Comparifon with the Terms of the Treaties, with the Schedules of 
the Perfons compofing each Corps, with the Rate of Pay annexed 
to each Rank, and with the Mufler Rolls, certified by the Britilh 
Commiffary of Mufters. The Sums from Time to Time due are 
reported to the Treafury ; and the Examination is effectual to pre- 
vent Payments on unfounded Claims. 

The Half Yearly Bills of the Apothecary General to the Army, 
for Medicines and Surgeon's Inftruments, which he provides for 
every Corps at Home and Abroad, and for General Officers, are 
referred by the Treafury to the Comptrollers of Army Accounts for 
Examination. The Bills are fully invefligated, the Computations 
checked, and Information is obtained from the Company of Apo- 
thecaries, and from eminent Druggifls, of the Prices of different 
Articles during the Period of the Account, and a Report of the 
Refult of the Examination is made to the Treafury. The Regula- 
tions and Checks, in refpect to this Head of Expenditure, feem to 
be effectual. The only Circumftance which may be thought to re- 
quire further Vouchers is the actual Receipt of the feveral Articles 
by the Perfons, and for the Ufe of the Regiments or Hofpitals for 
which they were ordered, and to whom they were addreffed, as the 
Certificate annexed to the Bill only afcertains, that the Secretary at 
War is fatisfied that the Articles had been forwarded to their re- 
spective Deftinations, according to the Directions from Time to 
Time given to the Apothecary General. 

All mifcellaneous cafual Claims made to the Treafury for Sup- 
plies furnifhed, or Services performed for His Majefty's Armies at 
Home or Abroad, are referred to the Comptrollers of Army Ac- 
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counts, where they are investigated with Care and Attention, and 
a Report is made to the Lords of the Treafury of a State of the 
Cafe, as it appears on fuch Inveftigation ; upon Confideration of 
which Report their Lordfhips determine whether any and what 
Payment is due to the Claimants. — Thefe Examinations are as 
effectual as the Nature ol each Cafe will admit of. 

The Patterns for Invalid Clothing being lodged in the Comp- 
trollers Office, and there fealed, the Clothing itfelf, when made, 
is compared with the Patterns, and after the Approbation of the 
Board of General Officers is certified, the Pay mailer General pre- 
fents a Memorial to the Lords of the Treafury fos, Payment of the 
Value thereof, which, being referred to the Comptrollers, they 
examine the Documents produced by the Clothier, in order to 
afcer-tain the Amount thereof, and the actual Receipt of the 
Clothing by the different Corps ; the Whole of which is reported 
to the Treafury. 

Comptroller's Office, June 2, 1797. 
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INSTRUCTIONS to Brook Watson, Efq. Superintendant 
and Director of Forage, Provifior.s, Neceffaries, and Extraor- 
dinaries of the Army now ferving or to ferve on the Continent 
of Europe. 

WHEREAS His Majefly has been pleafcd, by Warrant under 
His Royal Sign Manual, bearing Date the ifl Day of March 1793, 
to appoint you to be Superintendant and Director of Forage, Pro- 
vifions, Neceffaries, and Extraordinaries of the Army now ferving 
or to ferve on the Continent of Europe, under the Command of 
His Royal Highnefs Frederick Duke of York and Albany ; with 
Directions to follow fuch Infhuctions and Orders, touching' the 
Execution of your faid Office, as you lhall receive from His 
Majefly, or from His High Trcafurer, or the Commiffioners of the 
Treafury for the Time' being. 

Firft. — You arc forthwith to repair to the Army upon the Con- 
tinent of Europe, to take upon yourfelf the Superintendance over 
the feveral Departments, and to be confidered as refponfible for the 
Expenditure of all Monev, Provifions and Stores. 

Second. — You arc to draw and negociate all Bills for the extra, 
ordinary Services of the Army, and alfo to negociate all fuch Bills 
as lhall be drawn by the Deputy Paymalter of the Forces to your 

Order 
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Order, for the' Pay and Suhfiftence of the Troops ; taking Care 
that the fame are negociated at the mod favourable Rate of Ex- 
change .that can be obtained, and at the leaft poflible Commiflion. 

Third. — You are to depofit in the Hands of ihe Deputy Pay- 
mafter General, all the Money that you fhall procure for Bills 
negociated by you as aforefaid ; and to iffue your Orders on the 
Deputy Paymalter General for fuch Payments as you fhall find 
necefTary. 

Fourth. — You are to obtain the Authority or Approbation of the 
Commander in Chief for all Expences incurred by you. 

Fifth. — You are to take a written Voucher tor the due Payment 
of all Articles purchafed by you, with a Certificate of Two re- 
putable Merchants annexed thereto that the fame were bought at 
the Market Price of the Time; and on Payment thereof, the 
Receipt of the Party is to be attefted by at leaft One Witnefs. 
You are to fubmit the faid Vouchers to the Infpeftion and Exami- 
nation, upon the Spot, of fuch Perfon or Perfons as may be here- 
after appointed for that Purpofe, who are to certify that the fame 
are regular, correct, and complete; which Certificate is to be laid 
before the Commander in Chief for his Approbation and Signature. 

Sixth. — You are to make up your Cafh Accounts Once in every 
Two Months; and to tranfmit a Copy thereof, with One Set of 
Vouchers, to us, or the Lords Commiffioners of the Treafury for 
the Time being. 

Seventh. — You arc to keep a like Account of the Receipt and 
IfTue of all Provifions and Stores which (hall have been purchafed 
by you, or that may come into your Hands ; which Account, with 
the proper Vouchers for all your llfues, is to be laid before (he 
Perfon or Perfons to be appointed as aforefaid, to be examined and 
certified by him or them, and afterwards fubmitted to the Com- 
mander in Chief for his Approbation and Signature, and tranf- 
mitted to us, or to the Lords Commiffioners of the Treafury for 
the Time being. 

Eighth. — When any Provifions or Stores are damaged, loft, 
deftroyed, or plundered, you are to obtain Special Certificates 
thereof for your Indemnification, without which you will not be 
allowed credit for the fame : You are to be particularly attentive to 
the Prefervation of all Stores and Provifions committed to your 
Charge, and to give pofitive Orders to your Deputies and Affift- 
ants for that Purpofe, as you will be refponfible for the Whole. 

Ninth.- — You are to obey all fuch further Orders and Inftruc- 
tions as you may from Time to Time receive from us, or from 
the Lords Commiffioners of the Treafury for the Time being, or 
from the Commander in Chief now or for, the Time being. 

Whitehall, March 9, 1793. 

Wm. Pitt; E. J. Elliot ; R. Hopkins. 
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INSTRUCTIONS to Charles Mason, Efq. CommifTary of 
Accounts ot the Army ferving or to ferve on the Continent of 
of Europe. 

WHEREAS His Majefty has been pleafed, by Warrant under 
His Royal Sign Manual, bearing Date the 21ft Day of June 1793, 
to appoint you to be CommiiTary of Accounts of the Army now 
ferving or to ferve on the Continent of Europe ; and more parti- 
cularly to examine, audit, and certify all Accounts whatfoever of 
Money due for Forage, Provifions, NecefTaries, and Extraordi- 
naries of the faid Army, according to fuch Orders, Rule's, and 
Directions, and fubjeft and liable to fuch Limitations, Reftric- 
tions, find Controls, as mould from Time to Time be given unto 
yon, and be appointed by His Majefty, or by or from the Com- 
miflioners of the Treafury for the Time being. 

You are to examine the Accounts of the Expenditure for the 
Extraoidinaries of the Army on the Continent, to attend, whether 
every Expence incurred is authorized or approved by the Com- 
mander in Chief; if fuch Authority or Approbation is not pro- 
duced, to give Notice thereof to the Coramilfary General ; but 
you are neverthelefs to examine the Account exhibited to you, 
and from Time to Time report to the Commiffioners of the Trea- 
fury the Articles fo unuuthorifed : You are to attend to the Pric es 
charged for each Article, the Rate of Exchange, and the current 
Value of every Species of Money ; all of which ought to he 
certified, when Circumftances will admit of it, by Two reputable 
Merchants or Magillrates on the Spot, to be the Market Prices 
and Rate of Exchange at the Time. You are then to examine the 
Computations and Callings, and certify the Amount in Words at 
length on each Bill of Particulars or Account exhibited for your 
Examination; entering Copies of the Whole in your Books, 
with fuch Obfervations as may occur to you thereon. 

You are to examine, correct, and flate to the CommifTaiy 
General, all fuch Public Accounts with the Office of Commil- 
fariate, as may be fent you for that Purpofe. 

At the End of every Two Months you are to call upon the 
Deputy Paymafler General for an Account of all the Payments 
made by him tor the Extraoidinaries of the Army during that 
Period, together with the Vouchers for the fame, namely, the 
Order of the CommifTary General for Payment, and the Receipts 
of the Pdnies, to each of which there mull be at leaft One cre- 
dible Witnefs. You are to attend that the Deputy Paymafter 
General has given Credit for the Stoppages of Provifions, if any 
are ordered ; and for all Sums which may have come to his Hands 
as the Produce of old or damaged Stores, or of Stores captured 

from 
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from the Enemy, and fold within that Period. Having carefully 
examined this Account, you are to certify the fame, enter it in 
your Books, and fend a Copy of it to the Commiflioners or the 
Treafury for the Time being, with fuch Obfcrvations as may 
occur to you thereon. 

You are to obey fuch further Instructions as you may frorff 
Time to Time receive from us, or from the Commiffioners of the 
Treafury for the Time being. Given under our Hands at the 
Treafury Chambers, Whitehall, this 9th Day of July 1793. 

Wm. Pitt, 
Bayham, 

J. Tk. TownJIiend. 
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ExTR act of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dun das to Sir James 
Murray, Baronet; dated Whitehall, 23d April, 1793. 

THE Expence of Shipping for the Removal of Horfes from 
hence to the Continent hai been found to be fo very confiderable, 
that it would be defirable, if poffible, to adopt any Method which 
would be a Means of faving it, and with that View I am defirous 
of being informed, whether Means could not be devifed of ob- 
taining any further Number ol Horfes and Drivers which may be 
neceffary on the Continent, and if practicable, the Terms upon 
which fuch Horfes and Drivers can be obtained. When I am 
furnifhed with this Information, I fhall be enabled to judge whe- 
ther it may be an Object to authorize the purchafing, or of other- 
wife obtaining fuch Horfes and Drivers as may ftill be wanted upon 
the Continent ; but unlefs a very confiderable Saving would arife 
from fuch a Meafure, I {hould certainly prefer the procuring them 
in this Country ; for however confiderable the Expence of the 
Purchafes may be, it is a Satisfaction to know, that any Sums ex- 
pended on this Account will center in this Country, which would 
not be the Cafe were the Supply to be obtained from Abroad ; 
and befides, the Article of Exchange between this Country and 
the Continent would be materially affected. It is alfo very defir- 
able, for the fame Reafons, that if the Expence is not very con-, 
fiderably increafed by it, the Supply of Stores (hould come from 
this Country. 

I think it right on the prefent Occafion to furnifh you, for the 
Information of His Royal Highnefs, with the Correfpondence 
between the Duke of Richmond and me on this Bufincfs, becaufe, 

knowing 
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knowing as 1 do the Anxiety of his Grace, that every Thing 
belonging to the Department of the Ordnance mould be amply, 
and in the moft fatisfa&orv Manner, fupplied, I would wifh you to 
be in Pofleflion of every Material that may enable you to convey 
to me the Wifhes of His Royal Highnefs on fo material a Part of 
the Service entrufted to His Care ; and I fhall make it my parti, 
cular Duty to give Attention to the Detail and Execution of the 
Bufinefs, trufting, as I am fine I may do, that every Species of 
Economy, confiftent with a due Regard to the Public Service, will 
be attended to by every Perfon in the C onfidence of His Royal, 
Highnefs, or entrufted by him in the Execution of the Duties of 
the feveral Departments. 



EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dundas to Sir 
James Murray, Bart, dated Whitehall, 12th July, 1793. 

THE Mode of conveying Difpatches to and from the Army, 
by the Means of Meffengers, in the Manner which is now prac- 
tifed, will fall fo very heavy upon the Civil Lift, that fome Mode 
muft be fallen upon to releafe that Fund from fuch a Burthen ; it 
will therefore be neceffary that you fhould confider of fome Means 
of providing tor the fafe and expeditious Conveyance ot your Let- 
ters and Packets to and from hence by fome other Means ; but if 
you fhould find any Difficulties in accomplifhing it, I think it 
may be contrived to accommodate you with the Service of the 
Meffengers, upon your making an Allowance to them, equal to 
what they now receive, out of any Fund which you may be pof- 
feffed of competent to fuch an Expence. 

I inclofe to you the Copy of a Letter from One of the Secre- 
taries of the Treafury, on the Subjeft of the great Expence incur- 
ring at Offend ; and I fhall be glad if you will fubmit to His Royal 
Highnefs the Neceffity of his taking fuch Meafures as he may 
judge neceffary, for putting a nop to thofe Expences, at leaft for 
preventing their falling upon Great Britain. 



EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dundas to Sir 
James Murray, Bart, dated Whitehall, 19th July 1793. 

I INCLOSE to you, for the Information of the Duke of 
York, the Copy of a Letter from the Count de Starhenberg to 
Lord GrenviUe, reprefenting, as you expected he would do, the 
Inconveniences which muft arife from the prefent Mode of col- 
lecting 
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letting Green Forage. I cannot for a Moment fuppofe that any 
Proceedings have taken place in the Manner of collecting that 
Article, under any Authority from you, that could be unnecefTa- 
rily diftrefling to any Individual ; but it does not occur to me how 
it is poffible to provide a fufficient Supply of Forage in any other 
Way ; it is the fame Mode which I underftand has been always 
practifed, and to depart from it would bring an intolerable Load 
of Expence on this Country, and therefore I cannot give you any 
Reafon to hope that Recourfe can be had to any other Method of 
Supply. 



EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dundas to his 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of York ; dated Horfe Guards, 
18th November 1794. 

IN the feveral Calculations which have been made refpecting 
the Difpofition of the Troops under your Royal Highnefs's Com- 
mand, I perceive, that all thefe Diftributioris are made under the 
Idea that the Extent of the Infantry does not exceed 22,000 Men ; 
this has more than once ftruck me as falling very fhort of 
the Number of Men actually in Britifh Pay; and, on referring 
to the Returns, I have been unable to account on what Ground 
all thefe Calculations have been formed of your effective Force. 
By the Returns of the iff of October laft, which are now before 
me, I perceive that the Britifh Infantry amounted at that Time 
to 17,873 Rank and File, prefent and fit for Dity ; and that the 
Foreign Troops in Britifh Pay, viz. Hanoverians, Heffians, HefTe 
Darmftadt, and Baden, exclufive of the different Foreign Corps, 
fuch as La Chartres, Prince de Salm's, Hompefch's, and others, . 
to 9,058. making together, 26,931 Rank and File, prefent and fit 
for Duty; and fuppofing the laft-mentioned irregular Corps to 
amount only to about 3,000 Men, the Extent of the Infantry, ac- 
cording to that Calculation, falls little fhort of 30,000 Men. I 
am aware that, fince thefe Returns were prepared, the different 
Services which have occurred have occafioned a Dimunition of that 
Force ; but certainly not to an Extent that can reduce it by even 
One-fourth of the Difference: It would, therefore, be a great 
Satisfaction to me to be favoured with fome Explanation from' 
your Royal Highnefs upon this Subjea, at your earlieft Con- 
venience ; and I muft beg at the fame Time, that your Royal 
Highnefs will be pleafed to order, that complete Returns may be 
prepared and tranfmitted to me, of all the different Corps which 
have been railed ; for though Major General Craig has hitherto 

lound 
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found a Difficulty in obtaining fuch .Returns from the different 
Commanding Officers, it is a Point which ought to be infixed 
upon, as it is impoflibie that the Government of this Country can 
acquiefce in the Payments of Troops which they are unable to 
account for. 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dundas to Colonel 
Nesbitt; dated Horfe Guards, 13th March 1795. 

UPON a Comparifon of the Returns of the Foreign Corps, 
which you have tranfmitted, with their refpective Eftablifhments, 
moll of them, I obferve, are very deficient in point of Numbers, 
and though I am well aware that the Difficulty of recruiting is 
confiderabiy increafed, there is certainly too much Reafon to ap- 
prehend that the Commanding Officers have, in fome Degree, 
kept them in their prefent reduced State, in order to ferve their 
own private Views, which I am forry to fay, from the Accounts I 
have received of their Conduct on feveral Occafions, appear to 
have fuperfeded every other Confideration. 

I hope very foon to receive from you your Ideas on the beft 
Means to be adopted for obliging them punctually to fulfil the 
Stipulations of their refpective Capitulations, and for eftablifhing 
a Syftem of Orc'er, CEconomy, and Regularity in their Accounts. 
In the mean Time, you will apprize them of His Majelty's Ex- 
pectation that they fhould, by every Exertion in their Power, en- 
deavour to complete their refpective Corps to the Numbers of 
Rank and File which they had agreed to raife ; and that no Pro- 
pofals whatever, for an Augmentation of any of the Corps, can be 
liflened to, at lead as long as any Men (hall be wanting to their 
prefent Eflablifliment. 

The Officers now in Command of his Majefly's Forces on the 
Continent will receive Orders from His Royal Highnefs the Duke 
ot York to afford you every Affiftance in their Power for enabling 
you to enforce an immediate Obedience on the Part of the Officers 
and other Perfons attached to the Corps placed under your Infpec- 
tion, to whatever Regulations you may eftablifh, in purfuance of 
your Inftructions, and particularly for putting a Stop to any fraudu- 
lent Practices which you may find it neceffary to reform in the 
Adjuftment of all Matters connected with their pecuniary 
Concerns, 

EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dundas to Colonel 
Nesbitt; dated Horfe Guards, 8th April 1795. 

I SHALL take an early Opportunity of receiving and tranf- 
mitting to you His Majcfty's Pleafure with refpeft to the recruiting 
of thefe Corps, and* the Propriety of drafting fuch of them as are 
very weak, and do not appear likely to fulfil their Engagements, 
agreeably to your Suggeflions ; I Jhall alfo fubmit to His Majefty's 
Confideration the Arrangement you have propofed for entering into 
an Agreement with the Colonels, to provide their refpedtive Corps 
with Clothing, Arms, Appointments, Bread, and Forage, and 
every other Requifite of Service, as I am perfuaded it is only by 
iome Contract of this Nature that the fraudulent Practices which 
have prevailed among them can be effectually checked. 



EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Ditndas to His 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of York ; dated Horfe Guards, 
20th September 1795. 

IN feveral of General Wallmoden's Difpatches, your Royal 
Highnefs will have obferved the flrongeft Complaints refpe&ing 
the State of the HelTe CafTel Troops, and the Conduct of the 
Landgrave, who appears to have difregarded feveral Reprefentations 
made to him by the General, requiring a more ftricl: Compliance, 
on his Part, with the Terms of the exifting Treaties ; and as his 
Serene Highnefs has fince concluded a Peace with France, it can 
hardly be doubted that he will be ftill lefs difpofed at prefent to 
adhere to his Engagements. 

Upon a Confideration of all Circumflances, it will be Subje£t 
of iuture Communication, to what Extent His Majefty's conceives 
himfelf bound in further pecuniary Advances to the Landgrave, in 
virtue of the Subfidiary Treaty between them ; but it is material, in 
the firft Place, to afcertain precifely the different Points of the 
Treaty, in the Execution of which he appears already to have 
been deficient ; and how far this Deviation from the Terms would 
juftify the withholding the Whole, or any Part of the Sums, now 
due to the Landgrave, to the Payment of which he can have no 
Claim if he has not, on his Part, performed the Services in Return 
for which thole Allowances were agreed to be made ; I mull there- 
fore requeft of your Royal Highnefs to inftrucl: General Wallmoden 
to furnifh a diftinft Report on this Head, a Service in which I con- 
ceive he might be ufefully a flirted by Lieutenant Colonel Gunn, 
who has lately had an Opportunity of infpefling the Heflian 
Vol. II. Q q Troops, 
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Troops, and who, from his Situation and Experience as Mufter 
Mafler, mull be competent to fpeak with Judgment and Precifion 
on the Subjeft. It is proper that I fhould further acquaint your 
Royal Highnefs on this Subject, that in confequence of General 
Wallmoden's Reports to me, a Letter was written by Lord Gren- 
ville to Mr. Heathcote, His Majefty's Minifter accredited to the 
Landgrave, directing that the ftrongeft Reprefentations fhould be 
made to the Landgrave, of his Majefty's Expectations that the 
Treaty would be more punftually fulfilled on his Part, but that no 
Anfwer has yet been received ; and that Lord Grenville wrote to 
the Lords Commiflioners of His Majefty's Treafury, directing their 
Lordfhips, by His Majefty's Command, to fufpend, till further 
Order, all Payments to the Landgrave on Account of the Subfidiary 
Treaties. 



EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Du N D AS to His 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of York ; dated Parliament Street, 
Auguft 1796. 

IN confequence of the Reports lately received, of the prefent 
Situation and Eftablifhment of feveral of the Foreign Corps raifed 
for His Majefty's Service, it has been judged neceflary to reduce 
fome, and to make Alterations in others, with a View, on the one 
Hand, to a Diminution of the Expencc incurred on their Account, 
and, on the other, to render them more efficient for any Service on 
which they may be hereafter employed. I have not received His 
Majefty's Commands to convey to Your Royal Highnefs any precife 
Inftruftions with refpeft to the Mcafures to be adopted for attaining 
thefe Improvements ; and I fhall therefore confine myfelf to fug- 
geft to your Royal Highnefs fuch Difpofitions as have occurred to 
me, leaving to your Royal Highncls's Judgment and Difcrction, to 
apply or modify them according to Circumffances, and the Reports 
you may receive from the Officers, under whofe immediate Infpec- 
tion the Corps in Oueflion are now placed. 

With refpeft. to the Cadres, they appear to me expenfive, without 
any Profpeft of adequate Advantage ; and fhould your Royal High- 
nefs concur in this Opinion, you will, I make no doubt, take imme- 
diate Meafures for reducing them, making fome fmall Allowance, 
as a Gratuity to the Officers and Men, on their being difbanded and 
difcharged His Majefty's Service; and taking the fame Precautions 
for enfuring their Return to the Continent, as were obferved with 
refpeft to the Regiment of Choifcul, when it was difmiffed His 
Majefty's Service. 

With 
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With refpefl to the Regiments of Mortemar and Caffries, I beg 
Leave to fubmit to your Royal Highnefs's Confideration, whether 
their prefent Eftablifhment of Officers are not upon a Scale much 
too extenfive for their refpeclive Numbers of Men. If they mould 
appear fo to your Royal Highncfs, as there is very little Chance of 
procuring Recruits for either of them, you will perhaps form fome 
Plan of drafting one of thefe Corps into the other, or of reducing 
the refpeftive Eftablifhment of each, in Proportion to their Number 
of Men, as may appear moll advifeable for the Purpofe of Public 
Economy, and of Advantage to His Majefty's Military Service. 

The prefent Eftablifhment of the Regiment of La Chatre fhould 
be amended, and affimilated to thofe of other Foreign Corps, ac- 
cording to fuch Suggeftions as may be fubmitted to your Royal 
Highnefs by the Infpe£tor General. 

With refpeft to the Hulans Britanniques, your Royal Highnefs 
will, perhaps, think it not inexpedient to authorize the Infpeftor 
General to make anv fuitable Arrangement for transferring fuch 
of the Men as may be Germans, and willing to ferve, to the Regi- 
ments of La Chatre, Caftries, or Mortemar, or (if more expedient) 
to any of the Foreign Corps deftined for the Weft Indies. The 
Remainder muft be font to the Continent, and difcharged in the 
fame Manner as the Men to be withdrawn from Mortemar's Regi- 
ment, making to them, and the Officers, who muft be reduced, 
fuch Allowances as may be flipulated for by the Capitulation of the 
Regiment; or if it contains no fpecific Article in this Refpeft, 
fuch as have been heretofore granted to other Regiments difbanded 
under fimilar Circumftances. 



EXTRACT of Letters from the Duke of Portland to Major 
General Williamson; dated Whitehall, the 6th and 7th 
October, 1794. 

YOU will, of courfe, as foon as you are enabled, tranfmit 
fuch Information as is required by your Inftructions, efpecially 
fuch as relate to the Revenue, the Crown and Church Lands of 
every Defcription, including thofe appropriated to religious Efta- 
blifhments, and the Eftates of the Perfons killed in Arms againft 
His Majefty, where there appear no lawful Heirs, or fuch only at 
are living in the Enemy's Country, to hold the fame. This latter 
Circumftance will, in the Courfe of Events, render it highly expe- 
dient that you fhould collect, all fuch Particulars as may ferve to 
trace out and afcertain the Courfe of Defcent, in regard to fuch 
Eftates, according to the Law of the Colony ; alfo fuch Informa- 
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tion as may be requifite for receiving His Majefty's Pleafure on 
the Eftablifhment of fuch civil Offices as the prefent Government 
of the Colony abfolutely requires, with the Amount of the Sala- 
ries, and of the Fees and Perquifites, when received, and as far as 
the fame can be afcertained, which, previous to the Year 1789, 
were received by fuch Offices refpeclively ; and, in the mean 
Time, it will be neceffary that you fhould immediately tranfmit a 
Lift of the temporary Civil Appointments already made by you, to 
Perfous now holding the fame, with the Amount of the Fees and 
Perquifites refpeftively annexed to each of them. 



EXTRACT of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to Major 
General Williamson ; dated Whitehall, 7th October 1794. 

YOU will obferve frOm His Majefty's Inftruftions to you, as 
Governor of St. Domingo, that you are to tranfmit to their Lord- 
fhips. from Time to Time, all Matters relative to the Revenue of 
the Colony, and to receive their Lordfhips Directions thereupon ; 
and it is equally neceffary, until a Receiver General is appointed 
by their Lordfhips, that Accounts of all Receipts and Expendi- 
tures within theColony, with proper Vouchers, fhould, through you, 
be tranfmitted to their Lordfhips, by the Perfons who have refpec- 
tively received or expended the fame. 

Mr. Rouffelet's Account Current to the 5th July laft, with His 
Majefty's Government, as far as it relates to Difburfements, con- 
tains only an Abftra6t, or Heads of an Account, without any of the 
neceffary Vouchers, which you will of Courfe direcl him to lay 
before you, in order that you may tranfmit them to the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Treafury. / 
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COPIES of Letters from the Secretaries of the Treafury to the 
Governors and Commiffary General at St. Domingo, &c. 

No. 1. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Rose to Sir Adam William. 
SON ; dated the 15th Auguft 1795. 

6 1 R» 

ON an attentive Confideration of the Accounts and Vouchers 
Which have been tranfmitted by you of the Expenditure of Monies 

advanced 
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advanced to the Agent General in Jamaica, for Charges incurred 
there, and in the Part of St. Domingo poffeffed by the Britifh 
Forces, it appears to the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty's 
Treafury, that fufficient Care has not been taken to check the fe- 
veral Expences ; my Lords have therefore been induced to appoint 
a regular Commiffariate for the Forces in the latter, with an Au- 
thority extending to fuch Charges as fhall be incurred in the for- 
mer, and not borne by the Ifland : The Officers compofing it will 
have full InftrucYions for their Guidance, and thofe Gentlemen 
will fail with the firlt convenient Opportunity. 

You will obferve, upon perufal of the enclofed Extracts, from 
the Act for better auditing the Public Accounts, that you muft ac- 
count regularly before the Commiffioners appointed under that 
Aft, as all other Governors do. In the Examination of fuch Ac- 
count before the faid Commiffioners, the Vouchers hitherto received 
from you are by no means fufficient to difcharge you of the Sums 
you have drawn for. The Abftrafts of the Agent General, altho' 
examined by the Council, cannot poffibly be fatisfaclory, without 
the Production of Bills of Particulars, and Receipts of the Parties, 
as Vouchers to fubftantiate every Article in thofe Abftrafcls, accom- 
panied by Certificates for afcertaining correftly that every Purchafe 
was made at the Market Price, and alfo Documents to fhew how 
every Article was difpofed of. 

When the Expenditure became extenfive, even in the Ifland of 
Jamaica, the Examination by the Council there could not be as 
effectual as was neceffary ; and with refpeft to the Charges incur- 
red in St. Domingo, it could be of no effential Advantage what- 
ever : — the Information already furnifhed, if not more complete 
than has been tranfmitted to this Board, could not have 
enabled an Examination in the fmalleft Degree ufeful. In the In- 
ftance of the Hire of Veffels, amounting to large Sums, and appa- 
rently at high Rates, there are no Certificates to afcertain that thev 
were taken up on the moft advantageous Terms. Many other Ar- 
ticles appear alfo to require Proof of the economical Purchafe and 
due Application of them, particularly with refpeel to Provifions, 
as in moft Cafes neither the Quantities or Prices are fpecified. 

The Rate of the Commiffion to the Agent General, for Bufinefs 
done by him, a Part of which is merely the negociating Bills, ap- 
pears to be much too high, on a very extenfive Scale ; but the 
double Commiffion to one Agent in St. Domingo, and another in 
Jamaica, for the fame Sums, is utterly inadmiflible, and can by no 
Poffibility be allowed in your Accounts. 

Thefe Confiderations appear to my Lords of fo important a Na- 
ture as to render it expedient for the Commiffioners for auditing 
the Public Accounts to proceed with as little Delay as poffible in 

the 
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the Exmination of your's, and their Lordfhips have given Dh-ee. 
tions accordingly, in order that the proper Inveftigation may be 
had, while the Parties who have been employed in the Service can 
bet-ailed upon by you for the necelTary Vouchers; in doing which 
you fhould, for your own Security, as well as for the Public In- 
tereft, ufe your utmoft Diligence immediately. 

Mr. Wigglefworth, who is appointed the Commiflary General, 
has been many Years a principal Officer under the above-mentioned 
Commiflioners ; you will therefore find him extremely ufeful in 
informing you of every Thing that it will be requifite for you to 
do, in preparing your Accounts for the Examination of that Board. 

As Mr. Wigglef'.vorih will of courfe, on his Arrival, have the 
Superintendance of the Army in St. Domingo, and, as before ob- 
ferved, of fuch Expences in Jamaica as are not borne by the 
Ifland, which muft neceffarily be a confiderable Relief to you, and 
cannot fail of being attended with great Advantage to the Public, 
my Lords are therefore perfuaded, that in the Execution of his 
Duty, which perhaps will be rendered difficult by its interfering' 
with former Ufage, you will render him every Affiftance, and give 
him every Support in your Power. 

As it is agreed by the Capitulations, dated the t8th Auguft 
1703, between Monfieur de Charmilly on the Part of the Inhabitants 
of La Grande Anfe and yourfelf, that all Expences, except Naval 
Ones, {hall be borne by the Colony, an accurate Account of the 
Taxes fhould be regularly tranfmitted, with a Statement of the 
Mode adopted for collecting and accounting for the fame, together 
with the Application thereof. — The Accounts ofthe Produce of 
the Duties already fent afford no fatisfa£rory Information at all. 

I am, &c. George Roje. 



No. 6. Copy of Mr. Rose's Letter to the Commiflioners for 
auditing the Public Accounts ; dated the 2d June 1796. 
GENTLEMEN, 

THE Nature and the Amount of the Expenditure at St. 
Domingo by Sir Adam Williamfon, late Governor of that Settle- 
ment, renders it of confiderable Importance that the Inveftigation 
of his Accounts fhould take place with the leaft poflible Delay, 
efpecially as Mr. Bogle, through whofe Hands it appears the Money 
chiefly palled, is at prefent here, but is likely foon to return to the 
Weft Indies ; I am commanded by the Lords Commiflioners of His 
Majefty's Treafury to defire you will immediately proceed on the 
Examination of the faid Accounts with the leaft Interruption that 
Circumftances will admit of. 

I am, &c. George Rofe. 
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No. 7. Copy of Letter from Mr. Rose to Mr. Wiggle sworth ; 
dated the 5th Auguft 1796. 

SIR, 

THERE is confiderable Difficulty, under exifting Circum- 
ftances, in fending out any confiderable Supply of Specie ; it is 
therefore of Importance that you fhould make the beft Arrange- 
ments you can in the mode of drawing Bills to keep down the 
Courfe of Exchange. The Lords Commiflioners of His Majefly's 
Treafury have had under their Confideration the State of the Reve- 
nues of the Ifland of St. Domingo, tranfmitted in your Letter of the 
15th of May, but they are not enabled to give any fpecific Direc- 
tions on that SubjecT:, as it is (till under their Deliberation ; but 
they direct me to exprefs to you their Lordfhips Impatience to fee 
the Accounts you have given them Room to expe£t, in order that 
they may have under their View a State of the whole Expenditure 
in the Ifland in all its Branches, as it has been fo immenfe as to 
make it an Objeft of their moft ferious Attention. 

My Lords will give Directions to prevent the fending out any 
Butter or Peafe in future : There can be no Doubt of the Propriety 
of fuch Quantities of thefe Articles being fold as cannot be con- 
fumed before they are fpoiled. 

An Extraft of as much of your Letter as refpedrs the Demand 
for the Tranfportof Horfes from America, and for the Purchafe of 
Negroes, has been fent to His Majefly's Secretary of State. On 
the Arrival of the Deputy Paymaftcr, you will of courfe be exone- 
nerated from that Part of his Duty, which you mention your being 
in the Execution of in his Abfence. 

I am, &c. George Rofe. 



No. 8. Copy of Letter from Mr.RosE to Mr. Wigglesworth; 
dated the 5th Augufl 1796. 

I R, 

SOME Charges for Boat Hire for Troops having been lately 
made, which have not heretofore been ufually incurred, I am com- 
manded by the Lords Commiflioners ot His Majefly's Treafury to 
acquaint you, that in all ordinary Services of the Troops, the Boats 
belonging to the Tranfports fhould be made ufe of ; and that mv 
Lords can admit of no Allowance being made for Boat Hire, ex- 
cept in particular Inftances, where the abfolute Neceflity fhall be 
certified by the Commander in Chief ; in which. Cafes, if at Home, 
the Expences are, on fuch Certificates, to be defrayed by the 
Tranfport Board, and if Abroad, in the Diftnft under your Com- 
miflariate by you. 

I am, &c. George Rofe. 
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No. g. Copy of Mr. Rose's Letter to General Forbes, at St. 
Domingo ; dated the 20th Auguft 1796. 

SIR, 

SOME Expences having been incurred in the Engineer's De- 
partment in the Leeward Iflands, without the previous Authority 
of the Commander in Chief, contrary to the ftanding Inftru&ions 
of the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty's Tieafury, I am com- 
manded bv their Lordfhips to call your Attention in a particular 
Manner to the Importance of as ftrici an Adherence as poffible to 
there being no Expences incurred in the Ifland of St. Domingo, 
without previous Authority being obtained for that Purpofe. 

I am, &.c. George Rofe. 



No. to. Copy of Letter from Mr. Rose to Mr. Wigg lesworth ; 
dated the 21ft November 1795. 

sir, 

THE Anxiety expreffed to you, on your Appointment, and 
the Directions given to you ftnee, that this Board mould as early as 
poflible be fully informed of the State of the Expenditure at St. 
Domingo, led to an Expectation that a full and clear Account 
thereof would long fince have been tranfmitted by you ; the Want 
of fuch Information is attended with very ferious Inconvenience, 
as their Lordfhips are entirely without? the Means of judging 
whether any, or what Part of the heavy Expences at prefent in- , 
curred, can be difcontinucd. Your Letter of the 24th Auguft 
(No. 19.) by the Way of America, advifing of your having drawn, 
of that Date, for /".300,coo in Two Bills, is come to Hand ; but 
the Letter of the fame Day, which you mentioned having written 
by the Packet, is not received. 

It is now more than ever important that you fhould with the 
leaf! poflible Delav, lend, ii it is not already done, a detailed Ac- 
count of all the Charges incurred in the Ifland fince you entered on 
the Duties ol your Ollice, lhewing what Purchafes have been 
made, of Provifions, Stores, Clothing, or other Articles; what 
Sums of Money you have paid, and to whom, as well as for what 
fpecific Purpofes. Returns ihould alfo be made with as much 
Regularity as poffible, ot the Number of Perfons victualled, with 
their Defcriptions ; and of the Corps, and their Strength, who are 
paid ami cloathed, with the Amount of the Demands tor the fame ; 
together with as accurate a Return as the Circumftances will admit, 
of the Quantities of Provifions in Store ; which fhould further be 
accompanied by a general Account, periodically, of the whole Re- 
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ceipts and Expenditure, giving Credit as well for what comes to 
your Hands from the Revenue of the ifland, as by Bills drawn on 
their Lordfhips. 

There does not exift the fame Difficulty now as did fome Time 
fince, refpecting the Supply of Salt Provifions from hence. 

Inclofed, I fend you an Account of the Quantities of Provifions 
fent by the Commiffioners of Victualling for the Supply of the 
Troops in St. Domingo. 

I am, &c. George Rofe. 



No. 11. Copy of Letter from Mr. Ros e to Mr. Wigg LES WORTH ; 
dated the 16th December 1796. 

SIR, 

MAJOR General Simcoe, who is appointed by His Majefty 
to be Governor of fuch Parts of the Ifland of St. Domingo as are 
or may be in His Majefty's Poffcffion, and to command in chief 
there, will immediately proceed to take upon him that Command ; 
and as he lias received Inftructions from His Majefty's Secretary of 
State, to effeft a great and immediate Reduction of the enormous 
Expence which has been incurred in that Ifland for fome Time 
paft, I have it in command from the Lords Commiffioners of His 
Majefty's Treafury, to direft you to give every AfTiftance in your 
Power to his Excellency towards the Attainment of that Object. 
To enable you to do fo, he will of courfe communicate to you fuch 
Part of his Inductions as he fhall think neceflary ; and you will 
not fail to make the earlieft Communication to him poffiblc, of all 
the Particulars of the Charges which have been incurred, in order 
that he may judge under what Heads, and to what Extent, Savings 
may be made ; to this End, it may be ufeful you fhould furnifh. 
him v v i 1 1 1 all the Particulars you may have tranfmitted to the Lords 
Commiffioners of His Majefty's Treafury, efpecially what was re- 
quired by my Letter of the 21ft of November laft; the Want of 
that Information has hitherto prevented any correel; Opinion being 
formed how far the Expectation that was entertained by my Lords, 
of the Advantage likely to arife to the Public Service by your Ap- 
pointment, has been anfwered by your CondufcL 

The utmoft Reliance is had on the Exertions of General Simcoe, 
in the Execution of the Truft now confided to him, and my Lords 
are willing to believe you will do all that is poffible, within your 
Power, to enable him to make thofe effectually. 

I am, &c. George Rofe. 



Vol. II. 



No. 12. 
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No. 12. Copy of Letter from Mr. Rose to Mr. Wiggles- 
worth ; dated the 18th January 1797. 

SIR, 

THE Statement in your Letter of the 7th of October, re- 
fpecung Porter, induced the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefly's 
Treafury to direct that no more of that Article fhould be fent to St. 
Domingo, of which you have been already apprized ; but as you 
mention a NecefTity of a Supply of it in Bottles, their Lordfhips 
have given Directions for Five Hundred Dozen to be immediately 
(hipped, and will order a further Quantity to follow. 

Mv Lords have alfo ordered 200 Pipes ot Madeira Wine, of the 
bed Quality, to be fent you by the earliefi Conveyance in different 
fized Cafks. 

You will of courfe call the Attention of General Simcoe to the 
extravagant Price of Forage ; and there can be no Doubt, but that 
in confequence of the Inllruftions he carried out, as well as from 
bis anxious Defire to lelfen the enormous Expenditure in the Ifland, 
be will reduce the Number ot Rations as low as the Service will 
poflibly admit. I am, &c. 

George Rofe. 



No. 13. Copy of Letter from Mr. Rose to Mr. Wiggles- 
worth ; dated the 27th January 1797. 

SIR, 

IT is not necefTary for mc to add any Thing to what I com- 
municated to you in mv laft, by Direction of the Lords Commif- 
fioners of His Majeffy's Treafury, refpecling the future Expendi- 
ture in St. Domingo, in confequence of your Letters of the 7th 
and nth of October lalt, Governor Simcoe having carried out 
with him lull InflrucHons on that Subject; but I am directed by 
their Lordfhips to apprize vou, that Mr. M'Neal, in refufing the 
Bribe offered to him by Monf. Pernotin, did not do all that bis 
Duty required of him As it is of Importance to the Public, that 
the Perfons in its Service fhould be known who were Parties to 
the corrupt Tianfaclions * alluded to in the Correfpondence in the 
Gazette Royals de Saint Dominique of September the 8th 1796, 
their Lordfhips therefore expect you will ufe your utmofl Diligence 
to difcover every In fiance you poflibly can of Mifconducl on the 
Part of the Officers of the Commilfariate, or in any other Situations 
of Trnft, as well to enable the mod effectual Meafures being taken 
for Prevention of fuch Offences in future, as to punifh the Delin- 
quents who have already betrayed their Truft, if any Means can be 
devifed of doing fo. 

* Tranftftions of a fimilar Nature were difcovered in the Leeward Iflands, 
for the Particulars of which, fee the Report of the Office of Ordnance. 

My 
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My Lords have direflcd the Commiflioners of Victualling to 
fend only 1,520,833 Pounds of Pork from hence towards the Sup- 
ply for the Troops in St. Domingo for the prefent Year, relying 
upon the Information communicated in your laid Letters, that you 
can obtain the Remainder of the necelfary Supplies in the Ifland, 
or from America. 

You fhould have mentioned the Name of the Victualler which 
went to Jamaica without Orders, that a proper Enquiry mi ght 
have been made, whether in confeqnencc thereof any Proceedings 
fhould have been h..d againfl the Matter, or a Remedy taken againft 
the Owners. 

My Lords will difcontinue the further Supply of Teneriffe and 
Fayal Wines for the prefent. I am, &c. 

George Rofe. 



No. 14. Copy ot Letter from Mr. Rose to Major Gen. Si mcoe ; 
dated the 27th January 1797. 

SIR, 

YOU have probably been apprized, by the CommifTary 
General, of an Attempt to corrupt one of his Afiiftants ; but left 
the Tranfaftion fhould not have been communicated to you, 011 
account of its having pafled foine Time before your Arrival, the 
Lords Commiflioners ot His Majefty's Treafury have directed me 
to fend you Copies of the Letters and Papers received from Mr. 
Commiffary Wigglefworth, in order that you may caufe the molt 
attentive Enquiries to be made, whether anv other Attempts of 
Perfons furnifhing Provifions or other Articles for the Public Ser- 
vice have been more fuccefstul ; and I am further commanded by 
their Lordfhips to defire, if in confequence thereof you fhall dif- 
cover any Frauds to have been praclifed, that you will fend to this 
Beard the fulleft Information refpetling the fame that you can ob- 
tain. 1 am, &c. 

George Rofe. 



No. 15. Copy of Letter from Mr. Rose to Mr. Wiggles- 
worth; dated the 28th January 1797. 

SIR, 

HAVING fo lately, as in my Letter of the 2 1 ft of Novem- 
ber laft, exprefTed to you the Importance, and indeed the abfolute 
Neceffity of a full and diftinft Communication being made to the 
Lords Commiflioners of His Majefty's Treafury, refpefting the Ex- 
penditure in St. Domingo, I fhould not have had Occafion now 

Rr 2 again 
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again to call the Attention of their Lordfhips to the Subject, but 
for the Bills you have drawn, which have juft appeared, to fo im- 
menfe an Amount as Seven Hundred Thoufand Pounds at once. — 
It is perfectly intelligible that you fhould not be able with Conve- 
nience to tranfmit your Accounts in due Form, accompanied with 
all the neceffary Vouchers, earlier than the Time mentioned in vour 
Letter of the- 10 I1 of hift Monih ; but you certainly could, without 
the fmalleft Difficulty, have fent luch a general Statement as would 
have been efTentially ufeful in (hewing the feveral Heads of Ex- 
pence, fo as to have enabled the Board to form lome Kind of 
Judgment on the Subjeft, on which they might have afted. The 
Suddennefs of the Demand from you, as well as the Amount of it, 
occafions fo very ferious an Inconvenience, that your Bills are not 
yet accepted, and I muff wait for the fpecial Directions of their 
Lordfhips rcfpecling them. I have only further to refer you once 
more to the Directions in my Letter before-mentioned, and to re- 
quire you to conform yourfelf thereto ftriftly, and with the utmoft 
Regularity. I am, &c. 

George Rofc. 



No, 16. Copy of Letter from Mr. Rose to the Commifhoners for 
auditing the Public Accounts; dated the 28th January 1797. 

GENTLEMEN, 

AS the Accounts of the Expenditure of a large Sum of 
Money in St. Domingo are now under vour Confideratton, 1 am 
commanded by the Lords Commifhoners of His Majeff y's Treafury 
to tranfmit to you a Letter from Mr. Wig -lefworth, now Commif- 
fary General there, together with the Inclofures which were re- 
ceived therewith, refpefting fome corrupt Tran factions which ap- 
pear to have been praclifed at St. Marc in that Ifland, that you may 
invefligate the fame as far as you (hall be enabled fo to do, for the 
Purpofe of acquainting my Lords what, in your Opinion, may be 
the beft Mode of punilhing the Delinquents, and obtaining Reftitu- 
tion for the Public ; and in order that vour Attention may be di- 
rected to difcover, if poffible, whether any other Abufes of a fimilar 
Nature have been committed in that Ifland. I am, &c. 

George Rofe. 



No. 17. Copy of Letter from Mr. Long to Mr. Wiggles- 
worth ; dated the 19th April 1797. 

SIR, 

THE Lords Commifhoners of His Majeftv's Treafury 
having had under their further Confideration the feveral Inclofures 

tranfmitted 
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tranfmitted in your Letter, refpedting the corrupt Tranfaftions 
which appear to have been pra&ifed at St. Marc's, in the Maud of 
St. Domingo, by Perfons employed in the Pur-chafe of Articles on 
Account of Government, I am commanded by their Lordlhips to 
acquaint you, that in cafe you can point out the Predeceffors of Mr. 
M'Neal, who may have fuffered themfelves to have been corrupted 
in the Manner therein mentioned, my Lords conceive fuch Perfons 
will be the Objefts for Profecution by His Majefty's Law Officers. 

I am further dire&ed to acquaint you, that it is indifpenfably 
neceffary, in all Cafes of Purchafe, that the bell Certificates poffible 
mould be obtained of the Market Prices, or aclual Value, on the 
Spot, of every Article ; and that without fuch Certificates, the 
Commiffioners for auditing the Public Accounts will not allow any 
Charges for Articles purchafed. I am, &c. 

Charles Long. 



EXTRACT of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to the 
Officer commanding in chief in St. Domingo; daLed White- 
hall, the 30th September 1795. 

BY the 18th Article of His Majefty's Inftruflions, and the 
Aft therein referred to, no Money arifing from the Eftatcs of Ab- 
sentees can be tranfmitted to fuch ot them as are now refiding in 
any Place under the Dominion of France ; and the fame In- 
ftruclion provides in what Manner. Money arifing from fuch Pro- 
perty may be fecured for the prefent, until it may be difpofed of 
according to the Rules of Jullice and Equity ; fuch Property may 
therefore not improperly be confidered in the fame Light as the 
vacant Succeffibns, the Produce of which is referved for the Be- 
nefit of the Perfons who may prove to be lawfully entitled to it. 

The Produce of the Effates of thofe w r ho have been, and continue 
in Hoflility to His Majefty, fhould be paid, as has already been 
obferved in my Difpatches to Sir Adam Williamfon, with all Ar- 
rears, and ftrictly accounted for to fuch Perfon as the Lords Com- 
miflioners of His Majefty's Treafury fhall appoint Receiver Gene- 
ral, or fha-11 efpecially direct to receive the fame, and the Receiver 
during the Interim fhould pay and account to you, as exercifing 
the Government for the Time being, for all fuch Proceeds, a regu- 
lar Account of which you fhould fend to the Lords of the Treafury 
by every Opportunity, and receive -their Lordfhips Directions 
thereon. 

From the Letters of the Colonial Council, received with the 
above, from Sir Adam Williamfon, I am very forry to obferve the 
Appointment of Two Perfons, with the Salary ot 36,000 Livres 

each 



3 r o Supplement (G.) Continued. 



each, under the Appellation of Deputies from the Superior Coun- 
cil to His Majeftv and (his Government. It is impofTible for me 
not to confider the Eftabliflittiefet of Two fuch Offices, more efpe- 
cially in the prefent reduced State of the Finances of the Colony, 
as an unwarranted and extravagant Wafte of the Public Money, 
and an unneceffary Accumulation to the Debt of the Ifland, for 
the Payment of which it ftands pledged by the Terms of Capitu- 
lation. Whatever Idea may be annexed by the Council to the 
Situation of a Deputy, he mull be confidered here in the fame 
Light with the Agents from our own Iflands, who are Perfons ap- 
pointed by their refpeclive Legiflatures to reprefent or folicit fuch 
Matters as they are inftrufted upon, but perfectly diflinft from, 
and unconnected with the Executive Authority of the Ifland, and 
in no wife interfering wffh the Communication between that Au- 
thority and His Majefly's confidential Servants here. Having faid 
thus much, I (hall only add, that the Appointment of a Second 
Agent for St. Domingo, even on a Suppofition of the moft favour- 
able Extenfion of His Majefly's Pofleflions in that Ifland, mull be 
immediately difcontinued. 

I cannot conclude this Letter, without particularly noticing fome 
Reprefentations which have been made to me on the prefent Con- 
ftitution of the Council of J u {lice at Port au Prince, of which I 
have received no official Information, notwithstanding my Letter 
to Sir Adam Williamfon of the 6th October lafl, which required 
him to tranfmit fuch Information " as might"*be requifite for re- 

ceiving His Majefly's Pleafure on the Eftablifhment of fuch 
" Civil Offices as the prefent Government of the Colony abfolutely 
" required, with the Amount of the Salaries and of the Fees and 
" Rcquifites." Thefo Reprefentations ftate, that the above Coun- 
cil at prefent coufifls of Fourteen Counfellors, including a Firfl 
and Second Doyen, with a Firfl and Second Prefident, a Procn- 
rcur, and Advocate General ; whereas the Ellablifhment of Perfons 
forming the Council, and who only received Salaries in 1789, 
when the Colony vras entire, confifted, as I underftand, of only 
Eleven Counfellors, One Prefident, and One Procureur General. 
Such an Increafe, therefore, as is reprefented to me to have taken 
place is highly culpable, and the augmenting the Salaries which 
were afligncd to thofe Places, and creating new ones, is Hill more 
fo ; and no Time mull be loft in reducing the Court to its original 
Ellablifhment. 

Confidcring the fmall compenfative Portion ol Territory which 
we now poffefs, and the ofFenfive military Operations about to 
take place, in Conformity to the Inflruclions which you will re- 
ceive from Mr. Secretary Dundas in this Behalf, which Opera- 
tions, from their Nature, mull in a great meafure leffen, if not en- 
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tirely fufpend, for a Time, the civil Jurifdiclion and Authorities, 
it feems abfurd to fuppofe that a Council of Juftice, confifting of 
Eleven Members and One Prefident, who joins to his Situation 
that of Chief Juftice of Police, with a Procureur General, muft 
not be fufficient for the Adminiuration of Juftice in all theDiftri&s 
now in our Poire Ilion. 

Such of them as are not necelTarilv employed at Port au Prince 
mould take their Tour of Duty, and be employed in the feveral 
Diftri&s ; fuch a Mode of proceeding on their Parts, with the 
Aififlance of the Juges de Paix of each Diftncf. (who I underftand 
^receive no Salaries) would, no doubt, render feparate and diftinct 
Courts ot Juftice in thole Diftricts unneceirary tor the prefent, and 
thereby produce a confiderable Saving to the Public. 

Not having received from Sir Adam Williamfon, as I have al- 
ready mentioned, the Information required by my Letter of the 
6th October iaft, it is not pofhble to determine what civil Officers 
may be requifite in the prefent Situation of Affairs in St. Domingo ; 
but pending military Operations, tl>ey muft neceffarily be but very- 
few, and therefore the only Direction that can be given on this 
Point, and which His Majefty's Service, not lefs than the Intereft 
of the Colony requires, is, that civil Appointments fhould be as 
limitted in Number, and asceconomically paid as poflible ; for while 
the military Conteft for the Country continues, iittle other than 
military Authority ought to prevail ; and upon that Principle, when 
no urgent Reafon operates to the contrar) , you ought to regulate 
your Conduct conformably to the Powers veiled in you by your 
Commiffion, which both authorizes and directs you to be guided 
by the Law Martial, where Circumilances require it. 



COPY of a Letter from William Huskissom, Efq. to 
Charles Long, Efq. dated Horfe Guards, the 10th April 

»795- 

SIR, 

Horfe Guards, ioth April 1795. 
I HAVE received your Letter of the 18th Ultimo, tranfmitting, 
( by Command of the Lords Commilfioners of the Treafury, for Mr. 
Secretary Dundas's Opinion, a Letter from Governor Williamfon, 
dated Jamaica, the 17th of January laft, advifing of his having 
drawn upon their Lordfhips Bills for the feveral Sums of £ .20,000. 
£.25,000. /".30.000. £.35 .000. and ^.42,324. igs. %d. to defray 
the Expences of the Public Service in the Iflands of Jamaica and St. 
Domingo, irom the lft October to the 31ft December 1794; and 

inclofing 
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inclofing his Account Current with George Atkinfon, Efq. the 
Agent General, with various Receipts and Vouchers in Support 
thereof ; and alfo inclofing an Extract from the Minutes of the 
Council of Jamaica, Hating, that they had examined and compared 
the Account and Vouchers before mentioned, and that the Charges 
and Vouchers did properly correfpond. 

Having iaid thel'e Papers before Mr. Secretary Dundas, he has 
directed me to refer you to the Letters which have at different 
Periods been written by his Direction, on the Subject of Bills drawn 
bv Governor Williamfon, fuggefling the Expediency of Submitting 
the Charges for which they were drawn to the Infpeclion of fin h 
Departments refpecHvely as might be moft competent to form an 
Opinion upon them ; and I am now to ftate to you, tor their Lord- 
fhips Information, with Regard to the Accounts at prefent under 
Confideration, that Mr. Dundas feels himlelf incompetent to de- 
cide upon Charges incurred in the Execution of Services fo various 
in their Nature, and which, from their Magnitude, he conceives 
to require the moft regular and minute Investigation of the diffe- 
rent Departments to which they relate. — The following Observa- 
tions, however, occurred to him on examining Mr. Atkinfon's 
Accounts, and the Papers accompanying it. 

The Vouchers produced for the Charges of hiring Veffels for 
the Conveyance of Troops and Stores, and other fimilar Services, 
ior which an Expence to a confiderable Amount appears to have 
been incurred, though they contain the Receipts of the Deputy 
Quarter Mafter General, do not appear fufficieiitly explanatory, 
nor do they contain the Information neceffary for forming a 
Judgment how far the Agreements entered into for the Execution 
of the different Services may or may not have been concluded with 
a due Attention to the Intereft of the Public. 

In particular, in Account No. 4, a Bill is charged, drawn by 
Colonel Grant in Favour of Mr. Bogle, dated 20th October 1794, 
and amounting to ^.7,66,5. \ys. nd. of which no Mention is 
made by Mr. Bogle in his Account Current for that Period. But 
Mr. Dundas particularly noticed the Charges Hated under the Head 
of Commiffion upon Money advanced, wherein it appears that a 
Rate of Commiffion of £ 5 per Cent, is charged by Mr. Bogle, in 
St. Domingc, upon the Amount of the Bills drawn in his Favour 
by Brigadier General Horneck; which Bills, upon paffing through 
the Hands ot the Agent General at Jamaica, are fubjedt to a Second 
Rate of Commiffion alfo of £.5 per Cent. ; and as the Com- 
manding Officers of the different Diftricls in the Ifhnd of St. 
Domingo appear feparately to draw, tor carrying on the Service in 
fuch Diflricts, Bills upon Jamaica in favour of their relpecKve 
Agents, by whom poffibly a Commiffion may alfo be charged, I am 

to 
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to dcfire that von will bring this Circumftance under their Lord- 
thips View, as appearing to merit their particular Confideration. 

The very great Amount of the Public Expenditure, on Account 
of military Services in the lfland of St. Domingo, under the pre- 
fent Circumftanccs, and the Impofhbility of forming a correct 
Judgment here with refpeel to the Accounts, as at prefent tranf* 
mitred from tlience, have fuggefted to Mr. Dundas the Propriety 
of recommending to their Lordfhips to take into their earlicft Con- 
fideration the abfolute Neccffity, which appears to him to exift, 
of their adopting fuch Meafures, and making fuch Appointments 
as may be neceltai v for cflabliihing a Syftem of Regulation and 
Control, with refpeft to the Expenditure in Queftion, fimilar to 
that which exifts in the other Branches of Public Expenditure now 
incurring on Account of military Services in different Quarters of 
the World, at leaft in all Cafes where they are of fuch an Extent 
and of fo much Importance as that in Queftion, in order that the 
Sums for which Bills may be drawn upon their Lordfhips, tor car- 
rying on the Public Service in the Iflands of Jamaica and St. 
Domingo, may be accounted for in fuch Manner as they may 
think proper to require. 

I am, &c. W. Hujkifon, 
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COPY of a Letter from William Huskisson, Efquire, to 
Charles Lon'G, Efquire; dated Horfe Guards, the 12th May 
1796. 

SIR, 

HAVING laid before Mr. Secretary Dundas your Letter to 
me of the 41I1 Inftant, tr'anfmitting' for his Opinion Letters from 
Sir Adam William Ton, adviting of his having drawn upon the 
Lords Cofomiflioners of the Treafury for the following Sums ; 
viz. 1,179. 3</./.ioo,ooo /~.i49.543- 3 f - £- i 5 c >7°%.- 
I4J. 6c/. £. 172,214. Ss. and ^.260,000. tor carrying on His 
Majcfty's Service in the lfland of Saint Domingo, from the lft 
January 1795 to the 29th February 1796, I am directed by Mr. 
Dundas to acquaint you, tor the Information of their Lordfhips, 
that, with Reference to his iormei Letters on the Subject, ot Sir 
Adam Williamfon's Bills, he is of Opinion, that they mould be 
paid upon Account. At the fame Time Mr. Dundas has obferved, 
with much Regret and Surprize, that fo immenfe a Sum fhould be 
called for on Account of Services performed in Saint Domingo. 
Vol. II. 5 s during 



Supplement (H.) Continued. 



during a Period in which a very large Amount has already been 
difiharged. But as Sir Adam Williamfon is now in England, Mr. 
Dundas is of Opinion it would lie right that a complete Explanation 
fhould be immediately had with him upon the Subject ; and that a 
minute Invefligation fhould inftantly be entered upon by the re- 
fpecti%e Departments connected with the Services for which Sir 
Adam's Bills have been drawn. 

I am, &c. W. Hup Jon. 



COPIES of Letters from the Secretaries of the Treafury to the 
Commander in Chief, and ComtnifTary General, in the Leeward 
Ifiands. 

COPY of Letter from Mr. Rose to Sir Ralph Abercrombie ; 
dated the 28th January 1797. 

SIR, 

Mr. JONES, the Commiffary General of His Majefly's Forces 
under your Command in the Leeward Ifiands, has drawn Bills on 
the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefly's Treafury to fo enormous 
an Amount, as to attract their Lordlhip's Attention in a particular 
Manner, and to occafion a fevere Animadvei fion on his Conduct : 
The inclofed Copy of a Letter, which I have by their Lordfhips 
Directions wiitten to him this Day, will explain to you their Lord- 
fhips Opinion of his Conduct, and their Reafons for entertaining it. 
Mr. Jones appears to them, indeed, fo highly blameable, that it 
they had not the mofl pcrleft Confidence in your examining ftri£tly 
into the Expences which have occafioncd his having fo unex- 
pecledly drawn on my Lords for filch immenfe Sums, without the 
lean Notice or Explanation, further than that he was authorized by 
General Graham to do fo, thev would have fent a Perfon imme- 
diately to fupcrfedc him. Their Lordlhips trull you will lofe as 
little Time as poffible in making this Enquiry ; and they direcl me 
to defirc, if the Refult of that fhall not be entirely fatisfaftory to 
you, that ) 011 will not hefirtite to fend Mr. Jones'Home, and, in 
that Event, give the Charge of the Comniiffariay: to fuch Perfon 
in the Department as you fhall judge molt truft-worthv, and capable 
of difcharging the Duties of it, till this Board fhall give further 
Directions on the Subjeft. You will, I am perfuaded, advert par- 
ticularly to that Part of my Letter to Mr. Jones, which points out 
the {h iking Difference between the Expence in Mr. Jaffray's Time, 
from January iff, 1794, to May iff, 1796, although in that Period 
active Operations were carried on by the Forces. It will be ob- 

. . vious, 



V 



Supplement (H.) Continued. 



vious, I am perfuaded, to you, that it will not alone he fufficient 
to juftify Mr. Jones, if he (hould be able to produce Vouchers for 
the whole Sums for which he has drawn, becaufe it is equally 
neceflary he {hould prove the Neceflity of it. with the Sanction in 
every Inftance, and in each Article, of the Commander in Chief, 
as required by his Inftru&ions. — I am defiren by my Lords to call 
your Attention to this in a particular Manner, becaufe it is utterly 
impolTible their Lordfhips can, with a proper Regard to the Public 
Intereft, allow fo enormous an Expenditure to go on ; they had 
indeed perfuaded themfelves, that while the Troops were ftationarv, 
and Supplies of almoft every Kind continued to be fent from 
Home, the extraordinary Expences would have been very fmaU. 

I am, &c. George Rofe. 



COPY of Letter from Mr. Rose to Valentine Jones, 
Efquire ; dated the 27th January 1797. — Copy inclofed in the 
foregoing Letter to Sir R. Abercrombie. 

SIR, 

IN my Letter to yon of the 15th Auguft laft, I flated to you, 
that while the Army was nor employed in aftive Service, the 
Lords CommilTioners of His Majefty's Treafury trufted the De- 
mands from you would be inconfulerable ; inftead of which they 
prove to be extravagantly enormous, beyond all polhble Bounds of 
Conjecture. My Lords have been in Expe&ation, on the Arrival 
of each Packet, of receiving at leaft fome general Statement from 
you, to Ihew the principal Heads of Expence in your Department, 
as nothing has vet been received from you in the Shape of an Ac. 
count, except One by the laft Mail from Mr. Dornford, of the 
Expences incurred by you helore you left England. Thus entirely 
uninformed, it is difficult for their Lordfhips to imagine how you 
could have Occafion to draw to any confiderable Amount on this 
Country, when Supplies of Provifions, Wine, &c. are fent out 
from hence, as you have not even intimated any Thing which can 
lead to an Opinion of the Neceflity for the Bills you have drawn, 
or given Advice of the Numbers or Sums. 

Lieutenant General Sir Ralph Abercrombie, in a Letter dated in 
London the 31ft Auguft laft, acquaints this Board, that of the Sum 
of £ 570,000, for which he had given you Authority to draw, there 
were £ .200,000 untouched ; fubfequent to which you fay, you 
have obtained Authority from General Graham to draw lor 
/\6oo,ooo more; and this, as I have already obferved, without any 
Allufjon to the Neceflity, or the Services. Since your Firft Bills, 

S s 2 whic\i 
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which were in the Month of April, more have been paid, to the 
Amount of ^.720,000 ; and others have already appeared for 
/\ 180 ,000. 

In a former Letter, indeed, you mention your having purchafed, 
by General Graham's Orders, fome Provifions in the Iflands ; but 
that Notice was unaccompanied by^aiiy Account of the Quantities 
fo bought, or of thofe in Store at the Time, refpefting which I 
refer you to the Obfervations in mv Letter of the 21ft November 
lafl. 

Your Instructions from this Board arc full and clear, as well re- 
fpefting the Precautions relative to incurring Expences, as to the 
Mode of your accounting, your Inattention to which, under tlie 
the Circumftances above alluded to, has occafioned moll ferious 
Difpleafure to their Lordfhips; they have therefore directed me to 
requefl Sir Ralph Abercrombie will direct fuch an Inveltigation to 
be made of your Conduct as fhall enable him to judge whether it 
may be proper to permit vou to remain in the Charge with whirh 
you have been cntrufted, till their Lordfhips (hall be enabled, from 
the Information -which may be tranfmitted by him, to foi m a decided 
Opinion on the Subject ; and in order that the Service n ay fufTer as 
little as poffible by your Superceffion, if that lhall be judged proper, 
their Lordfhips have directed me further to defire the Lieutenant 
Gensral will felect fuch Perfon in your Department as he fhall 
think molt competent to the Duty, and molt truft-vvorthy, to take 
upon him the Care and Conduct of the Commiflariate. 

As the Accounts of your Predeceifor, and thofe at the Heads of 
the other Departments, in which extraordinary Expences were in- 
curred previous to your going out, are not yet before the Auditors, 
it is not practicable to afecrtain with Exactnefs the Amount ot the 
Expences incurred in the Iflands during the Time thev were cm- 
ployed, becaufe the Bills for all the Services were then drawn bv 
the Deputy Paymafter ; but the whole Amount of thofe Bills did 
not exceed the Sum of ^.1,075 000 (of which nearly £. 100,000 
were for Subfiftcnce) in Two Years and Four Months, from Ja- 
nuary lit, 1794, to May ill. 1796, which leaves lefs than a Mil- 
lion for all other Demands of whatever Kind. The Expences of 
the CommifTariate in that Period, including the contingent Expences 
of all the Iflands, Purchafe of Provilions and Stores, Hire of 
Veffcls,&c. amounted only to /".320,00c, according to the beltlnfor- , 
mation Mr. Jaffray can give on the fudden ; the Remainder, 
amounting to more than £ .600,000, may have been paid to other 
Departments now fupplied by you, fuch as the Quaitermalter Ge- 
neral, &c. but in Eight Months your Bills already in the Office 
have amounted to £.qoo, 000, although the Troops have remained 
in the feveral Iflands where they have been Rationed. The diffe- 
rent 
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rent Numbers victualled during the Time above alluded to, and 
fince your Arrival in the Weft Indies, can in no confiderable 
Degree account for the Difference of the Expence to which your 
Attention is now called. 

I am, &c. George Roje. 



COPY of Letter from Mr. Rose to Sir Ralph Abercrombie; 
dated the 15th February 1797. 

SIR, 

THE Importance of the Subject will, I am furc, be admitted 
by you as a fufficient Excufe for troubling you again refpedting the 
unexpected, as well as at prefent unaccountable Amount of the ex- 
traordinary Expences of the Forces in the Leeward IQands, &c. 
Great and inconvenient as the Mifchicf is at prefent, it will lead to 
unprecedented Charges in Time of Peace, if the Public are fubjefted 
in War to heavy Demands, while Troops are nearly ftationary. 
The Companion of the Account furniihed by Mr. Jaffray, for the 
Years 1794 and 1795, will, I am fure, ftrike you very forcibly, 
and will induce you to examine with the moft careful Attention the 
Whole of Mr. Jones's Conduct, with a View as well to his Autho- 
rity for making Purchafes or fatistying Demands, as to liis per- 
forming the Services in the molt ceconomical Manner. I trouble 
you with a Copy of another Letter I have written to him of this 
Date, which will ihew you the immenfely great Increafe of Ex- 
pence fince he affirmed the Care of the Commilfariate, and will lead 
vou to think it alfo highly necelfary that there lhould be a careful 
Inveftigation of the Rates of Exchange at which he has drawn. It 
is a cruelly painful Thing to entertain Sufpicions of a Man hitherto 
thought extremely well of: He was firft felected as Commiffary of 
Accounts in the Iflands, from the remarkable Regularity of his Ac- 
counts as Rcfident Commiffary at Barbadoes, and was afterwards 
appointed to fucceed Mr. Jaffray, from his Merits in the Situation 
he was placed in before — the mere Fluctuation of Exchange, al- 
though confiderably lower in many Inftances than we can hear of 
in any mercantile Tranfaction, either in Martinique, or any of the 
Iflands where the Bills could be fold, would ot ufelf hardly have 
raifed Doubts unfavourable to Mr. Jones ; but it is pofitively dated 
bv a refpectable Banker here, that his Correfpondent at Martinique 
paid Mr Jones £.$. per Cent, for the Bills he got from him, inde- 
pendently of the Rate of Exchange. 

If I can get more prectfe Information on the Subject before the 
failing of the Packet, 1 will not fail to furnifh you with it. Your 

Excellency 
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Excellency will, I am fure, fee the Importance to Mr. Jones of 
having his Conduft cleared, and his Character vindicated, if he is 
innocent, and to the Public, that he fhould be removed and punifhed, 

if he fhould be guilty. 

I am, &c. George Rofe. 



COPY of Letter from Mr. Rose to Mr. Valentine Jones; 
dated the toth May 1797. 

SIR, 

THE Cenfure of which von complain in your Letter of the 
17th of March, was conveyed in the painful Difcharge of a Public 
Duty, in confequence of the ferious and alarming Inconveniences 
occafioned by the immenfe Sums for which yon drew without any 
Notice or Warning whatever, or even the common Advice being 
given, ufual in the moft ordinary Tranfaftions. Your Suggeftion 
that it was not neceffary yon fhould give Information of your Bills 
on this Roard, as you drew them under the Authority of the Com- 
mander in Chief, is unintelligible to their Lordfhips ; it was your 
Duty to make the earlieft Communication you could on the Sub- 
jeft ; if you had done fo, much of the Inconvenience which has 
been experienced might have been avoided, becaufe my Lords would 
then have been apprized of the Demands, in moli Inftances, before 
they were made, from the circuitous Way in which many of the 
Bills came to this Country. Their Lordfhips were perfectly aware, 
as I before obferved, that the difperfed Situation of the Troops 
might render it impofnhle for you to tranfmit regnlarlw detailed 
Accounts and Vouchers, and that they were inclined to make proper 
Allowances for that ; but they ftill are of Opinion you ought, as 
early as Circumllances would admit, to have made every Commu- 
nication you could, that would have afforded ufeful Information. 

The Accounts now received are referred to the Comptrollers of 
Army Accounts, with your Letters ot the 17th and 23d March laft, 
in which they were tranfmitfed, or with which they were accom- 
panied ; and when the Report from thofe Officers is received, I 
lhall probably have Oecafidtl to receive the further Commands of 
my Lords for your Guidance ; in the mean Time I am directed by 
their Lordfhips to apprize you, that it will be expeeled you fhall 
render a ftrict Account of the Stores and Provifions which you have 
purchafe d, as well as of the Monev you have drawn for : It is by no 
Means fufficient that you Ihould produce proper Authority for 
ihe IJttrchafes, with regular Vouchers to prove the Payment for the 
fame at the Market Prices, as it is effential the Public fhould 

be 
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be guarded againft Wafte or Fraud in the Ufe of the Articles pro- 
vided for the Service. 

The Amount of the Charge for Provifions and Rum, efpecially 
the latter, allowing even for the Quantity remaining in Store when 
you wrote, appears enormous ; I forbear, however, any more par- 
ticular obfervation on that, till the Comptrollers Report mail be 
received, further than to fay, that from any Conjecture that can now 
be formed from fuch an Allowance of Spirits having been marie 
to the Troops as could be fanctioned by former Ufage, it is difficult 
to fuppofe how an Expence of ^.376,000 Sterling could have been 
incurred for Rum on the Spot where it is made, in Eight Months, 
for the Numbers victualled, in addition to all the Wine fent from 
this Country and purchafcd by you. 

You will obfcrve what the Commiflinners of Victualling fav re- 
fpecting the Flour, of which you reprefent the bad Quality ; it is 
certainly of great Importance, on the one Hand, that the Troops 
fhould not be ferved with Provifions, either damaged or of a bad 
Quality, but, on the other, it is neceflary Attention fhould be paid 
to prevent the Condemnation of fuch as are really good and fit for 
Ufe, becaufe there is Reafon to believe great Abufes have been 
formerly committed in the Weft: Indies, by the Condemnation of 
Provifions that were afterwards fold for Prices, which led to an 
Opinion that thev ought not to have been condemned. 

My Lords will have under their Confideration, as early as pof- 
fible, your Continuance in your prefent Employment, or a proper 
Per fori being fent out to take the Charge of it. 

You will of courfe attend to the Directions in my Letter of the 
21ft Ultimo, refpecting your drawing in future at 90 Days Sight, 
inftead of 30, unlefs any very material Inconvenience fhould be 
likely to arife from it. 

My Lords approve of your having fent an Affiftant Commiflary 
to St. Vincent's, as mentioned in your Letter of the iff March, in 
Confequence of Mr. Walker's not having tranfrnittcd to you his 
Accounts, and inclofed you will receive Copy of my Letter of this 
Day's Date to him upon the Subject. I am, &c. 

Ceorge Rofe. 
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EXTRACT of Letter from the Duke of Portland to Gover- 
nor Hamilton ; dated Whitehall, the nth January 1796. 

I HAVE already, in feveral of my late Letters, written fo 
fully to you on the Subject of the large Amount of your Bills, that 

it 
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it is unneceflary forme, on the prefent Occafion, to fay any Thing 
more on that Part of your Letter to Mr. Secretary Dundas, which 
relates to this Subject, than to obfervc to you, that although regular 
Vouchers cannot always accompany your Accounts transmitted to 
the Lords CommiHioners of the Treafurv, at leaftfuch an Explana- 
tion and Statement ot the Reafons why you were obliged to draw 
them, as may enable His Ma jelly's Government to decide on their 
Propriety, may always accompany them ; for the printed Inftruc- 
tions ot the 7th September 1791, to which I have fo frequently re- 
ferred, mull be complied with ; and if anv Bills are drawn, other 
than for the ufual and allowed contingent Expences, or lor Services 
authorized bv previous Directions 'from hence, it is abfolutely re- 
quired, that thofe Bills fhould be accompanied by fuch Reafons 
and Explanations as mavjufiify their being paid on Account, as 
arifing from the Neceffity of the Cafe, and from fuch fudden and 
unforefeen Emergencies as rendered it impoffible for you to apply 
for, and receive from hence, any previous Authority for incurring 
them. 



EXTRACT of Letter from the Duke of Portland to Gover- 
nor Hamilton ; dated Whitehall, the 13th February 1796. 

YOUR Letter, No. 43. is much more explanatory of the Ex- 
pences you have incurred, than any Accounts in Juftification of 
them, which have been hitherto tranfmitied to me, or accompanied 
the Bills you have drawn on the Lords of the Trcafury. — From your 
prefent Statement it appears, that the large Amount of thofe Ex- 
pences has chiefly art fen from fit bulling the Colonial Forces, pro- 
viding Hofpital and other Stores, including both the Pay and Sub- 
fillence of the St. George's Militia, and the Hire and Purchafe of 
armed Veffels for the Protection of the Coalt. In Addition, there- 
fore, to other Particulars, and until more fatisfacforv Vouchers 
could be received, regular Returns of the Number of Troops paid 
and ful)fi(led, with the Strength of the feveral armed VefTels em- 
ployed, fhould have been tranfmitted by every Opportunity. In 
molt of our Iflands, the Legiflatures have made Provifion, at their 
own Fxpence, for armed Veffels, in Aid of the Exertions made by 
this Country for their Protection; and I confidently hope, that 
upon a proper Reprefentation being made by His Majefty's Repre- 
fentative, the lfland of Dominica, which has received peculiar 
Marks of His Majefty's Bounty and Favour, will not be behind 
band in giving its Afliftance at this important Juncture. 

1 muft alio obferve, that although you ftate, the Vouchers for 
the Delivery of the Provifions purchaied by the Coinmiflarv, be- 
tween 
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tween the lft of September and the lft of December, cannot be 
tranfmitted, until the Commanding Officers of Corps have fent 
their Receipts, yet the Commiflary fhould be directed to deliver 
to you his Certificate, fpecifying, that the Quantities and Kind of 
Provifions for which your Bills are drawn have been received by 
him into his Stores, for His Majefty's Service, and fueh Certificate 
Jhould be fent Home with your Letters advifing your Bills. 



COPY of Letter to the Earl of Dunmore from the Duke of 
Portland; dated Whitehall, the 5th September 1795. 

MY" LORD, 

THE very large Amount of the Expences already incurred by 
your Lordihip's Orders, for the Service denominated by your Lord- 
fliip, " The Department of Gallies and other armed VelTels, &c." 
and the evident Difproportion there appears to be between thofe 
Expences and the Number and Strength of thofe VelTels, has 
obliged me to lay the fame before His Majefty ; and I have re- 
ceived His Royal Commands to defire your Lordfhip would dif- 
continue the employing of the faid armed VelTels, if, upon a Com- 
munication with the Commander of His Majefty's Vellels, which 
are llationed for die Protection of the Bahamas, they {hall not be 
thought any longer neceflary, or of Service adequate to their Ex- 
pence, and to difpofe of the Stores and Provifions of every Kind, 
conformably to fuch Inilruetions as you fhall receive from the 
Lords Cominiflioners of His Majefty's Treafury in this B-halt, to 
whom I have notified the Purport of this Letter. 

I have the Honour, &c. Portland. 



EXTRACT of Letter from the Duke of Portland to the Earl 
of Dunmore ; dated Whitehall (No. 3.) 5th October 1795. 

REFERRING vour Lordfhip to my Letter of the 5th Sep- 
tember, a Duplicate of which I inclofe, I take this Opportunity of 
repeating my Expectations, that the Arrival of the Narciflus will 
have enabled your Lordfhip to put an End to the Eftablifhment of 
the Three armed Gallies, the Expence already incurred on Account 
of which, when compared with their Strength and Number of 
Hands, exceeds the mod extravagant Calculation ; your Lordfhip 
will therefore, I hope, have clearly underftood, that you were di- 
rected forthwith to communicate with the Officer commanding 
Vol. II. Tt the 
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the NarciiTus, or with any other Naval Officer or Officers who may 
be ' n that Station, and to difcontinue the Service of thofe Gallies, 
fas lias been already Hated to you) if upon fuch Communication they 
lhall not be thought any longer necefTary, or of Service adequate to 
their Expencc, and 10 difpofe of their Stocks and Provifions, and 
account for the fame, as you may be directed by the Lords of His 
Majefty's Treafury. 



COPY of Letter from the Duke of Portland to the Earl of 
Dunmuhi ; dated Whitehall, the 8th January 1796. 

MY LORD, 

IT gives me great Concern to find myfelt under the Neceflity 
of repeating the Rcmonifrnnces I have heretofore made to your 
Lordlhip on the heavy and continued Expence of the Works car- 
rying 011 in the Bahamas, and of the Service which you denomi- 
nated " The Department of Gallies and other armed Veflels ;" and 
as, in Difobedicnce to His Majefty's printed Inftructions of the 7th 
September 1791, tranfimtied to you on the 8th of September 1791, 
the 4th of January 1792, and again on the 3d December 1794, you 
have continued to carry on Works in the Engineer's Department, 
which, from the Nature of them, as defcribed by yourfelf, from 
Time to Time, in your Certificates annexed to the Pay Lifts, do not 
appear to be of " fudden and unforeseen Emergency," and of 
which, therefore, conformably to the laid InftruiSlions, you fhould 
have tranfmitted an Account and Ellimate, and have waited to re- 
ceive His Majefty's Pleafure refpefting them, previous to your 
proceeding to the Execution of them, I am to acquaint your Lord- 
lhip, that the Bills drawn by you for the Expences of that Depart- 
ment, lor the Quarters ended on the 30th of June and 30th of Sep- 
tember lall, have not been paid. 

1 am willing to believe, that in confequence of the Inflru£Hons 
of the Lords Commiflioners of His Majefty's Treafury, communi- 
cated to your Lordlhip by Mr. Long's Letter of the 2d of July 
hill, you have diicontinued the Works earned on in the Engineer's 
Department ; but left that Expectation (hould not be fulfilled, 1 
hereby hgnify to you His Majefty's Commands, that you do forth- 
with difcontinue the faid Works, and (if you have not already dif- 
patched them) that you immediately tranfmit the Accounts and 
Eiliniates of the Works, if there are any, that in your Lordfhip's 
Opinion are ftill neceflary to be. performed in that Department, as 
you know you are required to do by the Inftruclions you have re- 
ceived from His Majefty's Order. 

With 
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With refpeft to the Expence of the " Gallies anil other armed 
" Veirels," I mult refer your Lordlhip to my Letters of the .5th of 
September and ,5th of October laft, of which I fcnt you Duplicates, 
(and now inclofe a Copy and Extract) conformably to which, and to 
the Inftructions tranfmitted to you by the Lords of the Treafury, I 
expert to be informed by you that you have difcorrtinued the Em- 
ployment of thofe Veirels, and rlifpofed of ihe Stores and Provi- 
fions of every Kind belonging to them, unlefs it fhaf! appear that, 
upon Communication with the Commander of His Majefty's Vef- 
fels ftationed for the Protection of the Bahamas (whofe Opinion 
your Lordlhip mult tranfmit to mej the Continuance of the Vef- 
fels employed by you has been thought necelTary, and of fufficient 
Service to warrant the Expence ; and your Lordlhip will take No- 
tice, that it is in that Cafe, and upon that Condition only, that 
your Bills tor that Service will be paid. 1 am, &c. 

(Signed) Portland. 



EXTRACT of Letter from the Duke of Portland to Lieute- 
nant Governor Forbes; dated Whitehall, the 9th July 1796. 
— No. 1. 

THE very heavy Expences which have been incurred in the 
Bahamas, lead me, in a more particular Manner, to point your 
early and molt ferious Attention to fuch of the Dilpatches from 
hence as relate to that Subject, and to the Adoption of fuch a Syf- 
tem of ftrict Economy and Account as will moR effectually tend to 
bring the Annual Expences within due Bounds. You cannot but 
obferve, from the Lorm'pondciice which has been put into your 
Hands, that the Works at Fort Charlotte, at the Barracks, and at 
the Hofpital, are finilhed ; that the remaining Departments of Ex- 
pence (and I am forrv to fay of very heavy Expence) are the Engi- 
neer s Department, which, not appearing to include Works of fud- 
den and unforefecn Emergencv, Lord Dunmore has been repeatedly 
directed to difcontinue, and has been forbid to employ any greater 
Number of Perfons than may be abfolutelv requifne to keep the 
Public Works in Repair; and \ ou will alio obferve, that by the 
King's InRructious of the 7th September 1791, a Copy of which I 
herewith inclofe for your Information and Guidance, he became 
further charged to tranfmit for Approbation, to the Secretary of 
State, and to the Board of Ordnance, an Account and- Eftimate of 
all fuch Works as he Ihould think necelfary, in order that, if they 
Ihould be approved of, Proviiion might be made by Parliament for 
defraying the Expence of them previoufly to their being carried 
into Execution. 

T t 2 The 



384 Supplement (L.) Continued. 



The Eftablifhment of the armed Gallics, &c. has alfo turned out 
to be a Source of no lefs heavy Expence in Proportion, and Lord 
Dunmore has been directed to difcontinue it, unlefs it fhould ap- 
pear, upon a Communication with the Commander ol His Ma- 
jefty's Naval Forces, fhtioned for the Protection of the Bahamas, 
(whofc Opinion is to be tranfmitted to the Secretary of State] that 
the Continuance of the armed Gallies was really neceffary, and 
of fufficient Service to warrant the Expence. I muff not omit to 
obfervc further to you, that over and above the Eftablifhment of 
Gallies, you will find a Government Vellel, the Support of which 
amounts to no lefs a Sum than £ .7 co a Year; upon this you will 
alfo confuit the Commander of His Majefty's Ships ; and if it 
fhou'd appear to be neceffary to keep up an armed Naval Force for 
the Protection of the Bahamas, in Addition to His Majefty's Vef- 
fels which are already on that Station, I would recommend it to 
you to confider, whether the Veffel in Queftion cannot be converted 
into an armed Veffel, and employed for the Defence of the Colony* 
The Commiflary's Department is another Source of fitch great 
and apparently unneceffary Expence, that I cannot avoid defiling 
you to enter into a minute lnvefligation of it. You will examine 
who. and of what Defcription the Perfons /are, who are fnpplied 
with the Provifioris under the Heads of Civil and Military Branch 
of the Ordnance, for the Purpofe ol reducing the Number of them, 
as alfo of thofe who, though fupplied by the Commiffary, may be 
found either to be employed unneccffarily, or not to befo employed 
as to be entitled to Government Provifioris. 

[From the above Correspondence (a Pai;t of which only is inferted here) 
may be collected the very great Attention paid by the Executive Go- 
vernment, to check the enormous and unneceflary Expenditure, &c. of 
the Public Money ; and a watchful Attention to the Duties and Conduct 
of the Principal Officers intruded with the Care and Management of the 
diftant Colonies under the Biutish Government.] 

Supplement (M.) 

EXAMINATION of Charles Gk kknwood, Efquire, Army 
Agent ; taken tlu tioih Day of May 1797. 

O. Do the Regimental Paymaffer's tranfinit their Accounts regu- 
larly, according to the Pay Office Aft? — A. No, certainly not — 
when the Regiments are on Service it is impoffible — when Abroad 
they are frequently difperfed — the Paymafter himfelf being ufually 
an Officer o l the Kegiment, and frequently employed on detached 
Parties, has not the Means of making tip his Accounts. 

0. Do 
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0. Do the Regimental Paymafters at Home regularly tranfmit 
their Accounts, according to the Pay Office Aft ? — A. They do not. 

Q. Is there any neceffary Caufe which prevents them? — A. 1 
know of none. / 

g. What is the ufual Caufe of this Neglect? — A. They aflign 
none, but what arife out of the incidental Circumfances of their 
Employment upon Service; 

Q. Is Clothing paid to the Colonels of Regiments for Effectives 
according to Multer, or according to the nominal Strength of the 
Regiment ? — A. Not according to the Effectives, but according to 
the full Efablilhment. 



Supplement (N.) 

AUTHORITY for receiving Fees at the War Office. 

SIR, War Office, 26th May 1797. 

IN T purfuance of an Order of the Select Committee on Fi- 
nance, &c. dated the 24th Infant, I have the Honour to fate, that 
no Document is to be found in this Office authorizing the feveral 
and refpective Fees which may be demanded therein ; nor does 
any Officer now belonging to the Department, or retired there- 
from, know of any Order having been given on the Subject— • the 
Fees have confantly been the fame within the Recollection of the 
Pcrfons vvhofe Duty it has been to collect them ; and they fpeak 
from their own Experience during the lafl Thirty-fix Years, and 
declare that they have frri£lly and uniformly adhered to the fame 
Rules in demanding Fees, as they underftood to have been obferved 
by the Officers who preceded them in the Collection. 

- TV. Wind ham. 



Supplement. (O.) 

AN ACCOUNT of «the Application of the Fees taken in the De- 
partment of the War Office. 

THE Fee of a Day's Pay on the Eutry of Commiffions, be- 
longs to the Deputy Secretary at War: 

The Fee of Five Shillings per Company from the Invalids, and 
that from the King's Printer, to the Firft Clerk : 

The fmaller Fees on Commiffions, and the Fees on Certificates 
to the Clerk for the Entry ol Commiffions : 

The Fees on Warrants for holding Courts Martial, on Copies of 
Beating Orders, on the Bufinefs of Widows Penfions, and of De- 
ferters, to the refpective Clerks who tranfafl the Detail of thofo 
Branches of Bufinefs: 

The 
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The Fee on Half Pay Warrants, to Examiner of Army Accounts : 
The Fees on Augmentation and Clearing Warrants, are divided 
thus: The Firft Clerk receives Four Tenths; the Examiner of 
Army Accounts, and the Two Principal Clerks, Two Tenths each. 

AH the other Fees are divided thus: Four Tenths to the Firft 
Clerk; and Three Tenths each to the Two Principal Clerks. 

A^. B. The Proportion belonging to the Situations of the Two 
Principal Clerks, is at prefent divided between Two retired Prin- 
cipal Clerks, and Three afting Principal Clerks. 

An ACCOUNT of the Amount of all Fees received at the War 
Office during the Year 1792, with the Diflribution thereof. 

£. s. d. 

Deputy Secretary at War - 205 9 4 

Firft Clerk - Ij3°5 6 — • 

Principal Clerk - 999 13 6 

Ditto - - - - - 999 13 6 

Examiner of Army Accounts - - 172 19 o 

Affiftant to Ditto, and Clerk for Beating Orders 944 15 — 
Clerk for the Entry ot Commiffions - - 137 j 6 
Clerk for the Bufinefs of Widows Penfions - 89 4 — 

Clerk for the Accounts of Deferters - - 83 — 6 

Total - i". 4,997 3 4 



An ACCOUNT of the Amount of all Fees received at the War 
Office during the Year 1796, with the Diftribution thereof. 

Deputy Secretary at War - 2,836 11 10 

Firft Clerk - 14.48 1 14 5 

Principal Clerk - - 2,378 13 3 

Ditto - - - 2.378 13 3 

♦Ditto - - 4757 6 r> 

Examiner of Army Accounts - - 309 6 6 

Afiiftant to D° and Clerk for Beating Orders 2,455 10 0 

Clerk for the Entry of Commiffions - 630 13 o 

Clerk for the Bufinefs of Widows Penfions - 160 11 o 

Clerk for the Accounts of Deferters - - 321 13 6 

Retired Principal Clerk - - 6,010 9 4 

Ditto - 6,010 9 4 

Total - £. 42,731 lin 

* N. B. Out of the Sum of ^.4,757. 6s. 6d. received by the Third Principal Clerk, 
the Sum of^.uo pet Annum is paid to the Second AlTiltant of the Examiner of Army 

Accounts. 

An 
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An ACCOUNT of Emoluments, not arifing from Places in the War 
Office, but received by Officers belonging to that Department. 



William Dods, 
a Principal Clerk. 

William Merry, 
a Principal Clerk. 



'Leonard Morse, 
Clerk for the Entry 
of Commiffions. 



Arthur Windus, 
Clerk for the Bufinefs 
of Deferters. 

R. chard Brown, 
- Clerk for the Bufinefs 
of Widows Penfions. 

Michael Foveaux, 
an Affillant to the 
Examiner of Army 
Accounts. 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Richard Tayler, 
Examiner of Armv- 
Mufter Rolls. 



Hector Mackay, 

a Clerk. 
Edward Howorth, 

a Clerk. 

Philip Codd, 
a Clerk. 

John Kirkby, 
a Clerk. 



He is on the Out Penfion of Chelfca 
Hofpital as a Serjeant ; he receives about 
£.j. a Year. 

He holds the Employment of fupplying 
the Garrifon of Gibraltar with Coals, 
and ftates his Average Emoluments at 
about £.550 per Annum. 

He receives £.327. 10s. per Annum, 
in Confideration of his Services as Secre- 
tary to Lord Amherft while Commander 
in Chief. He alfo receives about £-{°° 
per Annum, being an Emolument arifing 
from the printing of the Army Lift. 

He receives about ^.100 a Year trom 
Fees, as a Clerk employed under the De- 
puty Paymafter of Widows Penfions. 

Is Deputy Commiffary General of Stores 
and Provifions: His Emoluments are 
about ^.300 per Annum. 

Receives £.80 per Annum as Agent 
for paying the Officers of the reduced 
Troops of Grenadier Guards. 

He is Deputy Barrack Mafter General, 
and a Major unattached of the late 2d. 
Battalion of the 82d. Regiment ; he ftates 
the Emoluments arifing from thofc Situ- 
ations, the latter of which he purchafed, 
to be about /".800 per Annum. 

Is an Enfign of Invalids: His Pay is 
£.6z. 16s. yd. per Annum. 

Holds a Situation under the Commif- 
fioners of the Lottery : He ftates it at 
about £.46 per Annum. 

Is an unattached Captain of the late 
I32d. Regiment: His Pay is^. 171. ys. 
id. per Annum. 

Is an Enfign on Half Pay : He receives 
£.32 per Annum. 



Vol. II. 



U u 



Examination* 



390 Supplement. Report XIX.— Continued. 



Examination of William Wood, Efquire, Afliftant 
Cafhier of the Pay Office. 

0- By whom are the Deputy Paymafters appointed ? — A. By 
the Paymafter General, with the Approbation of the King, and 
they give Security to the King, in the Sum of /~-5,ooo each, and 
One or more Sureties, to the further Amount of £.5,000. 

Q. Do the Deputy Paymafters difchavge their Duty by themfelves 
or Deputy ? — A. Moft of them by their Deputy — Mr. Alexander 
Johnfon now executes his Office himfelf — I do not know any 
other — whether Mr. Hart does or not I am not certain. 



Letter from Mr. Lewis, refpecYtng certain retired Clerks 
at the War Office. 

SIR, War Office, 6th July, 1797. 

IN Compliance with the Requeft of the Seleft Committee 
for Finance, &c. conveyed to me in your Letter received this 
Day, I have the Honor to ftate, that Mr. Harman Leece, a retired 
Clerk of the War Office, belonged to it Fifty Years ; and for 
Thirty-fix Years of that Period was one of the Principal Clerks. 
Mr. Charles March, another retired Clerk, was the other Principal 
Clerk for about Thirty-five Years. Both thefe Gentlemen being 
nearly worn out, and having ever conducted themfelves with the 
ftric\eft Attention to their Duty, were permitted to retire at Mid- 
fummer 1795, retaining each a Moiety of the Fees and Salary 
belonging to their refpeftive Situations. 

Mr. Andrew Clinton, and Mr. C. Plenderleath, who alfo re- 
tired at Midfummer 1795, belonged to the War Office, the former 
Forty, the latter Thirty Years ; had been ufeful Clerks, and were 
become incapable of further Service ; they are allowed nearly the 
Amount ot what they enjoyed while belonging to the Efta- 
blifhment. 

I have the Honor to be, Sir, &c. 

M. Lewis. 



A.N 
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